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TO THE READER. 



The observations which we deemed it expedient to make in our last 
number, must have suggested to our rejiders the necessity of directing our 
energies in future to the condition of the professedly emancipated slaves 
of our own colonies. In suspending this monthly publication for the 
present, we must protest against the inference being drawn that we feel 
less interested in American Abolition movements, or that we shall watch 
"with less anxiety the progress of the cause of justice and freedom there ; 
but v^e do feel that, as a nation, we are too deeply implicated in the chi- 
canery and deception which are practised in our own colonies, to warrant 
the withdrawal of any portion of our efforts to nations over whom we 
have no political influence, and where our national character is no ways 
implicated. 

But, while relinquishing this publication in its present shape, we shall 
have frequent opportunities, in periodicals, newspapers, and other 
mediums of a public description, of keeping the cause of the , American 
l*hilanthropists before the eye of British Christians. This "we shall 
ever consider our paramount duty ; and we shall attend to it from a full 
conviction that no human instrumentality is so eflfective in showing the 
man-stealer his guilt, as in the constant exposure of his conduct be- 
fore those, with whom he wishes to stand on terms of amicable and 
friendly equality. In a slave state, the whole atmosphere is tainted ; one 
man keeps another in countenance ; the heart is hardened by what the 
eyes every day behold ; and it is only by bringing his arbitrary and despotic 
institutions into frequent juxta-position with the free and equal laws of 
other nations, that we can shame him out of practices which are as much 
a disgrace to his character as they are a clog to his prosperity. 

We must also warn our American friends from being in the least degree 
disheartened in their onward course by what is occurring in our Colonies. 
We there see a practical proof of what has been frequently asserted, both 
by American and British philanthropists, that the chief difficulty in 
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effecting emancipation rests with the master and not with the slave. In 
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred the slave would do his duty, if the 
master could be made to do his. If any apprenticeship were required,, it 
is the planter should be made to serve it ; and if any legitimate motive 
could be urged for gradual, rather than immediate, emancipation, it would 
arise "from the side of the master, and not the slave, in order to instil into 
a heart, which the system has depraved, the principles of justice, and 
mercy, and truth. It is, indeed, a very hard lesson for him to learn, 
wiien he is required to treat those as men and women, endowed with liber- 
ties and privileges equal to himself, whom he has from childhood regarded 
merely as beasts of burden, a kind of .intelligent animal, made to serve 
the interests and obey the will of others. 

Our experfence will also serve as an example to the friends of the op- 
pressed in other countries, to show them how utterly futile is the attempt 
to legislate by foreign authority for the proper treatment of the slave, 
while arbitrary power is vested in the master ; or so to leave the victim 
in his hands as to prevent his escape from ill-treatment, or to seek his 
own market for his industry. If this had been secured to the apprentices 
in our colonies, the entire apparatus of stipendiary magistrates might have 
been dispensed with. As the case now stands, so much is still left for 
the philanthropists of our country to accomplish on the behalf of our own 
slave population, that the whole moral force of the religious public must 
be again brought to bear upon the subject. Already have a great number 
of the old anti-slavery societies been re-organized ; public meetings are 
being held in various parts of the country ; strong demonstrations are 
made to those who solicit our votes as members of parliament ; pam- 
phlets and addresses are in free circulation ; and we cannot but entertain 
the fullest conviction that, however the confidence of the British Parlia- 
ment has been abused by the abettors of tyranny abroad, that ultimately 
the strength of the British arm will be felt, slavery will be abandoned in 
practice as it is now abolished in law ; and that the example which Britain 
has set, will, in due time, he 'followed by other nations, till a system so 
accursed in its nature and its effe^cts shall be altogether banished from the 
abodes of men. 
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THE EDITOR'S ADDRESS TO THE READER. 

In commencing the present publication, the editor is desirous of stating 
the principles on which it will he conducted, and the objects it is designed 
to subserve. It has originated in the deep interest recently awakened 
amongst British Christians in the character and extent of the slave system 
existing amongst their American brethren. The real nature and operation 
of this unhallowed system has been but lately kno^vn. A presumption 
favourable to its character was derived from the religious profession of its 
apologists and defenders. The fact, that Christian men and Christian 
ministers gave it their coimtenance, and were deeply implicated in its 
support, led to a persuasion that its spirit must be mild, and its progress 
immarked by those atrocities which had characterized the slavery of our 
own. colonies. But recent communications have clearly established the 
painful and humiliating fact, that in America, the land of boasted freedom 
and religious privilege, the inherent depravity of the slave system has been 
signally displayed in effecting one of the most disastrous triumphs over the 
charities of our nature and the principles of our faith which history records. 
Its effect upon the slave and his master, upon the social community and 
the Christian church, is such as fully to identify it "with that monstrous 
system of mckedncss against which the energies and prayers of British 
Christians have been so lately arrayed. The knowledge of these facts has 
enkindled a deep and absorbing interest in a large portion of the religious 
people of tliis empire, and the inquiry is now becoming general. What can 
■we do to rescue Ckristianiii/ froni reproach^ and to save our American brethren 
from the natural consequences of their guilt in upholding this horrid system 
of impiety and ivrong ? It is to meet this inquiry, and to aid in the adop- 
tion of such measures as are calculated to arouse the conscience and to call 
forth the religious principles of the people of the United States, that this 
periodical is commenced* 

B 
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It mil treat slavery as a palpable violation of tlie divine law, — as an 
act of injustice towards man, and of impiety towards God,— a sin to be re- 
pented of and forsaken, rather than an evil to be mitigated or a misfortune 
to be mourned over. The imperative obligation of Cliristians to seek its 
destruction will be urgently enforced, and the delusive character of the 
pleas which ai*e urged in defence of silence and inactivity will be fearlessly 
exposed. At the same time, it will be the anxious aim of the editor to 
avoid every expression that shall be unnecessarily oflfensive and irritating. 
He will endeavour to unite a temperate and conciliatory address with an 
uncompromising advocacy of those principles with which slavery is essen- 
tially incompatible. 

In his delineation of the American slave system, the editor will scrupu- 
lously adhere to facts : truth needs not the aid of fiction in order to the 
accomplishment of its benevolent designs ; much less can its interests be 
advanced by the inventions of falsehood, or the reports of slander. The 
assistance he has engaged, and the sources of information which are open 
to him, leave no doubt on his mind of his being able to present to his 
readers an accurate and full-length portraiture of the slave system as it is 
interwoven with the social compacts and religious operations of America. 
It will be his especial aim to point out its injurious influence on the religious 
sensibilities and character of the people of that country, for which purpose 
an extensive correspondence will be conducted with Christian ministers and 
other gentlemen residing there. 

The present publication is also designed to be a magazine of information, 
from which American abolitionists and their coimtrymen at large may learn 
what is taking place amongst us in reference to this gi-eat moral question. 
The movements of religious bodies in their intercourse "vvitli America, 
together with the resolutions passed at various meetings throughout the 
country, will be faithfully recorded ; and no effort will be spared by which 
the moral influence of British. Christians may be made to bear on thu 
extinction of an evil which defaces the beauty and enfeebles the energies of 
the transatlantic churches. 

While the editors attention will be principally directed to American 
slavery, it will not be confined to it. He will supply intelligence respecting 
anti-slavery operations throughout the world, and will omit no opportunity 
of enforcing upon Christians, at home and abroari, by every argument 
derived from religious principle and political expediency, the sacred duty of 
immediate and total emancipation. 

To sucli as approve of his design, the editor appeals for support. Should 
the pul)lic patronize his undertaking, he will rejoice in tlie opportunity 
afforded him of again advocating a cause, for which he fonnerly sacrificed 
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health, aiid endangered his ministerial existence. But should it be other- 
wise, he will have the satisfaction of having endeavoured, to the extent of 
his ability, and in the only mode of which his present circumstances admit, 
to discharge a duty which conscience deems imperative, and in which all 
the purest sentiments of his heart find an appropriate sphere of operation. 



BRIEF NOTICES OF THE PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE OF 
ABOLITION IN THE UNITED STATES. 
The origin of the present Anti-slavery movement in the United States of 
America cannot be traced farther back than 1829^ when the talented and 
intrepid William Lloyd Garrison publicly declared himself the zealous and 
uncompromising advocate of universal immediate emancipation. Previously to 
that period, many individuals had pleaded the cause of the oppressed slaves in 
North America with great fervour and ability, but none had distinguished 
himself more than Benjamin Lundy, whose self-denying labours in behalf of 
oppressed iiumanity have won for him the admiration of all who have marked 
his course. 

In August, 1829, William Lloyd Garrison issued proposals for publishing his 
celebrated newspaper, " The Liberator." This production, full of energetic 
appeal and heart-stirring eloquence, was eminently calculated to at»-aken public 
attention to the great moral enterprise in which he had engaged, and to which 
he had solemnly devoted his talents and his Hfe. He took his stand on the 
inalienable rights of man, and the essential sinfulness of slavery, and fearlessly 
proclaimed the doctrine of " immediate and entire emancipation." It was Mr. 
Garrison's intention to have published his paper at Washington, " the mother 
of abominations" in all that respects American slavery, but was prevented from 
carrying his design into effect by the removal of " The Genius of Universal 
Emancipation," edited by his friend and fellow-labourer, Mr. Lundy, to the scat 
of the national government. He therefore determined to unfurl " the Standard 
of Emancipation in the eyes of the nation within sight of Bunker Hill, and in 
the hirth-place of Liberty." — Boston. 

The first number of "The Liberator" was Issued on the first of January, 
1831, and forms an epoch in the history of American Slavery. In this power- 
fully-written paper he says : " I shall not array myself as the political partizan 
of any man. In defending the great cause of human rights, 1 wish to derive 
the assistance of all rehgions and of all parties." " I shall strenuously contend 
for the immediate enfranchisement of our slave population." " I am in earnest 

— I will not equivocate— I will not excuse— I will not retreat a single incli 

and I WILL BE heard. The apathy of the people is enough to make every 
statue leap from its pedestal, and to hasten the resurrection of the dead." 

In a beautiful address to the slaves he says : 

" Not by the sword shall your deliverance be ; 
Not by the sbedding of your masters' blood j 
Not by rebellion, or foul treachery, 
Upspringing suddenly, like swelling flood : 
Hevenge and Rapine ne'er did bring forth good. 
God's time is best ! nor will it long delay : 
Even now your barren cause begins to bud, 
And glorious shall tlie fruit be ! Watch and pray ; 
for, lo ! the kindling dawn that ushers in tjie day ! " 
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In the succeeding number Mr. Garrison says : " We do not give up our 
country as sealed over to destruction, nor our countrymen as incorrigibly 
wicked. We have unshaken reliance in the omnipotence of truth. We still 
believe that the demands of justice will be satisfied ; that the voice of mercy 
■will melt the most adamantine hearts ; and that the land will be redeemed and 
regenerated through an enlightened and energetic public opinion. As long as 
there remains a sing'le copy of the Declaration of American Independence, or 
of the Bible, in our land, we will not despair." 

Steady to his purpose, depending on the goodness of his cause and the 
divine blessing — in the face of opposition unparalleled for its malignity, extent, 
and continuance, in modern times— in prison and out of prison — and with the 
prospect of a violent death continually before him, this extraordinary man has 
for six j^ears been the pole-star of abolition to his countrymen ; and has succeeded 
in establishing the cause of human rights among them on an imperishable basis. 

After twelve months of unceasing labour, privation, and sufTering, Mr. Garri- 
son had the happiness to unite with a few other noble-minded individuals, on 
the 1st January, 1832, in the establishment of " The New England Anti-slavery 
Society." This was- an important point gained to the cause of abolition, inas- 
much as this Society became the nucleus of other associations of a similar 
character, and finally led to the formation of that magnificent institution, " The 
American Anti-slavery Society." 

The great principles enunciated, and the objects set forth, in the preamble 
and constitution of the Society, enforced in a powerful address to the public, 
became the text book of the abolitionists throughout the land. The following 
passages, extracted from that address, will show the spirit in which its managers 
proposed to carry on its operations. 

" The object of our Society," say they, " is neither war nor sedition. Although 
the sufferings of that class of our brethren for whose rights we plead, are immea- 
surably greater than would be deemed sufficient with any other people to gird 
on the armour and march to the field of battle and of blood ; yet, we hope ever 
to imbibe the spirit of Him who says, ' Resist not evil ' — 'they that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword.' Governed by such a spirit, the weapons of 
our warfare can never be carnal. The only influence we can exert must be that 
of moral maaion, and not of coercion. In the truth, and the God of truth 
alone, we trust for the success of our exertions ; and with the truth, and in the 
name of the God of truth, we plead for the cause of humanity." 

" The fundamental principle upon which our constitution is based, is oua 
Saviour's golden rule: " AlU.hings whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them J Hence the grand articles of our creed: * That God 
hath made of one blood all nations of mcu for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth — ' that all men arc created equal ; that they are endowed by th.cir 
Creator with certaui inalienable rights ; and that among these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness." 

" Wo believe that slavery is an evil now ; and, of course, the slaves ought to 
be now emancipated * * * * every principle which 

proves slavery unjust, an evil, and a curse, equally demonstrates the duty of 
immediate manumissic.i." 

Such are the principles and spirit in which the New England Anti-slavery 
Society entered upon itc noble career. Uneheered by the countenance of the 
influential — unsupported by the gold of the wealthy — unsustaincd even by the 
prayers of the church — execrated at the south, and despised at the north — it 
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circulated the truth; it brought "to light the hidden works of darkness;" it 
put the brand of moral reprobation on the slave system ; and, under the divine 
blessing, has already achieved a great triumph for liumanity. 

At the first anniversary meeting of the Society it was resolved : " That the 
formation of a National Anti-Slavery Society is essential to the complete 
regeneration of public sentiment on the subject of slavery, and to the speedy 
overthrow of that iniquitous system ; and that the board of managers be 
authorized to call a national meeting of the friends of abolition for the purpose 
of organizing such a Society, at such time and place as they shall deem 
expedient." 

In the report of the managers presented to this meeting is the following 
passage : " The immediate abolition of slavery will purify the churches at the 
south, which are now red with innocent blood, and ' filled with all unrighteous- 
ness/ It is impossible that religion should prosper, when the pastors and 
members of churches trade in the souls of men ! ' How is the gold become 
dim ! How is the most fine gold changed ! The whole head is sick, the whole 
heart is faint.' Now abolish slavery, and the gospel will have free course, run, 
and be glorified ; salvation will flow in a current broad and deep ; and for a 
short time only can it be reproachfully said, that there exist two millions of 
slaves in a Christian land." 

In the early part of the year 1833, Mr. Garrison was deputed to this country 
on an An ti- slavery mission. It Is needless to add how well he executed the 
duties devolved on him. Whilst here he cfTectuaUy exposed the nature, 
operations, and tendencies of the American Colonization Society. He showeel 
that, notwithstanding all its specious pretences, it was founded on prejudice 
against colour, and was practically, if not essentially, a pro-slavery institution. 
He took with him, on his return to his native land, the celebrated " Protest" 
against it, signed by Wilberforce, Macaulay, Buxton, Cropper, George Stephen, 
and other leading abohtionists. The publication of that important document 
in the United States fell like a thunder-bolt on that infamous scheme. Its most 
active, intelligent, and conscientious supporters are rapidly withdrawing them- 
selves from its pernicious influence, and arraying themselves on the side of th**, 
abolitionists. Such men as Birnej'' and Thome, Jay and Smith, have given in 
their adhesion to the principles of the American Anti-slaverj^ Society. The two 
first were slave-holders in Kentucky, and both have manumitted their slaves, 
and are now efficient labourers in the cause of negro emancipation. Judge Jay 
has written an elaborate work on Colonization and Abolition, in which he fully 
'■^ tects and exposes the character of the former, and establishes the claims of 
the latter to the zealous support of American philanthropists. Gerrit Smith 
until a recent period a pillar of the Colonization Society, has nov/ become the 
munificent supporter of its antagonist, the American Anti-slavery Society. Other 
triumphs of a similar nature might be recorded, but these are given to show the 
class of men who are now rallying round the standard of immediate and entire 
emancipation in America, and who arc destined to deliver their country from 
the disgrace and curse of slavery. 

It was during this year, also, that the New York City Anti-slavery Society 
was formed, and « The Ema.n-cipatoii," a weekly abolition publication, issued. 
Tins new auxiliary in the good cause was chiefly supported by that eminent 
philanthropist, Arthur Tappan ; and is now the official organ of the American 
Anti-slavery Society, having a very ext(^nsive circulation througliout the whole 
country, and exercising a most powerful influence, by the admirable spirit and 
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ability with wliich it is conducted, over the public mind. In its declaration of 
principles, after having asserted the inherent right of every human being to 
" hfe, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," and denounced slavjry as " unjust, 
cruel, oppressive, and dangerous,'' and as a direct violation of the divine law, 
Thou shalt not steal," it says : " This paper will advocate the entire and 
IMMEDIATE EMANCIPATION OF ALL SLAVES. Such a courso will bc advocatcd, because 
it is the only just, wise, safe, and advantageous course which can be pursued. 
Facts will be adduced to support appeals ; appeals will be made in the spirit of 
kindness ; kindness will be sustained by the force of conviction ; conviction will 
be grounded on the power of truth ; truth will be persevered in, until labour 
shall cease." 

In pursuance of the resolution of the New England Anti-slavery Society, a 
convention was called, and was attended by sixty-two delegates from various 
states, who met together at Philadelphia for the purpose of forming a National 
Anti-slavery Society. The sittings of this convention lasted three days, during 
which every branch of the great subject of emancipation was fully and ably 
discussed. Every day's proceeding was opened and concluded with solemn 
prayer, and was eminently characterized by the spirit of fraternal love and 
unanimity. 

Among the various resolutions passed by the convention it is most gratifying 
to find the following, viz.: "Resolved — That this convention, acting under a 
sense of dependance on Almighty God for the accomplishment of the object 
they have assembled to promote, do affectionatel}' recommend to the Christian 
church throughout the land, to observe the last monday evening of each month 
in a religious manner, to seek and implore the divine aid in behalf of the 
enslaved and the free ijcople of colour." 

This emphatic recognition of the divine agency as necessary to the prosperous 
issue of their cause, forcibly appeals to the pious and prayerful sj'mpathies of 
British Christians ; and it is earnestly hoped, that not a few of them will unite 
v/ith their transatlantic brethren on the lust Monday in each month, to implore 
the divine blessing on their "work of faith and labour of love." 

At the conclusion of its labours the following Deck-ration of Sentiments was 
unanimously adopted, and under feelings of the deepest responsibility signed by 
the members of the convention. A more important and eloquent exposition of 
Anti-slavery principles wiis perhaps never written. No hesitation is, therefore, 
felt in recording the whole of it in these pages. It is worthy of being 
inscribed in letters of gold. 

The Convention assembled in tlie city of Philadelphia, to orOTnize n. Nritional Anti- 
Slavery Society, promptly seize the opporltinity to promulgate the following Declaration 
of Sentiments, as cherislied by them ia relation to the enslavement of one-sixth portion 
of thfi American i)eople. 

More than fifty-seven years have elapsed since a band of patriots convened in this 
place, to devise measures for tlie deliver.ince of this country from a foreign yoke. The 
comer-stone upon which they founded the Temple of Freedom was broadly this — " That 
all men are created equui ; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalien- 
able rights ; that among these are liffi; Liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." At the 
sound of their trumpet-call, three millions of people rose up as from the sleep of death, 
and rushed to t-he strife of blood ; deeming it more glorious to die instantly as freemen, 
than desirable to live one hour as slaves. 'J'hey were few in nmuber — poor in resources ; 
but the lionest conviction tliat Truth, Justice, and Right were on their side, made them 
invincible. 
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We have met together for the achievement of an enterprise, without which, that of our 
fathers is incomplete, and which, for its magnitude, solemnity, and probable results upon 
the destiny of the world, as far transcends theirs, as moral truth does physical force. 

In purity of motive, in earnestness of zeal, in decision of purpose, in intrepidity of ac- 
tion, in steadfastness of faitli, in sincerity of spirit, we would not be inferior to them. 

Tlieir principles led them to wage war against their oppressors, and to spill iiuman 
blood 4ike water, in order to be free. Ours forbid the doing of evil that good may come, 
and lead us to reject, and to entreat the oppressed to reject, the use of all carnal weapons 
for deliverance from bondage — relying solely upon those which are spiritual, and mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong holds. 

Tlieir measures were physical resistance — the marshalling in arms — the hostile array — 
the mortal encounter. Ours shall be such only as the opposition of moral purity to moral 
corruption — the destruction of error by the potency of truth — the overthrow of prejudice 
by tlie power of love — and the abolition of slavery by the spirit of repentance. 

Their grievances, great as they were, were trifling in comparison with the wrongs and 
sufferings of those for wliom we plead. Our fathers were never slaves — never bought 
and sold like cattle — never sliut out from the light of knowledge and religion — never sub- 
jected to the lasli of brutal taskmasters. 

But those, for whose emancipation we are striving — constituting at the present time 
at least one-sixth part of our countrymen, — are recognized by the laws, and treated by 
their fellow-beings as marketable commodities — as goods and chattels — as brute beasts j 
are plundered daily of the fruits of tlieir toil without redress ; — really enjoy no constitu- 
tional nor legal protection from licentious and murderous outrages upon their ])ersons ; — 
are ruthlessly torn asunder — the tender babe from tlie arms of its frantic mother — the 
heart-broken wife from her weeping husband — at tlie caprice or pleasure of irresponsible 
tyrants ; — and, for the crime of having a dark complexion, sufl:er the pangs of hunger, the 
infliction of stripes, and the ignominy of brutal servitude. They are kept in lieathenish 
darkness by laws expressly enacted to make their instruction a criminal offence. 

Tliese are the prominent circumstances in the condition of more than Two Millions of 
our people, the proof of which may be found in thousands of indisputable facts, and in 
the laws of the slave-holding States. 

Hence we maintain — 

That in view of the civil and religious privileges of this nation, the guilt of its oppres- 
sion is unequalled by any other on the face of the earth ; — and, therefore, — That it is 
bound to repent instantly, to undo the heavy burden, to break every yoke, and to let the 
oppressed go free. 

We further maintain — That no man Las a right to enslave or imbrute his brotlier — to 
hold or acknowledge him, for one moment, as a piece of merchandise — to keep back his 
hire by fraud — or to brutalize his mind by denying him the means of intellectual, social, 
and moral improvement. 

The right to enjoy liberty is inalienable. To invade it, is to usurp the prerogative of 
Jehovah. Every man has a right to his uwu body — to the products of his own labour — 
to the protection of law — and to the common advantages of society. It is piracy to buy 
or steal a native African, and subject him to servitude. Surely the sin is as great to en- 
slave an American as an African. 

Therefore we believe and affirm — That there is no difference in principle, between the 
African slave-trade and American slavery ; — 

Tliat every American citizen, who retains a human beins: in involuntan' bondage, is. 
according to Scripture, a man-stealer ; — 

That the slaves ought instantly to be set free, and brought under the protection of 
law ; — 

That if they had lived from the time of Pharaoh down to the present period, and had 
been entailed through successive generations, their right to be free could never have been 
alienated, but their claims would have constantly risen in solemnity ; — 
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That all those laws which are now in force, admitting the right of slavery, are, there- 
fore, before God, utterly null and void ; being an audacious usurpation of the Divine 
prerogative, a daring infringement on the law of nature, a base overthrow of the very 
foundations of the social compact, a complete extinction of all the relations, endearments, 
and obligations of mankind, and a presumptuous transgression of all the holy command- 
ments — and that, therefore, they ought to be instantly abrogated. 

We further believe and affirm — 

That all persons of colour who possess the qualifications which are demanded of others, 
ought to be admitted fortliwith to the enjojonent of the same privileges, and the exercise 
of the ^^ume prerogatives as others ; and that the paths of preferment, of wealth, sn<^ of 
intelligence, shall be opened as widely to them as to persons of a white complexion. 

We maintain that no compensation should be given to the planters emancipating tlieir 
slaves — 

Because it would be a surrender of the great fundamental principle, that man cannot 
hold property in man ; — 

Because slavery is a crime, and therefore it is not an article to be sold ; — 

Because the holders of slaves are not tlie just proprietors of what they claim ;— freeing 
the slaves is not depriving them of property, but restoring it to the right owner j — it is 
not wronging the master, but righting the slave — restoring him to himself ; — 

Because immediate and general emancipation would only destroy nominsd, not real 
property ; it would not amputate a limb or break a bone of the slaves, but by infusing 
motives into their breasts, would make them doubly valuable to tlw masters as free la- 
bourers ; and 

Because if compensation is to be given at all, it should be given to the outraged and 
guiltless slaves, and not to those who have plundered and abused them. 

We regard as delusive, cruel, and dangerous, any scheme of expatriation which pre- 
tends to aid, either directly or indirectl}', in the emancipation of the slaves, or to be a 
substitute for the immediate and total abolition of slavery. 

We fully and unanimously recognise the sovereignty of each StatC; to legislate exclu- 
sively on the subject of the slavery which is tolerated within its limits. We concede that 
Congress, under the present national compact, has no right to interfere with any of the 
slave States, in relation to this momentous subject. 

But we maintain that Congress has a right, and is solemnly bound, to suppress the 
domestic slave-trade between the several States, and to abohsh slavery in those poilions 
of our territory which the constitution has placed under its exclusive jurisdiction. 

We also maintain tliat there are, at the present ti.ine, the highest obligations resting 
upon the people of the free States, to remove slavery by moral and political action, as 
prescribed in the Constitution of the United States. They are now living under a pledge 
of their tremendous physical force to ftisten the galling fetters of tyranny upon tlie limbs 
of millions in the soutliern States 3— they are liable to be called at any moment to suppress 
a general insurrection of tlie slaves ; — they authorize the slave-owner to vote for three- 
fifths of his slaves as property, and thus enable him to perpetuate his oppression ; — they 
support a standing army at the south for its protection ; — and they seize the slave who 
has escaped into their ten-itories, and send him back to be tortured ])y an enraged master 
or a brutal driver. 

This relation to slavery is criminal and full of danger— it must be broken up. 

These are our views and principles— these, our designs and measures. With entire 
confidence in the over-ruling justice of God, we plant ourselves upon the Declaration of 
our independence, and upon the truths of Divine Ravelation, as upon the Everlasting 
Rock. 

We shall organize Anti-Slavery Societies, if possible, in every city, town, and village 
of our land. 

We shall send forth agents to lift up the voice of remonstrance, of waniing, of entreaty 
and rebuke. 
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We shall circulate, unsparingly and extensively, anti-slavery tracts and periodicals. 
We shall enlist the Pulj)it and the Press in the cause of the suffering and the dumb. 
We shall aim at a purification of the churches from all participation in the guilt of 
slaver}'. 

We shall encourage the labour of freemen over that of slaves, by giving a preference 
to tlieir productions ; and 

AVe shall spare no exertions nor means to bring the whole nation to speedy repentance. 

Our trust for victory is solely in God. We may be personally defeated, but our prin- 
ci])les never. Truth, Justice, and Humanity, must and will gloriously triumph. Already 
a'liost is coming up to tlie lielp of the Lord against the mighty, and the prospect before 
us is full of encouragement. 

Submitting tljis Declaration to the candid examination of the people of this country, 
and of the friends of liberty all over the world, we hereby affix our signatures to it ; 
pledging ourselves that, under the guidance and by the help of Almighty God, we will do 
all that in us lies, consistently with this Declaration of our principles, to overthrow the 
most execrable system of slavery that has ver been witnessed upon earth — to deliver our 
land from its deadliest curse — to wipe -nit tiie foulest stain which rests upon our national 
escutcheon — and to secure to the colouit i population of tie United States all the rights 
and privileges which belong to them as men and as Americans — come what may to our 
persons, our interests, or our reputations — whether we live to witness the triumph of 
Justice, Liberty, and Humanity, or perish untimely as martyrs in this great, benevolent, 
and holy cause. 



David Thurston 




Bartholomew Fussell 


Nathan Winslow 




David Jones 


Josepli Southwick 




Enoch Mack, 2d 


Jsines Frederick Otis 




James Loughhead 


Isaac Winslow 




John M'CuUough 


David Cambell 




Edwin P. Atlee 


Orson S. Murray 




James M. M'Kim 


Daniel S. Southmayd 




William IJoyd Garrison 


Effingham L. Capron 




Ray Potter 


Joshua Coffin 




John Prentice 


Amos A. Piielps 




George W. Benson 


John G. Whitlier 




Samuel Joseph May 


Horace P. Wakefield 




Alpheus Kingsley, Jun. 


James George Baibadoes 




Edwin A. Stillman 


David T. Kimball, Ju 




Simeon Smith Jocelyn 


Daniel E. Jewett 




Robert Bernard Hall 


John lleid Cambeil 




iieriah Green 


Nathanael Southard 




Lewis Tapi)iui 


Arnold Luftuin 




John Rankin 


William Green, Jun. 




Aaron Vickers 


Abraham L. Cox 




Jolm R. Sleeper 


William Goodell 




Lucius Gillinghara 


Klishii Wright, Jun. 




John Sharp, Jun. 


Charles W. Denison 




James iMott 


Jolm Frost 




James AVhite 


George Bourne 




Jonathan Parkhurst 


Evan Lewis 




Chalkey Gillinghani 


Edwin A. Atlee 




John M. Sturling 


Robert Purvis 




Milton Sutliflr 
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James M'Crummell Levi Sntljff 

Thomas Sliipley Tliomas Whitson 

Signed in the Adelphi HiUl, in tlie City of Philadelpliia, on the 6th day of December, 
1833. 

These brief notices of the origin and progress of the abolition cause in 
America demonstrate its purely benevolent and religious character, and the 
peaceful means by which it expects to accomplish its purpose. It is neither 
sectarian nor political in its spirit or designs. It aims at the overthrow of the 
most intolerable and iniquitous system of slavery ■v\-hich exists in the world. 
The men who conduct it are wise in counsel, and decisive in action ; and not- 
withstanding the fierce and brutal spirit with which they have been con- 
tinually assailed, it is clear that, from the success which has hitherto attended 
their labours, the doom of slavery is sealed. 



SLAVE TRADING AT NEW YORK. 
[From the l^ew York Emancipator. 1 

The Russian Flag. — It seems that the Emperor of Russia is determined that his flag 
shall not be used with impunity in carrying on the accursed slave-trade. Render! what 
think you of "Hail Columbia, happy land," when the Imperial Autocrat of all tlie Russias 
deems it necessary to authorize the following notice to be jiublislied in the newspaj)ers of 
this republic 1 Has it come to this, tliat pirates— tliose enemies of tlie human race — tlie 
slave pirates, the most debased of all jiirates, shall make tlieir rendezvous in our liarbours, 
fit out their vessels under our own eyes, and then put to sea in defiance of our laws and 
magistrates '? It is even so. . 

"Consular Notick. — Certain individuals, who, in defiance of tbo laws of their own 
countrv, still continue to engage in the African slave-trade, having given cause for 
suspicion that they intend to make use of tlie Russian flag as a protection against tlie 
right of search and seizure, mutually assumed and conceded by the powers participating 
in the treaty for the suppression of this nefarious traffic, the undersigned, the Russian 
Consul General at New York, being specially instructed by his government, gives hereby 
public notice to ail persons wliom it may concern, that the Russian flag can in no case be 
resorted to without tlie previous permission of tlie Inqterial government, and without 
legal iauthorization in duo form, and in strict accordance with tlio laws of tiie emjiire ; 
tliat any jiroceeding to tlie contrary shall bo considered as a fraud, exjiosing the persons 
guiltv of it to all its conseciuonces ; and that no slave trader, in any circumstances what- 
ever, when seized \mder the Russian flag, or otherwise, can invoke the aid of the Im- 
perial government to screen him from just and well-merited punislinient. 
■" Russe du Consulate General, New York, April '2, i83u. 

" Alexis Eustapiiikve." 



STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES' SLAVE POm LATION. 

h- is coMiiiioiily supposed tliat tlie slavery of tlie United States is not, like tliat of the 
West India sugar colonies, eminently destructive to human life. By many it is thought 
to be rather friendly to man, as a mere annual. A careful inspection of the census will 
^how this to lie a mistake. It will show a system by which nature's geometric power of 
increase is brou<?ht into full phiy to crcjate a .s(//i/)/y of life adecpiate to an enormously 
enhanced roiif.nmption. It will reveal some of the secrets of the internal slave-trade, and 
indicate with certainty a catastrophe, t(i which we are approaching. 

'i'o place tlie necessary dat;i liel'orti the reader, we give, first, a synopsis of the slave 
and free colored pojuilation, with the ratio of slaves to free whites in IS'.'O and 1!330. 



SLAVE, FREE WHITE, AND FTIEE COLORED POPU LATION.— No. J. 



Si.ito.s ami 1 .Slaves. 
'Jeiritories. j 17'J0. 
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The ratio of the aggregate increase of the slaves in the slave states from 1820 to 1830 
was 2.8 per cent., per annum ; if we compare tlie increase of individual states with the 
increase by this ratio, we shall have the following result : — 



Loss from 1820 to 1830, in 

Delaware 2,661 

Maryland 38,797 

District of Columbia .... 2,300 

Virginia 91,549 

North Carolina 25,071 

South Carolina 25,849 

Kentucky 2,104 

188,331 



Gain in the same time, in 

Georgia 19,949 

Tennessee 35,842 

Alabama 62,259 

JNIississippi 22,337 

Louisiana 18,407 

Missouri 11,595 

Arkansas 2,441 

Florida 15,501* 

188,331 



Thus in 10 years were 188,331 slaves transferred from the northeast to the southwest. 
A part of this transfer is due to emigration, but another cause will be shown by the 



following tables. 



No. IL 

PARTICULARS OF COLOURED POPULATION IN 1830. 



DISTRICTS. 
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5,373 


103 


1,610 


2,294 


1,1^)4 


766 


290 


5 


147,824 


118,648 


75,073 


52.179 


22.340 


256 


19,383 


17,190 


9,043 


5,710 


2,090 


21 


90,838 


75,607 


40,307 


27,118 


11,484 


247 


103,344 


90,117 


62,399 


43,680 


15,679 


182 


76,469 


68,170 


39,967 


25,143 


7,612 


170 


62,475 


54,795 


27,374 


15,606 


4,852 


111 


6,675 


6,256 


2,7.55 


1,616 


570 


15 


47,60.- 


41,320 


20,728 


10,923 


3,050 


89 


43,223 


39,222 


22,188 


10,056 


2,807 


53 


21,897 


21 ,634 


13,930 


6,628 


1,527 


43 


18,888 


25,146 


22,443 


11,003 


2,905 


60 


8,426 


9,393 


G.875 


3.689 


736 


24 


9,483 


8,969 


4,2.57 


1,937 


427 


18 


1,648 


1,650 


794 


385 


93 


1 


5,061 


4,951 


3,391 


1,716 


401 


1 


700,820 


620,827 


370,330 


229,782 


b2,332 


1.404 


13 


32 


819 


834 


549 


7 


55 


208 


47 


36 


52 


5 


242 


246 


137 


99 


18 


5 


5,151 


4,618 


2,749 


2,282 


1,029 


26 


16,221 


13,412 


9,409 


8,677 


5,083 


136 


96,004 


91,217 


60,191 


'16,598 


24,934 


655 



• A part of these were received with the teri itoj y, but the error is not material. 
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No. III. 

ADULTS RELATIVE TO A GIVEN NUMBER OF CHILDREN, 



DERIVED FROM NO. 11. 



DISTRICTS. 



Delaware 

Maryland 

Dist. of Columbia. .. . 

Eastern Vir«jinia 

Western Virginia. ... 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Eastern Tennessee. • • 
Western Tennessee - • 

Alabama 

Mississippi • • 

Eastern Louisiana..- • 
Western Louisiana.. . 

Missouri 

Arkansas 

Florida 

AvKHAUE of above... . 

Illinois 

Delaware 

Maryland 

United States 



AGES. 



under lu* 


Uf 10 and 
uuder 24. 


Of 24 and 
under 30. 


Of 36 and 
under 55. 


Of 55 and 
under lUO. 


•jver 100. 


10,000 


13,511 


4,366 


1,498 


836 


46 


10,000 


9,746 


4,924 


3,264 


1,540 


29 


10,000 


14,218 


7,168 


4,758 


1,801 


31 


10,000 


8,026 


5.079 


3,530 


1,511 


17 


10,000 


8,869 


4,665 


2,946 


1,078 


11 


10,000 


8,323 


4,437 


2,985 


1,264 


27 


10,000 


8,720 


6,038 


4,227 


1,517 


18 


1 f\ AAA 


o,yio 


0,iZ( 




yya 


22 


10,000 


8,770 


4,282 


2,498 


777 


18 


10,000 


9,372 


4,127 


2,421 


854 


22 


10.000 


8,680 


4,354 


2,294 


641 


19 


10,000 


9,074 


5,133 


2,327 


649 


12 


10,000 


9,880 


6,376 


3,027 


697 


20 


10,000 


13,313 


11,882 


5,825 


1,538 


»" 


10,000 


11,148 


8,159 


4,378 


873 




10,000 


9,458 


4,489 


2,043 


450 


19 


10,000 


10,012 


4,818 


2,336 


595 


6 


10,000 


9,783 


6,700 


3,391 


792 


2 


10,000 


8,859 


5,284 


3,279 


1,175 


20 


10,000 


10,165 


5,661 


4,021 


744 


207 


10,000 
10,000 
10,000 


8,965 
8,268 
9,501 


.5,337 
5,801 
6,270 


4,430 
5,349 
4,854 


1,998 
3,134 
2,597 


50 
84 
68 



It is unfortunate for our purpose that the census includes in the same class slaves from 
ten to twenty-four years of age ; nevertheless, a glance at the latter table will sliow a great 
excess of adults at the south-west, and, with exceptions ratlier apparent thaii real, a cor- 
responding deficiency at the north-east. In regard to slaves between tLe ages of ten and 
thirty-six, the actual deviation iiom the average is as follows : — 



Excess. 

Delaware . . . 406 

Maryland . . . 1,838 

District of Columbia . 1,171 

South Carolina . . 6,357 

Alabama . , .279 

Rlississippi . . . 4,597 

Louisiana . , . 25,230 

Florida . . . 

Arkansas . . , 113 



41,176 



Deficiency. 



Virginia 


. 16,523 


North Carolina 


. 12,556 


Kentucky 


. 6,189 


Tennessee 


. 5,709 


Missouri 


186 


Georgia 


13 




41,176 



This immense disturbance of the uaturid state of tl)e slave poimlation could not have 
been produced by emigration. We do not pretend that it is the exact measure of the 
internal slave trade, it :s far short of that. For, every child born in Louisiana, 
aiississippi, or South Carolina, of slaves brought into the state between 1820 and 1830, 
diminishes the excess ; while, on the other hand, the removal from INIaryland or Virginia 
of those wlio would, have been parents there, in the same time, tends to hide the deficiency 
m tliose states. Indeed, if the slave trade be excessive, the consequent want of young 
children will make an apparent excess of adults in tiie slave-selling states, which ex- 
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plains the excess in Delaware and ]Maryland, states that have sold more slaves for their 
population than any others. ^ 

Tlie slaves, though tliey increase a little faster than the whites in the slave states, do 
not increase so fast as the whites in the whole country. The ratio of increasQ is the ratio 
of deaths le^^s the ratio of births. The ratio of children under ten must be nearly the 
same as tlie ratio of birtlis. Now, there are 47,134 slave children under ten more than 
there should l)e by the ratio of white children of the same age to the hole white popula- 
tion. Consequently the ratio of deaths must be much greater than among the whites, to 
make that of increase less. And this, too, while the colored are so much more long-lived 
thim the whites, that, of the free colored people in 1830, there were 655 over 100, while 
of tlie wiiites there were only 539. 

Again, the waste of life is shown by comparing the slave population with w^hat it 
would be by the ratio of the free colored, the number of children being given : — 



Ratio of free colored . . 
Actual slave population, 



Deficiency. 



i 


of 24 and 
under 3G. 


Of 36 and 
under 55. 


Of 5tj and 
under 100. 


Over 100. 


700,8'iO 
700,820 


665,875 
620,827 


439,389 
370,330 


340,161 
229,782 


182,016 
82,332 


4,781 
1,404 




45,048 


69,059 


110,379 


99,684 


3,377 



Total deficiency, 327,547. If the ratio of free colored adults is too high by all those 
who had bought their freedom, it is too low by all those who had been taken off by sea- 
faring, a mucli larger number, as will appear by comparing the sexes of the free colored. 
We affirm, then, that this deficiency represents a mass of more than 300,000 human 
beings, who were prematurely worn out on the cotton arid sugar ■plantutiom. 

By referring to the free colored population of the present slave states, it will be seen 
that there has been no considerable emancipation since 1810. The rate of increase from 
1790 to 1800, was nearly 7 per cent, per annum ; from 1800 to 1810, it was nearly 6 per 
cent. ; from 1810 to 1820, it was little more than 2 per cent. ; and from 1820 to 1830, it 
was 3 per cent. ; but a trifle greater than the increase of the free wliite population during 
the same time. 

]3y referring to the ratios of slaves to free whites, it will be seen that in the Carolinas 
and all the slave states west of the mountams, the slaves gained upon the whites. In 
South Carolina and Louisiana in 1830 there were more than 122 slaves to everv 100 
whites. The ratio of slaves to wliites was greater still in particular districts of those and 
some other states. In the parisl) of Jefferson La. there were 4907 slaves to 1596 whites. 
In Cliarleston district, S. C„ exclusive of the city, there were 46,548 to 7,976 wJiites; 
and in the parish of St. .lolm's Colleton, 9,480 slaves to 532 whites, or about eighteen 
slaves to every individual white. In Georgia the slaves have increased rapidly, and ex- 
ceed the whites in some of tlie counties, especially on the coast, but their relative number 
in the state was diminished by the large immigration of whites. 

Tlie census of 1830 shows a few slaves in the free states. In JMaine, New HampsJjire, 
A'ermont, lAIassachusetts, Ohio, and Indiana, there can be no slaves except those of 
sojourners from slave states. Massachusetts, then including Maine, abolished slavery by 
her mil of mghls, in 1780 ; New Hampshire did the same by her constitution in 1792 • 
and Vermont in 1793. Tlie new states, made of the north-west territory, were prevented 
from holding slaves by the ordinance of Congress of 1787. In Illinois, however, slaves 
are held by indenture, who cannot he sold out of the state, nor in it, except by their 
own consent, and have the privilege of being flogged by a magistrate. The same is per- 
haps true of the slaves in Michigan. Pennsylvania made all the children born of slaves 
after 1780 free when thtiy should arrive at the age of twenty-eight. A few of the old 
stock are yet in slavery, and some under twenty-eight, which seem to have been illegally 
increased since 1820 by accessions from slave states. New York enacted that those born 
of slaves after July 4ti), 1799, should serve only till twenty-eight if males, and twenty- 
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five ii" females. Again she enacted that those horn after 181.7, should serve only till 
twenty-one ; and in 1827, all the old stock, born before 1799, should be free at once. 
There may still be some of the servants under twenty-eight or twenty-one. Connecticui 
and Khode Island made the children born after 1784 serve only till twenty-five. In New 
Jersey a similar Act began to take effect in 1804. 

All the fearful efiects of slavery, which are so clearly mvealed by the census of 1830, 
are now going on upon a still larger scale. The production of cotton has doubled within 
the last ten years, and that of sugar has increased still faster. Every cent's advance in 
the price of either of these commodities, gives fresh impulse to tlie lash, which, even ten 
years ago, was sending to an untimely grave more than THIRTY THOUSAND 
HUMAN VICTIMS a year ! 



FACTS ILLUSTRATIVE 0 

Some years ago, a Baptist of Vermont 
was appointed a delegate to a number of 
Baptist associations. When he arrive^ in 
Philadelphia, he professed his intention to 
attend several of the associations in Vir- 
ginia ; and was especially anxious to com- 
preliend the true character and operations 
of slavery. In that city he met witli some 
brethren who understood the arcana of that 
hell-born contrivance ; and by tliem he was 
warned not to be imposed upon by tlie 
external glitter, and the comfortable drapery 
of the menial attendants about the mansion- 
house, assumed during the meeting of the 
association, and then carefully laid aside for 
a similar festival ; but lie was enjoined pri- 
vately to visit the " Negro Quarter," as the 
miserable huts of the coloured citizens are 
familiarly called. Thus adequately in- 
structed, he proceeded on his journey. 

About one-fouitli of the time, which he 
had specified for his absence, had elapsed, 
when the Green Mountaineer was at the 
deacon's house in Philadelpliia, and ac- 
counted for his speedy return by a state- 
ment to this effect. He had travelled on, 
gradually becoming more and more dis- 
satisfied with the scenes whicli he daily 
witnessed, until lie arrived about tlje Ap- 
pomattox river, wliere he was received at 
the liouse of one of tlie slave-driving 
nabobs, on the evening prior to the meeting 
of the association. The next morning after 
breakfiist, he proposed to take a walk, and 
by a circuitous route, unperceived, he ob- 
tained access to the " woni-out slaves." 
From them lie speedily lioard the heart- 
rending i-ecital of their awful prison-house ; 
the female violations, the unceasing stripes, 
the direful privations, and the frenzied 
despotism which were ever their inalienable 
portion. He also became acquainted with 
the audacious measures which were always 
adopted to impede among them all moral 
and religious instruction. About eleven 
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the horn resounded, and " the working 
hands " returned from the field to breakfast. 
The hard corn dough, which a hog can 
scarcely masticate, and insipid hommony, 
which hunger itself almost rejects, were 
their only food ; and time until sunset 
would not be allowed to swallow any more 
even of tliat unsavoury compost. The men. 
corroborated in full all the circumstances 
which the elder females had described ; and 
the Vermont preacher retired from his 
coloured associates in the true fanatical 
humour which characterized the primitive 
puritanis. 

About one o'clock a number of ministers 
and delegates to the association having ar- 
rived, they were invited to a sumptuous 
dinner. Ihe New-Englander was offered 
his choice of the whole ; but his stomach 
was so eiHingelically delicate, tiiat he could 
not eat. To all the apologies, entreaties, 
and apparent sympathies which encircled 
him, he finally ventured to make this homely 
reply : " My conscience will not permit me 
to partake of this food, while tlie people 
wlio work for it never taste a mouthful of 
'.lecessarv sustenance from one end of the 
year to the other. If T eat anything, it 
will be a plate of that hommony, or a slice 
of that coni bread, which the coloured peo- 
ple had for their breakfast." A bag of 
rattlesnakes let loose amongst them could not 
more have disturbed the men-stealers. 

The test was decisive and complete. Im- 
mediately after he was admonished to go 
away the greatest distance possible that 
night, as, if he staid, he would surely be 
killed ; and for his own safety, he was also 
advised not to attend any one of the Vir- 
ginia associations. As tlie consequence, 
the Christian fled from the American Sodom 
and Gomorrha, to detail the facts to his bre- 
thren in Philadeljihia. — Bournes Picture of 
blavery. 
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INTERNAL S 
[From the New 

Mr. Editor — On looking into the National 
Intelligencer of the 10th February instant, 
I find that the House of Representatives 
has resolved that " Congress ought not to 
interfere in any \Day with slavery in tlie 
District of Columbia." Ayes 163, nays 47. 

The same copy of the Intelligencer con- 
tains tho following advertisements, viz. 

CASH IN MARKET. 

I wish to purchase a number of servants 
of both sexes, for which I will ])ay the 
highest market price. Persons v/ishing to 
sell, will do well to call at my residence 
near the National Hotel. Letters addressed 
to me through the Post-office shall receive 
the earliest attention. 

William K. Williams, Washington. 

CASH FOR 200 NKGROES, 

Including both sexes, from twelve to 
twenty-five years of age. Persons having 
servants to dispose ot^ will find it their 
interest to give me a call, as I will give 
higher prices than any other purchaser now 
in this MARKET. I can at all times be found 
at the Mechanics' HaU, kept by B. O. 
Sheckle, and formerly kept by Isaac Beers, 
Seventh street, a few doors below Lloyd's 
tavern, opposite Centre Market. All com- 
munications promptly attended to. 

James H. Rich, Washington City. 

CASH FOR 500 NEGROES, 

Including both sexes, from 12 to 2n years 
of age. Persons having servants to dispose 
of will find it to tiieir interest to give us a 
call, as we vnll give higher prices in cash 
than any other purchaser who is now or 
may hereafter come intotlie market. 
Franklin & Arm held, Alexandria. 

You may perhaps wonder, Mr. liditor, 
what gentlemen in tlie district of Columbia 
can want so many servants for. One ad- 
vertises for an indefinite number — another 
for 200, and a third for 600 ! Please to 
take notice, that in two of these advertise- 
ments, reference is made to " this market." 
The market alluded to is the district of 
Columbia, the slave market of the United 
States ; and these gentlemen who want so 
many servants are slave traders. Of the 
value of this trade to the metropolis of the 



LAVE TRADE. 
York American,'] 

American Republic, you may form some 
idea by tho amount paid by the traders for 
the privilege of carrying it on. I quote from 
the laws of the City of Washington, page 
249 : " For a license to trade or traffic in 
slaves for profit, whether as agent or other- 
wise, /our hundred dollars." But you m."v 
])erhaps wonder again, Mr. Editor, what 
these gentlemen traders do with all tlieir 
servants. Let us again recur to the National 
Intelligencer of the lOth instant. We t])ere 
fmd the following notice : 

ALEXANDRIA AND NEW-ORLEANS PACKETS. 

Bri^ Tribune, Samuel C. Brush, master, 
will sail as above on the first of January ; brig 
Isaan Franklin, W. Smith, master, on the 
loth of January ; brig Uncas, Nath. Boush, 
master, on the 1st of Febniary. They will 
continue to leave this port on the 1st and 
15th of each month throughout the shipping 
season. They are all vessels of the first 
class, commanded by experienced and ac- 
commodating officers, will at all times go up 
the Mississippi by steam, and every exertion 
used to promote the interest of shippers 
and comfort of passengers. Shippers may 
prevent disappointment by having their ills 
of lading ready the day previous to sailing, 
as they will go promptly at the time. 

Servants, that are intended to be shipped, 
will at any time be received for safe keeping 
at 25 cents per day. " 

John Armfield, Alexandria. 
29th Dec. tf. 

Here we have, Mr. Editor, three slavers 
constantly engaged in the trade, and owned 
by one dealer. Would you know how these 
slavers are fitted up for "the accommodation 
of servants ? Mr. J. Leavit, of New- York, 
visited the brig Tribune, one of the above] 
in 1834, and published an account of his 
visit. He says, " The hold is appropriated 
to the slaves, and is divided into two apart- 
ments. The after-hold will carry about 80 
women, and the other about lOO 'men. On 
either side were two platforms running the 
whole length, one raised a few inches, and 
theotlier about half way up to the deck. 
They were about five feet and a half or six 
feet deep. On them they lie as close as 
tliey can stow away." 
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DISCUSSION BETWEEN MR. GEORGE THOxMPSON AND THE 
REV. R. J. BRECKINRIDGE. 

An important and deeply interesting discussion on the subject of American 
slavery has recently taken place in Glasgow, between Mr. George Thompson, 
the intrepid and able champion of the negro race, and the Rev. R. J. Breckin- 
ridge, an American Presbyterian minister. It was continued during five 
evenings, and has been reported in the Glasgow Chronicle and the Patriot 
newspapers. Wc understand that the whole will be published in a separate 
pamphlet, which we shall take the earliest opportunity of introducing to our 
readers. At present we have only space to express our admiration of the 
pre-eminent ability and entire self-command which Mr. Thompson displayed 
throughout the discussion, and to tender him our thanks for the large mass of 
valuable information with which he \as supplied the public. Never was a 
cause more triumphantly defended, no: the sophistries and evasions of an acute 
and merciless opponent more completely exposed. It would afford us pleasure 
to be able to record our approbation of the spirit in which Mr. Breckinridge 
conducted his part of the discussion. But truth compels us to say, that we 
have been grieved and disgusted at the rancorous hostility towards his 
opponent, which his speeches betray. He evidently sought to destroy the 
public reputation of Mr. Thompson, rather than to exhibit the real character of 
American slavery. No opportunity was lost of aiming a mortal blow at the 
character of one whose intrepid, disinterested, and successful exertions, on be- 
half of suffering humanity, entitle him to the respect of ever}' virtuous mind. 
It is humiliating to see a Christian minister, more especially one who appears 
amongst us as a representative of a highly respectable and religious body in 
America, so completely surrendered to the influence of a bad passion. Our 
own impression in reading the report of the discussion has been, that Mr. 
Breckinridge must have brought to this country feelings of deep mortifica- 
tion, arising from Mr. Thompson's successful exposure of the delusive and 
wicked nature of the colonization scheme; and that his spleen mastered his 
judgment, and vented itself in a manner discreditable to his character, both as 
a gentleman and a Christian. The result of the discussion may be inferred from 
the following extract from a note, addressed to Mr. Thompson, by one of the 
most respectable ministers in Scotland, who had been present during the 
debate : " My dear Sir,~How are you Glad and grateful, I dare say. God 
has given you and your cause victory and triumph. Poor Breckinridge ! what 
crushed man ! 



ANNUAL xMEETJNG OF 

It is well known to the anti slavery 
public that the Annual Meetings of the 
Baptist Union liave been looked forward to 
for some months with a feeling of very deep 
and general interest. Tlie conduct of the 
deputation recently appointed by that body 
to visit tlio Baptist churches in America 
having given rise to discussions wliich in- 
olved the consistency and character of the 
ody itself, it was feared either that public 



THE BAPTIST UNION. 

principles would be abandoned, or that per- 
sonal collisions of a most injurious and ex- 
ceptionable kind would ensue. Happily, 
however, these evils have beea entirely 
avoided, and a series of measures has been 
adopted which do full justice to the anti- 
slavery feeling of the Baptist body, and 
promise to accomplish extensive good 
amongst the sister churches of America. 
The attendance at the meetings of the Union 
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was more numerous than on any former oc- 
casion. Representatives were present from 
all parts of the country, and a deep and 
thrilling interest was universally felt in the 
topic which was expected to engage the at- 
tention of the brethren. The ministers and 
messengers met on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Friday, the 20th, 21st, and 24th of June, 
and the public meeting was held on the 
2'2nd. Several hours were occupied erich 
day in discussing tlie relation sustained by 
the body to the American churchos, and 
the extent to whioh it involved the English 
Baptists in the guilt of the slave system, so 
inconsistently sanctioned by a large portion 
of their transatlantic brethren. A consider- 
able number of the ministers and messengers 
urged an immediate termination of the cor- 
respondence into which the Union had en- 
tered with the American Baptists, but others 
who were equally decided in thei:- abhor- 
rence of slavery pleaded that the law of 
Christ had not yet been fully obeyed — that 
remonstrance, faithful, earnest, solemn re- 
nionsti-ance, should be tried ; and tliat on 
the effect of such remonstrance must depend 
the steps which should be taken. It was 
contended by the deputation that the Ame- 
rican Baptists had not refused to receive 
communications from the Union <m tiie sub- 
ject of slavery, but that they (the deputa- 
tion) on their own responsibility had ab- 
stained from introducing the topic at Rich- 
mond. It was ultimately agreed to try tlie 
effect of a firm and earnest appeal, and to 
suspend future proceedings on the result. 
All parties united in reprobating an inter- 
course which involved the condition either 
implied or expressed, that the Baptist Union 
was not publicly to protest against the 
wickedness of slavery, and openly to give 
to the abolitionists of America the benefit of 
their countenance and suj)port. This sen- 
timent was expressed in the third resolution, 
which was adopted by the brethren with 
the clear understanding that, if the execu- 
tive of the Convention should refuse to lay 
the communications of the Union before tlie 
body which it rejiresented, or that if the Con- 
vention should return an answer inconsistent 
witli the immutable principles of righteous- 
ness and the sentiments of Christian charity, 



all intercourse should cense with tlie slave- 
holding or slavery-sanctioning cliurclies of 
America.* The resolution was as follows : 

That tlie connexion with the Baptist 
churches in the United States contenii)lated 
l)y this Union, and sictually resulting from 
its proceedings, consists wholly in tlie main- 
tenance of a beneficial correspondence, hav- 
ing for its object tlie advantage of both jiar- 
ties, by an unfettered expression of opinion 
on all subjects connecled willi Cliristiau 
consistency, the advancement of religion, 
and the glory of God. 

As to tlie conduct of the deputation in 
America, ditTerent opinions were enter- 
tained. A large majority of tlie brethren 
deeply regretted that they had not identified 
themselves with the cause of abolition in 
that country by a public advocacy of its 
principles. jS'o douI)t, however, was enter- 
tained that they had acted conscientiously in 
the silence wliich they maintained, neitiier 
Avas an unkind or a disrespectful word ad- 
dressed to them. All sjioke their sentiments 
freely ; and tliose wlio dissented from the 
propriety of their measures, and deemed 
them injurious to the Anti-slavery cause, 
yet gave them credit for the honesty of their 
decision. The second resolution was de- 
signed to embody these sentiments : 

Tliat we affectionately congratulate our 
esteemed brethren, iha. Cox and Iluby, 
on their a])pearance amongst us this day, 
and tender to Aliniglity Cjod our gratffiil 
sense of his goodness in having preserved 
them during tlieir alisence, and in returning 
them safely to tl ir native liind. T!j;it wo 
desire to record jur conviction of tlm (!ili- 
gence, zeal, and aliility wifb wliich tbey 
prosecuted the denoiniiiaf ional objects of 
their mission, and to convoy to tlH;in our 
warmest thanks tor the valuable information 
whiidi they have supplied on these ^loints. 
That liaving sent our brethren to jiromote, 
amongst other objects, tlie sacred cause of 
negro emancipation, we rejoice to learn that 
they did on very many occasions convey to 
the ministers and churches of tlie Baptist 
body in America, our abhorrence of the 
slave system amongst them ; but tuat with 
the full assurance of the integrity of our 
brethren in tlie course which they adopted 
on this subject, we regret that the state of 
society rendered it -.idvisable in their judg- 
ment, in order to the attainment of the more 
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stticily denominational olyects, to refrain 
from introducing' it iu pid.'lic nieetinga, and 
to witlihold from the Abolition Society tlieij. 
encouragement and support. 

Tlie fourth resolution does full justice to 
the consistency of the Baptist denomination, 
by expressing in no measured terms its 
condenniation of tlie slave svstem, as it is 
unhappily allied with and influences the 
churches of America. 

That this meeting presents its Chris- 
tian acknowlodgments for the kindness 
shown to its Dejnitation hy the churches in 
America — both those of other denomina- 
tions a»ul those of our own — especially those 
meeting in the Iriennial Convention of Bap- 
tist clmrches. That it holds in high admi- 
ration their munificent and well-sustained 
exertions for tiie dissemination of the Gos- 
jiel, and for the education of Christian mi- 
nisters and missionaries ; and most cordially 
rejoicing in the large bestowment of the 
Divine blesshig upon their widely extended 
labours, it receives with j)leasure the kind 
invitation to continued intercourse addressed 
to them by their transatlantic brethren. 

'I'hnt whilst this meeting records with 
gratitude to Almighty God the fact, that 
niany hundred of Baptist pastors and 
churches have entered their solemn protest 
against slavery, yet it cannot but refer with 
deep regret to the wide and dreadful preva- 
lence of the svstem in America, and cannoi 
but n gard tlie repeal of all such laws as do 
III any way enforce or protect it, as an ob- 
ject of the greatest importance, demanding 
the vigorous exertion of all Christian ]>as- 
tors and churches, and their earnest perse- 
verance iu the use of those means which 
wisdom and jiiety may suggest for the im- 
mediate and universal extinction of an evil 
so disgraceful to any people possessing the 
Word of God. With increased solicitude 
does this meeting press this i)ainful subject, 
inasmuch as it appears, that even pastors 
and members of churches are the possessors 
of slaves, many of whom are their own bre- 
thren in tlie Lord — thus themselves inflict- 
ing upon those who are united with them 
in the same ordinances of the Gospel, those 
1-rw l wrongs wliicli are inseparal)le Irom a 
statfc of slavery, and incompatible with the 
maintenance of Christian fellowship. 

That this meeting refers with regret to 
the deep-rooted prejudice which so exten- 
sively prevails in America, against free per- 
sons of color, by which many and grievous 
injuries are inflicted ujion them: amongst 
those, more especially does it refer to that 
law whicli is understood to prevail in one 
or more of the Stmes, winch prohibits any 
one from teaching " any person of color, 
slave or free, to read or write," — a law di- 
rectly i)p}!osed to every feeling of humanity, 



and to every principle of the Gospel, it, 
therefore, entreats the ministersand churchas 
of Christ, in whom is neither " Jew nor 
Greek, barbarian nor Scythian, bond nor 
free," to cast from them such ungenerous 
and unholy prejudice, and to put the en- 
slaved people in possession of their social 
rights, in the seats of learning, the fellow- 
ship of citizens, and the sanctuaries of the 
i\Iost High. 

That this Meeting refers with confidence 
to the great experiment of emancipation in 
the colonial dependencies of the British em- 
pire, from which have proceeded many and 
great benefits ; and expresses its conviction, 
thatwhataver evils have arisen, havesprung, 
not from the liberty that has been given, but 
from the restrictions by which it was accom- 
panied. 

That tins meeting convinced of the para- 
mount importance of the objects to which 
these resolutions relate, most earnestly, 
most respectfully, most affection-ately, and 
most solemnly requests that large and in- 
fluential section of the Christian church, 
the Baptists in the United States of America, 
whose churches contain (it is computed) 
more than 600,000 members, and whose rise 
and progress from the days of Roger Wil- 
liams display so much of the grace and power 
of the Redeemer — bv their sense of equity, 
by their love of liberty, I'nd by their hope 
of salvation, to rouse themselves to the great 
but plain duty of securing first the rights of 
their oppressed but degraded fellow-sub- 
jects, and then of withholding no effort from 
the general cause of humanity and freedom, 
until the jubilee of universal emancipation 
is proclaimed. 

This resolution is to be forwarded to the 
executive of the triennial convention, ac- 
companied by a letter from the committee 
of the Union. Its transit will be followed 
by many prayers ; and we hope in some 
future number to have to record the j>r>iofs of 
its salutary influence. The Baptist deno- 
mination has now taken a position worthy 
of itself. As it was foremost iu the struf ^le 
against West India slavery, so it has now 
set an example which other churches must 
imitate, or else incur the reproach of being 
indifferent to the interests of humanity, and 
the honor of the Christian name. May 
their zeal abound — may a holy emulation be 
enkindled, till the whole moral force of 
British Christians shall be directed against 
this monstrous form of wickedness, which, 
lurking in the very precincts of the church, 
extends over all its operations an enfeebling 
and paralysing influence. 
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BESOLUTIONS OF SEVERAL ASSOCIATED BODIES Ox\ THE SUBJECT 

01'' AMERICAN SLAVERY. 



At the Axmual Meeting of the Congre- 
gational Union of Scotland, very numer- 
ously attended by ministers and members of 
the Congregational churclies, and held in 
Argyle Square cliapel, Edinburgh, on 
Thursday evening, the :nh May, IH'SG, the 
Rev. G. D. CvLLv.s, of Leitli, iu the chair. 
After the ordinary business hud been trans- 
acted, the following resolutions on the sub- 
ject of American blaverv were moved by 
the llev. IIai.i'ii Waiiulaw, D.D., of 
Glasgow, seconded by the llev. David 
llvssELL, D.D., of Dundee, and unani- 
mously adopted : 

1. That, as a meetin*? of the ConQ-resra- 
tional Union of Scotland, we are not to be 
considered, in regard to any sentiments we 
express, or any resolutions we adopt, as 
sustaining an official and representative 
character, or as assuming any kind or mea- 
sure of authority, which would be at vari- 
ance with the great distinguishing principle 
maintained by us, of the mutual indepen- 
dency of the churches of Christ ; that, in 
the resolutions which follow, we speak for 
ourselves, whilst, at the same time, we 
have abundant ground for entertaining the 
most confident assurance, that the}- are in 
full accordance with the views, and wislies, 
and prayers of the great body of the bre- 
thren throughout the country with whom 
we are associated. 

2. That, in the spirit of those Christian 
principles whicli are the foundation of our 
personal hopes, the elements of our spiritual 
life, aud the charter of our New Covenant 
liberties, we look back, with devout thank- 
fulness to tlie God of Providence, to the 
decision of our legislature, by which, after 
a long and arduous struggle, the slave 
trade was branded with the stigma, and 
condemned to the i)unishment, of felony j 
and, iu the same spirit, we contemplate the 
more recent act, following up the abolition 
of that nefarious traffic, by which a final 
termination has been put to slavery itself 
throughout all the colonial de})ondencies of 
the British empire — au act l)y which a 
seemly and glorious consistency lias been 
imparted to our chaiacter and institutions as 
a free people, and a dark cloud has been 
dispelled, which had long brooded over our 
beloved land, heavily charged with the 
vengeance of offended heaven. 

3. That at tiie time wlion this act was 
passed — an act demanded alike by the claims 
of humanity, justice, religion, and sound 
policy — one, and not the least of the 
sources of our grateful joy was, tlie san- 
guine anticipation of the beneficial influence 



which might be exerted on the counsels 
and conduct of other people, by the exam- 
ple of a nation occupying, through divine 
favour, so exalted and commanding a posi- 
tion as our country does, am.ongst the go- 
vernments, not of Europe only, but of the 
world— an influence of which our high 
estimate led us to clierish the deliglitfully 
cJieering hope, tliat, at no distant i)eriod, 
" every yoke should be broken," and, in all 
lands, " tlie opjjressed should go free." 

4. That we cannot but regard with feel- 
ings of special interest our transatlontic 
brethren in the United States of America, 
congratulating them on their j)articipation 
witlj ourselves, through the kindness of 
the same universal Ruler, in the precious 
blessings of a common freedom and a com- 
mon Christianity; holding iu admiration 
the amount of Christian liberality and 
Christian efibrt evinced by them, 'in the 
dissemination of the word "of God, and of 
the education requisite for the use of it 
through every part of their own territory, as 
well as for the complete evangelization of 
the world ; but that in proportion to the de- 
light we have experienced in hearing of 
such triumphs of Christian principle 
amongst them, have been our astonishment 
and concern, that both their freedom and 
their religion should be so sadly tarnished 
by the incongruous association with them 
of slavery, to so vast an extent, in all its 
hideous forms of traffic and oppression, and 
in regard to millions of inmiortal fellow- 
creatures, dependent upon them ; the sys- 
tematic proscription by severe penal laws 
of all that instruction which might impart, 
to the victims of corporeid thraldom, the 
knowledge which enlightens and saves the 
soul, and the liberty wherewith Christ makes 
sinners free ; and our wonder and sorrow 
are rendered the more intense by the infor- 
mation, that so many Christian men and 
Christian ministers stand chargeabie with 
vvhat we are constrained to denominate the 
sin of slave-holding and slave-dealing, in 
direct contravention, as we hold it to be, of 
tliose principles and precepts, wliich it is 
the very object of the CJuistian ministry to 
expound and inculcate, and of the Clrristian 
character to exemplify. 

5. That " God having made of one blood 
all nations of men to dwell on the face of 
the whole earth" — and all, sprung from u 
common origin, having become partakers in 
a common guilt, the objects of a common 
redemjjtion, we sincerely lament the exten- 
sive and deeply-rooted })revalcnce of a prt^- 
judice so unworthy the generosity of fr( c- 
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men, and of the humility and dignity of 
Cliristians, as that against colour — a preju- 
dice by which so many millions of fellow- 
men are placed under an unmerited and 
disgraceful opprobrium, are excluded from 
intercourse, are prevented from avail- 
ing themselves of such advimtages as 
might enable them to evince their fair 
average of intellectual endowment and 
moral cajiabilities ; and so to assume the 
position in society to which tJiey might 
thus establish their claim ; and even, in 
many instances, doomed to retain the stigma 
of marked separation in those ordinances of 
Christian communion, where all distinc- 
tions ought to be merged in the common 
characters of fellow-sinners and fellow- 
s'c'ints. 

6. That we cannot adopt, as the principle 
of our conduct, the spirit of the first mur- 
derer, "Am 1 my brother's keeper?" — but 
in the better spirit of that religion which 
associates in one holy and blessed fraternity 
" all that in every ])iace call upon the name 
of Jesus Christ cur Lord, both theirs and 
ours," and which imperatively prohibits our 
" suffering sin upon our brethren," we feel 
it our incumbent duty to expostulate most 
afl'ectionately, most respectfully, but most 
earnestly, with our transatlantic fellow- 
Christians, imploring them to lay to heart, 
in this matter, their duty to God the com- 
mon Father, to Christ tlie common Saviour, 
to their kindred of the human family, and 
especiallj'^lto those members of the redeemed 
family of God, who, with tliemselves, shall 
form a part of tlie "multitude wliicli no 
man can number, out of all people, and 
kindreds, and nations, and tongues, that 
shall stand at last before the throne, and 
before the Lamb ; " to rouse tljemselves 
from tiieir lethargy, and, in the power of 
tlie principles of our commor faith, with 
the largeness of heart which CJu-istianity 
inspires, the regard to Innnanity and justice 
wliich the Royal lav^ demands, and that 
practical consideration of the true interests 
of their country which a sound ])olicy dic- 
tates, to unite tlieir efforts and their j)rayers 
in breaking asunder the yoke, both of cruel 
bondage and of degrading prejudice — in 
lolling away tlie reproach that lies at once 
on their national and their Christian re- 
putation — and so liringi.ig down upon 
themselves, u[)on tlieir churdies, and upon 
their country, the blessing of iliin who, in 
immediate connexion witli sucii deeds of 
justice, and such "works of charit}, and 
labours of love," and in token of his gra- 
cious ajtproval of them when done for his 
name, has said—" Tlien sliall tliy light 
break forth as the morning, and tliine 
health shall spring forth speedily : and thy 
righteousness shall go before '' thee ; the 
glory of the Lord sliall be thy roanvatd." 



7. That, in such way as may be deemed 
most expedient and efficient by the Com- 
mittee of the Congregational Union, these 
resolutions be transmitted to our brethren 
of the Congregational churches in the 
United States of America, with assurances 
of our most cordial affection, and with 
earnest prayers that they may be received 
on their part in the same fraternal spirit in 
which, we are deeply conscious, they have 
been dictated on ours, and that, by the 
divine blessing, they may, in some small 
measure at least, contribute to the realiza- 
tion of the inexpressibly interesting and 
momentous objects to which they relate. 

G. D. CULLEN, 

Chairman. 
John Watson, 

Secretary to the Union. 



Resolutions on the subject of Negro 
Slavery in America, passed at the Associa- 
tion of Baptist Churches in the counties of 
York and Lancaster, held at Sutton in 
Craven, May 24 and '25, 1836. 
Resolved unanimously, 

1. That this Association, unfeignedly 
thankful to Almighty God for the love, the 
zeal, and the prosperity by which the Baptist 
churches in America have been so highly 
distinguished, offei's to them its congratula- 
tions on this behalf, and fervently prays that 
their numbers may be multiplied, and their 
joy and comfort in the Holy Ghost in- 
creased. 

2. That, nevertheless, it is with inexpres- 
sible sorro^v we hoar that negro slavery not 
only prevails amongst them, but is also ad- 
vocated by some of their number ; and that, 
even in the house and worsliip of God, a 
marked and invidious distinction is made 
between members of the same cliundios, 
merely on account of colour. 

3. That as God has made all nations of 
" one blood," and is the " Tather of tlie 
spirits of all flesh," it is our solemn and de- 
cided conviction, that the holding of pro- 
perty in the jiersons of immortal and respon- 
sible beings, is diametricallv opposed alike 
to the spirit of Christianity, which is 
" love ;" to its groat law, which re(]uires us 
" to do to others as we would they should 
do to us;" and to its unvarying tendency, 
which is to emancipate both body and 
soul. 

4. That in jiyrticulnr, as Christ has re- 
deemed all his people by his blood, has de- 
clared their equality as brethren, and j)rayed 
that they might be one, as He and his Father 
are one ; we firmly believe, that all needless 
and degrading distinctions amongst them, 
especially in the exercises of religion, are 
as much opposed to his mind, as they are 
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unseemly in themselves, and injurious in 
tlieir effects. 

5. Therefore, thoup;h the subject doubt- 
iosSr involves many difficulties, which claim 
and engage our sympathies toward our Ame- 
rican brethren, we do hereby, in the name 
of our common Lord and in the spirit of 
our common faith, call upon them most se- 
riously to consider the subject, and to make 
every possible exertion to remove tlicse de- 
plorable evils ; and thus to shake olF an in- 
cumbrance which oppresses their energies, 
and to wipe away a stain which tarnishes 
their glory. 

6. That the moderator forward copies of 
these resolutions for insertion in the Baptist 
jMagazine, and in the Patriot newspaper, 
and likewise for publication in New York. 

(Signed) J. D. Maiisii, Moderator. 
*^* This Association is the largest in 
England, and comprises a union of sixty 
churclies, containing nearly 6000 members. 



At a Meeting of the Ministers of the 
Leicestersliire Association of Jiaptist 
Churches, held in Leicester, June 13, 1836, 

It was resolved, 

1. That we have heard with extreme re- 
gret of tlie wide prevalency of slavery junong 
the professed followers of the lledeemer in 
America, and especially those of the Baj)- 
tist denomination ; and that we feel we 
should be guilty of a breach of duty towards 
our enslaved brethren, vi-ere we to refrain 
from recordinf;: our abhorrence of this sin. 

2. Tljat tlie unnatural antipatliy and the 
invidious distinction wliich obtain in Ame- 
rica towards persons of colour, whotlier free 
or enslaved, extending even to the house of 
Lind, and occasioning a disgraceful divisioa 
at the table of our coniuiun Lord, indicates 
a deeply diseased stH'iul condition, while 
the disgusting inllueuce of tlie system of 
slavery stands out in the most aifecting 1 glit 
in the fact that ministers of the gospel, with 
the deacons and nienil)ers of churches of 
Christ, can not Jonly l)uy and sell their fel- 
low-men, but dare lift up their voices in de- 
fence Jof this liideouH enorniitv, AvitJi its 
long train of calamities and horrors. 

3. That while tlie churches m America 
can tolerate the sin of slavery in their midst, 
we must receive with great suspicion the 
reports which reacli us of their religious re- 
vivals, believing, as we do, that tlieir con- 
duct must repel, rallier tlian attract, the 
Spirit of (iod, and that it has a fatal ten- 
dency to ]ir(piii<)ti! iiifide'ity botii in the 
church and in the world. 

4. That notliiiig would afibrd us sincerer 
pleasure than to iiear that the (juestion of 



slavery was occupying the deliberate cons'- 
deration of all professing Christians in 
America, whose hands are stained by it, 
and that the firm but affectionate remon- 
strances of tlie British churches were causing 
them to relax their hold of this inhuman 
system, while we unfeignedly regret that the 
deputation from Great Britain sent out by 
the Baptist Union should have retained 
silence on this subject ; conduct which, in 
our opinion, no considerations of expediency 
or feelings of policy could justify. 

5. That Avith these impressions we de- 
cline to extend the hand of fellowship to 
those societies in America calling them- 
selves churches of Christ, while the abomi- 
nation of slavery is cherished among them ; 
and that we think it a violation of consis- 
tency to receive any deputation from these 
assemblies to the churches of Christ in 
Great Bricain. 

6. That these resolutions be printed in 
the " Patriot" newspaper, and that they be 
transmitted through the proper medium to 
the Secretary of the Anti-Slavery Society in 
America. 

(Signed, at the request of the whole) 

J, P. MuRSELL, Chairman. 



At a Bleeting of the ministers and re- 
presentatives of the Baptist churches of 
St. Mary's, St. Clement's, and Orford Hill, 
Norwich, and those of Lynn, Yarmouth, 
Dereham, Swaft"ham, Worsted, Aylsham, 
Neatishead, Ingham, Foulshum, and Cossey, 
in the county of Norfolk, held at St. Mary's, 
Norwich, on the i^Oth of .1 uue, 1836 ; the 
Rev. W. BuocK in the chair: 
Resolved, 

1. That we feel ourselves called upon, 
by circumstances connected with the recent 
measures of the Baptist Union of London, 
emphatically to declare our solemn and 
deliberate conviction that the s}istem of 
slavery is utterly and irreconcilably at vari- 
ance with tlie religion of Christ ; and, con- 
soijuently, that all who profess and call 
themselves Christians, and yet continue to 
participate in that awful system, are main- 
taining a conduct just as opposite to the 
sacred dictates and the benign inlluences of 
the gospel, as is darkness to light. 

2. That in this conviction, v;hile on the 
one hand we remember with gratitude the 
distinguished j>art which our denomination 
has taken in the oveitlirow of slavery 
throughout the British dominions, we can- 
not but feel on tlie other hand the deepest 
sorrow and humiliation to learn from the 
oihcial report of tlie American churches, 
tliat they liave not (.mly taken no clear and 
decided stand, as a religious body, against 
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the crying evils of American slavery, but 
tliat their " southern brethren are generally, 
botli ministers and people, slave-holders." 
And that this fact is uUecred by their General 
Board, in justification of their declining to 
listen to the aftectionate and faithful remon- 
strance of our London ministers in Decem- 
ber, 1B;:>3 — because such interference would 
be regarded by tlieir slave-holding brethren 
as an impeacliment of their Christian cha- 
racter ; and we are yet more grieved by 
their invidious and anti-Christian exclusion 
of all colored ])ersons from communion with 
whites at the table of the Lord, and by 
consequence, from Christian fellowship 
generally. 

3. That so long as such shall continue to 
be the position deliberately maintained by 
the American 13aj)tists, in reference to sla- 
very — such their avowed estimate of its re- 
lation to Christian character — imd such their 
determination to submit to no remonstnmces 
on the subject — so long shall we feel it to 
be our corresponding and imperious d'uty, 
sorrowfully but firmly, to decline any frater- 
nal union with them, either by sending ad- 
dress or deputation to their body, or by 
giving to their deputation expected at our 
impending public meetings, any other re- 
ception than that dictated by Christian 
courtesy and English hospitality, accom- 
]ianied, however, by aftectionate expostula- 
tion, and by our fervent prayer that it may 
speedily please our Heavenly Father to show 
them "a more excellent way." 

(Signed^ William Buock, Chaii-man. 



At a Meeting of Baptist churches forming 
the Suffolk and Norfolk Old Association, 
assembled at Clare, Suffolk, on the first 
Tuesday and Wednesday in June, 1836 ; 

The following resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted : — 

1. That in common with many of our 
brethren in various parts of the kingdom, 
we regard American Slavery as existing in 
the churches of our denomination with feel- 
ings of the deepest abhorrence, and consider 
the iniquitous traiiic of man in his fellow- 
man, alike incompatible with the eternal 
principles of righteousness and the benevo- 
lent spirit and precepts of our holy religion. 

2. That we have blushed for human na- 
ture, but more for Christianity, when we 
have heard that members and pastors of 
American Baptist Churches hold their fel- 
low-men and fellow-Christians in all the de- 
gradation of perpetual bondage, and (if we 
are rightly informed) refuse to hail them as 
" brethren beloved," even at the table of 
the Lord, disdaining to celebrate the Sa- 
viour's love with those who, though of sable 
skin, are equally with themselves tlie ob- 
jects of redeeming mercy, and have the 
same right to share in all the privileges and 
sympathies of the communion of saints. 

' 3. That as we are unwilling to be " par- 
takers of other men's sins," we cannot de- 
sire any Union with the American Jiaptist 
churches, unless they will listen to the re- 
monstrances against this crying abomina- 
tion, which Christian duty must elicit from 
British Baptists. 



THE LOVE ( 

In Georgia, about three years ago, tliere 
lived a man, black but noble, a giant in 
strength, and in form an Apollo Belvidere, 
about thirty-five years of age, a slave, with 
a wife and four children, also slaves. The 
love of liberty burned irrepressibly in his 
bosom, and he determined to escape, and 
free his wife and cliildren at all haaard. He 
had heard of Canada, as a place where tiie 
laws made every man free, and protected 
him in his freedom. I'mt of its situation, or 
the road thither, or the geography of the 
intermediate country, he knew nothing. A 
Quaker who resided near him, being privy 
to his design, resolved to aid him in its ac- 
complishment ; and accordingly carried the 
slave and his fjimily fifty miles in a wagon 
by night. In tlie day time they lay con- 
cealed in the woods, and on the second 
night the same man carried them fifty miles 
further. At the end of the second night, 
he told the black man tlsat he could do no 
more for him, having already endangered 
both his life and property. He told the slave 
that he must not tnivel on the highway, nor 
attempt to cross a ferry, but, taking him by 



F LIBERTY. 

the hand, he committed him to God and the 
north star. This star he was to take as his 
guide, and it would lead hhn at length to 
the land of British freedom. The poor 
shive bade adieu to his benefactor, and, 
ifter skulking in tlie day, and travelling by 
night, he at length came to an unexpected 
obstacle. It was a broad river (the Savan- 
nah^, of whose existence he had not the 
least knowledge. But as nothing remained 
but to cross it, he tied his two young chil- 
dren on his back, and between swimming 
where it was deep, and wading where it was 
shalloiv, his two elder sons swimming by 
his side, he at lengtli made out to reach the 
opposite bank ; then returning, he brought 
over his wife in the same manner. In this 
way he passed undiscovered through the 
states of South and North Carolina and Vir- 
ginia, crossed Pennsylvania without even 
knowing that it was the land of the Quakers ; 
and finally, after six v.-eeks of toil and hard- 
ship, he reached Buffalo. Here he placed 
his wife and children in the custody of a 
tribe of Indians in the neighbourhood, for 
the poor man will always be the poor iniui'a 
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friend, and the oppressed will stand by the 
oppressed. The man proceeded to town, 
and, as he was passing through the streets, 
lie attracted the notice of a colored barber, 
also u man of great bodily pow^er. The 
barber stepped up to him, put his hand on 
his shoulder, and said, •* I know you are a 
runaway slave, but never fear, 1 am your 
friend." The man confessed he was from 
Georgia, when the barber said, "Your 
master inquired about you to-day, in ray 
shop, but do not fear, I have a friend 
who keeps a livery-stable, and will give us 
a carriage as soon as night comes, to cm-ry 
your family beyond the reach of a master.' 

As the ferr)'-boat does not run across the 
Niagara river in the night, by day-break 
they were at the ferry-house, and rallied the 
ferryman to carrj' them to the Canada shore. 
They hastened to the boat, and just as they 
were about to let go, the master was seen, 
on his foaming horse, with pistol in hand. 



calling out to the ferryman to stop and set 
those people ashore, or he would blow his 
brains out. The stout barber, quick as 
thought, said to the ferr}'man, " If you don't 
put oft' this instant, I'll be the death of you. " 
The ferryman, thus threatened on both sides, 
lifted up his hands, and cried, ''The Lord 
have mercy on me ! It seems I am to be 
killed any how ; but if 1 do die, I will die 
doing right," and cut the rope. 

The powerful current of the Niagara 
swept the boat rapidly into deep water, be - 
yond the reach of tyranny. Tlio workmen 
at work on the steam-boat Henry Clay, near 
by, almost involuntarily gave three cheers 
for liberty. As the bo'it darted into the 
deep and rapid stream, the people on the 
Canada side, who had seen the occurrence, 
cheered her course, and in a few moments 
the broad current was passed, and the man 
with his wife and children were all safe on 
British soil, protected by British laws ! 



PREJUDICE A( 
The river Juniatta is crossed between 
IM'Connelsburgh and Bedford. It is here a 
quiet stream meandering along at the foot of 
mountains oOC feet high, clothed with foli- 
age, and presenting many a bold projection 
and many a romantic glen. A storm here 
suddenly burst upon us, and the rain fell in 
torrents. Our driver was in no hurry to 
proceed, and the delay afforded an oppor- 
tunity for witnessing the injustice so often 
practised upon the blacks. A very respect- 
able-looking, well dressed young woman, 
had been waiting for the stage, and had 
paid her fare to go forward by it to the place 
of her residence. While we stood at the 
inn door, a gentleman, on examining his 
chaise, found it was out of repair, and 
thought it desirable to send forward his 
lady and two children in the stage, who 
accordingly got in. On hearing a plaintive 
entreaty, and a harsh, angry, repulsive 
reply, ray attention was drawn to the colored 
woman, who was earnest in imploring per- 
mission to go ; when the following dia- 
logue took place : — " I hope you will let 
me go. Sir 1" "I tell you you can't." " But 
Sir, you have taken my money !" " Well, 
you can't go." " You have received my 
money, Sir, and I think I ought to be per- 
mitted to go,- as 1 want very much to get 
home to-night." "You can't go, 1 tell 
you ; there is no room fur you." " I think 
there is room, Sir." " There's no room for 
you, and you slian't go." 

Not a voice was heard during this alter- 
cation to plead for a poor unfriended girl, 
respectable and pleasing both in manners 
and person. I was astonished that the lady's 
intercession was not em])loyed. Yet, j)er- 
haps, it was her prejudice, Avhich the stage- 
master consulted ; or, perhaps, it was that 
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of the lady's lord, who would not submit to 
the indignity of having his wife and children 
fellow-passengers with a color-ed person. 
However that may have been, when the 
driver's preparations convinced me I could 
witness no more, 1 took the liberty to in- 
terpose, saying in reply to the last decision, 
" there is no room for you," — " i think we 
can make room for the young woman ; at all 
events she shall have my place." Grieved as 
I felt at the thought of evils inflicted on this 
portion of my fellow-creatures, many of 
whom, too, are fellow-Christians, I could 
hardly forbear smiling at the dilemma into 
which the parties felt themselves so sud 
denly thrown ! Stupid as the blacks are said 
to be, I can only say, the young woman 
very quickly, but with great propriety, 
availed herself of the opportunity, and the 
coach-door being open for my entrance, she 
got in. I had no intention to be left behind ; 
and, therefore, immediately followed. The 
gentlemen standing round the coach seemed 
to be taken by surprise ; it was doubtless a 
singular occurrence ; but before their pre- 
sence of mind returned, the driver was in 
suificient self-possession to move off, and 
leave the discussion to those most concerned. 
I remarked two things when we had ad- 
justed ourselves in the coach ; first, there 
U'Ui, room in the stage, as we had not after 
all the full complement of passengers. 
Moreover, the lady, who woidd not have 
interfered to prevent the young woman from 
being left behind, though, so far as I could 
see, she herself was the cause of it, was 
willing enough to let the good tempered 
girl have the trouble of nursing all the way, 
and of trying to ])lGasc and keep quiet one 
of the children. — Baptists in America. 
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BRIEF NOTICES OF THE PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE OF 
ABOLITION IN THE UNITED STATES.— No. II. 

One of the finest spectacles presented to the eye of observation in modern 
times is, the voluntary association of individuals for the universal abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade. In England, France, and Brazil, societies exist for 
the accomplishment of these noble objects; but in no country in the world has 
the abolition cause ever assumed so sublime an attitude as in the United States 
of America at the present tirne. There it has to contend, unaided and alone, 
with the spirit of despotism entrenched behind the most cruel and oppressive 
laws, and backed by public opinion and brute force. The executive government 
of the country is against it ; the president of that mighty republic, the democrat 
Andrew Jackson himself, being a slaveholder. The power of the legislature is 
against it. Senators and representatives, with but few exceptions, have deter- 
mined to crush it, and are only restrained from passing the most tyrannical laws 
by the fear that the fetters they would forge for others might, by an act of re- 
tributive justice, be fastened on themselves. The great bulk of Christian pro- 
fessors are against it. They either maintain a guilty silence on the great iniquity 
of the land, or openly range themselves on the side of the oppressor, and par- 
ticipate his sin. The power, the Wealth, the influence, and the passions of the 
multitude being against them, the abolitionists of America have to endure the 
unmitigated storm of popular fury and indignation. In the north they are 
mobbed, their persons injured, and their property destroyed. In the south they 
are scourged, mutilated, and put to death without mercy and without law ; but, 
strong in the righteousness of their cause, in the truth of their principles, in the 
purity of their motives, in the patriotism and Christianity of their object, in the 
prayerful and persevering spirit in which it is pursued, and, above all, in the 
promised blessing of God, they look for a triumphant and speedy issue to their 
labours. Already " the little one has become a thousand, and the small one a 
strong nation." Their appeals to the judgments, consciences, and hearts of the 
people are irresistible. With the Bible in one hand, and the declaration of in- 
dependence in the other, they plead the cause of two millions and a half of 
their fellow-men, oppressed and down-trodden— robbed and spoiled— tortured 
and slain, to gratify the lust of gold and the love of domination. And they 
have pledged themselves before God, and to each other, " whether they live to 
witness the triumph of justice, liberty, and humanity, or perish untimely as 
martyrs in this great, benevolent, and holy cause," to cease their labours only 
witli their lives. 

E 
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In December, 1833, " Th}.; Amehioan Anti-Slavery Society" was formed at 
Philadelphia, fifty-two delegates, representing the abolitionists in ten of the 
free states, being- present. Tokens of the divine approbation were not wanting 
in their assembly. In the holy and arduous work they contemplated, their hearts 
were knit together as the heart of one man, and unity of counsel and action 
was the result. 

On the Gth of IMay, the following year, the Society held its first AnnivetPi-ry 
in New York. Durino the five months which intervened betwee;i the formation 
of the Society, and its anniversary, 25,000 copies of a monthly publication 
American Anti-Slavery Reporter) were printed, and from 2000 to 3000 
of them gratuitously' distributed. The Committee reported that " protracted 
discussions had been held in a great number of places," with decided advantage 
to the cause of abolition j and thai three colleges, viz., Hudson, Ohio, the Oneida 
Institute, and Lane Seminary, had been won over to its support. The circum- 
stances connected with tlie adhesion of the latter institution to Anti-Slavery 
principles, were singularly interesting. The students there were about 100 in 
number, many of whom were the sons of slave-holders, and one of them was a 
slave-holder himself. After eighteen evening:^ discussion, all, with the exception 
of five or six men from the north, signed the constitution of the Anti-Slavery 
Society, and have since voluntarily withdrawn from the seminary rather than 
abandon their principles. Several of these gentlemen are now among the most 
talented and intrepid advocates of the oppressed slave. 

The disinterested attempt of Miss Prudence Crandall to impart education to 
young females of color of respectaMe parents, deserves honorable mention. 
This lad}' opened a school, for their instruction in the higher branches of 
female accomplishment, at Canterbury, in Connecticut. The prejudice which 
existed against the unfortunate class of persons to which they belonged, was 
called into activity hy this circumstance. There were meetings of the select 
men and inhabitants called, at which the most disgraceful resolutions were 
passed. Miss Crandall was first entreated to abandon her school, and then 
tlireatened with their vengeance if she did not compl}' with their request. One 
of her pupils was brought before the magistrates, as an intruder into the town, 
and sentenced, under an old law, to be fined ; and, in default of payment, to 
rcee'iYc ten lashes on her bare person ! The tradesmen of the town refused to 
supply her school with necessaries, and the apothecary with medicines, for the 
use of her pupils. The windows of her house were broken j her friends shame- 
fully assaulted ; and every annoyance which a malignant ingenuity could devise 
was resorted to, to compel her to abandon her laudable intention. After having 
herself been prosecuted, cast into prison, and haras sed in various ways, she was 
finally obliged to yield to the rancorous hostility of her persecutors, or rather to 
the wicked prejudice against color in which they indulged. 

Among the many powerful and eloquent addresses delivered at the anniversary 
meeting, perhaps the most tlirilling was that of Mr. James A. Thome, of Ken- 
tucky. That gentleman had been surrounded from earliest infaricy with all the 
appalling incidents of slavery, and was well qualified to bear testimony to its 
true character. After having depicted the sufFerings of the slaves — " Sufferings 
inconceivable and innumerable — anguish, from mind degraded — hopelessness, 
from violated chastity — bitterness, from character, reputation, and honor annihi- 
lated — unmingled wretchedness, from the ties of nature rudely broken and 
destroyed — the acutest bodily torture in every muscle and joint — groans, tears, 
and blood — lying for ever ' in perils among robbers, in perils in the city, in 
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perils in tlic wilderness, in perils among false brethren, in %vearincss and pain- 
fulness, in watcliings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness' " — Mr. Thome proceeded to unfold the moral horrors of the prison 
house. " But the poor slaves — no ties of sacred home tlirown around them — 
no moral instruction to compensate for the toils of the day — no intercourse, as 

of man with man The slaves, thus cut off from all community of 

feeling with their masters, roam over the village streets, shocking the ear with 
their vulgar jestings and voluptuous songs, or opening tlieir kitchens to the 
reception of the neighboring blacks, they pass the evening in gambling, dancing, 
drinking, and the mo?,t obscene conversation, kept up until the night is far spent, 
then crown the scene with indiscriminate debauchery ! Where do these things 

occur ? In the kitchens of church members and elders." "I would 

not have you fail to understand that this is a general evil. Sir, what I now say, 
I say from a deliberate conviction of its truth ; let it be felt in the North, and 
rolled back upon the South, that the Slave States are Sodoms, and almost every 

village family is a brothel." " Let me be understood here. This 

pollution is the offspring of slavery ; it springs, not from the character of the 
negro, but from the condition of the slave." 

The Rev. S. S. Jocelyn, of New Haven, in supporting a resolution " that the 
American church is guilty of the sin of slavery," made the following remarks. 
" Among the more than two million slaves in this land, there are computed to 
be more than five hundred thousand infants, helpless and dependant. These 
^poor innocents,' at their birth, are offered to the Moloch of American oppres- 
sion. Their entire existence is sacrificed on this bloody and obscene altar. 
Not less than two hundred of these innocents are born daily. Yes ! this day, 
two hundred have been added to their number. And not less than three 
hundred thousand of the slaves of this land are held by evangelical Christians ! 
They are held essentially in the same debasing and degrading bondage — subject 
to the same sj'stem of cruelty and ojjpression with the rest of tlieir race ; — 
denied the means of education — forbidden to read the Bible — unprotected by 
the laws — uncultured in their minds — ^un reformed in their morals. 

" Slavery is a sj'stem of pollution. It recognizes no law of purity. It knows 
no marriage for the slave. It annuls the seventh command of the Decalogue. 
It is a common thing for a female slave, a member of a church, to change hus- 
bands, and yet remain in fellowship witli the church ! This is done because 
females, as well as males, are sold from one plantation to another, as the 
interests or necessities of the masters require, and husbands and wives are 
separated, to sec each other's faces no more. And there are not wanting Chris- 
tians and ministers to justify this breach of the commands of God, on the part 
of tlie slaves, on account of the peculiar circumstances in which they are 
placed. Yet tlie laws and practices which create these circumstances are per- 
mitted to go unreproved. 

"Again, there are churches whose fu7ids for the support of the ministry con- 
sist, not in glebe lands, or money at interest, but in slaves! the flesh and bones, 
and bodies and souls of men ! 

" The American church holds the keys of the great prison of oppression, 
and refuses to unlock its doors. She does it at the South — by her general 
example. She does it by decrying discussion — and by the influence of her 

religious press The Methodist church in its conferences, and the 

Presbyterian church in its general assembly, have sanctioned slaver}'. The 
Methodist church, by altering her salutary discipline— the Presbyterian church, 
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by blotting out, in 1818, the noble testimony against oppression, wliicli, until 
then, hjid stood recorded in its standards- Among the Baptist, Episcopalian, 
and other churches, no favorable movement has been made. The Friends in- 
deed, a long time since, took a correct stand, but they stood alone. And at the 
North, the church refuses to unlock the prison, by apologizing for the sins of 
the South- -by making exceptions and provisos where the law of God has made 
none — by fostering unholy hatred and prejudice — by denj^ing the power of the 
gospel to eradicate the hatred she cherishes — by her pulpits — by her presses — 
by her reviews — by upholding the prejudice that upholds slavery — by adducing 
scripture in its support — by caressing slave-holders — ^by denouncing emancipa- 
tion — by branding even her members as cut-throats, incendiaries, firebrands, 
and madmen, whenever they utter a note of remonstrance or of warning. Here 
is a moral power ; but wielded as Satan would have it wielded. Hers are the 
keys ; but the doors are closed, and the church refuses to open them. Yes ! in 
the church is lodged the moral power of the nation ; but it is a moral power, 
prostituted in prolonging the system of outnige, pollution, and death." 

It was at this Meeting that Dr. S. H. Cox, of New York, repudiated the 
Colonization Society, and the doctrine of gradual emancipation ; and, in an 
eloquent speech, maintained the duty of immediate and universal abolition. 
" And," said Dr. C, " I have come to the conviction by calm inquiry and some 
prayer, that this cause will go, and it is the only cause which will go." 

Captain Stuart, from England, arrived in time to be present at the Meeting, 
as the representative of British Abolitionists. This Christian gentleman, so 
well known in this country for the valuable services he rendered to the cause of 
negro freedom here, has devoted himself to the same great work in the United 
States, and has been eminently useful there. 

C To be continued.) 



ADDRESS OF THE SYNOD OF KENTUCKY, ON SLAVERY. 

The progress of abolition principles in America is strikingly displayed 
in an address published last year by the Presbyterian Synod of Kentucky. 
It was drawn up by a Committee specially appointed " to digest and pre- 
pare a plan for the moral and religious instruction of the slaves, and for 
their futiure emancipation and it furnishes a description of American 
slavery, which completely bears out the representations of abolition writers. 
Kentucky is a slave state, and the persons who prepared this address con- 
sequently possessed ample opportunities of knowing the system which they 
describe in such dark and fearful, colours. They live in the midst of its 
operations, and daily witness the degradation and misery it engenders. 
Nor are they open to the suspicion of being disposed to exaggerate the 
evils which flow from it. No unfriendly disposition to the master ciui be 
imputed to them, and they are perfectly free from the fanaticism' of the 
abolitionists. These circumstances render their testimony the more valu- 
able, and will secure for their statements a degree of attention and con- 
fidence which might be refused to others. The length of the address pre- 
vents our inserting it entue, which Ave much regret ; but our extracts Avill 
sufficiently indicate its chaiactcr and tendency. 
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Dear Brethren The will of Synod has made it our duty to lay before you 
" a plan for the moral and religious instruction, as well as for the future eman- 
cipation, of the slaves" under your care. We feel the responsibility and difficulty 
of the duty to which the church has called us ; yet the character of those whom 
we address strongly encourages us to hope that our labor willnotbein vain. You 
profess to be governed by the principles and precepts of a holy religion ; you 
recognize the fact that you have yourselves " been made free" by the blood of 
die Son of God ; and you believe that you have been imbued with a portion of 
the same spirit which was in " Kim, who though he was rich, yet for our sakes 
became poor." When we point out to such persons their duty, and ca!' upon 
them to fulfil it, our appeal cannot be altogether fruitless. But we have a still 
stronger ground of encouragement in our firm conviction, that the cause which 
we advocate is th ^ cause of God, and tluit his iissistance will make it finally 
prevail. 

We earnestly entreat you, brethren, to receive our communication in the same 
spirit of kindness in which it is made ; and permit neither prejudice nor interest 
to close your minds against the reception of truth, or steel yoMt hearts against 
the convictions of conscience. 

We all admit that the system of slavery, which exists among us, is not right. 
Why, then, do we assist in perpetuating it? Why do we make no serious 
efforts to terminate it ? Is it not because our perception of its sinfulness is 
very feeble and indistinct, while our perception of the difficulties of instructing 
and emancipating our slaves is strong and clear .J* As long as we believe that 
slavery, as it exists among us, is a light evil in the sight of God, so long will we 
feel inclined to pronounce every plan that can be devised for its termination, 
inexpedient or impracticable. Before, then, we unfold our plan, we wish to 
examine the system, and try it by the principles which religion teaches. If it 
shall not be thus proved to be an abomination in the sight of a just and holy 
God, we shall not solicit 3'our concurrence in any plan for its abolition. But if, 
when fairly examined, it shall be seen to be a thing which God abhors, we may 
surely expect that no trifling amount of trouble or loss will deter you from 
lending your cflTorts to its extermination. 

Slavery is not the same all the world over ; and to ascertain its character, in 
any particular state or country, we must examine the constituents and efliects of 
the kind of slavery which there ea^ists. The system, as it exists among us, and is 
constituted by our laws, consists of three distinct parts — a deprivation of the 
right of property, a deprivation of personal liberty, and a deprivation of personal 
security. In all its parts it is, manifestl}', a violation of the laws of God, as 
revealed by the light of nature as well as the light of revelation. 

1st. A part of our system of slavery consists in depriving human beings of the 
right to acquire and hold property. Does it need any proof to show, that God 
has given to all human beings a right to the proceeds of their own labor ? The 
heathen acknowledge it — every man feels it. The Bible is full of denunciations 
against those who withhold from others the fruits of their exertions. "Woe 
unto him that buildeth liis house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong ; 
that useth his neighbour's service without wages, and givetli him not for his 
work.''*' — Does an act which is wrong, when done once, and towards one 
individual, become right because it is practised daily and hourly, and towards 
thousands ? Does the Just and Holy One frown the less upon injustice, because 
it is systematically practised, and is sanctioned by the laws of the land ? 

* Jcromiah xxii. V3. Scu also James v. 4. Lev. xix. 13. Deut. xxiv. 11, I j. 
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2nd. The depnvation of personal liberty forms anotlier part of our system of 
slavery. Not only has the slave no right to his wife and children, he has no 
right even to himself. His very body^ his muscles, his bones, his flesh, are all 
the property of another. The movements of his limbs are regulated by tlie will 
of a master. He may be sold, like a beast of the field ; he may be transported 
in chains, like a felon. 

Still further, the deprivation of personal liberty is so complete, that it destroys 
the rights of conscience. Our system, as established by law, arms the master 
with power to prevent his slave from worshipping God according to the dictates 
of his own conscience. The owner of human beings among us may legally 
restrain tham from assembling to hear the instructions of divine truth, or even 
from ever uniting their hearts and voices in social prayer and praise to Him who 
created them. God alone is Lord over the conscience. Yet our system, 
defrauding alike our Creator and our slaves, confers upon men this prerogative 
of Deity. Argument is unnecessary to show the guilt and madness of such a 
system. And do we not participate in its criminality, if we uphold it? 

3rd. The deprimtion of personal security is the remaining constituent of our 
system of slavery, — The time wu?, in our own as well as in other countries, 
when even the life of the slave was absolutely in the hands of the master. It 
is not so now among us. The life of a bondman cannot be taken with impunity. 
But the law extends its protection no further. Cnielty may be carried to any 
extent, provided life be spared. Mangling, imprisonment, starvation, every 
species of torture, may be inlliclcd upon him, and he has no redress. But, not 
content with thus laying the body of the slave defenceless at the foot of the 
master, our system proceeds still further, and strips him, in a great measure, of all 
protection against the inhumanity of an}' other white man who may choose to 
maltreat him. The laws prohibit the evidence of a slave against a white man 
from being received in a court of justice. So that wantonness and cruelty may 
be exercised by any man with impunity upon these unfortunate people, 
provided none witness it but those of their own color. In describing such a 
condition, we may well adopt the language of sacred writ: "Judgment is 
turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off; for truth is fallen in the 
street, and equity cannot enter. And the Lord saw it, and it displeased him 
that there was no judgment." 

Such is the essential character of our slavery. — Without any crime, on the 
part of its unfortunate subjects, they] are deprived for hfe, and their posterity 
after them, of the right to property, of the right to liberty, and of the right to 
personal security. These odious features are not the excrescences upon the sys- 
tem—they are the system itself— they arc its essential constituent parts. And 
can any man believe that such a thing as this is not sinful — that it is not hated 
by God — and ought not to be abhorred and abolished by man ? 

But there are certain effects, springing naturally and necessarily out of such a 
system, which must also be considered in forming a proper estimate of its 
character. 

1. Its most striking effect is, to deprave and degrade its subjects by removing 
from them the strongest natural checks to human corruption. 

2. It dooms thousands of human beings to hopeless ignorance. Througliout our 
whole land, so far as we can learn, tliere is but one school in which, during the 
week, slaves can be taught. The light of three or four Sabbath schools is seen, 
glimmering through the darkness that covers the black population of a whole 
state. Here and there a family is found, where humanity and religion impel the 



Address of the Synod, of Kc.nliich/. 



31 



master, fnistresf, or cliiklren, to the laborious t«sk of private instruction. Great 
lionor is due to those engaged in this philanthropic andself-denj-ingf course; and 
their reward shall be received in the day, •when even a cup of cold water, given 
from Christian motives, shall secure a recompencc. But, after all, what is the 
utmost amount of instruction given to slaves ? Those who enjoy the most of it, 
are fed with but the crumbs of knowledge which fall from their master's table— 
they are clothed with the mere shreds and tatters of learning. 

Nor is it to be expected that this state of things will become better, unkss it 
is determined that slavery shall cease. The impression is almost universal, that 
intellectual elevation unfits men for servitude, and renders it impossible to re- 
tain them in this condition. This impression is unquestionably correct. The 
weakness and ignorance of their victims is tlie only safe foundation on which 
injustice and oppression can rest. And the effort to keep in bondage men to 
whom knowledge has imparted power, would be like the insane attempt of the ' 
Persian tyrant, to chain the waves of the sea, and whip its boisterous waters 
into submission. Wc may as soon expect to fetter the winds, seal up the clouds, 
or extinguish the fires of the volcano, as to prevent enlightened minds from re- 
covering their natural condition of freedom. Hence in some of our states, laws 
have been enacted, prohibiting imder severe penalties the instruction of the 
blacks ; and even where such laws do not exist, there are formidable numbers 
who oppose, with deep hostility, every cfTort to enlighten the mind of the negro. 
These men are determined that slavery shall be perpetuated ; and they know 
that their universal education must be followed by their universal emancipation. 
They are then acting wisely according to the wisdom of this world, when they 
deny education to slaves — they are adopting a measure necessary to secure their 
determined purpose. It is, however, policy akin to that which once induced 
the ruffian violators of female chastity, to cut out the tongue, and cut off the 
Iiands of their victim, to disable her from uttering or writing their names. She 
had to be maimed, or they would be brought to justice. It is such policy as the 
robber exhibits, who silences in death the voices that might accuse' him, and 
buries in the grave the witnesses of his crimes. He is determined to pursue his 
occupation, and his safety in it requires that he should not indulge in the weak- 
nesp of keeping a conscience. How horrible must be that system, which, in the 
opinion of even its strongest advocates, demands as the necessary condition of 
its existence, that knowledge should be shut out from the minds of those who 
live under it — that they should be reduced as nearly as possible to the level of 
brutes or living machines — that the power of their souls should be crushed ! Let 
each one of us ask, Can such a system be aided or even tolerated without deep 
criminality } 

fi. It deprives its subjects, in a great measure, of the privileges of the gospel. 
You may be startled at this statement, and feel disposed to exclaim, *^Our slaves 
are always permitted, and even encouraged, to attend upon the ordinances of wor- 
ship." But a candid and close examination will show the correctness of our charge. 
The privileges of the gospel, as enjoyed by the white population in this land, 
consist ixi Jree access to the Scriptures, a regular gospel ministry, and domestic 
means of grace. Neither of these is, to any extent worth naming, cnjoj-cd by 
slaves, as a moment's consideration will satisfactorilv show. The law, as it is 
here, does not prevent/ree accm /o the Scriptures — but ignorance, the natural 
result of their condition, does. The Bible is before them, but it is to them a 
scaled book. " The light shineth in the darkness, but the darkness compre- 
hendcth it not.*' Like the paralytic, who lay for years by the pool of Betliesda^ 
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the waters of healing are near thorn, but no kind hand enables them to Ir}* their 
efficacy. Very f nv enjoy the advantawos of a regular gospel ministry. They 
are, it is trac, pernitted generally, and often encouraged, to attend upon the mi- 
nistrations specially designed for their masters. But the instructions, communi- 
cated on such occasions, are above tlie level of their capacities. They listen as 
to prophesyings in an unknown tongue. The preachers of their own colour arc 
still farther from ministering to their spiritual wants — as these impart to them, 
not of their knowledge, but their ignorance ; they heat their animal feelings, but 
do not kindle the flame of intelligent devotion. When the missionaries of the 
cross enter a heathen land, their hope of fully christianizing it rests upon the 
fact, that they can array and bring to bear upon the minds of the»se children of 
ignorance and sin, all those varied means which God has appointed for the re- 
formation of man. But while the system of slavery continues among us, these 
means can never be efficiently and fully employed for the conversion of the de- 
graded sons of Africa. Yet " God hath made them of one blood" with ourselves; 
hath provided for them the same redemption ; hath in his providence cast souls 
upon our care ; and hath clearly intimated to us the doom of him, who "seeth 
his brother have need, and shuttcth up his bowels of compassion from him." If 
by our example, our silence, or our sloth, we perpetuate a system, which para- 
l3'ses our hands when we attempt to convey to them the bread of life, and which 
inevitably consigns the great mass of them to unending perdition, can we be 
guiltless in the sight of Him who hath made us stewards of his grace ? 

C To be continued. J 



LETTER FEOM DR. S. H. COX, ON HOLDING CHRISTIAN COM- 
MUNION WITH SLAVE-HOLDERS OR SLAVE-DEALERS. 

The Americans are taking riglit ground on the question — ^the deeply 
important and practical question, of holding communion vnth the patrons 
of slavery. We hope their expmple will he extensively followed, and that 
the principles indicated in the tbllowing letter will he fairly acted on, both 
in Britain and in the United States. The time is past for compromise. 
American Slavery is now known, and condemned as a manifest violation of 
the divine law. Its character is admitted to he sinful ; and its abettors, to 
he implicrjicd in guilt. Consistency, therefore, requires thpt British 
churches s hould demand the fruits of repentance to be brought forth, be- 
fore they '.nter into closer association with the transatlantic communities. 
To contin ae our intercouse while they persist in their iniquities, would be 
to involve ourselves in their guilt, and to harden their hearts against the 
truth. We strongly recommend the Birmingham resolution, printed in 
another part of our journal, to the imitation of our churches. Dr. S. L. 
Cox is advantageously known as a highly respectable preshyteriar minis- 
ter, who some time since visited this country, and on his return to America 
avowed his adherence to the principles of immediate emancipation. He 
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has since zealously labored iu tlieir behalf, and has been rewarded for 
his philanthropy by the pro-slavery mob of New York. He is now the 
president of the Auburn College. 

To Dk. Jona a. Allkn, Miildkbury, Vermont. 

Auburn, N. Y., Feb. 10, 183G. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours of the 25th ultimo duly reached me ; but 'my oflicial duties have 
hhulercd this answer for several days ; and at present, I feel that the time ade- 
quate to the preparation of a proper answer, is not at my control. 

You especially invite my attention to the question, " What have Chrhtians in 
the non-slaveholding states to do with slavery ? Ought they to hold communion 
with slave-holders or slave-dealers, even if the cases are modified as much as that 
of the Rev, Dr. Ely, for example ? 

There is a manifest difference between principles abstract^ and absolutely 
viewed, and their application to particular cases ; these may be qualified and 
even palliated, just for the same reason that they may be aggravated also, by 
circumstances. That slavery, the sj'stem identically of our own country, is in- 
trinsically and pre-eminently wrong, is at variance with the everlasting righte- 
ousness of the moral empire of God, or, as the lawj'ers say, is malum in se, is a 
proposition of almost self-evident truth. I know that all masters are not equally 
cruel, covetous, or obdurate j and that all slaves are not equally abused : nay, 
that some are treated comparatively well and kindly, and are comparatively 
happy. But what of this, as it respects the conscience } It is all one system. 
Every owner of a slave, not (;ven my honored friend above named excepted, up- 
holds the system — lends it the awful sanction of his practice, his influence, and 
his name ; and is, like a temperate drinker (as it respects another grand moral 
interest of reform), a mighty obstacle to the ascendancy of correct sentiment and 
correct action in the community. 

I am more struck with the similarities of injury, than widi the seeming ex- 
ceptions of favor, in the privations and degradations of the slaves. The experi- 
ence of the worse treated, is the liabiUty of the best treated of them all ; and 
every good master, who dies intestate, leaves to the machinery of the law the 
disposal of his whole estate — his fellow-creatures included ; and the hammer of 
the auctioneer is invoked to sell them, singly, or in pairs or lots, to suit pur- 
chasers ; as are the phrases of stereotyped commercial usage. But I make 
these observations by the way, to show that the sj^stem is one — that the diffe- 
rences are comparatively inconsiderable — that they vary not the principle or the 
casuistry of the matter— that the system is utterly and awfully wrong — that no 
Christian ought to do evil that good may come in favor of it ; and that those who 
care for tlieir souls, and for the approbation of God Almighty, ought not to be 
driven from the true state and nature of these matters and their involved issues. 

As to the principle, as related to the moral code of God, I hesitate not a 
moment to say, that, other things being equal, a slaver of any description ought 
to be excluded from the communion of the church; and that, by consequence, 
the members of the church, individutilly, ought to withdraw communion from 
slave-holders and slave-dealers universally. Whatever in the sj'stem, or in our 
support of it, is morally wrong, is no small criminality. It is piacular, ratheir 
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than venial. It is the moral annihilation and perdition of our fellow-creatures— 
each one of them a brother of tlie species— an immortal— a man in body, soul, 
and spirit. And is it our Judge Eternal^Twho condescends to wear our common 
nature, in the person of Jesus Christ, on his throne ? and to call every man his 
brother — such emphatically, if he loves the Saviour ? and to be represented on 
the earth, by the poor and the oppressed? And tfie King shall amwcr, and say 
:. ito them. Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
LEAST OF THESE MY iJRETnuEN, yc httvc dond it unto me. 

The application of these reasonings, or of this principle of non-communion, is, 
as I have said, another matter. I shall view it as related to tliose who are ac- 
tual slavers in some way, and those who advocate and approve their cause. Of 
these,'inversely — 

1. In reference to the speculative slavers, or the pro-slavery advocates, in 
church and state, especially among us here at the north, I think, on the princi- 
ple that light graduates guilt, our church discipline must ""probably begin with 
them. We must not be partakers of other men's sins. We must have no fellow- 
ship with evil works, but rather reprove them. Now our old maxim is a sound 
one : The partaker is as had as the Thief. I say it is sound : for so says God 
himself. When thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him, declares the 
Holy Ghost, in the fiftieth Psalm ; where the day of judgment^ is described in 
its principles, and anticipated in its decisions ; and where God condemns the 
castaways, on the principle that they approved the evils that others did. Tims 
the apostle charged a promiscuous audience, with the crimes that other hands 
than theirs perpetrated, against the life of Jesus Christ. Ye denied the Holy 
One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you ; and killed the 
Prince of Life, lohom God hath raised from the dead: whereof we are witnesses. 
On the same principle, we have all justified liis murderers, appropriated their crime, 
and cmcified HIM ourselves. And what is their plea for doing this among us, 
in the matter of slavery } ¥/hatcvcr be its form or its ingenuity, it is all, so far 
as I have yet seen, an excuse framed on the principle of expediency. It is all a 
short-sighted, time-bounded, truth-denying plea or convenience. I should think 
then that it may be expedient to sin against God, in certain instances and cir- 
cumstances ! What fools the martyrs were ! If their " noble army" could only 
have gone to school to certain modern casuists, they might have learned how to 
fear them that hill the body. The millennium can never come, nor the gospel 
spread its genuine influences in our own country, nor missions prosper, till the 
total system of slavery is abolished. 0, what a sin is slavery ! 

We must do more than not approve, or any other negative. We must wisely, 
but firmly, testify against it ; or calm conscience aright, for excepting, from our 
testimony against sin, one of the greatest of its systems. Wc must let our light 
shine, if we have any. We must practically interpret Hebrews xiii. 3, Psalm 
xU. 1 — 3, James ii. 4 — 9, Matthew xxvii. 19 — 20, Romans i. 14. A very great 
liivine in New England, just after I was mobbed in New York for pitying the 
poor, through the influence of the pious editors of daily papers in that city — 
them and their satellites, wrote me a letter, the sum of which was, that I liad 
nothing to do with slavery, and had better say nothing about it, as a minister of 
the gospel, or as a man. I replied, mainly requesting an answer to these two 
questions : Is the system of slavery, a/s it exists concretely — not in the abstract 
— in our country, morally wrong, or morally right, or morally characterized at 
all? If it is any of these, how can it be proved that a mimstcr of the gospel, a 
Christian, or a man, in this country, has no moral relation to it? He sent me a 
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verbal message of thanks for my answer — ^promised a reply to it ; but eighteen 
months nearly have passed vt^ithout its reception. 

2. In reference to actual slavers in our countr}', the application of the non- 
communion principle to their case, is one of solemn moment. It will have to be 
discussed ; and not lately have I first considered it. But my paper, I see, is 
too near its limits, to authorize me in this communication properly to enter on it. 
This I may employ an early opportunity to do in another paper. Then the 
magnitude of its relations — the palliating circumstances of our southern brethren 
in respect to it — the progress of light — the nature of sins of ignorance, and the 
proper season and manner of action on our part, will come to be considered in. 
the treatment of the question, I am very far from wishing to say or do one 
rash thing, on this subject of thrilling and uever-to-be-slighted interest. 

In what remains of this paper, I would dwell on the enormity of the whole 
system of slavery, both as to its original sin, and as to our innumerable actual 
transgressions that flow from it. It is founded in man-theft, which is high 
felony and piracy by the laws of all civilized nations. The ancestors of all our 
colored brethren were diabolically stolen in Africa, cruelly forced over the 
ocean and sold, because they were bought in our country ; they and their 
offspring with them, prospectively, to the last generation of time, were purchased 
and confirmed to their owners and their heirs for ever ! NoWj as to the equity 
of the title. Trace the stream to its source. Can man-theft make equity ? 

Apropos — ^it is just a year, on the 3d instant, since the Rev. Mr. Ludlow, of 
New York, known and honored for his hearty faithfulness in this and every other 
good cause, and myself, were tiiking tea in that^city at the house of one of my 
beloved families (for I was then a pastor), when a villain or two slipt into the 
hall, and stole our overcoats in the twinkling of an eye. The next day, we en- 
tered a description of them at the police-ofiice, in some dubious hopes of their 
restoration. About three days after I called alone, and [had the pleasure to 
identify his, in their capacious wardrobe. It v/as strangely found. One of the 
thieves actually brought the other, with Mr. Ludlow's coat on him, to the office, 
complaining, virtually, as the event showed, that his co-thief was not equitable 
in dividing the booty ; when they v/ere botli taken into custody, and the coat 
restored to its owner. But where, said I, is my new Boston .wrapper, for 
which I paid a round sum the previous week ? These were the thieves that 
took it also, and at the same time. Very like. Sir, said the officers, you will 
never find it. They probably sold it to some equally honest purchaser, who en- 
courages the trade ; and there are many such in the city. But if sold from one 
to another a thousand times, and we find it at last, we will take, it at all hazards, 
add restore it to you ; for stealing, you know, can never make a title ; and buy- 
ing stolen goods, is no lawful possession. 

Well, thought I, let my wrapper go — and gone it is, to this day. But let me 
see — stealing can never make a title to a surtout or wrapper. What then if I 
had been in it myself— if I had been stolen and sold successively to a thousand 
purchasers, would not my present owner have an equitable title at last .'' Why, 
no — if a man is as important as a wrapper. 

Samuel H. Cox. 
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The Baptists in America. A Narrative of the 
Deputation from the Baptist Union in 
England, to the United States and Canada. 
By the Rev. Drs. Cox and Hoiiy — Lon- 
don. Ward & Co. Second Edition. 

A Letter to the Rev. Drs. Cox and Ilohy, 
containing Strictures on their Conduct rcla- 
tivc to the question of Slavery in Ameiica. 
By the Ilev. Thomas Wii.lcocks — Lon- 
don. W. Ball. Second Edition. 

It is not our purpose to enter into 
tlie literary merits of these works, or to 
notice the denominational intelligence, 
extensive and valuable as it is, which 
the former of them contains. The cha- 
racter of our publication restricts us to 
one feature of the case which the Drs. 
Cox and Hoby have presented to the 
public ; and in the remarks which we 
.shall offer, it will be our aim to com- 
bine respect to them as individuals, 
with a fearless exposure of what we 
deem culpable in their public conduct. 

In their volume they have unfolded 
the measures which they adopted, and 
tlie policy thejj pursued, on the all-ab- 
sorbuig question of Negro Slavery; 
and it would afibrd us unfeigned 
delight to be able to record our satis- 
faction with the defence they have 
attempted: but truth compels us to 
declare that, after giving to their state- 
ments the most attentive and impartial 
consideration; after having maturely 
weighed them, both in the details which 
they furnish, and hi the general principles 
which they involve; and after having 
heard from themselves various supple- 
mentary explanations, we not only 
remain unsatisfied of the propriety of 
the course which they adopted, but 
strongly impressed with the conviction, 
that tiiey have unintentionally inflicted 
on the cause of Abolition in America 
an injury, which it will require the 
utmost vigilance and the most strenu- 
ous effbrtb of the Baptist denomination 
to remedy. It is well known, that at 
the time of their going out, large expec- 
tations were entertained of the benefits 
which would accrue from their mission 
to the sacred cause of Negro Emanci- 
piition. Nor were these expectations 
lui reasonable. 'J'he character of the 



delegates, the Anti-Slavery reputation 
and zeal of the body they represented ^ 
and the avowed and published objects 
of their mission, all concurred to awaken 
the hope that their visit to the United 
States would rejoice the hearts and 
strengthen the hands of our American 
brethren, who are engaged, with all the 
zeal and self-devotion of an apostle, in 
the noblest moral enterprise of the age. 

" We send our deputation," said the 
Committee of tlie Baptist Union, jin 
their circular of October 1, 1834, ^' to 
promote most zealously, and to the 
utmost of their ability, in the spirit of 
love, of discretion, and of fidelity, but 
still most zealously to promote, the 

SACRED CAUSE OF NEGBC EMANCIPATION." 

This language secured the co-opera- 
tion and pecuniary aid of many churches 
which did not sympathize with the 
committee in the more general and in- 
definite objects which the delegation 
contemplated. It was regarded as a 
distinct and solemn pledge, that the 
brethren who went out would openly 
and fearlessly, in every mode which 
was compatible with Christian integrity, 
enunciate the principles of the body 
they represented, and publicly invoke, 
to the Abolition cause, all the moral 
strength and influence of the churches 
they visited. It was expected that 
they would take their stand, v/ithout 
fear or compromise, on the same ground 
as had been occupied at home ; that, 
leaving the political bearings of the 
question to Americans, they would, in 
consonance with their Christian pro- 
fession, and in virtue of thoir represen- 
tative character, hiive denounced 
Slavery as a flagrant violation of human 
right, an imr^ious assumption of the 
prerogative of God, and a monstrous 
and soul-destructive transgression of 
the laws of Christ. It was expected 
that their voice would proclaim in the 
sanctuaries of devotion, in the assem- 
blies of Cliristian philanthropists, and 
at Richmond itself, the inconsistencies 
and sins involved in the Slave system 
which was supported by so many of 
the^ American churches. The deno- 
mination at home, comparatively indif- 
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ferent to the other objects of their 
mission, looked with intense solicitude 
to tliis ; and many a prayer was pre- 
sented to the Father of the spirits of all 
flesh, tliat their affectionate and earnest 
appeals, circulating by a thousand chan- 
nels through the length and breadth of 
America, might arouse the torpid con- 
science of its Christian population, and 
impel them to the instantaneous aban- 
donment of their cherished and defend- 
ed sin. Modern times have not pre- 
sented a situation more replete with 
the elements of moral ^greatness than 
that to which the Providence of God 
invited the English delegates. By 
sacrificing temporary popularitj'^, by re- 
sisting the temporizing suggestions of 
learned professors and ministers of re- 
ligion, by closing their ear against tlie 
poisoned 'representations of the advo- 
cates and extenuators of Slavery, by 
refusing the hospitalities which were 
offered, and the flattery which was dif- 
fused, on the implied condition of a 
public silence on the great sin and 
abomination of the American church ; 
they might have rendered unequalled 
service to the cause of human happiness 
and virtue, and have enshrined them- 
selves in the affection of the enlightened 
in every chme. On their return to their 
native land, they would have been wel- 
comed with more than a brother's friend- 
ship ; and the voice of thanksgiving and 
praise would have ascended on their 
account, from a thousand sanctuaries, 
to the Father of mercies, whom they 
had so faithfully served. Would tliat 
a Paul, a Luther, or a Knibb, had occu- 
pied their place ! We should then have 
heard appeals such as passion forms in 
its sublimest mood, which, coming forth 
from the depths of the human heart, 
would have exercised an omnipotent 
sway over the religious sensibilities of 
their hearers. 

But the opportunity was lost; lost, 
never to be regained. A century may 
pass before the representatives of a 
religious body have it again in their 
power to confer such benefits on their 
fellow-men, or to do such honor to the 
God whom they serve. We regret, 
deeply regret, the decision to which the 
delegates came. We regret it on their 
own account, on account of the body 
from which they proceeded, and espe- 
cially on account of the injury it inflicted 
on the cause of humanity and religion. 
It was applauded by the patrons of 



slaver}', but mourned over by the friends 
of freedom. Both parties expected 
them to take a public part in the dis- 
cussion of the Slave question ; but when 
their decision was announced, the pro- 
slavery press of America sounded^ their 
praise, while the sincere abolitionists of 
that country regretted that they bad 
landed on its shores.* This fact, so no- 
torious and indisputable, is sufficient to 
determine the direction in which their 
moral influence was exerted. They 
did not so design it. We arc persuaded 
that they were Abolitionists at heart- 
but they had not the xnoral courage and 
determination of charj^cter which fitted 
them for such new and trying circum- 
stances. When such a man as William 
Lloyd Garrison, whom to know is to 
admire and love, can condemn their 
conduct in the unmeasured terms which 
are employed in his letter inserted in 
the Patriot of July (5, we cannot but 
deplore the mischievous consequences 
of their pusillanimous and temporizing 
policy. 

V. In proportion to the expectations 
wliich their mission had awakened, are 
the disappointment and regret now per- 
vading tlie Baptist denomination of this 



♦ On the 3 lib c\' May, the day preceding the 
Anti-Slavery Meeting at New York, Dr. Cox 
was coupled with Mr. I'houipsou in the New 
York Courier and Inc^uirer \ and the two were 
represented as " mad missionaries" and " hire- 
ling foreigners." " We shall not,*' says the 
editor, referring to the meeting of the following 
dc>.y, " attend ; but if we did, it would be to aid 
in larring and feathering the impudent foreign 
pretenders, who have thus dared to present 
themselves among us^ to sow the seeds ^of dis> 
cord and disunion. Let them beware of the 
experiment they hare attempted." Such was 
the language employed, oa the 11th; on the fol- 
lowing day. Dr. Cox's celebrated note was writttc 
and published ; and on the 13th, the same pro. 
slavery paper, which had so fiercely assailed him 
only two days.hefore, changed its tone, and em- 
ployed the following eulogistic language. *' It 
appears that Mr. Cox was invited to make him- 
self ridiculous on the occasion, and in imitation 
of the madman Thompson, meddle -with that 
which does not concern him ; but that he pos- 
sesses too much good sense to expose himself to 
the just indignation of our citizens by such a line 
of conduct. The letter in reply to the coramitteo 
who requested his attendance, is alike honorable 
to his head and his heart. He has acted, indeed, 
like a philanthropist, who, while weeping over 
the evils of slavery, is conscious of the imprac- 
ticability of immediate emancipation, and the 
political bearings of the question ; and he has 
proved himself a man of sense, and a gentleman 
unwilling to outrage the feelings of our people 
by officiously intermeddling with a subject, with 
which, as a strang&r and a foreigner, he has no 
earthly business to interfere. We hope his. 
example may have a beneficial effect upon otljerj 
similarly situated." Praise from such a quarter, 
and under such circumstances, is the .scvcrCit 
reproof that could have been adminiotcrcd. 
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country. A deep and settled feeling of 
dissatisfaction prevails, which the de- 
fence attempted in the present publica- 
tion will be far from removing. 

" I do not believe," says Mr. Willcocks, 
in bis dignified, gentlemanly, and Christism- 
Uke letter, " there is one of them [the Bap- 
tist churches of England] so recreant to its 
Anti-Slaverj-- principles, as to have virtuidly 
said, * We hereby ajjpoint our brethren, Dr. 
Cox and the Rev. J. Hoby, our delegates 
to tlie Richmond triennial convention, for 
the purpose of forming a fraternal alliance 
with tlie Baptist American churches ; and 
if thej find that the subject of Negro Eman- 
cipation is too delicate and tender to be 
touched at its meetings, we hereby further 
commission them to merge it mth all Chris- 
tian charity, and riot fail to incorporate us 
with brethren whom we so liiglJy esteem 
and love.' If there be one such church 
among us, let it be named ; let it become 
the object of holy indignation ; let it lience- 
forth and- for ever be silent ou the topi'; of 
slavery, and, in order to enjoy the pleasures 
of sjTnpathy, remove to some American 
slave-state.' — p. 5. 

" To crown all," adds Mr. Willcocks, 
" you would have effected the utter confu- 
sion of all order, the ruin of all Christian 
feeling, the destruction of all love and fel- 
lowship ! And could you do thisl Will 
tlie Avarmest partizan, if he be a Chi'istian, 
say you ought to have done this 1 Excuse 
me, dear brethren, if I tell you tliat this 
huiguage is ill-judged, and can produce no 
impression in your favour, except on the 
most weak and unreflecting minds. I have 
read it again and again, with mingled pity 
and surprise, Whiit is the true state of the 
case l Here is an American Christian as- 
sembly, that you beheld bedewed with tears 
of sacred sensibility, glowing with fervent 
sympathy and love, full of harmony and 
union, and tlie manifest presence of the 
Spirit of God, and even reminding you of 
the spirit displayed in fprimitive times — 
and yet, if you had ventured to remind them 
that, for tlie sin of slavery, the Great Head 
of tlie church has ' somewhat against them,' 
there would have immediately ensued tlie 
confusion of all order, the ruin of all Chris- 
tian feeling, and the destruction of all love 
and fellowsiiip ! Is it possible, that you 
mean to tell us this"? And yet what other 
construction can be put upon your words 1 
O tell ms not, then, of the revivals, and 
missionary labours, and triennial conven- 
tions of America, bringing down heaven 
upon earth j I shall never believe tliat our 
transatlantic churches are in a sound spi- 
ritual sta.te, until they will {lermit us calmly 
to reason, and firmly to remonstrate with 
them, on the sin of slavery. Had I, like 



you, been surrounded with the aflec- 
tionate greetings, and melting tears, and 
wrestling prayers of the meeting at Rich- 
mond, I should have felt as did the prophet 
Samuel, when he said to Saul, ' But what 
meaneth tliis bleating of the sheep in mine 
ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I 
hearT And, I verily believe, that, even 
though some Virginian myrmidon of the 
laws had stood at the door of the convention, 
I must have delivered my soul, by bearing 
a testimony against slave-holding iniquity, 
within its walls. Had you thus acted, you 
might have been apprehended by the Vir- 
ginian magistrates, as ' foreign incendiaries,' 
and have been consigned to wicked incar- 
ceration. But in that case, you would have 
had the honour of suiFering ' for righteous- 
ness'^ sake,' and would have commanded the 
sympathy and respect of every friend to 
unbending consistency, both in America and 
at home." — p. 12. 

We must be permitted to adduce one 
more extract from this admirable and 
well-timed pamphlet, when we shall 
pass on to other matters involved in 
" The Baptists in America." Referring 
to the political bearings of the Anti- 
Slavery cause, Mr. W. says — 

" You tell us, that the slave question ia 
doubtless one of humanity and religion, but 
that it is also one of internal policy, relating 
to the civil administration of the country. 
I have too much respect for you, dear 
brethren, to believe that you are disciples 
of tlie doctrine of political expediency ; but 
I feel myself justified in asserting that you 
appear to reason as such. You seem almost 
to lose sight of the morale oi the Anti-Slavery 
question in your semi-American zeal for tlie 
perpetuity of the union. In your terror at 
consequences, you forget the paramount 
claims of principle. If the internal policy 
of any nation be at utter variance with the 
dictates of humam'ty, and the principles of 
immutable justice, it is the solemn duty of 
Christians to endeavour, by all legitimate 
means, and tlirough the proper channels, to 
effect a change in such policy. Aye, and if 
they neglect to do this, they prove traitors 
even to the cause of genuine patriotism. So 
long as America holds more than two mil- 
lions of Afric's children in cruel vassalage, 
she not only gives the lie to her zeal for li- 
berty, imd invites the laughter and scorn of 
European despots, but provokes tJie wrath 
of the God of heaven. How, tJien, can any 
American Christian, who loves his country, 
and would preserve her intact from divine 
vengeance, dare refuse to co-operate in 
measures for giving freedom to the slave ? 
If the present Anti-slavei-y Society of Ame- 
rica be too rash in its spirit, and too rapid 
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ill its movements, let not the American 
Baptists sit by idle and silent, but form an 
Anti-Slavery society of their own, and invoke 
to its aid all their fellow-citizens who wish 
to combine wisdom with firmness, and pru- 
dence with zeal. But I have yet to be 
convinced, that the abolitionists of America 
deserve the cliaracter which, for argument's 
sake, I Imvo imputed to them. The follow- 
ing is the tribute bonie to their character 
and conduct by Dr. Channing, who is not 
himself an abohtionist in the American sense 
of the word. ' As a party, they are singu- 
larly free from political and religious secta- 
rianism, and have been distinguished by the 
absence of management, calculation, and 
V'orldly wisdom. That they have ever pro- 
posed or desired insurrection among the 
'slaves, there is no reason to believe. All 
their principles repel the supposition. It is 
a remarkable fact that, though the south and 
the north have been leagued to crush them, 
though they have been watched by a million of 
eyes, and though prejudice has been prepared to 
detect the slightest sign of corrupt communica- 
tion with the slaves, yet this crime has not been 
fastened on a single member of this body,'-— 
' They shall not be stripped of the rights of 
man, of rights guaranteed by the laws and 
constitution, without one voice, at least, 
being raised in tlieir defence.' You your- 
selves, moreover, tell us that, among the 
Anti-Slavery Committee, there are of the 
best character, and of the most exulted 
j>iety. And yet this is the party with which 
the great majority of the American Baptists 
refuse to ally themselves ; and, I regret to 
add, they are sanctioned in tlieir conduct by 
your timid and injurious example. You 
inform us, indeed, that such was the vio- 
lence of party feelings, that it would liave 
been impossible to have taken any part in 
these proceedings, without being understood 
as concurring in measures, respecting wliich 
you entertained serious doubts, or else of 
sj)ecifying what you could not wholly ap- 
prove; and, at the same time, you must 
have assumed an attitude of hostility against 
other measures, whicJi you did not wholly 
disapprove. It is due, t])en, to your 
brethren, whom you represented in Ame- 
rica, to state what were the measures re- 
specting which you entertained serious 
doubts. But, 'My colleague and T,' you 
further instruct us, ' were not pledged, by 
any expressed or understood agreement, to 
attend the anniversary of the Anli-Slavery 
Society.' True ; but, if you were sent to 
America, ' zealously to promote the sacred 
cause of negro emancii)ation,' liow could 
you better accomplish this object of your 
mission, than by publicly identifying your- 
selves witii the abolitionists of that country, 
though tlieir zeal may not, in every minutia, 
be regulated with absolute wisdom and dis- 
cretion p. 1(5. 



Wo regret to perceive tbat the ne- 
cessity for further remarks is not su- 
perseded by the second edition of the 
" Baptists in America." We did hope 
that, on a reconsideration of the case, 
the delegates would have seen the 
propriety of erasing those passages 
in which, by implication or direct 
statement, they impeach the public 
conduct of our distinguished and no- 
ble-hearted countryman, Mr. George 
Thompson. He does not need any 
vindication from us. The memorials of 
his zeal arc widely scattered over tliG 
American continent, and will proclaim 
to the latest generation, in language 
which all can understand, the prodi- 
gious extent and value of the service 
he has rendered to oppressed and dying 
humanity. Borne down for a season 
by the vilest and most loathsome out- 
cry which ever assailed the character 
of a public man, his reputation wiil be 
the honor of his age, and the cherislicd 
remembrance of future times.* It has 
been our happiness to know something 
of him in private life, and to witness 
with ever-increasing admiration his rare 
assemblage of intellectual and moral 
endowments, all consecrated, by an en- 
lightened piety, to the best interests of 
his fellow-mcn. That such a man should 
be defamed and insulted by slavehold- 
ers, and their abettors, was but na- 
tural ; but that Englishmen, that Chris- 
tians, that Christian ministers, and, 
above all, that English Baptist dele- 
gates, should join the hue and cry 
against him, is deeply to be deplored 



• We Cannot find terms sufficiently strong to 
express our contempt for the luoanness and ma- 
levolence of an insinuation contained in a letter 
of Mr. Breckinridge, inserted in the Patriot of 
June 15. " You have sent four niessengeig," he 
eays, " from your chnrches to ours r and 1 am now 
the fourth messenger from ouv churches to you. 
Is the voice of one rash and passionate man to 
overbear the voice of the remaining eight, when 
of tlie whole nine he alone handled money in the 
transacUon / ' Does this acrimonious and bitter 
opponent of Mr. 'JThompsoQ know— and, if he does 
not, we inform him of the fact, that, in proceed- 
ing on liis American Mission, Mr. T. miuJe a pe- 
cuniary sacrifice, which no one of tlie other de- 
legates refeixed to had an opportunity of making. 
Had he remained in this country, there was 
pledged to Ijim an income double that which he 
was to receive in the United States ; but, nobly 
superior to all sucis considerations, he declared, 
" i am consecrated to the cause of abolition. 
The Providence ofjGod calls me to this embassy; 
and, regardlesii of the silver a:id the gold, I will 
obey his suninion!*; and be fouud at my post," 
The reputation of such a man is not to be injured 
by one whose visit to Britain has done more to 
lower the character of the ministry of America 
in public CHtiniation, than nny otlicr event whicb 
has transni.ed. 
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by every friend of humanity and reli- 
gion. Instead of strcngtlienin<^ their 
case, it will prejudice it in the public 
judgment, and will expose them to mis- 
constructions from which their princi- 
ples and attachments are ahke abhor- 
rent. But Mr. Thompson, it is alleged, 
was intemperate and rash, fierce in in- 
vective, and slanderous in his reports 
of American Christians. Wc have had 
pretty extensive opportunities of exa- 
minino' his speeches^ both in America 
and Britain ; we have listened to the 
report of enemies and friends ; and do 
not hesitate to say, as the result of our 
investigation, that his crime has been 
his faithfulness. He has called things 
by their proper name ; has denounced 
sin as sin ; and reprobated, in strong, 
nervous, and impassioned language, the 
monstrous inconsistency and wicked- 
ness of republican Christians in en- 
slaving the bodies and ruining the souls 
of their fellow-men. Had he been 
content with general denunciations of 
slavery, and embedded these " in soft 
and silken eulogiums," he might have 
been as popular as any of his country- 
men who have visited the western 
world. But he had a higher vocation. 
" The Spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon liim and, faithful to the claims 
of duty, he cried aloud and spared not, 
but, lifting up his voice like a trum- 
pet, he showed the people their trans- 
gression, and the house of Jacob their 
sins. 

But his measures are represented as 
having been injurious to the Anti- 
Slavery cause. " Exasperating mea- 
sures,'' it is observed, " and the language 
of invective, have checked and thrown 
back the cause. ... An Anti-Slavery 
agent from this country might have 
pursued a course which would have 
been wise, and must have been bene- 
ficial j which would have tended to 
unite the good of all classes and par- 
ties; which would have been honorable 
to Britain, and felicitous for America, 
That course has unhappilj^ not been 
pursued — not, I mean, by the Anti- 
Slavery agent." This passage displays 
a profound ignorance of liuuian nature, 
and of the unexampled rapidity with 
which the abolition cause has been 
progressing in America. When was an 
extensive revolution eflccted in the so- 
cial arrangements and commercial en- 
terprises of a people, without an ar- 
duous and fearful strugfrlc? Wlien 



did despotism, in its foulest form, rc- 
linquisli its prey ; or cupidity'abandon 
its gain ; or the petty tyrants of our 
world, whether professing Christians or 
avowed infidels, become just and mer- 
cifulj without a deadly effort to crush 
the power by which they were ulti- 
mately subdued ? History replies to 
these queries with sufiicient distinct- 
ness to expose the fallacy of the passage 
we have adduced. It was not to be 
expected that the slave owners or 
slavery advocates of America, whether 
found in the church or in the world, 
should permit the progress of abolition 
principles, without raising an outcry 
sufficient to alarm the timid, and to 
deter the half-hearted from embarking 
in the service of humanitj'. 

But we have other and less exception- 
able witnesses to the character and re- 
sults of Mr. Thompson's labors in 
America, than the Baptist delegates. 
There are circumstances which may 
fairly be supposed to have prejudiced 
their judgment; and we therefore appeal 
from ^thcir verdict to the decision of 
men at whose invitation ho proceeded 
on his mission, and with whom he 
daily hiborcd in the great cause of 
human freedom and virtue. The inter- 
est which they have at stake, the apos- 
tolic zeal with which they have devoted 
their character, their property, and 
lives to this department of Christian 
benevolence and dut}', gives an autho- 
rity to their statement which no other 
party can claim. We have now before 
us several of the reports which they 
have recently issued, from three or four 
of which we shall adduce the high and 
honorable testimony which they bear 
to our aspersed countrym.an. At the 
Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts 
Anti-Slavery Society, held on the 20th 
of last January, the following resolu- 
tion, moved by the Rev. Orange Scott, 
was adopted unanhnously : — 

" Tliat we mark with grateful reverence 
the example set before us by tlie philanthro- 
pists of liritain respecting the abolition ol' 
Slavfiry, and report to them, with hearts 
deeply penetrated, the faithfulness and suc- 
cess of the noble spirits they have sent to 
our aid ; and that in view of this entire 
awakened country, roused by George 
Tlionipsou to a knowledge of its cherislied 
enmity to emancipation, we owe to him, and 
those who granted his aid to our request, to 
be moie and more faitliful to tlio cause to 
wliicli he sacrificed all his personal interests 
at tlio hazard of his life." 
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The report of tlie society, after men- 
tioning the names of Birney, Stuart, 
Tappan, Jay, and others, alludes to 
Mr. Thompson in the following eloquent 
passage. 

" But we may not thus excuse ourselves 
from making special mention of the services 
of one, now, we trust, breathing again the 
air of his native land, whence he came to 
this country, at the invitation of this society, 
to raise his voice of strength, and exert his 
various and surpassing t-alents, for the 
relief of suffering men. Mr. Thompson 
has been the cJiief speaker among many 
who have spoken vrell, and has labored more 
abundantly than any of those who have 
abounded most in tliis work of the Lord. 
He has labored with us and for us in a man- 
ner and a measure that have given an im- 
pulse to tlie Anti-Slavery cause, which will 
be felt to the last. It flows, and will keep 
flowing on. He poured himself out like 
water ; and the wonder of all who lieard 
him was, that liis stream of facts, and argu- 
ments, and illustrations, and appeals seemed 
to be never diminished, but still gushed 
forth, as from a fountain ever full and over- 
flowing. He performed, while here, an 
amount of service, as we have elsewhere 
said, the narrative of which would be re- 
garded by many as an incredible tale. The 
remembrance of his energ}"^, zeal, and alacrity 
in the work he was sent to do, will never 
be cftaced j and we hope it will incite us to 
constantly increasing diligence. He came 
to us as higlily commended as he could be, 
by the Christian philantlu-opists of England. 
And he returns to them with our united 
testimony that he has amply redeemed the 
pledges they gave us. He has shown him- 
self to be thoroughly furnished for his office. 
And he has in no case compromised tlie 
Christian character of his mission. We 
cannot find words to express our shame for 
the ineffable meanness of our opposers, wlio, 
unable to answer his arguments or to with- 
stand his appeals, were eager to drive tlie 
highly-gifted philanthropist from the coun- 
try, by insult, calumny, and violent assaults 
upon his person. They have eftected tlieir 
purpose. But we weep rather for them, 
than for him." 

Similar testimony is borne by the 
American Anti-Slavery Socvjty, in its 
report adopted on the lOtli of last May. 

" Tliey would not forget to mention," say 
the committee in this invaluable document, 

the services of those noble-hearted and 
devoted men, Charles Stuart and George 
Thompson. The former has, during the 
year, given his time, and more than his 
time, gratuitously to this cause. The latter, 
while he remained with us, labored most 
abundantly, and gained multitudes of con- 
verts. With the utmost fearlessness and 
good temper, he met a storm of mean and 



malignant opposition, such lis few have 
encountered since tlie days of the apostles, 
and such as nothing but the truth and faith- 
fulness of an apostle could have called 
forth. He counted not his life dear to him 
in the cause of the oppressed, nor would 
any peril have induced him to re-cross the 
Atlantic, but for the urgent advice of his 
friends, who were unwilling that a martyr 
for American liberty should be any otlier 
than an American citizen. They would fain 
spare their country the shame of staining 
her soil with the blood of the representative 
of her best friends in the old %vorld — a man 
whom the noblest philanthropists of Europe 
delight to honor. If his traducers among 
us have any portion of self-respect remain- 
ing, they will be taught a leSson by the en- 
thusiasm with which George 'L'hompson has 
been received by all whose favor is wortli 
having in his native land. The)^ will have 
reason to repent the violence which inter- 
rupted I\Ir. Thompson's labors here, for his 
voice will be more terrible to oppressors 
than ever, when it comes ucross the Atlantic, 
backed by the loud acclaim of that noble 
army of philanthropists who knocked the 
fetters from eight hundred thousand British 
slaves." 

Another extract, and we have done. 
The Rhode Island Anti-Slavery Con- 
vention, at its meeting in February last, 
unanimousl.y adopted the following 
resolution. 

" That this convention waits with the 
utmost solicitude to hear of tlie safe arrival 
of our beloved brother, George Thompson, 
in England ; that it regards his labors in 
this country as having been signally instru- 
mental in advancing the holy cause of uni- 
versal emancipation among us ; that emo- 
tions of love and gratitude fill our hearts 
towards him ; that we thank and bless our 
Britisii abolition brethren for havnig sent 
him to our shore, and tliat we blusli for|[our 
country to think that he has been compelled, 
by public ferociousness, to return to those 
who sent him hither. 

Here we must close ; and we hope 
that no further occasion will present it- 
self for referring to the matters dis- 
cussed in this article. We have drawn it 
up with no other feeling than that of 
personal respect and good will towards 
the parties whose conduct we have cen- 
sured. Believing them to liave erred, 
and in erring, to have injured one of the 
best causes which ever engaged the 
sympathies of the human heart, wc 
have not shrunk from declaring our 
conviction. Had we done so, we should 
have been unworthy of the confidence 
of our readers, and have lost that self- 
respect which, next to the commendation 
of our God, we most earnestly desire. 
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RESOLUTIONS OF ASSOCIATED BODIES ON THE SUBJECT OF 

AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

Several religious bodies throughout the countrj^ have already expressed, in 
unequivocal terms, their condemnation of the siJirit and practice of the churches 
of America in reference to slavery. We rejoice in the promptitude and decision 
•with -which they have acted, and especially admire the unmeasured terms in 
■which they reprobate the inconsistency of slave-holding Christians. Their re- 
solutions will find their way across the Atlantic, and while they encourage the 
self-denying and unequalled labors of the noble army of philanthropists who 
are struggling to free America from the reproach and crime of slaverj', we 
earnestly pray that they may be the means of awakening the conscience of the 
Christian people of that empire, to the fearful guilt which they contract by 
allowing so inhuman and diabolical a system to be perpetuated in their midst. 
We regret to perceive that the movements which have taken place in England 
are almost entirely confined to the Baptist body. The Congregationalists of 
Scotland have expressed their sentiments nobl}', in a series of resolutions which 
we printed in our last number. But what are the Congregationalists of England 
doing ? As yet, we have met with but three resolutions passed by the members 
of that body, two of which we subjoin. Something, we believe, was done at the 
Annual Meeting of the Congregational Union, in May last ; but it has not, so far 
as our information extends, yet transpired. We respectfully urge upon our bre- 
thren to be prompt in their measures, and thus to remove any shadow of sus- 
picion which may attach to their policy. This is especially important in their 
case, as the correspondence they have opened with America, and the culpable 
silence which their delegates maintained on this subject during their visit to the 
United States, expose them to a suspicion which we should deeply grieve to 
think well founded. 

^ We are also looking with intense anxiety to the steps which the Wcsleyan 
Conference may take at its approaching meeting in Birmingham. Connected 
more intimately with the religionists of America than any other body in this 
country, it is capable of speaking with an authority which must command re- 
spect, and which may be the means, under the blessing of God, of rescuing 
their brethren from the infatuation and wickedness of continuing their support 
to a system, alike hostile to the honour of their religious profession, and the 
welfare of their native land. May a spirit of wisdom and of faithfulness be in their 
midst, that the favour of God may be upon them, and the blessings of them who 
are ready to perish may attend their future history ! 

Since writing the above, we have received a copy of the Birmingham Philan- 
thropist, containing an account of the Anniversary of the Baptist Missionary 
Society in that town. At the public meeting for the transaction of business, a 
resolution was proposed strongly condemnatory of American Slavery, which we 
recommend to the serious attention of our readers, and to the imitation of the 
churches of this country. The decided and uncompromising language which it 
adopts is worthy of the Christian men by whom it was employed, and will be- 
come, we trust, a model on which the resolutions of other bodies will be formed. 
The tone of the Meeting, which was impassioned to a high degree, was still 
more excited by an amendment proposed by Dr. Hoby, who attempted the 
hopeless task of extenuating the guilt of slave-holding in America. We deeply 
regret, on his account, that he should have been so unadvised as to have at- 
tempted an opposition. On other grounds we rejoice in it, as it afforded an op- 
portunity for a further display of the strong and inflexible determination of the 
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men of Birmingham to act out the righteous principles of the Christian system. 
His amendment, which was seconded by courtesy, was supported only by six 
or eight hands, in an assembly of about five thousand, so overwhelming, and all 
but unanimous, was the feeling which prevailed. 



At the Half-yearly Meeting of the Bristol 
City and County Association, held at 
Clevedon, on the 25th of May, the follow- 
ing resolution was passed. 

" That the Members of this Association 
most fervently hope, that any Delegates sent 
from the Congregational {Union of England 
and Wales, to visitthe churches of America, 
will be men of uncompromising integrity, 
who will be ever willing to co-operate with 
the immediate abolitionists of that country, 
and who will, w^ith Christian boldness, lift 
up their voice, and tell the American churches 
and ministers of their awful crimes, in de- 
nying their colored brethren and sisters 
the privilege of sitting down with them at 
the same Lord's tsible ; in slave-holding and 
slave-dealing ; and in selling and buying, as 
slaves, members of the church of Christ ! 
That it is the firm conviction of this Asso- 
ciation that the British churches should re- 
fuse to receive any Delegates from the 
churches of America, who refuse to lift up 
their voice ^against slavery ; and that they 
should send an expostulation' to those 
churches, which should roll like thunder 
over the waves of the Atlantic, and echo 
from forest to forest, until every slave is 
free." 



At] the Annual Meeting of the 'British 
Association of Baptist Churches, held at 
Melksliam, Wilts, May 26th, 1836, the 
Rev. J. llussELL in tlxe Chair, it was unani- 
mously resolved, 

1. That, deeply sympathizing with British 
Christians of every denomination, in the 
attention which tliey feel compelled Jto give 
to tlie present state of slavery, and the) con- 
dition of tlie free people of color in . Ame- 
rica, we deem it our duty, as an Associa- 
tion, to record our sentiments and feelings 
upon that subject. 

2. That the joy inspired by the abolition 
of slavery in our own colonies, after so ar- 
duous a struggle, and at so costly a sacrifice, 
w;us greatly increased by the hope that the ex- 
ample would be followed at no distant period, 
by all other states and communities implicated 
in the guilt and disgrace of negro slavery. 

3. That while we rejoice that tliis expec- 
tation has been, to a certain extent, realized 
with regard to France and other European 
States, we have heard with astonishment, 
mingled with poignant grief, of tlie violent 
opposition made to the efforts of tlie friends 
of humanity in America to abolish slavery, 
and thus to deliver their country from so 
foil! a stigma upon their otherwise liberal 



institutions, — a conduct utterly irreconcila- 
ble with the fundamental principles of their 
boasted freedom, furnishing just ground for 
the taunts and triumphs of the apologists of 
established abuses, and exhibiting a gross 
and manifest outrage on all the noble and 
distinguishing principles of that religion to 
which, in the persons of her pilgrim fathers, 
America owes all that is great and good in 
her character and prospects. 

4. That our surprise and regret are greatly 
increased by the fact, that Christian churches 
and Christian ministers in that country, 
should have so far disregarded their obliga- 
tions as the followers of Him who came "to 
give liberty to the captives," as to have par- 
ticipated in the sin of slave-holding, and to 
have fostered rather than discountenanced 
the cruel feelings of their countrymen at 
large, not only against the slaves, but the 
free people of color, — thus upholding laws 
and prejudices which tend to keep that 
deeply injured class in a state of heathen 
darkness, and of civil degradation and 
wretchedness scarcely exceeded by the 
worst forms of that slavery from which 
they have been nominally emancipated. 

5. That inasmuch as numbers of tlie 
slaves, of the free colored people, and of 
the slave-holders, are members of churches 
belonging to tlie Baptist denomination, we 
deem it a duty peculiarly incumbent on m 
as a Baptist Association, to address to our 
brethren in America our solenm protest 
against so flagrant a violation of Christian 
principles, as is involved in either holding 
fellow-men, and especially fellow-Christians, 
as property, or treating all who happen to 
be of a darker skin as a degraded caste. 

6. That, prompted by these views, and 
with the kindliest feelings towards the 
American people, and with unfeigned admi- 
ration of much that is exemplary in the 
American character, we earnestly entreat 
the followers of the Redeemer, and especi- 
ally those of our denomination in that coun- 
try, to give to this state of things their 
earliest and dispassionate attention; and, 
instead of attempting to extenuate its guilt,or 
to justify its continuance, for one day beyond 
the time needed for the proper legislative 
enactments on the subject, they will at once 
unite their counsels, their efforts, and their 
prayers, for its entire extinction. 

7. That these resolutions be advertised in 
the Patriot" Newspaper, and that the Rev. 
John Jackson, of Bath, be requested to in- 
sure their early transmission tn the Com- 
mittee of tlie American Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety, accompanied with a request that they 
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will tako the most effectual means of making 
them known to their coimtrjrmen. 

J. Russell, Chairman. 



At a Meeting of the Ministers and Mes- 
sengers of the Kent and Sussex Associa- 
tion of Particular Baptist churches, held at 
E3msford, Kent, June 8, 183(5, the follow- 
ing resolutions were unanimously adopted : — 

1. That deeply sympathizing with British 
Christians of every denomination in the 
attention they feel compelled to give to the 
present state of sla\'ery, and tlie condition 
of the free people of color in America, we 
deem it our duty to avow our sentiments 
and feelings on that subject. 

2. That, having learned with Burj)riseand 
regret that slavery in its worst forms is 
encouraged by many of the churches of 
America, and that ministers, deacons, and 
private members of Baptist churches in 
tJiat country equally participate in this fla- 
grant abomination ; and fearing that tlie 
intercourse recently opened between those 
churches and our denomination in tliis 
country, may be considered as implying our 
sanction of such inhuman and unholy con- 
ductjSve feel it our duty tp. record our public 
protest against the iniquity, as utterly at 
variance with every principle of Christianity. 

3. Tliat while wo feel deeply interested 
in the prosperity of the American churches, 
and would gladly co-operate in any measures 
calculated to promote a more intimate union 
with tliera on scriptural principles, we feel 
it to be our painful duty strongly to .dis- 
countenance all participation in the hateful 
crimes of slave-dealing and slave-Iiolding, 
and in the practice of tliose churches which 
make a difference of color or condition a 
term of exclusion from the Lord's table. 

4. That we feel it to be our duty to afford 
every encouragement to tlie friends of the 
abolition of slavery in America, and fer- 
vently to pray that those churches which 
l^ave partaken in tlie abomination may be 
cpnvinced of their sin, and be purified from 
offences so opposed to the s])irit and injunc- 
tion of II im who came to give liberty to the. 
captives. 

5. That tliese resolutions be published in 
tlie circular letter, and advertised in the 
Patriot newsjjaper. 

William Savotiv, Moderator. 



At a Meeting of the Midland Association 
of Ministers and Messengers of Baptist 
Churches, held at Coleford, Gloucestershire, 

It was unanimously resolved, 

1. That the churches of this Association 
cannot forget the great pleasure which tJiey 
have often derived from the contemplation 
of those zealous exertions in the cause of 
religion which iiave been manifested by 
Christians of various denominations in 
America. 



2. That this delightful feeling has been 
greatly man'ed by a knowledge of the fact, 
that slavery is encouraged in America, and 
that many of the ministers, deacons, and 
private members of Baptist churches, par- 
ticipate equally with others in this hateful 
abpmination. 

3. That as we are convinced slavery is 
inimicf^l to the dictates of humanity, and 
utterly opposed to that word which Cjiiris- 
tians receive as the rule of their faith and 
practice, while, as it existed in the British 
colonies, and as it now exists in the United 
States, it has assumed characters of frightful 
enormity, we should deprecate such union 
between the British and l^mericau Baptisjt 
churches, as might seem to imply an appro- 
bation, or even toleration, of so monstrous 
an evil, but would rather solemnly warn, 
and earnestly entireat, our American brethren 
faithfully to exert themselves to put from 
them the accursed thing. 

4. That to whatever causes the existence 
and continuance of slavery in America are 
to be attributed, the churclies of this .Asso- 
ciation will fervently pray that the con- 
sciences of professing Christians in that 
country may be aroused to such a s^nse of 
its flagrant character, as that it may bci at 
once, and for ever, abandoned, 

Thomas Waters, Secretary. 

At the Anniversarv of the*;Staffordshiro 
Association of the Congregational Pastors 
and Churches, held at the Tabernacle, 
Hanley, Staffordshire, June 28th and 29th ; 
when two resolutions were passed, the latter 
of which we subjoin. 

That, having been appealed to by their 
Committee for an expression of views on 
American slavery, this Association cannot 
hesitate to declare their conviction of the 
natural equality of man, and Hie injustice, 
and impolicy, and tendency to deprave, 
inherent and essential to the state of slavery, 
—that in America, as a land of liberty, 
whose sons are of British blood, and whose 
fervour of religious feeling has been a pi;aise 
in the earth, this stain is of peculiar offen- 
siveness— that we cannot but fear for tlio 
Christianity of the American churches, if, 
after their attention has been called to the 
crime, they retain it among them, or by any 
modification or finesse evade its total aban- 
donment—and that we therefore hereby ex- 
press our hope that those churches will 
speedily renounce the abomination, and em- 
ploy all their influence with the States' 
.Legislatures to effect its entire overthrow. 

R. W. Newland, Secretary. 

At the Anniversary Meeting of the Bir- 
mingham Auxiliary Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety, held in the Town Mall, BimiingJiam 
on Tuesday, the 19th of July, 1836, the fo.l 
lowing resohifion was adopted : 
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That this'meeting rejoice to heax that in 
the United States of America there is a ra- 
pidly increasing number of ministers and 
members of churches " solemnly pledged 
to the cause of the oppressed" — who de- 
clare that the system of slavery is a "pal- 
pable violation of the law of God. To these 
philanthropists this meeting offer their fra- 
ternal and affectionate congratulations; at 
the same time they deplore that " Slave- 



holding" is still the most heinous and pro- 
minent sin with which America is charge- 
able, and that a large portion of her 
churches is implicated in its guilt. Under 
the conviction that slaverjf is utterly op- 
posed to Christianity, this meeting would 
record their deliberate judgment, that no 
person who holds property in man should 
be allowed to remain a member of a Chris- 
tian church. 



MAKING THE WILL 0 

I was once called to write the will for a 
Presbyterian, who was greatly debilitated. 
His wife was a Methodist ; and also one of 
his sons, about 18 years of age. The boy 
was conscientiously opposed to slavery, root 
and branch. We proceeded to divide the 
lands and all the other property very ami- 
cably. At length we came to the slaves. I 
paused, and told them J could write no 
more ; he insisted, and dictated the manner 
in which these were to be apportioned. 
Among other items, he dh-ected that this 
boy, who declared that he never would hold 
a slave, should have a man and woman, and 
her children for his" lot ; but should the 
testator die before the son arrived at twenty- 
one years of age, and the latter would not 
take possession of them, with a direct pro- 
viso against their emancipation ; then the 
executors were ordered to sell those slaves 
upon the ,best terms, and divide the pro- 
ceeds among the younger children. I as- 
sured them, that I neither could nor would 
y/rite any such clause in a will for any per- 
son ; that, separate from all the questions 
respecting the cliaracter of slavery, it in- 
volved the very utmost injustice ; and that 
it was an unnatural usurpation over the 
rights of l)is son's conscience. A severe 
and protracted disputation ensued. I re- 
minded the parents of their Ciiristian pro- 
fession, and of their son's hopeful piety. I 
endeavoured to impress upon the sick man 
his emaciated condition ; recalled to his 
memory his early associations, when slavery 
appeared to him in no other liglit than as a 
fiend incarnate; and finally attempted to 
transfer his solemn attention to tlie account- 



F A SLAVE-HOLDER. 

ability of maij at the tribunal of Cliri§t. He 
was in a measure docile, and, not being able 
to evade or shake off the application of the 
truth, he remarked, " By our marriage- 
contract, my wife was to have the sole 
management of the slaves ; in fact, they ar.9 
her property, independent of me ; ana she 
will do as she likes with them." This 
brought the lady and myself into direct col- 
lision; and during tlie whole evening, it 
was as impossible to keep her in any thing 
like rationality, as it would have been to 
quell the ocean in a storm. She called my 
truth " all cant, all lies, all nonsense," &c. 
When her fury was so far vented, that her 
husband and I could put in a few words ; I 
expressed my regret at tlie occurrence, 

" Mrs. , if there be any truth in God's 

word, your profession of religion, if not 
directly hypocritical, must be vain. If there 
be any equity in the divine administration, 
the hope of the slave-holder, like the hope 
of a hypocrite, is of no more consistency 
than that of the spider's web, and must 

perish. I can comfort Mr. with no 

cheering gospel promise, for I know not one 
adapted to his case ; and if there be any 
correct mode of comprehending the Scrip- 
txjre of truth, and he should speedily depait 
indulging a hope of admission to glory, I 
fear that he will die with a lie in his right 
hand ; for, as your own homely preacher 
proclaims, ' you think to go up to heaven 
with a gang of slaves on your back. No, 
no ! I tell you that they will sink you down 
to the dungeon of damnation.* Thus 
ended the making of a will for a female 
man-stealer! — Boiirne^s Picture of i;lavery. 



SLAVERY, A MUJ 

Sir, 

Having" observed, in the report of the 
discussion between Mr. George Thompson 
and the Rev. R. J. Breckinridge, at Glas- 
gow, that j\Ir. Breckimidge questions the 
accuracy of a statement made by me in re- 
ference to the burning alive of a slave in 
tlie United States, I beg to hand you the 
following particulars of that melancholy 
event. 



DEROUS SYSTEM. 

It happened where .1 was then living, 
at Greenville, in the county of the same 
name, in South Carolina. This slave was a 
preacher in the state of Georgia. His 
master told him, if he continued Iiis preach- 
ing to his fellow-slaves, he would for the 
next offence give him 500 lashes. George 
(for that was the name of the slave) disre- 
garded liis master's threat, and continued to 
preach to them. Upon Iiis master having 
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discovered the fact, George, being'^dread- 
fully alarmed lest the threatened punish- 
ment should be carried into effect, fled 
across the Savannah River, and took shelter 
in the barn of a Mr, Garrison, about seven 
miles from Greenville. There he was dis- 
covered by Mr. G., who shot at him with a 
rilio, on his attempting to run away, with- 
out effect. He was then pursued by Mr. 
G., who endeavoured to knock him down 
with the butt end of the piece, unsuccess- 
fully. George wrenched the rifle out of 
his hands, and struck his pursuer with it. 
By this time several persons were collected, 
George was secured, and put into Green- 
ville jail. The facts having transpired, 
through the newspapers, his master came to 
Greenville to claim him as his property, 
but consented, upon being required to do 
so, to receive 550 dollars as his value, with 
which he returned home. Shortly after 
this, George was burnt alive within one 
mile of the court-house at Greenville, in 
the presence of an immense assemblage of 
slaves, which had been gathered together to 
witness the horrid spectacle from a district 
of twenty miles in extent. 

The manner in which George was burnt 
was a?, follows : a pen of about fifteen feet 
square was built of pine wood, in the centre 
of which was a tree, the upper part of which 
had been sawn off". To this tree George 
was chained; the cham having been passed 
roimd his neck, arms, and legs, to make 
him secure. The pen was then filled with 
shavings and pine wood up to his neck. A 
considerable quantity of tar and turpentine 
was tlien poured over his head. The pre- 
parations having been completed, the four 
corners of the f»en were fired, and the mi- 
serable man perished in the flames. When 
I was last there, which was about two years 
before 1 left America for England, not only 
was the stump of the tree to which the 
slave George had been fastened, to be seen, 
but some of his burnt bones. These facts 
I am ready to attest in the most solemn 
manner, if required ; and, though I have 
been a slave, 1 trust my evidence will be 
received on matters of fact which have 
come within the range of my own observa- 
tion, equally with any statement Mr. B. 
may offer to the British public. 

Mr. Breckinridge adverts to the protec- 
tion which the law is supposed to extend to 
the slave's life. 1 beg to say, that whatever 
the law may be, no such protection is in 
reality enjoyed by the slave. In illustration 
of this, I will mention one or two facts. 
Near the village of Marianna, in Jackson 
county. West Florida, resided two planters 
of the names of Sloane and Mauldin. I 
believe they we)*e relations, certainly they 
were on the most intimate terms with each 
other. A negro belonging to Sloane waa 



discovered early one morning on the pre- 
mises of Mauldin ; the fact is, he had run 
away from his master. Mauldin saw him 
and called on him to stop, which he refused 
to do. He tlien deliberately aimed his rifle 
at him, and shot him dead. This having 
been seen by a white man, Mr. Mauldin 
was tried, and the result was that h.e sub- 
stituted another negro in the place of the 
one he had shot. Tliat negro I have often 
conversed with. 

Take another case : in the village of Li- 
berty Hill (!) a Mr. Bell (a member of a 
Methodist church) was in the habit of 
hiring slaves for the cultivation of cotton. 
Among those so hired Avas a negro of the 
name of Henry, the property of a Miss 
Massie, who had been a favorite slave of 
her late father. This young man, failing to 
accomplish tlie task given him to do on a 
Saturday, and fearing the punishment of a 
hundred lashes, with which he had been 
threatened, finished it on Sunday mornings 
His labour on the Sabbath was discovered 
by his master, and on tlie following day his 
master, as he said, " for violating the Sab- 
bath," tied him to a tree, and flogged liim 
with his own hand, at intervals from eight 
in the morning until five o'clock in the 
evening. About six o'clock two white men, 
in the employ of Mr. Bell, pitying his 
wretched condition, untied liim, and as- 
sisted him home on a horse, a distance of 
about a mile. He was at this time in a 
state of great suffering and exhaustion. A 
short time after they had placed him in the 
kitchen they heard him groan heavily ; Bell 
also heard him, and said, " I will go out 
and see what is the matter with tie nigger." 
He went, and found him breathing his last, 
the victim of his brutal treatment. 

This case was brought to trial ; my then 
master, Mr. Gooch, was on the jury. The 
evidence of the two white men was taken, 
and Bell was adjudged to pay the value of 
the slave he had destroyed. This he was 
unable to do, and a Mr. Connighim, a 
wealthy and extensive planter in the neigh- 
bourhood, paid it for him, on condition of 
Bell's becoming a driver on one of his es- 
tates. To this arrangement he consented, 
and the matter was settled. 

These are the only two instances which I 
recollect of planters being tried for the 
murder of slaves. I could report a multi- 
tude of cases in which slaves have been 
murdered, and no account has been taken 
of them ; and on some future day 1 shall 
trouble you again on the subject. 

I am. Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 
Moses Ropek. 

London, June 27, 1836. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF SLAVERY 

MOllAL SE 

A prominent feature in the system of 
slavery is tlie bluiitness of moral feelings, 
and tha dimness of moral perception inevi- 
tably induced by it. Even conscientious 
men and women often find it difficult, and 
apparently impossible, to apply to tiiis sub- 
ject the most universal rules of justice, and 
the common maxims of humanity. This 
great evil originates in a fixed habit of not 
regarding the colored race as brethren and 
sisters of the human family. Our know- 
ledge of tlie Africans is coeval with the 
practice of enslaving them; and slavery, so 
long as it exists, must be supported by laws 
and: customs that recognise human beings 
as articles of property; the ima voidable con- 
sequence ?s, tliat slaves are universally con- 
sidered by their owners as mere animals, or 
pieces of machinery. 

The moral influence produced by such a 
state of tilings, was strikingly exemplified 
in a conversation that took place at the 
house of a Boston lady, intimately known to 
the wi'iter. Miss G., of South Carolina, 
had been invited to meet several ladies at 
the house referred to. The conversation 
turned on that never-failing topic, tlie diffi- 
culty of procuring- good domestics. One 
of tlie guests remarked, " You are not 
troubled with these kind of difficulties at 
tlie South, Miss G. ; but I should tliink you 
would find it very unpleasant to be sur- 
rounded by so many negroes." " Not at 
all unpleasant," replied the southern lady, 

I liave always been accustomed to the 
blacks, and I really like them. When I 
was an infant I was nursed by a black 
woman ; and I have always had them to at- 
tend upon me. 1 assure you that many of 
them are very far from being disagreeable 
in their personal appearance. 1 had a 
young slave, who was, without exception, 
the prettiest creature I ever saw. She used 
to tend table for us, and almost always at- 
tracted the attention of visitors. A gentle- 



IN L0WI2RING THE TONE OF 
JfTIMENT. 

man, who was often at our house, became 
dreadfully in love with her, and tried to 
make her accept handsome presents. One 
day she came to me, and asked me to speak 
to that gentleman, and forbid his saying any 
thing more to her ; for he troubled her very 
much, and she could not get rid of him, 
though she constantly refused to listen to 
him. I promised to speak to tlie gentleman 
about it, and did so, telling him that his at- 
tentions were very impleasant to my slave, 
and begged him to refrain from oflfering 
them in future. For a few weeks he de- 
sisted ; but at the end of that time, he came 
to me and said, ' Miss G., I must have that 
girl! I cannot live without her!' He 
ofi^red me a very high price. I pitied the 
poor fellow, and so I sold her to him." 

Miss G. was an unmarried woman, be- 
tween twenty and thirty years old. She 
would consiaer herself insulted, if any one 
doubted her modesty and sense of propriety. 
Yet she told this story with perfect uncon- 
sciousness that tliere was any thing disgust- 
ing or shocking, or even wrong, in one 
woman's trafficking away another, under 
such- circumstances ! That such a thing 
could be done in a free and Christian com- 
munity, is sufficiently strange; but that it 
could be told of without tlie least shame, or 
the slightest consciousness that it ought to 
excite shame, is still more extraordinary. 

What a comment is this u])Oii the moral 
sense of slave-holding communities I 

Miss G. would have been horror-struck 
at the idea of selling into prostitution even 
the poorest and most degraded white 
woman ; but the colored race she had been 
always taught to consider as mere animals. 

OJi ! who can count the unnumbered 
crimes, the manifold impurities, inevitably 
growing out of a system, which constantly 
seeks to protect itself, by regarding immor- 
tal beings as the brutes that perish ! — From 
Mrs. Child's Anecdotes of American Slavery. 



It is remarkable that those who are de- 
sirous of making an impression that there is 
something in tlio Bible which sanctions 
sl'.ivery, always take care to divo; oe the 
Old Testament from the New, and quote the 
tetimony of the one, to the rejection of the 
other. Sometimes they betray a conscious 
ness that the Old Testament commands im- 
mediate emancipation, and then they are 
wonderfully tenacious of the paramount 
authority of the "Neic. They significantly 
inquire why our Saviour and his apostles 
did not enjoin emancipation ; and plainly im- 

T^Kr f Kof fl^O ]l /^il^OT-.+rt*^^ f\^C T.tnH.«U ,1 

Other portions of the prophetical and pre- 



DEXTERITY. 

ceptive Jewish writings, are documents of a 
remote antiquity, with which we have no 
manner of concern. 

At other times we are cited to the Old 
Testament patriarchs, and to the institutions 
of the Hebrews, for the evidence that the 
Bible sanctions slavery ; and then tlie f^ew 
Testament, with its sublime morality, is 
anxiously kept out of sight, under the 
erroneous imjiression, no doubt, that the law 
of loving our neighbour as ourselves was 
unknown to Moses and to Abraham. Theie 
seems to be a latent consciousness that thoso 
venerable men could not have sanctioned 
slaveholding, if they hud lived under the 
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light of such a precept. They forget that 
our Saviour declared this principle to be the 
substance of the " law and the prophets." 
And so they cling to the favorite notion that 
Abrabam and Moses sanctioned slavehold- 
ing— whatever Jesus Christ may have 
taught inconsistent with such a practice- 
insomuch that one might be tempted to think 
them laboring to establish Judaism m oppo- 
sition to Christianity. And thus they keep 
up a never-ceasing traverse from the Old 
Testament to the New, and from the New 
to the Old, taking care to settle permanently 
on neither, always reading the one in forget- 
fulness of the other, and using the two testa- 
ments as tliough they were antipodes, that 
might never be tolerated under the same 
rool", at the same time.— If you cite them to 
James [v. 4,] as containing an answer to 
their demand whv the prophets did not con- 
demn the fraudulent use of unrequited 
labor, they cry out, that Old Testament saints 
were- slaveholders. And if you would 
point out their mistake by showing them 



what Old Testament prophets tliought of 
slaveholding saints, behold! intlie twinkling 
of an eye, they are oft' again to the New 
Testament, adroitly lighting down upon 
Paul's letter to Philemon ; yet taking care 
to skim over the page so gentljr as to be 
ready for the fiftieth leap, when it shall be 
noticed that the fugitive was no longer to 
bo received as a servant, but a brotlier 
beloved. 

In my younger days I have been amused 
at the dexterity with which a real " man of 
war's man" would evade duty on ship-board, 
in a dark night, by " coming up one hatch- 
way and going down another." The sailor's 
call it " working Tom Cox's traverse," and 
great adroitness is often manifested in these 
evasive evolutions. — But never in my life 
have I seen so much deceptive skilfulness 
and agility of motion as is exhibited in 
open day light, by ministers and Christians 
who would gladly avoid close action with 
the enemy of all righteousness, in these 
stormy times. — From " Human Rights." 



BURNING OF REV. J. HOWARD HINTON'S HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
A costly and valuable history of the so great, that the agent thought it prudent 
United States, lately written by Mr. Hinton, to leave the city as early as he could. The 
"'*■■" " other gentleman referred to remained, to 

see what would be the result. A letter from 
him to the accent, received a few davs since 
at Cincinnati — written in much haste — 
states, that the books, to a large amount, had 
been seized and burnt, and that he had en- 
gaged his passage to Baltimore. 

The above is from the account of this 



n Baptist minister in England, has been re- 
published in this country. The work is 
large, and is issued in separate numbers. 
The sixteenth number, as we are informed 
(for we have not examined the work), has in 
it something referring to the subject of sla- 
very among us, and to our treatment of the 
aborigines. 



"Whilst an agent of the publishers was transaction, as given by the agent to a friend 

engaged, a few weeks ago (under the super- of ours in Cincinnati, a few days ago. 

vision of a gentleman, either one of the Since this, we have been informed, that 

publishers, or directly interested in the pub- the New Orleans conflagration had been 

lication), in distributing the numbers of the preceded by similar ones in Charleston, and, 

work to subscribers in New Orleans, a pa- perhaps, in Savannah. Very truly did JNIr. 



ragraph of a violent character, taken from a 
Charleston paper, branding the work as 
** incendiary," and the agents as " incen- 
diaries," &c., was republished in the New 
Orleans papers. The excitement became 



R. J. Breckinridge, of Baltimore, say not 
long since in a public speech, that the lite- 
rature of the world is against the slaveholder. 
— From the Philanthropist. 



POETRY. 

TO GEORGE TH0MPS0N.~By Mrs. Child. 
I've heard thee when thy powerful words The evil spirit felt its power. 



Were like tlie cataract's roar — 
Or like the ocean's mighty waves 
Resounding on the shore. 

But even in reproof of sin. 

Love brooded over all — 
As the mild rainbow's heavenly arch 

Rests on the waterfall, 

I've heard thee in the hour of prayer, 
W'nen dangers were around : 

Thy voice was like the royal harp. 
That breath'd a channed sound. 



And, howling, turned away ; 
And some, perchance, " who came to scoff, 
Remain'd with thee to pray." 

I've seen thee, too, in playful mood. 

When words of macfic snell 
Dropp'd from thy lips like hivy gems. 

That sparkled as they feli. 

Still great and good in every change ! 

Magnificent and mild ! 
As if a seraph's godlike po\vcr 

Dwelt in a little child. 



No. III. — September, 1836. 



GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

CHURCHES IN AMERICA 

The Annud Meetings of this religious bodj were held at Cincinnati in 
May last, and we regret to find that the discussions which took place, and 
the resolutions which w^ere adopted, clearly establish the detennination of 
the Episcopal Methodists to retain the sin of slavery in their midst. The 
subject of emancipation was introduced by an address from the English 
Conference, but the American brethren were ill-disposed to giye to it the 
reception which it claimed. It will now be for the "Wesleyans of this 
country to say whether they will continue in association with men so 
thoroughly resolved to abide by their wickedness. If they act worthy of 
themselves, they will instantly convey a solemn, dignified, and imploring re- 
monstrance to the transatlantic Methodists, and suspend all further inter- 
course with them till they have retraced their steps, and humbled Jliemselves 
before the Lord. Any measure short of this will compromise their own 
honor, and involve them deeply in the guilt which is so fearfully accumu- 
lating on the American church. They have already addressed them, in 
terms (as we imderstand) sufficiently mild and courteous. Their address 
has been treated as an indignity, and their advice scorned. They must now, 
thercfbre, sustain their own consistency, and assert the sacredness of Chris- 
tian morals, by repudiating the connexion in which they stand, that the 
slumbering conscience of their brethren may be aroused, and their souls 
be saved from the displeasure of the Lord. 

Tlie following account of the meetings of the Conference, compiled from 
the Zion's Herald, Watchman, and the Ne7V York Evangelist, is taken from 
the Emancipator of the 26th of May. We insert it at length, in order to 
furnish our readers with a more accurate and graphic view of the state of 
feeling in this body than could otherwise be obtained. 

Monday, May 2. 

Conference met in the Wcsleyan chapel, at nine o'clock a. m. — all the bishops, 
four in number, present. Bishop Roberts, being the oldest in office, took the 
chair, and called the meeting to order. Thomas L. Douglas, of the Tennessee 
Conference, was appointed Secretary, and T. B. Sargeant, of the Baltimore 

11 
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Conference, Assistant-Secretary. 183 delegates were present. Most of the day 
v/as spent in the appointment of committees. 

Messrs. Lord and Case were introduced to the Conference — the former, a de- 
Jegate from the Wesleyan Conference in England, and President of the Canada 
Conference. He addressed Conference in a very happy and interesting manner, 
and alluded to the delicate subject," because he said it was introduced by the 
Wesleyan Conference, into their address, which he now presented. 

Tuesday^ May 3. 

Most of the session of this day was taken up in the appointment and instruc- 
tion of committees. The address from the Wesleyan Conference in England, was 
road. It speaks out nobly in behalf of the slave, yet with all kindness ; instead 
of calling the abolitionists in our church " fanatics," it expresses high satisfac- 
tion that some of us are awake to this subject. It takes the position that 
slavery is contrary to the principles of the gospel. The reading of this document 
produced considerable sensation in the Conference. Orange Scott moved that 
it be printed in the Christian Advocate and Journal, and the Western Christian 
Advocate. After some discussion, it was voted to lay the motion to print on 
the table. 

On the motion of Dr. Bangs, the address was referred to a committee of three, 
with .instructions to report as early as possible, that the answer might reach Dr. 
Fisk before he returns to this countiy. The ccnimittee appointed were Dr. 
Bangs, Dr. Capers, and T. A. Morris. 

S. G. Rozzel, of the Baltimore Conference, moved the appointment of a com- 
mittee on slavery, to whom all memorials, petitions, and papers relating to the 
subject of slavery, should be referred ; laid resolution on the table. 

Wednesday, May 4. 

This morning, soon after opening the Conference, Dr. Bangs presented a re- 
port in answer to the address from the Wesleyan Conference. He staled to the 
Conferenc^that it had been hastily prepared, and of this it bore but too evident 
marks. In replying to what our English brethren say of slaverj'-, the doctor 
spoke in strong terms against abolition, said nothing against slavery, and indi- 
rectly complained of our transatlantic brethren for their interference. He 
spoke of the " trouble abolitionism" had made, but said nothing of the trouble 
of slaver}'. 

Considerable discussion took place on the motion to adopt the report. T. 
Spuer, of the Troy Conference, rose and said, "Tlie report speaks of the 
' trouble abolitionism has made us ; I think slavery should be inserted instead 
of abolitionism." This seemed to be a new thought to some ; they seemed to 
have forgotten that slavery was any trouble at all. Several amendments were 
proposed ; but finally, on motion, the report was recommitted. 

Thursday, May 5. 

The principal business of interest before the Conference to-day was the re- 
port of the committee appointed to prepare an address in answer to the one 
from the British Conference. The one presented to-day was in many respects 
another thing from that presented yesterday. It was greatly improved, both in 
language and sentiment, and afforded internal evidence of having originated 
from another and smoother pen. The coarse and hackneyed thrust at abolition- 
ism was trancformed into a delicate touch of negro slavery. This gave general 
satisfaction. Exceptions were, however, taken to other passages. 
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Rev. Mr. Rozzellj of Baltimore, thought the passage relating to the powers of 
the general government over the subject of slavery in the slave states, was 
not sufficiently explicit, and would be liable to misconstruction by the British 
public. 

Dr. Bangs, chairman of the committee, thought the language sufficiently ex- 
plicit, and not capable of more than one construction. 

Mr. Soren, of Philadelphia, objected to a passage relating to a determination 
of the MeUiodist ministers to do all in their power to improve the temporal and 
spiritual condition of the slaves. He thought the enemies of Methodism, and 
especially those opposed to the improvement of the colored people, would take 
advantage of the language, and construe it into an intention to avail themselves 
of every opportunity and means of bringing about the emancipation of the 
slaves, and would thus exclude Methodist ministers from the privilege of preach- 
ing to the slaves. He moved to have the passage struck out. Mr. Rozzell «nd 
others concurred. 

Dr. Capers, of South Carolina, a member of the committee, stated that when 
he first met the committee, he was of the opinion that the best course would be 
not to notice the subject of slavery at all in the address. But, after consultation 
with the members of the committee, he had changed his opinion. The people 
of the South were expecting some action on the subject by the General Con- 
ference. And they feared it might be such an action as would entirely close 
up the door of usefulness among the slaves, which was now opened. He was 
satisfied that the address, with the clause objected against, so far from doing 
them any injury, would do them much good. 

Rev. Mr. Winans, of Mississippi, agreed with Dr. Capers. — He spoke very 
much in the same strain and manner, made no disrespectful allusions to the 
abolitionists, but acknowledged that the people of the North had a right to 
their opinions, and to express them as well as the people of the South, though 
it was certain that the people of the South understood the subject best. 

Rev. Mr. Kennon, of Alabama, also concurred with Dr. Capers, and spolie in 
the same kind and respectful manner. 

Rev. Mr. Earl}', of Virginia, spoke on the subject, but his tone and sentiment 
were ver}' diffiirent from those who had just preceded him. " Let," said he, 

the Methodist members, from Maine to Georgia, come out and denounce abo- 
litionists. It was of little use for Southern Methodists to denounce them, for 
that is expected, and it is replied, the South are slave-holders ; but let the 
church altogether denounce them, and it will place the Methodist church on an 
eminence that it never had before, while other churches are becominar divided 
by this excitement." 

Rev. Mr. Bascom, of Kentucky, offered a substitute for the passage proposed 
to be struck out, the purport of which was, " that we shall, as we have ever 
done, do all in our power to promote the best interests^of the slaves;" which was 
adopted. 

Rev. Mr. Paine, of Tennessee, then moved to strike out all of that part of the 
address wliich related to slavery. Remarks were made by several in favor of 
Mr. Paine's motion. Bishop Soule made some remarks, which satisfied Mr. 
Paine that it would be best to retain the part which he wished expunged, and 
the motion was withdrawn. 

The report of the committee was then adopted by a considerable majority. 
The report embraces the address, and provides that Dr. Fisk be intrusted with 
the business of presenting it to the next British Conference, which will meet in 
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July. It is a remarkable fact, that the delegates from the extreme South treat 
the subject with much greater mildness and candor than those from the more 
northern parts. I must think that, aside from their slavery, they are men of es- 
timable character. 

Mr. Scott, of New England, moved that his resolution to print tlie address 
from the British Conference, which was laid on the table yesterday, be taken up. 
Dr. Bangs seconded the motion, with the amendment, that it be referred to a 
select committee. Mr. Scott had no objection to the amendment, but, per- 
ceiving that a debate was likely to ensue, and that the time of the session had 
nearly expired, he withdrew the motion. 

Friday, May 6. 

This day was observed as a day of fasting and prayer. At the close of the 
religious exercises of the day, Dr. Bangs presented a petition for the appoint- 
ment of a bishop for Liberia. Mr. Scott moved that his resolution to print the 
address from the British Conference be called up, which was negatived by fifty- 
nine to fifty-seven. 

Monday, May 9. 

To-day the memorial from the east, signed by 151 travelling, and forty-nine 
local preachers, 200 in all, praying for the restoration to our discipline of our 
original rules on slavery, was presented by Rev. J. A. Merrill. It was read be- 
fore the General Conference. Mr. Merrill moved that it be referred to a select 
committee, with instructions to report thereon as soon as practicable. Some 
discussion took place. Dr. Bangs said he was in great hopes that the question 
of slavery would be kept out of General Conference ; but seeing it could not, he 
was in favor of referring it to a select committee. Mr. Winans, from Mississippi, 
said he was in favor of its reference, not, however, on account of the respecta- 
hility of the memoriahsts, or their numbers, for he could have obtaincd^t-e hun- 
dred thousand names against the prayer of the memorialists being granted. The 
memorial was referred to a select committee of seven. So the subject of slavery 
is fairly before the Conference, and there is evidently not a little perplexity, by 
the opponents, that the abolitionists have come upon them entrenched behind 
the former rule of discipline, with Wesley, Clarke, Coke, and the Wesleyan 
Conference for a stafi" to lean upon. 

Wednesday, May 11. 

A memorial was presented by Orange Scott, signed by 2,284 members of the 
church, praying for the restoration of the original rules on slavery, to the disci- 
pline. Referred to the select committee. 

S. G. Rozzell, of Baltimore, presented a resolution that the committee ap- 
pointed to prepare an address to the people, be instructed to insert a paragraph 
on abolitionism, in order to put it down. O. Scott moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by adding " and slavery." 

Dr. Bangs, chairman of that committee, objected to the resolution altogether ; 
the resolution and amendment were laid on the table. 

Thursday, May 12. 

It was decided to continue the Book Concern at New York, after which S. 
G. Rozzell, of the Baltimore Conference, presented a preanible and resolutions, 
wliiclt went to disapprove, in tlic first pliice, the reported conduct of two mem- 
Lw. .'..c CuufL'rcuec, in aitoiUi.iy an uboliliuu lacciiiig in the city, uu Tuesday 
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evening; and, in the second place, to *' condemn modern abolitionism." Willi 
regard to the two brethren who attended the abolition meeting in the city, it 
wjis said, " their conduct was unjustifiable." The facts in the case were these : 
The Anti-Slavery Society had a regular meeting on Tuesday evening, at which 
some of the leading members of that Society had invited some of the aboli- 
tionists, members of the General Conference, to be present, and two of them were 
there and made some remarks — one spoke about thirty minutes, and the other 
about fifteen. This gave occasion to the resolution brought in as above. Some 
said one thing, and some another. Some called the conduct of these brethren 
"an utter contempt and outrage of this General Conference," Abolitionism was 
called " an unhallowed flame.'' W. A. Smith, of Va., wished that these two 
members, who were " guilty of this damning iniquity," might be reproved by 
the resolution passing, and their names be inserted in it. R. Payne spoke of 
these two members coming to General Conference, and then " turn about and 
get up abolition meetings." 

In the afternoon the subject was resumed. The anti-abolitionists occupied 
the whole of the morning session. N. Levings thought, if he was one of the bre- 
thren who had, through indiscretion, detained this body so long, he should feel 
bad. He spoke of the " recklessness of those brethren who have lectured," and 
of their " agitating this miserable subject." After much, very much, had been 
said upon that side, and after making several attempts in vain to put in a word, 
Mr. Storrs rose and inquired, " Have any of these brethren, who have so long 
been inveighing against the course of the brethren who are supposed to have 
lectured, been to those brethren to ask any explanation in regard to what they 
did do or say He remarked that he was acquainted with those brethren, and 
knew their course. They had "got up no abolition meeting in this city, as had 
been said ; they had been invited to attend a regular meeting of the Cincinnati 
Anti-Slavery Society ; and, having no appointment to preach that evening, and 
being on no committee that met, they went as invited — and when there they 
made some remarks." 

The afternoon session was almost at a close, when Rev. 0. Scott took the 
floor. For the first fifteen minutes he was perpetually interrupted, till it was 
finally decided that he should have liberty to proceed without interruption. 
" Modern abolition" was what one part of the resolution before the Conference 
l)roposed to condemn. Mr. Scott claimed the right to explain what it was. He 
showed most clearlj'- that it was the same doctrine hold by Wesley, Clarke, 
Watson, the Wesleyan Conference, and formerly by the M. E. Church. When 
he had spoken about half an hour, the Conference adjourned. 

Friday, May 13. 

Conference being opened. Bishop Soule made some remarks previous to Mr. 
Scott's resuming his subject. He thought the best service we could render the 
country, wjis to make no interference. Dr. Bangs said, " I understand by abo- 
litionism, the measures that are pursued by certain men on th'r subject." This 
remark was made by way of objection to Mr. Scott's going hito the whole sub- 
ject of slavery and abolition. Several attempts were made to prevent his taking 
so wide a view of the subject, but Bishop Soule, who was in the chair, decided 
that he was in order, and must not be interrupted. Mr. Scott then took an ex- 
tended and enlightened view of the whole subject, and closed by assuring the 
Conference, that they might as well think of putting their foot upon the burn- 
ing mountain to stop its rumbling, turn back the waters of the Niagara, or take 
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up the waters of the Mississippi in the hollow of their hand, as to think of 
stopping the progress of abolition. 

T. Crowder, of Virginia, followed Mr. Scott. He had difficulties- -difficulties 
from the Scriptures. The Israelites, he said, might buy the Canaanites, and 
hold them in bondage for ever. Abraham was a pious man, and he bought and 
possessed slaves. The Centurion who came to Christ to heal his servant, had 
slaves, and Christ said of him, he had not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 
Paul did not meddle with slavery. He had difficulties growing out of the his- 
tory of this subject : no crusade against slavery in the West Indies was carried 
on in the days of Wesley— abolitionists waged war with that " neble, benevolent, 
and heamn-horn institution," the Colonization Society. 

He had difficulties from our political relations. It was emphatically a political 
subject. We have nothing to do with political subjects. The American Anti- 
Slavery Society rushes directly upon our political compact. He had slaves left 
him by his wife— he offiired to send them to Liberia— but one of them would go 
—he had two now— they wept when he came away to Conference — his cook 
was dressed as finely as any of our females— thousands of slaves were on their 
way to glory— slavery had no tendency to produce amalgamation— the Scriptures 
did not expressly condemn slavery, as it does fornication, drunkenness, &c. — 
modern abolitionism tends directly to blast the hopes of other countries, of the 
practicability of self-government — is against tlie compact — divides the Union — 
represents us as robbers, murderers, thieves, &c., &c. 

William Winans, of Mississippi, said Jehovah has permitted, has regulated 
slaver}'— and therefore it might be right — if circumstances might exist that ren- 
der slavery morally right, then the inquiry is, do those circumstances exist in 
respect to slavery in the United States ? He avowed that they did. He spoke 
eloquently of murdered wives, of murdered children — burning houses, burning 
towns and villages, if the slaves were free. Abolitionists were incapable of 
taking enlarged and just views on the subject — by their movements, the slaves 
in some places were shut out from the Bible — ^at whose door lies that fault ? 
Bishop Asbury was decidedly anti-abolition previous to his death. They (the 
South) would not receive at the hands of the British Methodists and northern 
brethren, any help in this matter — let us alone, that is all the North can do. He 
believed there should be Christians, and Christian ministers, known to be slave- 
holders extensively throughout the South ; and slave-holding bishops too — ^for 
the same reason that you should exclude us from any office in the church, you 
should exclude us from the church — abolition movements are evil, and only evil, 
always, and everywhere, and at all times. 

S. G. Rozzell, of Baltimore, spoke of the petitions presented from New 
England, praying for the restoration of the original rule on slavery to our disci- 
pline. They were signed, he said, mostly by women and girls, and "1 don't 
know but by children at their mothers' breasts," — he had heard of people 
putting a pen in the hands of a corpse to sign a will, &c. : he could have ob- 
tained more than 500,000. 

Mr. Scott replied, that it was stated on presenting them, that one was signed 
by 200 ministers of our church, and that the remaining 2284 were members of 
our church. 

Before the vote was put on the resolution, Mr. Scott proposed to amend it by 
inserting before "condemn modem abolitionism," the words, "although we are 
as much, as ever convinced of the great evil of slavery, yet v» e,'' &c. This gave 
rise to a renewed debate, and was hotly opposed, on the ground that it was un- 
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necessary, being in the discipline ; that it would paralj'ze the condemnation, 
and give great offence to the South. 

William A. Smith hotly„op]50sed it. He said it (abolitionism) was a political 
and moral heresy — alike against our discipline and the Scriptures — it was carried 
into our class meetings and quarterly conferences, (this was denied): he 
affirmed he knew it so. Speaking of Mr. Scott, he said, " I would to God he 
were in heaven, where he is prepared to go." 

Mr. J. F. Adams called to order ; and inquired whether it was admissible for 
a member of this Conference to wish another member dead ! 

No retraction was made, nor did the Conference require it. 

The amendment was rejected, and the resolution passed : ayes 120, noes 14. 

Fourteen would not bow down to the image of slavery in any shape. 



AMERICAN LIBERTY. 

We learn from the Emancipator of April taxed at fifteen dollars and sixty-five 

23rd, that the Rev. l\Ir, Storrs has been cents," from which Mr. Storrs appealed to 

arrested as a common brawler, for lecturing, the Court of Common Pleas. So much for 

by request, in Pittsfield, New Hampshire, liberty of speech in New Hampshire ! 

on the subject of slavery, and sentenced by Shame, shame on the perpetrators of such 

R. T. Leavitt, Jun., Justice of the Peace, an outrage on law, liberty, and even de- 

to "iiAUD r.ABOUR for the temi of three cency ! 
months, and pay the costs of prosecution, 



HUNTING OE MEN. 

A man who had been sold to a slave- preferred death to slavery, and drowned 

trader in Tennessee, endeavoured to escape, himself. The seller was a member of a 

He plunged into a river, but his pursuers Methodist church, of good standing, and 

reached the opposite side first. He took offered to refund half the price. But the 

refuge upon a rock in tlie middle of the trader refused to take it, remarking that he 

stream. Men and dogs were collected to had yet several thousand dollars to give for 

secure him, but seeing escape hopeless, he d — d fools to drown themselves ! 



AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

By Moore. 

O Freedom ! Freedom ! how I hate thy cant ! 
Not eastern bombast, nor the savage rant 
Of purpled madmen, were they numbered all, 
From Roman Nero down to Russian Paul, 
Could grate upon my ear so mean, so base, 
As tlie rank jargon of that factious race, 
Who pant for license wliile they spurn control, 
And shout for rights, with rapine m their soul. 
Who can, with patience, for a moment see 
The medley mass of pride and misery. 
Of whips and charters, manacles and rights. 
Of slaving blacks and democratic whites 1 
To tliink that man, thou just and righteous God ! 
Should stand before thee with a tyrant's rod 
O'er creatures like himself, with souls from thee, 
Yet dare to boast of perfect liberty ! 
Away ! away ! I'd rather hold my neck 
By dx>ubtful temire from a sultan's beck. 
In climes where liberty has scarce been named, 
Nor any right but that of ruling claimed. 
Than thus to live where bastard Freedom waves 
Her fustian flag, in mockery over slaves. 
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BRIEF NOTICES OF THE PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE OF 
ABOLITION IN THE UNITED STATES.— No. III. 

The Christian church is the depository of all moral and religious truth, and 
is so constituted by its divine founder for practical purposes. Among the great 
principles which its members arc bound to recognize, to exemplify, and to diffuse, 
are those of universal justice and benevolence. Slavery is manifestly a gross 
violation of both. Its foundations are injustice and inhumanity. It is a daring 
violation of the natural rights of man — and an impious rejection of the authority 
of Christ, as the great moral legislator of the universe. Were the principle of 
slavery to be admitted, there would be an end of all personal security. The 
ties of kindred, and the endearments of social life, would cease to exist, or exist 
only to add bitterness to the cup of human woe. Man would be every where 
the enemy of man, for might would constitute right, and the most powerful and 
ferocious of our race would become masters of the rest. Slavery cannot be justi- 
fied. It is alike opposed to the maxims of a sound philosophy, the dictates of a 
wise policy, and the decisions of holy writ. Man is not fit for any other state 
than that of freedom. Wherever slavery exists, the unhappy victim of oppres- 
sion sinks into a state of moral degradation and wretchedness : nor does bis 
oppressor escape uninjured. If the system brutalizes the slave, it demonizes the 
master. It is easy to gather from these remarks what is the duty of man as 
man. " The sense of duty," says an eloquent writer, " is the fountain of hu- 
man rights. In other words, the same inward principle, which teaches the for- 
mer, bears witness to the latter. Duties and rights must stand or fall together. 
It has been too common to oppose them one to another ; but they are indisso- 
lubly joined together. The same inward principle which teaches a man what 
he is bound to do for others, teaches equally, and at the same instant, what 
others are bound to do to hhn. The same voice which forbids him to injure a 
single fellow- creature, forbids every fellow^-creature to do him harm. His con- 
science in revealing the moral law, does not reveal a law for himself only, 
but speaks as a universal legislator. He has an intuitive conviction, that the 
obligations of the divine code press on others as truly as on himself. That 
principle which teaches him that he sustains the relation of brotherhood to all 
human beings, teaches him that this relation is reciprocal, that it gives inde- 
structible claims as well as imposes solemn duties, and that what he owes to 
the members of this vast family, they owe to him in return." The sense of 
duty here alluded to, has ever been found too weak to control the lust of power, 
and the cravings of selfishness. The sanctions of religion, far reaching as eter- 
nity, must be superadded to give force and efficacy to its decisions. 

When Christianity was first promulgated, it found shivery, as well as other 
iniquities, in the world. By the force of its moral principles this scourge of the 
human race was destroyed. Slavery was then the sin of the world exclusively. 
No master could enter the church without rendering to his servants that which 
was "just and equal." It is not now, alas! the sin of the world merely. 
Considerable portions of the church practise it ; and thus it is shielded from the 
opprobrium it deserves. Ministers, deacons, and members of churches are 
deeply implicated in the continuance of this abomination. In the United States 
of America, the great body of Christian professors either justify or connive at 
its existence ; and should any one plead the cause of the oppressed ; and de- 
mand, in the name of outraged humanity, indignant justice, and insulted reli- 
gion, the immediate restoration of his unforfeited rights, he is held up touniver- 
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sal execration as the enemy of his country ; and ac ihe propagator of sentiments 
which shock the moral feelings of the nation. 

Against this state of things have the abolitionists of America to contend. 
Happily for the interests of truth and humanity, they are every way qualified for 
the arduous work they have undertaken ; and the manifest blessing which has 
hitherto attended their efforts, leaves no doubt that they will be enabled to 
prosecute it to a successful issue. The leading members of the American 
Anti-slavery Society arc the ornaments of the churches to which they belong. 
Their aim is to purify the church from the taint of slavery, and then, by the 
church, to purify their country and the world. 

At the first Anniversary of the American Anti-Slavery Society, there were 
not more than sixty Auxiliary Associations. At its second Anniversary they had 
increased to 225 ! So rapidly had public opinion been formed. During the 
year the Society published 122,000 copies of various pamphlets, besides the 
gratuitous distribution of copies of " The Emancipator and the-circulation of 
larger works. Nine agents were also employed, among whom was the eloquent 
and talented George Thompson, from England. This gentleman's labors were 
most abundant and influential, and merit a separate and detailed notice, because 
of their important bearing on the Anti-Slavery cause. No attempt, therefore, 
will be made in this paper to specify them. 

Soon after the last Anniversary of the Society, the New England Anti-SIavcry 
Society held a Conveniioii at Boston. Its sessions were numerously attended, 
and of the most cheering character. By its labors a number of masterly docu- 
ments have been produced, which have greatly enlightened and changed the 
public mind. This Society has now assumed the name of " The Massachusetts 
Anti-Slavery Society." 

At the Convention the Rev. Samuel J. May, who acted as President, stated 
that, " It was matter of every day's occurrence for husbands to be torn from 
their wives, parents from their children, and brothers from their sisters, and sold 
into remediless exile and captivity. All this was done even in the boasted 
capital of this republic. The law gave no more protection to the slaves than to 
brutes. If they dared to offer any resistance, under the severest provocation, 
any brutality might be inflicted upon them* Even if a slave should ven- 
ture to defend his father, or his child from violence, or his mother, or wife, 
or sister from pollution, it would be at the peril of his life. The law 
contemplated no imi^rovement in the physical, intellectual,- or moral con- 
dition of the slaves. An}' attempt to instruct them in reading and writing, 
was regarded an\l punished as felony !" William Oakes, Esq*, in the course of 
a powerful speech, said, " The slaves are, in general, practically in a state of 
absolute heathenism. Many retain their African superstitions, but the greater 
part have lost the religion of their fathers, without receiving any other in return. 
A great part are ignorai:t of even the being of a God, and only know the sound 
of his name from the oaths which they hear.'' In the course of the proceedings 
of the Convention, Mr. Garrison observed, " That he could not deem this a land 
of freedom, while in one half of it he could not denounce tyranny without 
perilling his life. We possessed neither the liberty of speech nor of the press. 
Was there not a reward of Five Thousand Dollaus still offered for his seizure, 
because he had ventured to assail a most execrable and bloody despotism? 
Even at the North, his personal security from outrage and abduction was by no 
means certain. Thought, utterance, action, the press, the pulpit, the bench, the 
bar, all were in servile bondage. It was, therefore, not merely an abuse of Ian- 
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guage, but an outrage upon common sense ; it was consummate liypocrisj^, and 
glaring falsehood, to call ours a free country. When all unequal laws, having 
respect to the color of the skin, shall have been universally expunged from the 
statute books, and prejudice scouted as a fiend, and the cord of caste burnt to 
ashes, and every chain broken, and every captive set free ; when the time shall 
have arrived that, in any part of our republic, it will be safe and honorable to 
assail the oppressor as the enemy of his species j then, and not till then, may we 
truly call this The Land of Freedom.'' 

On the 22nd of April, a Convention was held at Putnam, Ohio, and an 
Auxiliary organized for that powerful state. The proximity of Ohio to the slave 
states, from which it has derived much of its population, and the constant inter- 
course which takes place in consequence, make its influence highly important in 
this cause. 

In their declaration of sentiments they say, " We believe slavery to be a 
sin — always, every where, and only sin. Sin in itself, apart from the occasional 
rigors incidental to its administration, and from all those perils, and liabilities, 
and positive inflictions to which its victims are continually exposed. Sin, in 
the nature of the act which creates it, and in the elements which constitute 
it. Sin, because it converts persons into things ; makes men property, God's 
image, merchandise. Because it forbids men to use themselves for the advance- 
ment of their own well-^being, and turns them into mere instruments, to be used 
by others solely for the benefit of the users. Because it constitutes one man 
the owner of the body, soul, and spirit of other men — gives him power and 
permission to make his own pecuniary profit the great end of their being, thus 
striking them out of existence as beings possessing rights and susceptibilities 
of happiness, and forcing them to exist merely, as appendages to his own exist- 
ence. In other words, because slavery holds and uses men, as mere means for 
the accomplishment of ends, of v)hich ends their own interests are not a part ? " 

In their plan of operations they propose " to effect the destruction of slavery, 
not by exciting discontent in the minds of the slaves, not by instigating out- 
rages, not by the physical force of the free states, not by the interference of 
Congress with state rights ,* but we shall seek its overthrow by ceaseless pro- 
clamations of the truth upon the whole subject — by urging upon slave-holders 
and the entire community, the flagrant enormity of slavery, as a sin against God 
and man — ^by demonstra'cing the safety of immediate emancipation to the per- 
sons and property of the masters, to the interests of the slave, and the welfare of 
the community, from the laws of mind, the history of emancipation, and the 
indissoluble connexion between duty and safety — ^by presenting facts, argu- 
ments, and the pecuniary advantages of emancipation to the master — ^by correct- 
ing the public sentiment of the free states, which now sustains and sanctions 
the system, and by concentrating its rectified power upon the conscience of the 
slave-holder — by promoting the observance of the monthly concert of praj'er 
for the abolition of slavery throughout the world, that by a union of faith and 
works, we may bring our tithes into the store-house, and prove therewith the 
* God of the oppressed.'" They add, "For success in this sacred enterprise, 
we cease from man, and look to God alone. In Him is everlasting strength, 
with Him the residue of the spirit of plenteous redemption. His word has gone 
out of his mouth, ' For the oppression of the poor, and for tlie sighing of the 
needy, now will I arise, saith the Lord ; I will set him in safety from him that 
puffeth at him.' His wisdom is our guide— His power, our defence — His truth, 
our weapon— His Spirit, our comforter — His promise, the anchor of our souls — 
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His approval, our exceeding great reward — and His blessing upon our past la- 
bors, a sure presage of the giory to be revealed in the triumphs of a redemption 
which already draweth nigh." Efficient State Socieiies were also formed during 
the year in Vermont, Maine, and New Hampshire ; all of which are in active 
operation. 

In July, 1834, the city of New York was in the hands of a formidable mob. 
For three days the laws were violated with impunity, and the lives and property 
of the Abolitionists were placed in the greatest jeopardy. Many of them were 
obliged to fly from their habitations with their families. The house of Mr. Lewis 
Tappan was sacked. Every thing valuable was thrown into the street, and 
burnt before his door. Much property was destroyed— the free people of color 
were inhumanly treated — but happily no lives were lost. This riot was followed 
by another at Philadelphia. The sufferers there were the free people of color. 
Two or three of those died from the ruffian violence inflicted on them by the 
infuriated mob. 

It is cheering to turn from the contemplation of such scenes as these to the 
peaceful and honourable course of the Abolitionists. Unappalled by the, ca- 
lumnies whicli were circulated, and the revenge with which they were threat- 
ened, they gathered new strength from opposition ; and, in proportion as thej- 
were tried, they became devoted to the sacred cause they had espoused. 

Among the various Anti-Slavery works which were extensively circulated, the 
following deserve especial mention, for the talent which they displaj', and the 
effect they have jjroduced on the public mind. The " Appeal" and " Oasis'' of 
Mrs. Child ; the " Lectures" of Mr. Phelps ; " Our Countrymen in Chains," by 
Whittier; and the "Inquiry into Colonization and Anti-Slavery,'' by Mr. Jay, 
Of the latter work the first edition was taken up at once, and another of 5000 
copies has been issued from the press. It has been reprinted in this country, 
and ought to be read by all who wish to understand the whole of the subject. 
It is calm, clear, and decided. 

The following remarks are taken from Judge Jay's concluding observations 
on " American Slavery" legally considered : " Such is American slavery — a 
system which classes with the beasts of the field, over whom dominion has 
been given toman, an intelligent, and accountable being, the instant his Creator 
has breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Over this infant heir of immor- 
tality no mother has a right to watch — no father may guide his feeble steps, 
check his wayward appetites, and train him for future usefulness, happiness, 
and glory. Torn from his parents, and sold in the market, he soon finds himself 
laboring amongst strangers, under the whip of a driver, and his task augmenting 
with his ripening strength. Daj' after day, and year after year, is he driven to 
the cotton or sugar field, as the ox to the furrow. No hope of reward lightens 
his toil — the subject of insult, the victim of brutulity, the laws of his country 
afford him no redress — his wife, such only in name, may at any moment be 
dragged from his side — his children, heirs only of his misery and degradation, 
are but articles of merchandise — his mind, stupified by his oppressors, is 
wrapped in darkness — ^liis soul, no man careth for it — his body, worn with 
stripes and toil, is at length committed to the earth, like the brute that pc- 
risheth." 

It should also be noticed here that J. G. Birney, Esq., of Kentucky, rendered 
efficient aid to the Anti-Slavery cause by his admirable letters. The fact of his 
being a Southern man, and but lately a distinguished agent of the Colonization 
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Society, and of his proving Lis sincerity by the emancipation of his own slaves, 
gave great weight to his statements. 

This year was marked by the formation of " The American Union" a society 
which endeavours to effect a junction between the American Coloaization and 
Anti-Slavery Societies. It is too Anti-Slavery in its spirit for the former, and 
too much the creature of expediency for the latter. It has consequently but 
few supporters ; and, although several respectable ministers of the gospel are 
among its office-bearers, it is not likely to have a prolonged existence. 

The Second Anniversary Meeting of the American Anti-Slavery Society was 
undisturbed by any outbreakings of popular fury. The church in which it was 
held was crowded by an attentive and deeply-interested auditory. Mr. Birney, 
in a most powerful address, replied to all the objections urged against the doc- 
trines and doings of the Abolitionists. In his selection of facts, arguments, and 
illustrations he was equally happy. In concluding his speech Mr. B. made the 
following emphatic remarks: "Permit me to say, before God and men, that I 
do not believe there is any other principle of action than that adopted by your 
society, which ever will or can terminate the existence of slavery in the United 
States. I say this not unadvisedly, but deliberately and calmly. The thing' 
must else come to a head, and, when it does, it will burst ovot the land with 
tremendous and desolating violence." Other gentlemen addressed the meeting, 
with great effect, but the speech which created the greatest sensation was that 
delivered by Mr. Thompson, in wbich he severely denounced his countryman. 
Dr. Cox, for refusing to bear his public and solemn protest against American 
Slavery. 

Among the resolutions passed at the private sitting of the Society, was one to 
raise the sum of 30,000 dollars for the expenditure of the coming year. A sub- 
scription was immediately commenced, and 14,500 dollars was collected. 

The whole of the important proceedings of the Society were begun, con- 
tinued, and ended in prayer. A day of fasting and prayer, on behalf of the 
Anti-Slavery cause in the United States, and a day of thanksgiving to God for 
the abolition of slavery in the British West India islands, were recommended to 
all its auxiliaries and friends — the former to be kept on the 25 Lh of June, the 
latter on the first of August every year. 
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Bear'st tliou a man's, a Christian's name 1 
If not for pity, yet for shame, 

O fling the scourge aside ! 
Her tender form may writhe and bleed — 
But deeper cuts the barbarous deed 

The female's modest pride. 

Sin first by woman came ; — for this 
The Lord hath marred her earthly bliss, 

With many a bitter throe : 
But mercy tempers wrath, and scorn 
Pursues the wretch who adds a thorn 

']"o heaven-inflicted woe. 



Tliino infancy was lulled to rest, 

On woman's nurturing bosom pressed. 

Enfolded by her arm ; — 
Her hand upheld thy tottering })ace, — 
And O, how deep the foul disgrace. 

If thine can work her harm ! 

Hush not thy nature's conscious plea ; 
Weak, helpless, succourless, to thee 

Her looks for mercy pray. 
He who records each lash, will roll 
Torrents of vengeance on thy soul : — 

(), fling that scourge away ! 

C'ha nurn e EMZABtxii. 
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Report of the Discussion on American Slavery, 
m Dr. Wardlaw's Chapel, between Mr, 
George Thompson and the Rev. R. J. Brech- 
inridge, Glasgow : 2nd ed. 8vo. pp. 148. 

In our lirst number we referred to 
the discussion recently held in Glasgow, 
between Messrs. Thompson and Breck- 
inridge, and expressed in general terms 
our opinion of the merits of the com- 
batants. The judgment wo then pro- 
nounced has been confirmed by the 
publication now before us, whicli we 
hasten to introduce to our readers, and 
strongly to recommend to their imme- 
diate perusal. It was our inten- 
tion to furnish an outline of the dis- 
cussion ; but the present pamphlet, ex- 
tending to 148 pages, has compelled us 
to relinquish the design. We despair 
by any such outline as our limits 
would permit to do justice to the large 
mass of information which Mr. Thomp- 
son has supplied. Our sketch would, 
of necessity, be so meagre, as to pre- 
sent a very partial and inadequate view 
of the case, and we therefore prefer 
referring our readers to the publication 
itself. We shall frequently have occa- 
sion to make use of the documents 
brought forward in the discussion, and 
shall, for the present, dismiss them al- 
together. The rv'isult of the discussion 
does not admit of doubt. Mr, Breck- 
inridge did his utmost ; but his zeal 
outrau his discretion, and his services, 
however they may be estimated in 
America, will be regarded, throughout 
this country, as having signally failed 
to accomplish their purpose. His 
adroitness and subtlety of reasoning, 
and the imsparing invective in which 
he freely indulged, instead of redeem- 
ing his cause, only served to exhibit 
more palpably its weakness, and to 
place its essential depravity in a less 
dubious and more hateful light. Mr. 
Thompson, on the contrary, not onl}* 
sustained his former reputation as a 
public speaker, but established his 
charges against the government and^ 
churches of America, by such an over- 
whelming mass of evidence, as puts 
incredulity at defl^mce. We pity the 



idiotcy, or despise the wickedness, of 
the man who shall henceforth say that 
slavery is not a national sin in America, 
or that the churches of that country 
are not deeply implicated in its sup- 
port. 

The committee of the Emancipation 
Society of Glasgow deemed it proper 
to convene a public meeting on the 1st 
of August, in order to g^ve a public 
declaration of their judgment on the 
merits and results of the discussion. 
This meeting was numerously attended, 
and was addressed by several of the 
most distinguished ministers of that 
city. Strong resolutions, which we 
print in another part of the present 
number, were passed — the first of 
which was moved by Dr. Wardlaw, in 
a speech rarely surpassed in manly 
eloquence, generous kindlings of heart, 
and liigh-toned principle. We should 
do injustice to our readers, and to the 
sacred cause we advocate, if we did 
not close the present article with ox- 
tracts from this admirable oration, for 
the length of which we are confident 
no apology will be demanded. 

I bless God, Mr. Cliairman, for the de- 
gree in which our cause has triumphed. 
But, while we do not forget our obligations 
to Divine Providence, ncitlicr roust we 
overlook the human instruments employed 
by that providence in the attainment of the 
end. And tliis evening we have to express 
our obligations to one of tliese. It ha? been 
by the combined, earnest, persevering voice 
of public opinion reiterating in the ears of 
our government— not on tJie ground of mere 
political expediency, but on tlie higher and 
more sacred ground of moral and Christian 
principle — the demand for the breaking of 
the yoke of the oppressed, and the raising 
of the enslaved and degraded to the dignity 
of men, and to the rights and the privileges 
of freemen, that our cause has triumphed. 
We owe not a little, then, to those friends 
of that cause, who have contributed to en- 
lighten and to enliven the public mind — to 
give it a just impression of wrong, and a 
clear perception of right — to rouse its in- 
dignation against the one — and to fix its 
benevolence in the resolute determination 
to effect the other. And amongst .those to 
whom, on this ground, obligation ought to 
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he felt and expressed by us, the subject of 
tlio resolution I am about to propose to you, 
liolds no inferior place. He exerted a 
power over the public mind of no ordinary 
amount. He brought up the cause in our 
own city, when it had long languished for 
Wimt of adeciuate stimulation. He put 
new life into it ; and he kept that life in 
vigor till the conquest was achieved. V/e 
shall not soon forget the triumphant result 
of his controversy, maintained in this our 
city, hand to hand, foot to foot, with the 
phahuix of the colonial interest — headed at 
that time by their own chosen companion — 
but a chiiiupion \vhoiii, for their Own Sakes, 
I forbear to name— as I believe they are all 
as much ashamed of him as we could wish 
them to be. With the ability, the zeal, the 
eloquence, the energy, the stedfastness of 
principle, the exhausting and indefatigable 
perseverance of our champion, we were 
more than satisfied. We expressed our 
satisfaction ; and we expressed it not in 
words merely, but practically. The most 
decided and flattering proof that can be 
given of satisfaction with an agent whom 
we have employed in one work, is to set 
hi\\\ to another. We did so. He had done 
his duty so nobly in the home department 
of the great cause he had at heart, tJiat, 
when he had achieved our object in the dis- 
enthrahnent of the s]',ves in our dependen- 
cies, and we looked abroad upon the world 
for other fields of philanthropic effort, we 
naturally and unanimously turned our eyes 
to him, believing that he who had done so 
well at home, would do equally well 
abroad. 

Sir, when we began with our own colo- 
nies, we never meant to stop there. That 
was not the limit of our desires, or of our 
determinations. Our field was the world. 
Our object was universal freedom j tlie 
breaking of every yoke — the deliverance of 
the oppressed in "every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation." And in 
contemplating this comprehensive object, 
whither was it to be expected we should 
first look ? Whitlier but to America 1 
TJiere, there existed the greatest amount of 
the accursed evil whose extermination we 
desired ; and in that country, botli as Britons 
and as Christians, we could not but feel a 
special interest. This was not unwarrant- 
able interference. It is always warrantable 
— it is more, it is morally incumbent — for 
foUow-men, if they have opportunity, to 
expostulate with fellow-men — for fellow- 
Christians to expostulate with fellow- 
Cliristians — when they see evils existing, 
of wliich all the principles of justice, hu- 
manity, find religion demand tie extirpa- 
tion. There are no considerations of inter- 
national delicacy and etiquette that can 
justify connivance at sin on the part of 
tliose who have aught wJmtovcr in their 



power to accomplish its removal. If we 
fail to bring this power, whatever it may 
be, into operation, we become socii criminis, 
partners in the guilt. On tl)is principle, if 
our American brethren saw any thing in us, 
whicli they thought, and justly tliought, was 
an evil of sufficient magnitude to induce 
their kind offices for its suppression, we 
ought to feel obliged by their using their 
endeavours to stir us up to a due conside- 
ration of it, and to practical efforts for its 
removal. On the ground tlien, the broad 
ground of universal philanthropy, whicJi 
allows no man to say, " Am I my brotlier's 
keeper 1" we look to America. On the 
ground of the transatlantic States owing 
their origin to Britain, and being kindred 
blood with ourselves, we looked to America. 
On tlie ground of their havin^ derived their 
very slavery from us, and having had it 
fostered by our example, we looked to 
America. And when thus, in common with 
our brethren in the Northern and Soutliern 
Metropolis, we looked to America, and re- 
solved on a mission of benevolence to tliat 
land, all eyes simultaneously looked to 
George Thompson, tis the man of all others 
most eminently fitted for the charge of the 
important and difficult trust. We sent him 
to America. W^e sent him, however, be it 
remembered, in accordance with invitations 
received by himself from associated friends 
in tlie sanie cause on that side of the At- 
lantic. Not that such invitation was neces- 
sary to justify his mission. It was not. He 
might have gone from us without any inti- 
mation of their wishes. We do not wait 
till the heatlien send to us for missionaries. 
We send them uninvited. On the siune 
principle might we have sent our Anti- 
Slavery missionary. But it wafs better, 
and it was providential, that, while we were 
resolving to send, they asked him to come. 
He went. He went with the best wishes 
of the benevolent, and the fervent prayers 
of the pious. He remained in the faithful, 
laborious, and perilous execution of the 
commission intrusted to him, as long as it 
could be done without the actual sacrifice 
of life — till it would have been the insanity 
of hardihood to have persisted longer. He 
returned. We hailed his arrival. We 
privately and publicly testified our appro- 
bation of the course he had pursued. The 
present question is — are Ave now prepared 
to retxact that approbation ? Has the ordeal 
through which our friend and commissioned 
agent has recently passed, altered our 
minds, and disposed us to substitute for it 
a sentence of condemnation 1 Are we now 
ready to cashier him — to censure him — to 
send him to Coventry — to deprive him of 
his commission, and declare him disqualified 
for ever holding 'another, unworthy of all 
future service 1 I express my own judg- 
ment in the shortest of all monosyllables. 
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I say, No. And tlie resolution which I hold 
in my hand, calls upon you to say, No, I 
consider the recent controversy as having 
yielded only fresh ground for confidence ; 
as having fuLy proved that the challenge 
lie had issued was no empty bravado— but 
it was founded in conscious sincerity, in 
the fullest conviction of rectitude of princi- 
ple — of truth, of facts, of force of argument, 
and of a fair prospect, not of mere victory, 
but of benefit to his cause. I slirink not 
from saying of him thus publicly, wliat ,1 
have said more privately in the committee, 
that I consider him, in this as in former 
controversies, as having borne himself, in 
every respect, creditably to his character 
and to his cause ; to have established, to 
the full, his previous statements ; to liavo 
successfully vindicated his transatlantic 
proceeding ; to Jiave justified the condem- 
nation of the American Colonization 
schemes ; and to have fairly fastened the 
guilt of slaveiy on the government and peo- 
ple of the United States ; tliat I consider 
him, in a word, as having come out of this 
seven-times-heated furnace unscathed — 
without a " hair of his head singed, or the 
smell of fire having passed upon him." If 
tliis meeting are of one mind with me, they 
will accept tlie following resolution. (See 
Resolutions, p. 68.) 

It is far from being my intention, Mr. 
Chairman, to go through the controversy, 
and to comment on its various branches. 
Far less do I mean to give utterance to a 
single word disrespectful, unfriendly, or 
unkind, towards the Rev. gentleman who 
stood forward as liis opponent. I give that 
gentleman all credit for sincerity, although 
1 tliiuk liim mistaken. I give him creait 
for personal and ministerial character and 
respectability ; and while I cannot but con- 
demn the contumelious and sarcastic bitter- 
ness of some of his personalities, and 
whilst I conceive him to have failed in ar- 
gument on every point that was worth con- 
tending for, yet I give him credit too for 
talent, and tact, and shrewdness, and great 
general information and ability. His failure 
was owing, not to any deficiency in these 
and other qualifications, but to the intrinsic 
badness of his cause. Let me add, that I 
give him credit too for his spirit of patriot- 
ism, by which ho was induced to oft'ev 
himself to the vindication of his country. I 
can otJy say — and 1 say it because I con- 
ceive him to possess mental qualities, and 
a weight of influence, such as, in a good 
cause, might fit bim for eminent usefulness 
— O that that patriotism were guided by 
other principles! that, under the conviction 
that " righteousness exalteth a nation, and 
that sin is the reproach of any people," and 
that every moment of the wilful continuance 
of sin is a moment of guilt and danger, he 
would throw the weight of his influence 
into tlu! right scale, and make them tell on 



the true welfare of America, by making 
them tell on the immediate annillilation of 
the evil, or raiher of the frightful combina- 
tion of evils, in the oppression of enslaved 
millions ; — the instant removal of the ac- 
cursed thing from the midst of the camp. 
This would be patriotism. I shall live in 
the hope that Mr. Breckinridge may yet see 
and feel it to be so ; and that, like another 
Dr. Cox, he may carry with liim, from this 
country, tlie full spirit of liberty, and set 
himself, on his return, to rescue his country 
from the reproach of all nations for her fla- 
grant inconsistency, and from the gathering 
vengeance of offended heaven against prac- 
tised and tolerated oppression. 

The question before us now is, whether 
he made out a good case against Mr. 
Tliompson? — and to this question I again 
answer — for you, I liope, as well as for my- 
self — No. I think he made out no case 
against him, either as to the great general 
principles of his cause, or as to any of the 
more important details or departments of 
the discussion. Pie attempted to show tbat 
tlie slavery of America was not chargeable 
on America as a nation. I, for one, was 
amazed at the attempt ; triumphantly as I 
conceived Mr. Thompson to establish the 
charge he had brought, there did not seem 
to me any need for new grounds of proof. 
Why should Mr. B, tell us about the limited 
powers of Congress, and the restraints of 
delicacy and of lienor under which even 
these limited powers are laid 1 Why tell 
us of the distinct legislatures, as to this and 
other matters, of the various states of the 
national confederacy ; and of their incom- 
petency to interfere with each other, or of 
the general government to interfere with 
any of them ? Wliy tell us of the peculi- 
arities in the legislative enactments of the 
different states, and the difficulties thence 
arising 1 What is all this, and much more, 
to the purpose 1 What is all this but sm ad- 
mission, that, on this particular point, what- 
ever it may be in others, the federal consti- 
tution of the United States is radically and 
essentially bad ? 1 must be allowed to ap- 
ply this designation to any constitution that 
contains not within itself the power of 
grappling with and putting down great and 
flagrant iniquities. To vindicate the con- 
tinuance, for one day, of the slavery and 
oppression of two millions and a half of 
immortal fellow-creatures, in a countiy, too, 
boasting of its unrivalled freedom, on the 
ground that the constitution of tlie govern- 
ment of that country is such as not to admit 
of its being interfered with, my wonder is, 
that any man could stand forward and tell 
us this, and not " blush and hang his head" 
to own himself an American. What are 
national sins, if those are not such which 
arise from the very constitution of a nation's 
government 1 For what is a nation answer- 
able, if not for its constitution! And if 
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that constitution is defective and wrong, 
where, if not with the nation, lies the sin of 
its not being mended— of the deficiency not 
being supplied — of tlie wrong not being 
rectified] If the constitution of America 
is confessedly such that it cannot autliorita- 
tively put forth its powers for tlie abolition 
of iniquities, and cruelties, and abomina- 
tions, so flagrant and atrocious as are com- 
prised in a system of slavery so woefully 
extensive — let America — the country, the 
nation, the people of America — rulers and 
ruled, if republicans will admit tiie dis- 
tinction — let America bear the disgrace, and 
bear the guilt. 

The proceedings of the abolitionists of 
America were assailed, in the course of the 
discussion, in no measured terms of severitj'. 
It is needless to say that, whether justly or 
unjustly assailed, it is not Mr. Thompson 
alone that is answerable for tliem. He fol- 
lowed out principles sanctioned at home. 
He followed out instructions received fiom 
home. I am not aware of any point in 
which he went beyond the terms of his com- 
mission. I speak, of course, of the great 
general features of his procedure. And in 
these, and in the minuter details, moreover, 
he acted in alliance with societies there, 
holding the same principles with ourselves. 
If there has been blame, then, we and they 
must share it with him. So far as 1 have 
yet seen, I have no objections. The question 
now is — Have you 1 

To me it aj^pears that the question re- 
specting the propriety or the impropriety of 
the measures of the abolitionists will be 
found to resolve itself very much into an- 
other — into a question of jjrinciple. The 
principle to which I refer is the principle of 
oilr own association — the principle (to use 
a convenient term which has been coined 
for it) of immediatism. If the principle of 
gradual abolition be the right principle, theii 
the measures were undoubtedly wrong — as 
far as possible wrong. But, if we are right 
in our principle of immediate abolition, I 
see not how Mr. T. and liis associates on 
the other side of the water could well have 
acted otherwise than they Jiave done. This 
seems to me the turning point ; and of this 
Mr. T.'s oj)pouent appeared to be sensible, 
when he urged so repeatedly the unreason- 
ableness — the infatuation, as he plainly 
thought it — of insisting upon the change 
being made instantly, independently of all 
regard to consequences. Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, I was once a gradualist. It was in 
the earlier stages of our own controversy. 
I will not trouble you with the reasons 
which then satisfied my conscience. They 
do not satisfy it now. 1 now hold, and 
blush not to avow — notwithstanding Mr. . 
B.'s evident astonishment that it should be 
held and avowed by any reasonable man— 
the ])rinciple of doing, and doing imme- 
diately, wliatever the I nv of CJod, in spirit 



and in precept, demands, without regard to 
consequences. The most unreasonable of 
all principles, in my apprehension, is that 
which sanctions continuance in sin, and 
waits in anticipation of a distant day, and a 
position of circumstances, in whicli it will 
become right to relinquish it — right to cease 
from evil ! My principle is simply this — 
abandon sin, do duty, and leave results with 
God. There are no imaginable circum- 
stances in which it can be right or necessary 
to break the law of God, in order to avoiS 
evil. Duty is ours ; conseijuences his. It 
is a matter of principle ; and, when we have 
ascertained a principle to be right, it is not 
requisite that we should also ascertain, be- 
fore we venture to act upon it, whether it 
may be acted upon with safety. We, how- 
ever, have found, in our experience, that it 
may. God has taught us this lesson ; may 
our transatlantic friends learn it, and act 
upon it ! And if witli them tlie evil has 
been sanctioned by the constitution of their 
country, and on this ground compensation, 
to whatever amount, should be deemed equi- 
table — Mr. B. boasted of their freedom 
from taxation (consistently or inconsistently 
with himself is not the present question), 
and somewhat exultingly contrasted, in tliis 
respect, America with Britain — if heavily- 
taxed Britain, then, amidst all her burdens, 
could part with her twenty millions for tlio 
attainment of her benevolent end, howmucli 
may not bo spared for the same purpose by 
untaxed America! — Here let them emulate 
us, if tliey will. I, for one, shall be well 
pleased, if they follow us in every tiling 
but the ill-omened apprenticeship. I liope 
our experience will bo a warning to them 
against this; and teach them to go right 
through with the business at once. 1 hold 
not only emancipation, but immediate eman- 
cipation, as a point of clear natural right ; 
of right, I mean, to the slave. Experience 
in many instances — and even on the large 
scale of our own colonial transactions — has 
taught that the apprehensions entertiiined 
on this subject have' had little or no solid 
foundation. Every one must have been 
struck with the identity of the whole strain 
of argument in the recent discussion, about 
the necessity of training and preparation ; 
of endeavouring to satisfy owners and 
masters of their interest and their duty ; of 
precautions to be taken ; of instructions to 
be communicated ; of habits to be formetl ; 
and of many other tilings to be done, before 
it could be safe, and consecjuently before it 
could be right, to emancipate. VVe wero 
used to tliis.« We had had it to satiety, to 
nausea ; and we should have had it, Mr. 
Chairman, to this hour, and for years and 
generations to come, had we not taken, 
firmly and determinedly, the ground of im- 
mediate, entire, and unconditional emanci- 
jiation. We did this. We gained our 
point. And wlieie are the antic^ipated hor- 
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I'ors ! Ami our ground has not changed. 
It is a matter of piincijjle and of right fitill ; 
and, therefore, we are immediatists in Ame- 
rica, as wo were in tho West Indies. I\Ir. 
I'liompson's mission has been called a fail- 
ure. Those who think there is no success 
unless the end he fully attained at once, may 
call it so if they will ; but the formation of 
600 abolition societies, comprising, I be- 
lieve, more than 30,000 members ; the ex- 
tensive infusion of the spirit of abolition 
into the bosoms of so many influential mi- 
nisters and laymen, and of the rising youtli 
of the colleges and seminaries of instruc- 
tion, as well as into so considerable a num- 
ber of the public journals — these, and other 
things, speak a dilferent language — tell a 
dilFerent tale. But I cannot enlarge here, 
v/ithout taking up ground that belongs to 
another, by whom it will be occupied witli 
more efficiency. 

Theie is biit one other point, Mr. Chair- 
man, to which I wish ^ to advert. Mr. 
Thompson had given us, before the late dis- 
cussion, very affecting, humbling, shocking 
details, in proof that, in America, slavery 
was, to a sad extent, the sin of the church. 
Now, Sir, if there was any one point on 
which, more than on the rest, Mr. T. was 
successful in establishing his statements, 
and clearing himself from every imputation 
of injustice, unlairness, and exaggeration, 
this was that point. The documentary evi- 
dence adduced on the last night of tho con- 
troversy contained disclosures whicli gave 
him an appalling triumph. I could not hut 
be pleased to see our friend so succcssftilly 
vindicate his integrity ; but oh ! the satis- 
faction was fearfully darkened by the nature 
of the facts ! To vindicate the ministers 
and churches of America was avowed as 
one of jMr. B.'s principal objects. In no 
point did he more signally fail. The defence 
was feeble, inefficient, and fruitless. The 
facts against him were overwhelming. 

And here. Sir, let me say, there rests an 
ol)ligation, most imperative smd solemn, 
upon the Christians and Christian churches 
of our own country. The duty is, to hasten 
their remonstrances to thcii' erring brethren 
on the other side of the Atlantic ; to roiise 
them to a )u-oper sense of their sin, and of 
what tJie law of (Jod and the gospel of 
Christ alike demand of them. Mr. V>. has 
said, that if this subject is much meddled 
with, and especially if such measures arc 
persisted in as those iiithovto pursued, tlicre 
must be a breaking up of the fellowship of 
American and Ikitish Christians. Sir, I 
j)rizo that fellowship highly ; 1 prize it in- 
dividually ; I prize it collectively. l''"t if 
it is a fellowship whicinequires to be main- 
(ainod by connivance at iniquity and op- 
prf^psinn — if it is not 1o be enjoyed without 
our cntf^ring info a comijact to be silent or 
(o be iiKK.tivo on t^^'ijics r« -.'ii>ftiii;^f whicli wo 



feel it our incumbent and indispensable duty 
to " lift up our voice like a trumpet," anil 
show our brethren their sin — then I say, 
with whatever reluctance and whatever pain, 
let the fellowship cease ! I have no con- 
ception of that sweet and delightful com- 
munion, of which the terms are, silence, 
and compromise, and gentle dealing with 
crying abominations. 1 have no relish for 
a harmony which a word uttered in behalf 
of oppressed and degraded and suffering 
millions, would convert into discord, aliena- 
tion, and anarchy. I desire to have no ear 
for that music which would be turned to 
jarring and harshness, if a single chord were 
touched of sympiilh)'^ with the unpitied 
bondsman ! iJy maintaining fellowship in 
such circumstances, and on such terms, we 
do double wrong. We not only " suffer 
sin" in our brethren ; we directly encourage 
it. Let us rather, by faithful remonstrance', 
" deliver our own souls," — wash our hands 
clean. If we retain fellowship without such 
remonstrance, we contribute in tije very 
strongest way in our power to confirm evei'V 
light impression of the evil ; by renouncing 
it, we give declaration — strong, I admit, but 
not too strong — of our own impression of 
that evil; and such renunciation, dictated 
by such a princi])Ie, may be the very means 
of rousing from the lethargy v.'e are soli- 
citous to disturb, and of giving the impulse 
we are desirous to impart. 

I must have done. The resolution 1 have 
submitted to you expresses the decided 
conviction of my own mind. As to the 
sneers at our agent's not going inunediately 
to tho southern states, it would be fooli.sh to 
reply fo them ; as foolish as it would have 
been for him to liave gone. I shall say no 
more than that such an act of insanity would 
have shown that wo had been mistaken in 
our man ; for, by proving him destitute of 
common sense, it would have proved him 
undeserving of our confidence and commis- 
sion. We no more thought of chai"ging him 
to go on his arrival in America direct!): to 
the southern states, the seats of transatlantic 
slavery, than, in the case of our own colonial 
slavery, we thought of sending him with a 
commission to the planters and assembly of 
.lamaica, or to make an emancipation tour 
through the West India islands. The one 
would not have been less absurd and hope- 
less than the otlier. 

1 conclude by saying that, in consequence 
of the recent discussion, George Tliomp.son, 
instead of Jiaving sunk, has risen in my es- 
timation, both as to personal character and as 
to official ability and trustworthiness; and 
never stood higher in my regard than hi; 
does at the present moment. Tlie resolution 
will bo seconded, and von will then liave it 
Jn vom- power fo express yom- concurrence 
wit.'r this rptiiiiale, or vour di;>seiif /Vom it. 

K. 
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KESOLUTIONS OF ASSOCIATP^D BODIES ON THE SUIUECT OF 

AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

In our lust imniber we referred to tlie Congregational Union of England and 
Wales, and expressed some surprise at the non-appearance of the resolutions, 
which were understood to have been adopted at its annual meeting in May last. 
These resolutions have subsequently appeared, and we now print them, with 
others of a similar order. The congregational body has scarcely an existence 
in the southern States of America. jMr. Breckinridge indeed affirmed, in the 
course of his discussion at Glasgow, that it did not consist of more than a dozen 
churches. It can therefore be implicated but to a very limited extent in the 
direct support and practice of slavery ; but many of its leading members at 
the north are among the most strenuous opponents of abolition, and the apolo- 
gists for that unhallowed prejudice against color, by which American society is 
so deeply disgraced. Upon those persons we hope the resolutions of the Con- 
gregational Union, moderate and courteous as they are, will have a beneficial 
effect. But there is another body in America, much more numerous and influ- 
ential than the Congregationalists, with which the Independents of this coun- 
try have entered into immediate and close correspondence. We refer to the 
Presbyterians, one of the grcjit pillars of American slavery, to whom the 
Congregational Union has sent, and from whom they have received, a deputa- 
tion. In the misdeeds and crimes of this body, our brethren will be deeply 
implicated, if their intercourse be continued one moment longer than is neces- 
sary to discharge the obligations of Christian fidelity. May they be the means 
4)f vurousing them to a sense of tlieir guilt, juid of quickening them to the dis- 
charge of those duties which are enforced alike by humanity and religion ! 

We are also glad to record this montii the energetic and pungent resolutions of 
the General Baptists, passed at their Annual Meeting at Bourne, and to com- 
mend their spirit to the imitation of the churclies. May the Christians of this 
land speedily unite in a firm and holy determination to cleanse the world of the 
abominations and defilement of slavery ! 



At a Meeting of tlie General Committee 
of the Congregatioiral Union of England 
find Wales, lield at the Congregational Li- 
brary, on Tuesday, August 2, 183(3, the Rev. 
H. F. Burder, D.D., one of the Conunittee 
appointed by a resolution of the last General 
Meeting "to prepare a faitliful and affec- 
tionate remonstrance with the American 
Churches, on the continuance of Slavery in the 
United States," presented the following re- 
solutions, whicli were unanimously adopted : 

1. That the Ministers and Churches of 
the Congregational Union have much plea- 
sure in availing themselves of every oppoc- 
tunity of expressing the feelings of frater- 
nal and cordial affection, which theycherisli 
towards their beloved brethren, the ministers 
and Churches of their own order and of the 
Presbyterian denomination in tlie United 
States of America ; and that tliey greatly 
rejoice in the many indications of their en- 



lightened zeal and 'their expansive benevo- 
lence, in the difl*usioa of the gospel of Christ, 
and in the promotion of the general interests 
of humanity. 

2. Tliat they feel constrained, by the force 
of fraternal affection, and the conviction of 
imperative duty, to convey to their beloved 
brethren tlie views and sentiments whicii 
prevail among the Congregational churches 
of Britain, on the subject of Jiolding in a 
state of slavery any of their fellow-men. 
In doing this they would not forget that 
many national sins and evils may be alleged 
against their own country, that it has been 
but recently delivered from the guilt of up- 
holdingthe system of colonial slavery, and that 
therefore it is the more incumbent on them 
to take into their most candid eonsideration, 
all the peculiarities and diiiicnlties which 
may threaten to retard the accomplishment 
of the same glorious object in the United 
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States. At the same time they cannot but 
remind their American brethren, that during 
many preceding years, and some of them 
years of great discouragement, British 
Christians deemed it their sacred duty, to 
lift up imiong their countrymen the voice of 
remonstrance and of expostulation, and to 
press upon the legislature of their land tlie 
claims of the oppressed and the enslaved : 
nor do they hesitate to ascribe, in a consider- 
able degree, to the blessing of God on these 
persevering and prayerful endeavours, the 
attainment of the long-desired emancipa- 
tion. 

3. That in the deliberate and decided 
opinion of tlie churches and ministers con- 
nected with this union, no considerations of 
commercial advantage or political expe- 
diency can justify the detention in a state 
of slavery of any human beings, since God 
has made tlieiu of one blood ; has endowed 
them with the capabilities of reason and 
reflection; and has designed for them, without 
exception of color or country, all the bless- 
ings of the common salvation : tliat it is, 
therefore, most awfully culpable to Avitljhokl 
iVora any of them the rights of personal 
freedom, the advantages of Christian in- 
struction, or a full equality of participation 
in the privileges and ordinances of tiie 
church of Christ ; and that to withhold any 
of these sacred and inalienable riglits, on 
the ground of color and of descent, is to act 
in direct opposition to the spirit and require- 
ments of Christianit7, and to yield to the 
influence of a prejudice, at once unworthy 
of an enlightened nation, and altogether in- 
consistent with tlie avowed principles of a 
people distinguished among the nations of 
the earth, as the assertors and advocates of 
national freedom and independence. 

4. That, being commanded by the autho- 
rity of their Lord and JMaster, "not to 
suffer sin upon their brethren," they feel 
impelled, alike by a sense of duty and by 
the consciousness of brotherly love, most 
earnestly and aftectionately to beseecJi their 
dear brethren of the transatlantic churches, 
to unite together, by their most strenuous, 
persevering, and judicious efforts, accom- 
panied by their fervent prayers, witli a view 
to liberate their churclu's and their nation 
from the fearful responsibility and reproach 
of being, in any degree, implicated in tlie 
guilt of the slave-holding and slave-dealing 
part of the American population ; and thus 
to do what in them lies to achieve tlie entire 
abolition of slavery ; to avert the displea- 
sure of " the blessed and only Potentate," 
the rigliteous Ruler and Judge of nations, 
from whom alone coraeth true and lastins: 
prosperity ; and to brnig down more abun- 
dantly upon their country, as well as uj)on 
themselves, tliose showers of blessing whidi 



Jiave already descended upon so many of 

their favoured churches. 

John Blackburv, 

W. Stern Palmer, 

Joseph Wontner, Secretaries. 



At a Meeting of the Ilandsworth Anti- 
Slavery Society, held on Wednesday even- 
ing, August 3, 1836, in Union Chapel, 
Ilandsworth, the Rev. John Hammond in 
the chair, the following resolutions, after 
due considei'ation, were unanimously adopt- 
ed :— 

li Tliat tlss members of this Society now 
met, record their unalterable abhoiTence of 
slavery of every kind and every degree, 
tlieir sympathy with the multitude of their 
fellow-subjects in the Mauritius and West 
India Colonies, consigned to aggravated 
slavery under the delusive name of appren- 
ticeship, after they had been redeemed from 
thraldom bv a generous people for twenty 
millions sterling ; and theii' grief that any 
British statesman should enact such an ab- 
surd law as that of the slave apprenticeship, 
which renders suspicious every otlier spe- 
cious proposal of goverinueut. 

2. That while this meeting testify their 
grief for the fallen state of those American 
churches, which, polluted with the mon- 
strous sin of slave-holding, have given 
cause to fear that their religion has been 
very different from the laws of the gospel, 
they congratulate those churches Avhich are 
free from that inicpiity, and those noble- 
minded individuals wlio, amidst obloquy 
and danger, have advocated the cause of 
the doubly injured and oppressed people of 
color, and have formed so many active asso- 
ciations for tlie immediate reparation of 
their wrongs. They particularly admiri.* 
the conduct of George Thompson, and coii- 
gratulate him, wiio, at a great pecuniary 
sacrifice and much personal danger, devoted 
himself to the service of religioji and hu- 
manity, and who in the hour of peril never 
flinched from the duties he owed to Christi- 
anity and his country : tliey also congratulate 
the several Baptist Associations which have 
boldly borne testimony against the criminal 
conduct of thecruelties of their denomination 
in America, and refused to hold communion 
witli them, imtil their repentance became as 
evident as their sin has been. 

3. That this meeting express their ear- 
nest desire that the London IMissionary 
Society, and the Congregational Union for 
England and Wales, will take care not to ad- 
mit any delegate ^from any of the American 
churches in "future, but sucli as are known 
to be true and honest abolitionists. Tiiis 
meeting also express their hojws that tht; 
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Kov. Thomas Price will obtain extensive 
circulation for his monthly publicatiou on 
Slavery in America, and Slavery and tlie 
Slave Trade throughout the world. 

John Hammond, 

Chairman , 



At a very numerous and highly respect- 
able meeting, held in Dr. Ileugh's Chapel, 
Glasgow, August 1, 1836, Robert Grahame, 
Esq., of VVhitehill, in the chair, the follow- 
ing resolutions were passed : 

1. That in the deliberate judgment of 
liis meeting, the wish announced by Mr. 
George Thompson to meet publicly any 
antagonist, especially any minister of the 
gospel from the United States, on the sub- 
ject of American Slavery, or on any one 
of the branches of that subject, was dictated 
by a well-founded consciousness of tlie in- 
tegrity of his purpose, and assurance of 
the correctness of his facts ; and that the 
recent discussion in this city between him 
and the Rev. R. J. Breckinridge, of Balti- 
more, has" left, not merely unshaken, but 
fOHrfirmed and augmented, their confidence 
in the rectitude of his principles, the purity 
of his motives, the propriety of his mea- 
sures, the fidelity of his statements, and the 
straightforward honesty and undaunted in- 
trepidity of his zeal. 

2. That the Glasgow Emancipation So- 
ciety considers itself called upon to repeat 
its unmitigated reprobation of Slavery, as 
existing in the United States^ of America, 
and of tliat prejudice against color, which 
is at once a result and support of tlie slave- 
system, a system which glaringly violates a 
great principle in the American constitution, 
tieclaring liberty to be the inalienable right 
of all men ; which opposes the spirit and 
letter of the religion of holy benevolence 
so extensively professed by the American 
people ; which is productive of an incalcu- 
lable amount of crime and misery, botli 
among the two millions of slaves and those 
by whom they were held in bondage, and 
wJjicli must constantly oft'end Almightv 
God, and expose that land to the visitations 
of his displeasure : that it also repeats the 
expression of its cordial joy in the rapidity 
with which the cause of immediate abolition 
has spread and is now spreading in Ame- 
rica ; in the peaceful, intrepid, and religious 
spirit which, amidst good and bad report, 
the American abolitionists have been en- 
abled to display ; and in the near prospect 
of bloodless triumph with which Divine 
Providence already animates thek eflbrfs ; 
and finally, that it resolves anew, along 
with its many liritish allies, to remonstrate 
wi(h the American people in the spirit of 
fidelitv and love, on tlie claims of the ncsro 



population ; to cheer the abolitionists of 
America onward in their path of benevo- 
lence, until slavery shall disappear from the 
American continent, and America and 13ri- 
tain, already united by many powerful ties, 
shall consistently and indissolubly unite, 
for the abolition of slavery from tlie face of 
the earth, and tlie promotion of the happi- 
ness of the whole human family. 

3. That it is of great importance for the 
friends of freedom in different countries to 
co-operate in hastening the extinction of 
slavery throughout the world, and that in 
this conviction the meeting feel much satis- 
faction in the interchange of friendly ac- 
knowledgments that has just passed be- 
tween the emancipationists of this city and 
of Paris. 

RonETiT Graiiasie, 

Chairman. 



Resolutions adopted at the Annual Asso- 
ciation of the Evangelical General Baptists, 
held at Bourne, on June 30, 1836, and the 
three following days, and representing 115 
churches, containing 13,000 members. 

That we have long beheld with pleasure 
the apparent prosperity of the Baptist de- 
nomination in America ; have heard with 
delight the accounts of their religious re- 
vivals ; and felt a lively interest in their 
efforts to diffuse the gospel in long- 
benighted Burmah. 

That the recent disclosures which have 
been made respecting the extent to which 
American Baptists are implicated in the 
horrid sin of maintaining African slavery, 
have produced a most painful change in our 
views and feelings, and lead us to look with 
suspicion on their revivals and seeming 
prosperity ; that we abhor, as most wicked 
and unjust, tlie conduct of those who are 
themselves slave-holders ; and behold with 
unmingled disgust the temporizing and un- 
christian proceedings of those Americans 
who, though not themselves slave-holders, 
sanction the wickedness of their brethren, 
as was done by their disgraceful silence at 
the last Triennial Convention. 

That, indulging these feelings, we learn 
with much satisfaction that the American 
General Baptists are as a body abolitionists, 
and feel our union with them closer on this 
account ; that we admire the noble and truly 
Cliristian declaration and vigorous efforts of 
the American Anti-Slavery Society j that 
we express to these friends of humanity 
and religion our sympathy with them in the 
arduous struggle they have commenced ; 
and would urge them to persevere in their 
Christian exertions, till America shall no 
longer bear the dreadful stigma of being 
professedly the land of liberty, but, tlirough 
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llie wickedness of professing Christians 
principally, in reality the land of slavery. 

That these resolutions be i)rinted in the 
" Patriot,'' and he forwarded to tlie " Bap- 
tist Repository," and the " Baptist INIa- 



gaziue and that they bo transmitted, 
with a suitable letter, to the respoctive se- 
cretaries of the American Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety, of the I'Veewill Baptist Conference, 
and of the Baptist Trieamial Convention. 



SLAVE-FLOGGING PROFESSORS. 
[Fro/n Bourne's Picture of Slavery.'] 



A preacher, on the Lord's-day morning, 
frequently stripped his female slave or 
slaves, tied tliem up to che rafters of his 
house, scourged them, left them there fas- 
tened, rode to the meeting-house, and after 
preaching, returned home and repeated the 
flogging, or released them, as his humour in 
the aitenioon dictated. Although this was 
notorious to the whole surrounding countiy, 
I never heavd him censured either by a 
preacher, or by any other person, but a few 
of the gospel fanatics, who could not disco- 
ver any method to amalgamate torturing 
girls and preaching Christian love at the 
same time. 

There Avas a church member of the same 
class. Mrs. H. used to boast that she was 
<.he host hand to whip "a wench" in all 
that country. Slie !iad a })Ost in the yard to 
which she pinioned the girls, and after 
scourging them until she was tired, on tlie 



Lord's-day morning, she then would sprin- 
kle theni with the usual mixture of salt, 
vinegal-, &c., leave them fastened, exposed 
to the ^un andiiies, walk to the church, sit 
as demure tts" a popish nun, and after service 
repeat he flaying or not, -dcciirding to her 
whim. I once expostulated with her upon 
the impropriety and wickedness of this 
course. "Mrs. H., how can '.you possibly 
whip your gu'ls so publicly on the Lord's- 
day morning, and disturb your neighbours 
going to public worship V Her answer 
was a memorable specimen of slrtve-driving 
and slave-torturing Christianity. " If 1 
were to whip them on any other dav of tho 
week, I might lose their work for a day ; but 
by whipping them on Sunday, their backs 
get well enough by Monday morning !" 
Tlint woman J, if alive, is no doubt a member 
still. 



STRENGTH OF PREJUDICE. 
By Mns. Child. 



The following account is a literal matter 
of fact. Tho names of persons and places 
are concealed by tlio editor, because she 
wishes to excite no angry feelings in at- 
tempting to show how many discourage- 
ments are thrown in the way of colored 
people who really desire to be respectable. 
The letters are copied from the originals, 
witls merely a few alterations in tlie jOrtho- 
graphy of the last. 

Mr. James E was a respectable co- 
lored man, residing at Massachusetts, in a 
certain town not fiir from Boston, He had 
J)een early impressed with the importance 
of religious subjects, and at twenty-six 
years of age made a public profession of his 
faith. He had a large family ; and when 
tliejr were all old enough to attend church, 
it was found difficult to accommodate them 
on the seats tlieir parents had usually occu- 
pied. IMr. E was desirous of pur- 
chasing a pew which stood as it were by 
itself, being surrounded by the aisle and the 
stair-case. Some difficulty occurred because 
a widow had a right to one third ; but this 
was finally arranged to the satisfoction of all 
parties. Mr, E,'s eldest son paid the pur- 
chase money, and received a deed of ^the 
pew. As soon as this became known, a 



member of the church called upon Mr. E. 
and exhorted him not to injure the sale of 
the pew by occupying it. Mr. E. answered 
that it had been bought for the accommoda- 
tion of his family, and they had no wish to 
sell it. The church brother answered, " Let 
him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest 
he fall." 

Private meetings were immediately held, 
which resulted in summoning Mr. E. to ap- 
pear before the church, to give an account 
of his proceedings. Here he was accused 
of a wilful and flagrant outrage upon the 
church, and upon the society. In reply, he 
called their attention to the covenant by 
which each church member was bound to 
share the burdens of the church, and 'pro- 
mised full .enjoyment of all ^its privileges. 
He thought this gave any member a right to 
own a pew, provided he could honestly pay 
for one. As a citizen of a free country, [he 
conceived that he had a right to purchase a 
pew; nor could he find anything in the 
whole tenor of the Bible opposed to it. 

When requested to declare the jirice .his 
son had paid for the pew, he declined an- 
swering. A committee was appointed, and 
the meeting adjourned. 

This committee called on Mr. K. to 
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*' labour with him," as tliey termea it. The 
Elder attempted to justify their proceedings, 
by talking of a gradation in creation, from 
the highest seraph to the meanest insect. 
To support this doctrine, he quoted from 
the fifteenth chapter of the first Epistle to 
the Corinthians : "All flesh is not the same 
flesh ; but there is one kind of flesh of men, 
another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, 
and another of birds. There are also celes- 
tial bodies, and bodies terrestrial j but the 
glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of 
the terrestrial is another. There is one glory of 
the sun, and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars; for one star 
diflTereth from another star in glory." 

The Elder said this dilFerence of flesh 
was visible among people of difl'erent fea- 
tures and complexions. In answer to tlieso 
remarks, Mr. E. reminded him that, in the 
verses he had quoted, the apostle expressly 
Bays, " There is one kind of flesh of men 
the difference alluded to was between the 
flesh of men and the flesh of beasts. He 
added that God had distinctly declared, 
" He made of one blood all nations of men 
to dwell on the face of the eailh." 

The committee easily perceived that the 
Elder's scriptural arguments were feeble. 
They said a good deal about the advantages 
of peace and harmony in the church, and 
earnestly desired that the pew might be 
given up. One gentleman declared that it 
was his opinion tJiat Mr. E. had as good a 
right to own a pew as any other individual 
in the community , but if he would of his 
own free will relinquish tl)e possession of it, 
for the sake of peace, it would be a very ac- 
ceptable service. If all had spoken with 
equal mildness and candor, the attair would 
probably have been easily settled ; but bitter 
and contemptuous word.s are not the best 
means of persuading a man to relinquish 
his own rights, for the convenience or 
pleasure of others. 

The Elder declared that he had exerted 
his utmost influence to restore order and 
tranquillity. When asked if he had tried to 
induce the son to give up his claims to the 
pew he had purchased, he answered, " No ; 
if I cannot persuade professors of religion 
to do right, I cannot expect to gain anything 
with world's people ; and I will do nothing 
about it." 

Another meeting was soon after held; 
Mr. E. and his son attended, and, for ths 
first time, took their seats in the pew. The 
same arguments were made use of, concern- 
ing a gradation in creation froni things su- 
perior to things most inferior ; and tliese ar- 
guments were met by similar replies. The 
question was put to vote whether Mr. E. 
sliould be allowed to sit in the pew ; and 
it was unanimously decided that the church 
wore unwilling to allow him fliat privilege. 



A larger committee was appointed, and the 
meeting adjourned. 

On the next Sabbath, Mr. E. and his son 
took their seats in the pew. In the after- 
noon, the Elder took his text from the 
eleventh chapter of Ecclesiastes : " Rejoice, 
O young man, in thy youth, and let thy 
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in 
the sight of thine eyes : but know thou that 
for all these things God will bring thee into 
judgment." During his discourse, tlie 
speaker was very much ex<?ited. 

The next Sunday the pew was found 
covered with tar, and a part of the seats 
torn down. 

On tlie third Sunday, a cord was observed 
suspended from the gallery ; on examination 
it was found that a jug of filtliy water was 
tied to it, and so arranged as to empty itself 
upon whoever touched the line in entering 
the pew. The remainderof the seats and the 
walls were soon after torn down, and thrown 
into an adjoining pasture. A temporary seat 
answered the purposes of the family for a 
while ; but in a short time this was demo- 
lished, and the platform itself torn up, " 
leaving a hole about two feet square. 

The son of Mr. E. related thcise facts to 
the Editor, and added very drily : f When 
the cold weather camo on, this proved a se- 
rious inconvenienceto thcAvhole congregation; 
but they bore it for some time witli Chris- 
tian fortitude." Another church meeting ' 
was called, and an attempt made to prove 
that Mr, E. had been guilty of dissimula- 
tion in his manner of (ibtaining the pew. It 
was.stsited that he had induced the widow 
to sell her share, by telling her lie had 
already given Jier son-in-law security for tho 
price, and that the deed was made out. In 
reply, Mr. E, urged that he had told the 
widow the bargain was all completed, and 
waited only for her consent ; and when she 
asked if he had paid for it, ho answered he 
had given his word for the money, which 
was as good security as his bond. He wish- 
ed to prove this statement by witness, but 
the church declined to admit his evidence. 
A lawyer, who was present, said if any man 
passed his word before witnesses, it was 
good for one year ; and therefore, he con- 
ceived that Mr. E. had made himself re- 
sponsible for ihe payment of the pew, to all 
intents and purposes. The majoritv were, 
however, decidedly in favor of withdraw- 
ing the right hand' of fellowship from their 
colored brother, on the ground that he had 
practised deceit in saying he had given se- 
curity for the purchase. He was accordinglv 
excommunicated. The Church denied any 
co-operation in the destruction of the pew. 
Mr. E. told tliem ho knew nothing about 
that, but he thought they had in their pro- 
ceedings manifested a similar spiriL Siur(> 
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they were uuwillmg to listen to the evidence 
ho could bring, lie asked to have the ques- 
tion of" dissimulation fairly tried before im- 
partial referees. But the Elder said that 
was unnecessary ; and he closed by remind- 
ing the culprit that he would have avoided 
the punishment, if ho had but followed his 
direction in tlie beginning'. Yet had he 
done as was required of him, the charge of 
deceit in the purchase of the pew must 
have had precisely the same dfigree of truth 
it had under other circums,tances, 

J\Ir. E. laid the case before ex-parte coun- 
sel, \vas acquitted ot the charge brought 
against Inm, and rec^ved^a recomjcrendation 
to other churches. The family, no longer at- 
tended at the meeting-house where their 
pi'operty l>ad been so wantonly destroyed. 
After some time, Mrs> E. received the fol- 
lowujg-'^letter :.. . 

o Ivirs. S E . : 

" The church, of which you have been a 
ntembor, /idve to regret that they are com- 
pelled to say to you, that in their opinion, 
your^easons for being so longjtime absent 
txoid the communion are not sufficient to 
justify you ; and according to our covenant 
obligations, we must withdraw from you the 
hand of fellowship, and consider you no 
linger as a member of the church. We 
hope you will consider the solemn covenant 
obligations you once took upon yourself, and 
return to your heavenly Father, and to the 
church, who would gladly again restore you 
to your former privilege in the churcli. 

" By order and in behalf of Jthe 

church in S . 

J T , Cierk." 

Mrs. E. replied as follows : 

" To the church in S : 

"I received your committee with marked 
respect, and agreeable to request, gave my 
mind on the subject of my former connexion 
with you. After you had bound yourself by 
a covenant obligation, in the presence of 
God, angels, and men, that wo should mu- 
tually enjoy all the privileges of the church, 
you brought a groundless allegation against 
my Inisband, of dissimulation in attempting 

to purchase a pew. Elder , who was 

at that time our minister, under the influ- 
ence of a blind, infatuated zeal, used alibis 
influence again.-it the right cause. Instead 
of being as " wise as a serpent, and harm- 
less as a dove," he was as venomous as a ser- 
pent, to the everlasting shame and disgrace 
of his profession. He, with a few others, 
urged my husband to give up the pew my 
son had bought, upon the plea that it was 



not custOfimry for doiored people to have a 
pew on the floor lif the meeting-house. They 
said the diftlwiity would all be settled if he - 
would give it up ; and finding they could 
not obtain this, they called a church-meet- 
ing, and set him aside. 

" I have ev«r been , dissatisfied with the 
treatment my husband received. It seem- 
ed to me unreasonjXble, unchristian, dis- 
honest, and hypocritical — contrary to eviery 
principle of justice and humanit}', and to 
our Saviour's golden ?ule, 'Do ye unto 
others whatsoever ye' would they should do 
unto you.' I ask, what man among you 
would like to be turned out of the church, 
merely because his son bought a pew ? Who 
cannot see that the real difficulty was on ac- 
count of a black man's owning a pew, and 
that the charge of dissimulation was forged 
out? 

"As it respects features'and shades of com- 
plexion, God has said, that' He made of one 
blood all nations of men, to dwell on all the 
face of the earth.' He declares that ' He 
is no respecter of persons 5 but in every 
nation he that feareth God, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted of him.' WJiat 
right, then, has one part of creation to 
usurp dominion over the other part, merely 
because they are a little whiter ? (and not 
much neither.) The Bill of Ilights declares 
that all men are born equal, and endowed 
with certain inalienable rights, among which 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness. Nothing is said concerning color, 
whether it bo white, red, black, or yellow. 

" If a citizen buy a pew in a house dedi- 
cated to God, what right have Christians 
and sinners, with the Elder at their head, to 
join together in lording it over God's heri- 
tage, and declare by vote that they are not 
willing people should enjoy their property, 
in this land of gospel light and liberty? 
Does this seem like " sitting together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus V Is this 
letting love be without dissimulation ? Be 
assured, the only way to be accepted with 
God is to keep his commandments j and he 
requires us to love him supremely, and out 
neighbour as ourselves. 

" By the grace of God, I ani determined 
to walk worthy of the vocation w hereunto I 
have been called. I am far advanced in 
life, and the time of ray departure is at 
hand. It is a consolation to rae that I have 
no personal aniraositv' against your church. 
I ever cherish a spirit of forgivenrss; but 
I cannot remain in fellowship with any 
church or people, who make a distinction on 
account of complexion." 
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LO'n 

Tho Amevican newspapers are full of 
advertisements which outrage humanity 
and set common decency at defiance. The 
following speaks for itself. The j;rice lixed 
upon the girl Matilda sufficiently bespeaks 
the purpose- of her owner. When will 
Christi^ix men and Christian ministers cease 
coujyienauce a system which, based on 
/'villany/ pampers all the vilest passions of 
the human heart"? 

The United States Gazette has the fol- 



rKRY. 

lowiiiig : — " There is a lottery in Tennessee 
which has some of the most curious, if not 
tlie most brilliant prizes, that we ever saw 
crowded into a scheme. For example : One 
brick house, and one steam-boat ; negho 
GIRT- Hebecca ! and several mares ; bay 
colt bv Pacific, and yet.low giul Ma- 
TILDA ! ! The bay colt is valued at two 
hundred, and the vellow cirl at f.i.i-.vkn 

HUNDRED dollars! 



SLAVE ADVE 

The Chm-lestown Courier of Feb. 12, 
1835, contains advertisements of fourteen 
hundred and oighty-six slaves for sale. The 
following is one of the lots, so advertised, 
to which wc invite the attention of the In- 
dependents of this country. 

Field Negroes. 

By Thomas N. Gadsdex. 
On Tuesday, the 17tli inst., will be sold 
at the north of the Exchange, at 11 o'clock, 

A prime Gang of Ten Negroes, 

Accustomed to the culture of Cotton and 



IITISEMENTS. 

Provisions, belonging to the Independent 
church, in Christ Churcli parisli. [Church 
property .'] 

Conditions — One-third cash, balance in 
one and two years, secured by bond bearing 
interest from date, and a mortgage of th« 
property, (!) and personal security. 

N. B. The above negroes may bo treateil 
for at private sale, on application to John 
WJiite, or to Thomas "Hamlin, in the i)arislj. 
— Feb. 6. 



REMEMBER THE SLAVE. 
Bv Mbs. Child. 

Mother I when around your child 

You clasp your arms in love, 
And when with grateful joy you raise 

Your eyes to God above j — 

TJiink of the nogro mother, when 

Her child is torn away, 
Sold for a little slave,— oli, then 

For the poor mother pray I 



Father ! wliene'er your hapjiy boys 

You look upon with pride. 
And pray to see them, wlien you're nhi 

All blooming by your side \ — 

Think of that father's withered heart, 

The father of :,i slave. 
Who asks a pitying Cod to 

His little son ;i !/ravc. 



give 



Brothers and sisters ! who witJi joy 

IVIeet round the social hearth, 
And talk of home and happy days, 
And laugh in careless miiih 

Ftemember, too, the poor young slave 

Who never felt your joy ; 
Who, early old, has never known' 
The bliss to be a bov. 

Ye Christians ! ministers of him 
Who came to make men free, 

When at the Almiglity Maker's throne 
You bend the suppliant knee ; — 

From the deep fountains of your soiil 
Then let your prayers ascend 

For the poor slave, who hardly knows 
That God is still liis AiejuK 



Let all w]>o know that God is ji 
Thiit .lesus ciiTiie to save, 

I'nitf! in the most holv cuiisc, 
Oi' the foviDkrn slnVe. 



St, 




No. IV.~OcTOBEii, 1836. 



^raAT CAN BRITISH CHETSTIANS DO TOWARDS THE 
EXTINCTION OF AMERICAN SLAVERY? 

This is a question asked almost every day, from a vast variety of cha- 
racters, and from an equal variety of motives. It is asked by the indolent, 
as an apology for his indifference. It is asked by the selfish, because it has 
no direct bearing upon his interest. It is asked by the timid, who shakes 
at the very idea of national con^njlsion. It is asked by the quiescent lovers 
of things as they m'e, because all changes are attended with noise and strife; 
and they are such lovers of peace that they must have it at any price. Not 
o' .11 these classes but will decry slavery as a detestable condition of 
soc ^y, "will clothe its abominations in fearful and appalling language, will 
lament over it with unaffected sorrow, and pray for its removal with all ajj- 
parent sincerity. But then they say, ' We have no direct interest in the 
matter. The Americans are not amenable to us, nor are Ave responsible for 
them. It is a national sin ; and its removal must be effected by efforts of 
tlieir own.' They are too jcjilous of British interference to submit to any 
measures which we may suggest ; and it is in vain to suggest what we have 
no power to carry into effect! This, wc are persuaded, is a feeling which 
pervades a large class of Christians in. this country, who thus quiet their 
consciences, and rock themselves into a repose as disreputable to their Chris- 
tian profession as it is unkind to their suffering fellow-creatures. 

It is surely not for a Briton, much less for a British Christian, in this 
advanced age of the world, to ask, "Who is my neighbour?" and because the 
waters of an ocean separate, and the objects of sin and wretchedness have 
none of the claims of locality, or civil or national affinity, to suppose that 
therefore wc may be allowed to pass by on the other side. The w^orld is the 
Christian's field : the religion he professes is essentially diffusiA^c and ng - 
gressivc ; and furnishes both the reason and the motive for every mode of 
interference, whenever it can reform the errors or mitigate the wretchedness 
of any portion of tlie human family. But besides this general reason, the 
inhabitants of tlie Avcstcrn continent sustain a relation to^vards us from 
Avliich especial obligations arise. They arc our omi brethren — in a gi-eat 
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degree the children of our own ancestors — speaking the same language — 
professors of tlio same religion— looking to the same oracles as the rule of 
faith and practice ; and, in estimating the cxu.nt of our various denomina- 
tions throughout the Avorld, are reckoned as a part of ourselves. And is it 
nothing to us that a great number of our own churches, and whole asso- 
ciations of chiu-ches, arc guilty of that essence of ahominations, the crime 
oF holding their fellow-creatures in hopeless bondage — of demanding from 
them unrequited labour — of forcibly excluding them from all access to edu- 
cation and knowledge — of dissolving at pleasure the dearest social ties — and 
of expatriating them where human life is speedily worn away by excessive 
toil and hardship? Is this the condition of any part of the world, and es- 
pecially is it practised by any calling themselves Christians ; and shall a 
British Christian have nothing to do -with such a state of things? Shall 
two and a half millions of our hapless fellow-creatures, thousands of whorn 
are members of om- churches, and whom we expect to meet in a better 
world, extend to us their imploring cries and prayers by every breeze that 
comes across the Atlantic ; and shall we curtain ourselves round in indif- 
ference, because the objects of misery are for away, and are the subjects of 
another government in another continent of the earth ? 

But the question returns, " What can 7ve do in this distant land to compel 
the oppressor to release his prey, or to mitigate the woes of the oppressed?" 
We are not called upon to compel him to do any thing ; nor arc we alloAvcd 
to attempt it, even if we had the power : but, thougli we cannot compel, is 
there nothing that we can do to induce liim voluntarily to abandon a prac- 
tice as injurious to the oppressor as it is cruel to the oppressed ? If we can 
do nothing else, surely 

TVe can pray for him : and is this nothing ? Tlie God to whom we ad- 
dress ourselves in this land of freedom is the God of the slave-holder as 
well as the slave ; and in his hand are the hearts of all men. Though ^ve 
cannot send an army of soldiers to rescue the captive, we can send a host 
of prayers to heaven on his behalf : though our arguments and remon- 
strances may fall heedless on the interested and callous car of the tyrant, 
yet is that ear and that heart supple as the potter's clay in the hand of Ilim 
to whom our prayer is addressed. The devoted band of philanthropists in 
the western world, who are compassing by every means the welfare of the 
slave, make the cause they have espoused an object of zealous and uninter- 
mitted prayer. Their Committee meetings arc invariably begun and closed 
by prayer : the last Jlonday evening in every month is specially devoted to 
this purpose, and that with as much regularity and interest as the first in 
the month is assigned to ]\Iissionary objects. And who can calculate the 
power of a nation's prayer — the prayer of faith, of confidence, of hope? 

Perhaps it may be too much to expect that churches in general in this 
country should set apart a specific evening in each month for this single ob- 
ject, but surely it ought to be specially remembered at our iMissionary 
prayer-meetings. Let the church member or the minister who conducts 
these services carry himself in imagination to the countries %vhere slavery 
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spreads its pestilential breath — let liim realize its denionizing influence over 
the master, as well as its degradation and cruelty towards the slave, and 
surely a scene more adapted to call forth his ardent supplication could not 
well be pictured before him. When Ave remember, particuhuly in the 
southern states, how deeply inwrought this horrid system is into the feelings 
and habits of the people — how it lias grown witli their growth, and strength- 
ened with their strength — how it is fortified by their laws, and supported by 
their prejudices and interests, it is too much to expect that human legisla- 
tors, acting under the impulse of interest, and swayed by motives of political 
expediency, should ever be induced to compass its downfall. It is fairly 
handed over to the omnipotent energy of the church; and, even in its hand, 
would utterly fail of success, were there not a mightier power — ii power 
which can with perfect ease subdue the heart of an oppressor, or a nation 
of oppressors — were not this power at the call of the church, and engaged 
to succeed its benevolent designs. If we have any faith in the efficacy of 
prayer; if there be any truth in the'scriptv.al assurance that "the fervent 
prayer of the righteous availeth much if the exciting a spirit of prayer is 
ordinately the first step in the arrangements of providence for seeming an 
object of desire, then let every Christian in this land band himself with his 
felloAV-workers on the other side of the Atlantic, and cease not day nor 
night, until the Lord shall hear the cry of the oppressed, and " shall send 
them a Saviour, and deliver them." 

Again : if avo look at what may be considered the indirect influence of 
prayer — its natural efiiict upon the minds of those for whom it is presented 
— we have another motive for the earnest and persevering discharge of this 
duty. It is scarcely possible to conceive of a people so bereft of sensi- 
bility, so incased and hardened in transgression, that were they to see a 
whole nation presenting petitions to the throne of grace on their behalf, im- 
ploring that their eves mav be onened to the wrono- of their doinffs, without 
occasionally at least looking within and asking themselves, ' Is it all right ? 
Is there no cause for this? Is there nothing fearful in beholding a whole 
Christian people invoking Omnipotence against my practices and purpose of 
life? Should I not at least examine the matter more carefully than I 
have done, and sec whether interest rnay not have blinded ray judgment, 
or prejudice perverted my understanding?' Could we, in the first in- 
stance, only secm*e this disposition to self-inquiry, this comparison of 
practice with the testimony of God in his word, this scrutiny at the bar 
of conscience before appearing at a more solemn and awful tribunal, a 
great point would be gained, a breach would be made in the citadel of 
darkness and prejudice from which the most favourable results might be 
anticipated. If it be true that Christians are never so near to each 
other in sentiment and feeling as when upon their knees, then surely 
the most jjotent way to reclaim an erring brother, to induce the ten- 
demcss favourable to conviction, and the resolve to banish what cannot 
be defended, is to prostrate with him, or in his behalf, at the footstool 
of that God of mercy and of power Avho can change the heart of the 
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oppressor, and" dc4iver tlie poor and needy, and ridthem'out of the hand of the 
wicked." Lot, then, every Christian in his closet, in his family, in the social 
circle, in the church, make this a distinct iteni in his addresses to the throne 
of grace ; let our ministers apportion a paii of every prayer to the same oh- 
ject ; and then Ave may loci assured, that in so riglitcous and godlike a 
cause, -what wc are so constant and importunate in imploring Avill not 
very long be delayed. 

There are several other methods in Avhich British Christians may effec- 
tively aid the efforts that are making for the good of om* fellow-creatures 
still held in unrighteous bondage, which will be pointed out in a future 
number of this work. 



BRIEF NOTICES OF THE PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE OF 
ABOLITION IN THE UNITED STATES.— No. IV. 

TiiE discovery of the western worlds and its colonization by the nations of 
Europe, have been accompanied by numberless horrors, from tlie contemplation 
of which the bencvolcJit mind turns away disgusted and appalled. The Indian 
nations, once the sole masters of the vast continents of America, have melted 
awiiy before the presence of the white man, who, after having destroyed them 
by millions, has seized their ancient heritage, and, by acts as cruel as they were 
treacherous, has made it his own. Not content, however, with having subju- 
gated or destroyed the original proprietors of the soil, he has torn millions of 
the human family fro'm Africa to be his slaves. It may be trulj' said that the 
white man's empire in the new world has been founded and sustained by 
robbery and blood. The remnants of the Indian and negro races in the United 
States of America are comparatively small. The former have been doomed to 
extermination, or have been driven into the far wilderness. The latter are held, 
with few exceptions, in inexorable bondage. The great mass of slaves, how- 
ever, are of a mixed race, native-born Americans, having the blood of their 
oppressors flowing in their veins. By the laws of the slave-states slavery is 
declared to be hereditary and perpetual — the labor of tlie slave is compulsory 
and imcorapensatcd — the slave, being considered a personal chattel, may, be 
sold, or i^ledgcd, or leased, at the will of his master — ^lie can make no contract, 
and has no legal right to any property, real or personal — he cannot be a 
M'itness against any white man in any court of justice, however atrocious his 
crimes — he may be punished at his master's discretion, for any offence or for no 
offence — he is not allowed to resist any free man under any circumstances — he 
is not permitted to redeem himself, or to change masters — he is entirely unpro- 
tected in his domestic relations — the laws greatly obstruct his m.anumission — 
and tend to deprive him altogether of religious instruction and consolation. 
The whole power of the laws is, in fiict, exerted to keep him in a state of the 
lowest ignorance and debasement. These are the characteristics of American 
.slavery; and out of this monstrous state of things has arisen the most intole- 
rable system of oppression that ever disgraced and afflicted mankind. But are 
there no responsibilities connected with the origin and perpetuation of this 
enormous evil? jVIore than 300 years have passed since the first cargo of 
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Africans was landed in America. The oppression of centuries lins^ therefore, 
to be answered for. The blood of millions, slain in the wars which slavery has 
fomented, which have been destroyed in their transit across burning deserts, 
which have perished during the middle passage, which have died under the 
lash of the driver, or which have been prematurely swept from existence by 
murderous labors and by dreadful privations, crieth for retribution. The 
originators of the crime have gone to their account. The pcrpctuators of the 
crime are still in existence, and upon them a fearful amoiuit of responsibility 
has been accumulated, and is constantly increasing. But are there none impli- 
cated in the continuance of the crime besides those already specified.^ Yes ^ 
those arc partakers of other men's sins who justify them, who find excuses for 
them, who palliate them, who connive at them. They who take sides with the 
oppressor voluntarily 5?hare his responsibility. Nay, more ; they who refuse to 
plead the cause of the opjircssed, to assert his right, and to use every legitimate 
means for his deliverance, incur much cuilt. In all that constitutes the smn of 
human happiness men have a communit}'- of interests and obligations. No man 
can, therefore, be indifferent to the welfiire of his fellow-man without contra- 
vening the great law of his nature, and bringing upon himself, if not immediately, 
j-et ultimately, the most serious evils. *^Am I my brother's keeper?" was the 
language of the first murderer; and it is not too much to say that those who 
can hear of the outrage which slavery commits on the dearest rights and holiest 
feelings of human nature without sympathy for ihe sufFercrs, and, where it can 
be done, without remonstrance at least with their oppressors, fails in his duty. 
But if as members of the human family men are bound to this course of action, 
much more so as Christians. Slavery is one of the greatest obstructions to tlic 
general diffusion of the gospel. In the British colonics, and in the United States 
of America, it has been found that slaver\' and Christianity cannot co-exist. If 
there were no other reason, therefore, than this, why they should seek its over- 
throw, it would be sufficient. But there are other and cogent reasons, arising 
out of the condition of the slave, and the impossibility of his relieving himself 
from the iron grasp of power. To "remember them that are in bonds as bound 
with them/' is a sacred duty ; and the appeal of the Christian philanthropists 
of America to their brethren in this country, is grounded upon it. Tliat appeal 
will be heard and answered. 

The American Anti-Slavery Society held its third anniversary in the city of 
New York, on the 10th of May last. Its admirable report contains a summary 
of the events which have transpired during the third year of its existences- 
some of them the most painful, and others of the most gratifj'ing nature. Of 
the former class the violation of the mail, and the destruction of the abolition 
newspapers and pamphlets at Charleston, South Carolina — the application of 
Lynch Law in several of the slave states — the destruction of the school for 
coloured persons at Canaan — the mobs at Boston and Utica — the attempts of 
Congress to muzzle the press, and to prevent free discussion—- and especially 
the attempt to fetter the right of petition, in reference to slaver}' in the district 
of Colombia. Of the latter class, the rapid growth of Anti-Slaver}^ Societies 
and the astonisliing success which have attended the well-directed and energetic 
measures of the parent institution. The number of societies known to exist, 
at the time of its anniversary, was 523, being an increase in the course of the year ' 
of 328 ! The amount of increase in its funds was 15,311 dollars; and the pledge 
given at its previous anniversary, to raise 30,000 dollars for its current expen- 
diture diu'ing the year, was nobly redeemed. With these funds the committee 
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have been enabled to keeja in Uiu fiuld a ninubci- of agents, and to publish and 
extensively diffuse a variety of anti-slavcr}- periodicals, pamphlets, and larger 
works, viz. : — 

PUBLICATIONS. 
C Human Rights, about 20,000 per month. Total '240,000 



Published ) Anti-Slavery llecord, 25,000 „ „ 385,000 

jMontlily } Emancipator, 15,000 „ „ 210,000 

(. Slave 3 Friend, 15,000^ „ „ 205,000 

Quarterly Anti-Slavery jNIngazine 5,500 



r Life of Granville Sharpe - 2,000 

Bound ) Anti-Slavery llecord, vol. 1. - 1,000 
\'olume3 Mrs. Child's Appeal - 1,000 

C Slave's Friend, vol. 1. - 1,000 

5,000 

Occasional Pamplilets .... 8,500 

Circulars, Prints, 6tc. - . . . 3G,800 

Total number of impressions 1,095,800 

This amount is exclusive of publications of other societies and individuals, 
M'hich have been purchased and disseminated by this society. It will be seen, 
by a comparison with the last report, that the issues of publication this year 
have been nine times as great as those of last year, at only about five times the 
expense. 

In the course of the year the following gentlemen were employed for longer 
or shorter periods, as agents or lecturers : Messrs. A. A. Phelps, Thomas Himt- 
ington, George Storrs, Theodore D. Weld, Henry 13. Stanton, Samuel L. Gould, 
Augustus Vvattles, James A. Thome, Kuiitington Lyman, J, Yv". Alvord, Wiii. 
T. Allan, Sereno W. Streetcr, and Charles C. Burleigh. Mr. Weld has been 
chiefly supported by the N. Y. City Young Men's Anti-Slavery Society. Wm. 
Goodeli iias also been employed for a part of his time in lecturing and writing 
for the periodicals. They have truly " cried aloud and spared not," and their 
success amidst reproaches, mobs, and hostile missiles of all descriptions, has in- 
spired the Society with the strongest desire to increase their number. 

These gigantic efforts arc to be increased. Previously to the Society breaking 
up its deliberations, its representatives voted ^50,000 dollars to the sacred cause 
in which it is engaged during the present yeia-. This sum was subsequently 
raised to 100,000/lollars, and it is resolved, if possible, to have fifty agents in 
the field! 

Let iMaramon hold while Mammon can, 
The bones and blood of livintr man : 
Let tyrants scorn -vvliile t3-rants dare, 
Tlie shrieks and writhings of (, >spair : 
Tlie end will come, it will not wait ] 
lionds, yokes, and scourges have their dafe. 
Slavery itself nmst pass away, 
And be a tale of yesterday. 



EAST INDIA SLAVERY. 

Silt, 

I REG your attention to the subject of Slavery in India; because, hitherto, it 
has escaped the notice of the British public. India and Europe arc widely 
separated from each other by" natural causes, and they Iiave been still more 
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widely separated by tlie commission of a great political crime or blunder — the 
monopoly of intercourse. In tlie year 1702, British manufocturers succeeded in 
obtaining permission to send their wares to India on board the ships of the East 
India Company ; and in the year 1813, British merchants were licensed to trade 
with India; then the voice of the na^i -n obtained licenses for missionaries to 
proceed to India. At length, in 1833, British India was opened to British-born 
subjects: since then they may travel about India without passports, and they 
may hold land for a term of years ; but then they have lost the more valuable 
civil right of trial b}^ jury, and they still continue subject to be deported at the 
will of the Governor. 

The United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, 
fortified their factories in India, and seized npon territories which now compose 
an extensive empire. Unqucstiouably this empire has been acquired by force 
and by fraud. The immediate government of India is continued in the hands 
of tlie proprietors of India stock ; that is, it is committed to such ladies and 
gentlemen as choose to send down to the Stock Exchange, and buy a bit of India 
stock. Four and twenty of these proprietor.<? of £2,000 of India stock govern 
India. Thus, the government is based npon a mercenary principle, and it is 
conducted as quietly as possible. 

As far as I am aware, the first public notice of the subject of slavery in India 
was in the year 1828, when Mr. Buxton caused the House of Commons to pub- 
lish a folio volume of about nine hundred pages, under the title of "Slavery in 
India." This big book treats the subject much in the same manner as the 
planter magistrates and senators of Jamaica miglit be expected to report on 
negro slavery, if the House of Gommous Cfuled on them to exhibit its nature. 
The late Mr. Pringle told me that he had waded through the book, but could 
not make out anj-thing from it ; also, that he had advised the Rev. Mr. Pcggs to 
form an abstract of it ; and that even that publication does not exhibit the 
actual state of slavery in India, so as to attract the attention of the public to it. 
Mr. Pringle repeatedly objected to bring forward the subject of slaver}'- in India, 
on the ground that it would interfere with the abolition of negro slavery in the 
West Indies. The Rev. Mr. Ivimey readily permitted the subject to' be 
brought forward at Eagle-street ; but immediately afterwards Mr. Thorowgood 
stepped forward and denounced the speaker as an enemy to the cause of aboli- 
tion. For my own part, I still continue to regret that the Anti-Slavery Society 
did not face the whole evil of slavery througliout the British dominions, and 
abolish it at one blow. 

Towards the close of the session of 1832, the select committee appointed to 
inquire into the affairs of the East India Company, examined Sir Alexander 
Johnstone ; and, in the course of hi? examination, the subject of slavery in 
India, and the volume printed in 1828, were brought to the notice of Mr.^Grant, 
who followed up the inquiry by addressing a circular letter from the Board of 
Control, inclosing queries to several ofiiccrs whom it was expected would be 
able to give information on the subject. The House of Commons has twice 
printed the documents elicited in answer to this inquiry, namely, in the year 
1832, and again in the year 1C34. 

The most interesting documents in the volume of 1828 are those of Mr. Babcr, 
who in the session of 1830 gave evidence before a committee of the House of 
Lords concerning the decrraded condition of the slaves in Canara and Malabar. 
Mr. Baber also replied most fully to the queries of tlie Board of Control ; how- 
ever, his paper is an elaborate disquisition abounding with technicalities, and 
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thcrofore not calculated to give a popular viow of the subject. Mr. Buber in- 
curred the expense of printing it, and circulated it gratuitous!}'. He is now in 
India, the senior member of the Company's civil establishment at Bombay, 
but not a member of their council at that presidency; had he cared less for the 
slaves of India than he has done throughout life, it is most probable that he 
^vould have had a seat in council long since. He always has been the unflinch- 
ing advocate of the slave in India ; and what is more, he has been tiieir only 
friend and champion ; had it not been for him, even the government in India 
would scarcely have known the horrible extent and the atrocious nature of 
slavery in India ; he alone has set his face against the crime, and steadily 
denounced it in the reluctant ear of a mercer.ary and despotic government. 

Next to Mr. Baber, Mr. A. D. Campbell, of the Madras civil service, deserves 
mention as having done his duty In exposing the foul blot of slavery in India. 
His labo\irs have not involved him with the government, but he has steadily 
sought to exhibit the actual state of slavery in India to his superiors, both in 
India and in England. 

The result of Mr. Grant's inquiry into the subject of slavery in India was so 
decisive, that in the Bill which he introduced into the House of Commons, in 
1833, one clause provided that slavery should cease throughout India on a fixed 
day,,— -I think in April, 1034. The House of Commons modified this clause, 
but the House of Lords did worse than expunge it, for they bound the govern- 
ment in India from legislating on the subject without the previous sanction of 
the Court of Directors of the East India Company, that is, the non-resident 
proprietors of the slaves of India. 

After due inquiry, his Majesty's Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India, introduced a Bill for the immediate abolition of shivery in India ; but the 
East India Company opposed them, and rivetted the fetters of their slaves by 
Act of Parliament. However, his Majesty's Ministers for India affairs did not 
resign, but on the contrar}', they applied to the Company for immense rewards. 
The elder Mr. Grant was a candidate for the Governor Generalship; Sir Robert 
Grant obtained the Government of Bombay; and their Secretary proceeded to 
India', where, he now enjoys a salary of £10,000 per annum. Surely slavery in 
India is not to be left in the hands of ministers who thus seem to blow hot or 
cold just as suits them. 

Wiien Napoleon I. returned from Elba, and alighted at the Thuilleries, 
he proclaimed himself an abolitionist. Much in this spirit, when Lord Ellen- 
borough returned to preside over the India Board, during the first hundred days 
in the year 1835, he took up the popular subject of slavery in India; and 1 
have no doubt that for the sake of holding office he would have conceded some 
measure of emancipation to the slaves of India ; however, he soon gave place 
to Sir John Hobhouse, whose recent reply to Mr. Buxton on the subject of 
slavery in India, will rouse the nation to the subject, if any human voice can 
possibl}' rouse the nation to any sense of feeling for the wrongs which Brit^iin 
still continues to inflict upon the .people of India ; especially, seeing that Mr. 
Robert Gordon, member for Crichlade, and a secretary of the India Board, is 
himself a West India proprietor ; whilst Sir Charles Cockerill, a connnissioner 
for the affairs of India, is perhaps little, if any, better. In fact, the slaves in 
India have nothing -whatever to hope from the public in India, for each indivi- 
dual there is subject to instant transportation ; and they have nothing to hope 
from the tender mercies of the governing authorities of India, either in India or 
in England; Iheir only hope of amelioration and of emancipation rests upon 



Emt India Slavery. 



81 



the justice of the God of nations, who, having inspired the people of Britain 
with pity for the poor enslaved children of Africa, will, I trust, extend the same 
holy influence in behalf of the slaves of India. 

In the West Indies, the line which separated the slave from the free was well 
defined ; but in India there is every gradation of slavery and of servitude, from 
that of the slave seized and sold by auction by the government, on account of 
arrears of rent owing by his proprietor, to ihat of the ryot who is compelled 
hereditarily to cultivate a rack-rented field for the benefit of the government. 
Negro slavery was a simple subject ; but slavery in India is a very complicated 
subject ; like negro slavery it begins with man-stealing and with slave trading ; 
but it does not end there, for the government of India encroaches as much as it 
possibly can upon the liberties and rights of those classes it cannot absolutely 
enslave, l)y bringing them to the hamm.er and transporting them from their 
native soil. In the West Indies, the slaves were constantly exposed to the view 
of Europeans ; but in the East Indies, the slaves are quite hid from Europeans; 
and if a European went to India expressly to investigate the subject of slavery 
in India, he would meet with many insuperable difficulties, from the extent of 
India, the diversity of languages, the jealousy and the power of the govern- 
ment. At present, the only Europeans who arc likely to know anything of the 
actual nature of slavery in India, are some few of the fiscals, and some few of 
the missionaries. The fiscals are the task-masters. One witness has truly stated 
that the slaves of Malabar are so totally degraded by slavery that they arc below 
the reach of anything except Christianity, which alone can stoop down to them 
and elevate them. They certainly seem to be degraded below the lowest stage 
of savage life j below the Hottentot, the Esquimaux, or the New Hollander. 

Although the difficulties of comprehending and exposing tlie .subject of slavery 
in India is in some points much greater than that of comprehending and ex- 
posing the horrors of negro slavery, yet there are facilities for the Abolitionist 
which Clarkson and Wilberforce did not possess ; for instance, Europe and 
America are convinced of the impolicy of slavery ; Christendom is alive to the 
subject y and besides this, the point of attack is very accessible and very weak, 
you or any other individual in London, can, at yowv own convenience, step into 
the India House and talk to the chairman, the deputy chairman, and the secre- 
tary upon the subject ; these gentlemen are virtually the leviathan pi-oprietors of 
all the slaves in India ; they are the government of India. If they will not 
hear reason and do justice, then the crown is equally accessible at the office of 
the India Board. But a meetiilg in Exeter Hall, or even in Eagle Street, or 
Devonshire Square, or Finsbury Chapel, would resound through Leadenhall and 
Whitehall. But the Indian task-master will rot show face ; he is a cunning 
animal, and will trust more to fraud than to force ; when closely urged to it, 
he will pen despatches to India to your own heart's content, directing the im- 
mediate emancipation of every slave and of every bondman ; being fully aware 
that the despatch will not be regarded, and that seven years must elapse before 
the fraud can be discovered. 

More than a million of slaves and 'millions of bondsmen in India cry con- 
tinually, " Come over and help us !" This distant cry requires only to be echoed 
by those few who hear it, and it will alarm and arouse Britain. I believe that 
the long contest about the slave trade has done more in eliciting the energies of 
the House of Commons, and in disciplining the political strength of the people of 
Britain, than anything else ; and I doubt not that slavery in India can be made 
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eqiiallj protluctlve of iv-rcat natiounl biossings by liim who governeth all things, 
even Uic councils of princes. 

The small island of Ceylon, not being included in the government of India, 
requires separate notice ; it contains above twenty thousand predial slaves, who, 
I believe, have boeti the victims of unsuccessful experiments of the Colonial 
Legislature about registration, ^c. They are in tlic power of Lord Glenclg, 
even as far as immediate emancipation. IVIy impression is, that, speaking in a 
very general wa}', in Ceylon, lands cultivated by free labor pay a land-tax of 
one-tenth of their produce, whilst in (hose districts where the proprietor is en- 
abled to enslave the labourer, he pays the government one-fourth of their produce. 
The cinnamon-peelers, claya-root-diggers, clank-shell-divcrs, &c., of Ceylon 
are not accounted slaves; but certainly they arc not treated as free-people. 

Convinced that the sole object of your very interesting little periodical is to 
glorify God by abolishing slavery throughout the world, I apologize only 
for my ignorance of the subject I wish to bring forward, and conclude by saying 
that, from all I have been able to sec and learn of slavery in both the Indies, 
slavery in India is more extensive and degrading than negro slavery. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Brighton. ■ Pi:ter Gordon. 



ADDRESS OF THE SYNOD OF KENTUCKY. 
( Continued from p. 82.^ 

4. This system dcenses and produces great cruelty. The law places the whip 
in the hands of the master ; and its use, provided he avoid destroying life, is 
limited only by his own pleasure. Considering the absolute power with which 
our people arc armed, it must be acknowledged that the treatment of tlieir 
dependants is, in general, singularly humane. Many circumstances operate here 
to mitigate the rigors of perpetual servitude ; and it is probably the fact, that 
no body of slaves have been ever better fed, better clothed, and less abused, 
than the slaves of Kentucky. Still they have no security for their comfort but 
the humanity and generosity of men, who have been trained to regard them, not 
AS brethren, but as mere property. Humanity and generosity are, at best, poor 
guarantees for the protection of those who cannot assert their rights, and over 
whom law throws no protection. Our own condition we would feel to be 
wretched indeed, if no law secured us from the insults and maltreatment even 
of our equals. But superiority naturally begets contempt; and contempt gene- 
rates maltreatment, for checking which we can rely, not on virtue, but only on 
law. There are in our land hundreds of thousands clothed with arbitrary power 
over those whom they arc educated to regard as their property, as the instru- 
ments of their will, as creatures beneath tlieir sympathy, devoid of all the feel- 
ings which dignify humanity, and but one remove above cattle. Is it not cer- 
tafn that many of these hundreds of thousands will inflict outrages on their des- 
pised dependants } There are now in our whole, land two millions uf human 
beings exposed, defenceless, to every insult and every injury short of maiming or 
death, which their fellow-men may choose i o inflict. They suffer uU that can be 
inflicted by wanton caprice, by grasping avarice, by brutal lust, by malignant 
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spite, and by insane ang-cr. Tlieir happiness is the sport of every whim, and 
the prey of every passion, that may occasionally or habitually infest ^he mas- 
ter's bosom. If we could calculate the amount of woe endured by ill-treated 
slaves, it M'ould overwhelm every compassionate heart, it would move even the 
obdurate to fiympathy. There is 'also a vast sum of suflering inflicted upon tho 
slave by humane masters, as a punishment for that idleness and misconduct 
which slavery naturally produces. The ordinary motives to exertion in men are 
withdrawn from the slave. Some unnatural stimulus must then be substituted ; 
and the whip presents itself as the readiest and most efficient. But the appli- 
cation of the whip to produce industry, is like the apphcation of the galvanic 
fluid to produce muscular exertion. The eflect is powerful indeed, but momen- 
tary; and if often applied, it is exhaustive and destructive to the system. It 
can never be used as a substitute for the healthful'and agreeable nervous stimulus 
with which nature has supplied us. Equally vain is the attempt to supply by the 
whip the deficiency of natural motives to exertion ; it proiluees misery and de- 
gradation. Yet, inadequate as is this substitute, it is the best that can be had ; 
it must be used while the system lasts ; the condition of the slave is unnatural, 
and his treatment must correspond to his condition. We are shocked to hear 
of epicures, who cause the animals on winch they feast to be whipped to death, 
that their flesh may be more delicate and delicious to the taste. "^V'c feel it to 
bo disgusting and intolerable cruelty', thus to inflict pain upon a beast, merely to 
satisfy the cravings of luxury ; and shall we excuse ourselves, if ta desire for 
ease or wealth leads us to sanction, sustain, and assist in perpetuating a system 
which, as long as it lasts, must lacerate the bodies ,and grind down the feelings 
of millions of ftitional and immortal beings ? 

Brutal stripes, and all the varied kinds of personal indignities, are not the 
only species of cruelty which slavery licenses. The law does not recognize the 
family relations of a slave, and extends to him no protection in the enjoyment of 
domestic endearments. The members of a slave family may be forcibly separated, 
so that they shall never more meet until the final judgment. And cupidity often 
induces the master to practise what the law allows. Brothers and sisters, pa- 
rents and children, husbands and wives, are torn asunder, and permitted to see 
each other no more. These acts are daily occurring in the midst- of us. T!ie 
shrieks and the agony often witnessed on such occasions, proclaim with a trum- 
pet tongue the iniquity and cruelty fof our system. The cry of these sufferers 
goes up to the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. There is not a neighbourhood 
where these heart-rending scenes are not displayed. There is not a village or a 
road that does not behold the sad procession of manacled outcasts, whose chains 
and mournful countenances ttU that they are exiled by force from all that their 
hearts held dear. Our church, years ago, raised its voice of solemn warnino- 
against this flagrant violation of every principle of mercy, justice, and liumanity. 
Yet we blush to announce to you and to the world, that this warning has been 
often disregarded, even by those who hold to our communion. Cases have oc- 
curredin ourown denomination, where professors of the religion of mercy have torn 
the mother from her children, and sent her into a merciless and returnless exile. 
Yet acts of discipline have rarely followed such conduct. Far be it from us to 
ascribe to our people generally a ])articipation in these deeds, or a sympathy with 
them; they'abhor and loathe them. But while the s^'stcm of whieli these cruel- 
ties are the legitimate ofl?pring, is tolerated among us, it is exceeding!}' difllcult to 
inflict punishment upon their perpetrators. If we connnenee discipline for «?/>/ 
acts which the hiws of shi rery sanction, where shall we stop r What prhicii)le is 
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there vvbich will justify us in cutting oflT a twig or a branch of tlii.s poison tree, 
that will not, if carried fairfy out, force us to proceed, and hew down its trunk, 
and dig up its roots ? These cruelties are only the loathsome ulcers, whicli show 
corruption in the blood and rottenness in the bones of tliis system. They may 
be bound up and mollified witli ointment— tht;y may be hidden from the sight ; 
but they cannot be entirely removed until, there is a thorough renovation within. 
Our churches cannot be entirely pure, even from the grosser pollutions of slavery, 
xtntil we are willing to pledge ourselves to the destruction of the whole system. 

6. It py'bduces general licentiousness among the slaves. Marriage, as a civil 
ordinance, they cannot enjoy. Our laws do not recognize this relation as 
existing among them; and, of course, do not enforce by any sanction the 
observance of its duties. Indeed, until slavery " waxeth old, and tendeth to 
decay," there cannot be any legal recognition of the marriage rite, or the 
enforcement of the consequent duties. For all regulations on this subject 
would limit the master's absolute right of property in his slaves. In his disposal 
of them, he would no longer be at liberty to consult merely his own interest. 
He could no longer separate the wife and husband to suit the convenience or 
interest of the purchaser, no matter how advantageous might be the terms 
ofFered. And as the wife and husband do not alwaj-s belong to the same owner, 
and are not often Avanted by the same purchaser, their duties to each other 
would thus, if enforced by law, frequently conflict with the interests of tlie 
master. Hence all the marriage that could ever be allowed to them, would be 
a mere contract voidable at the master's pleasure. Their present ryf/a*? marriages 
arc just such contracts, and are continually thus voided. They arc, in this wa}', 
brought to consider the matrimonial engagement as a thing not binding, and 
they act accordingly. Thus the working of our s^'stem of slavery diffuses a 
moral pestilence among its subjects, tending, to wither and blight every thing 
that is naturally beautiful and good in the character of man. Can this system 
be tolerated without sin ? 

6. This system demoralises the whites as well as the blacks. The hand of one 
of our greatest statesmen has strikingly pourtrayed the demoralizing effects of 
tliis system on the minds and manners of the ruling class. " There must doubt- 
less," says Mr. Jefferson, be an unhappy influence on the manners of our 
people, produced by the existence of slavery among us. The whole commerce 
between master and slave is a perpetual exercise of the most boisterous passions 
—the most unrelenting despotism on the one part, and degrading submission on 
the other. Our children see this, and learn to imitate it ; for man is an imitative 
animal. This quality is the germ of all education in him. From his cradle to 
his grave he is learning to do what he sees others do. If a parent could find no 
motive, either in his philanthropy or his self-love, for restraining the intemperance 
of passion toward his slave, it should alwaj's be a sufficient one that his child is 
present. But generally it is not sufticient. The parent storms ; the child looks 
on, catches the lineaments of wrath, puis on the same airs in the circle of 
smaller slaves, gives loose to the worst of passions ; and thus nursed, educated, 
and daily exercised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with odious pecu- 
liarities. The man must be a prodigy who can retain his manners and morals 
undepraved by such circumstances."'^ Such, according to the testimony of one 
wlio had marked its operation with a philosopher's eye, is the cliaracter which 
slavery forms — a character perfectly the reverse of that which the gospel 
require. 

* Jefiurson's Notes on Virginia, p. 310. 
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7. This system draws down upon us the vengeance of heaven. "God is just," 
and " he will render to everj' one according to his works." Oppression can 
never escape unpunished, while He who hath emphatically declared, that he is 
the "Judge of the widow, and the father of the fatherless," is on the throne of 
the universe. " If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn to death, and 
those that are ready to be slain ; if tliou sayest, Behold, we know it not : doth 
not he that pondereth the heart consider it ? and he that keepeth thy soul, dotli 
he not know it ? and shall he not render to every man according- to his works?" 
Not a sparrow falls to the ground, we are told, without the notice of God — how 
much more doth he mark the abuse and oppression of a creature, who bears his 
own peculiar image ? " The very hairs of our head are all numbered" — much 
more arc the groanings of the oppressed and sighings of the prisoner recorded, 
by Him who says that his name is " Gracious," and that his " ear is ever open 
to the cry of the poor and needy." The blood of Abel did not soak] into the 
ground unheeded ; it called down judgment upon the guilty man who had 
smitten his brother, and it drove him out a wanderer from the land of his birth, 
a fugitive from the presence of the Lord. But the sore cry of millions of the 
down-trodden has 'gone up to heaven from the midst of us; this cry is still 
swelling upward ; and if there be righteousness on the throne of the universe, 
it must bring down vials of wrath upon the heads of all who arc engaged in this 
guilty work. And when he cometh to execute vengeance, " who may abide the 
day of his coming ?" Who can stand before his indignation ? Who can stand 
up in the fierceness of his anger ? We sec the truth of what th6 prophet declares, 
that ''the Lord is slow to anger" — but we are assured that it is equally true, 
that he is "great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: the Lord 
hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of 
his feet." 

Brethren, we profess to be Christians — Ave reverence the holy revelation which 
God has given — we look to its precepts for guidance, and to its denunciations 
for warnings. We know that the principles of the divine dealings are the same 
in every age; and that what God said to those of old, when we are in similar cir- 
cumstances he saith unto ,us. Listen, then, to one of the many invitations he 
has given us of the way in which he will punish it. " The people of the land 
liave used oppression, and. exercised robbery, and have jexed the poor and 
need}' ; yea, they have oppressed the stranger wrongfully, and I sought for a 
man among them, that should stand in a gap before me for [the land, that I 
should not destroy it : but I found none. Therefore have I poured out mine in- 
dignation upon .them : I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath ; their 
own way have 1 recompensed upon their heads, sailh the Lord ;" Ezek.' xxii' 
29 — 31. Can we despise the instructions of the Almighty } Shall we shut our 
eyes and close our ears against the admonitions of the Great Judge of the earth? 
Shall we not arise and " stand in tlic «^ap before him for the land, that he may 
not destroy it ?" Though our " nest may be built on high," and "' our ,defence 
be the umnitions of rocks," we cannot escape if God rise up against us — He 
can blast our prosperity — He can drown us in blood — He can blot out our exisl- 
cuce and our name from under heaven. 

Let us remember, too, that not only as a people, but as individuals, God will 
deal with xis. The day is soon coraingi when every man's works which he 
hath wrought shall be tried us by fire — and wc must then "eat of the fruits of 
our own wa}'s." 



MOB LAW. 

Mob-law still prevails in America, the land of boasted freedom ; and its 
violence is directed against the most enlightened and pliilantliropic of her 
sons. The scenes enacted at New York and Boston have been repeated at 
Cincinnati, as the folloAving account, taken from a New York paper, will 
show. Mr. Birney was formerly a slave-holder in Kentuoky, and an 
advocate of colonization. But when the truth of God dawned upon his 
mind, he manmnitted his slaves, renounced colonization, and entered with 
all his heart and soul and strength into the outlawed camp of the aboli- 
tionists. Driven by slave-holders from Kentucky, he established his resi- 
dence at Cincinnati, where he conducted the Philanthropist Newspaper 
with singular intrepidity and talent. His object was truth, not gain ; and 
he has been cruelly rcAvarded by his deluded and misjudging countrymen. 
When will the false patriots of America awake to their country's disgrace, 
and assert the majesty of laws wliich are now recklessly trampled under 
foot ? The same violence which is now directed against the abolitionists, 
may hereafter be employed against any other party ; and it therefore be- 
comes every lover of his country to prevent occurrences whose example is 
infectious, and the repetition of which must shake the foundations of the 
commonwealth. 

Our remarks on the subject of the Cincinnati resolutions, recommending vio- 
lence and riot, have received a most striking illustration. The guilty counsel 
has been followed, and Cinciimati has sufiered a disgrace which 3 cars will not 
efiace. We subjoin an account of the conduct of un organized mob, who took 
possession of that city on the 80th of July, overawed the civil authorities, com- 
mitted thu crimes of 'burglary and robbery in open daylight, gave to their 
triumph over the lav;s the pomp of a public celebration, by dragging their 
plunder in procession through the principal streets ; and, not content with these 
outrages on propertj', searched through the city, with an insatiate thirst^of ven- 
geance, for the persons of two of their fellow-citizens, on whom to wreak their 
brutal rage, and perhaps consummate their wickedness with the guilt of murder. 

It was only when the fury of the multitude, in searching for one of its victims, 
seemed likely to endanger a building in which there were two banks, that the 
civil authorities thought proper to interfere. The disturbance of the peace was 
nothing— the act of breaking open the dwelling of a private individual was 
nothing — the plunder and destruction of his property was nothing — the hiie and 
cry after his life was nothing; but when the hoards of a monied institution are 
in peril, the majesty of the laws wakes from its slumber, and interposes its shield ! 
Then the mayor, who had looked on quietly wliilc all Jhcsc outrages were com- 
mitted, comes forth and tells the mob, in a "determined manner," that he will 
order the police to shoot the first person who offers violence to the building. 
What a commentary on the depraved state of public feeling! Human liberty 
and human life are neither fcspectcd by individuals nor shielded by the laws ; 
but the gold of the great monopolies which corrupt the people, is to be protected 
at every hazard. You may break open your neighbour's house if you will, and 
destroy his goods, and hunt him as the blood-hound hunts his prey ; you may 
do this with impunity, provided you respect the banks : but if you touch their 
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safety, yoli will be informed that you are going too far. It is for their benefit, 
and not for tliat of individuals, that law? are made, and ministers of the law 
appointed. Insensate ! not to know that the anarchy you encourage, when it 
has reached its niaturit}', will disdain the lesser prey, and pounce upon the very 
treasures you so anxiously protect. 

i\Ir. Birne}', who was thus hunted by the Cincinnati mob, is well known in 
the western states as an eminent lawyer. He is a native of Kentucky, and is 
allied to the first families in that state and Virginia. Becoming more and more 
atta<:?hed to tlie doctrines of the anti-slavery party, he abandoned a lucrative pro- 
fession, and established in Cincinnati a paper called the PhUanthropist, which 
has now been twice broken up by violence. He is a man of great ardour and 
resolution of character, and is not likely to give up his design but with his life. 
Those who, influenced by the fear of injury to the trade of Cincinnati with the 
South, have stirred up these riots to drive him from his j)urpose, will probably 
find that nothing short of murder will efTect their object, and even in that fright- 
ful event nothing will be gained, for others equally ardent and enthusiastic will 
rise up in his place. 

The following is an extract of a letter from a gentleman at Cincinnati, dated 
the 1st of Aumist : — 

" The storm has at length broke, and a row such as Cincinnati never before 
witnessed took place on Saturday night, Julj' f30. It was given out that a mob 
might be expected that night, and accordingly a large concourse of people as- 
sembled at the Exchange, at six o'clock, p.m., when a president and secretary 
wore appointed, and resolutions passed to go forthwith to Birncy's office, and 
destroy the press, papers, &c. They accordingly marched to the corner of Main 
and Seventh streets, when the}' commenced operations by breaking and tearing 
everything to pieces in the second and third stories of the building, stove all the 
Aviiulows out, and scattered his (the editor's) papers and books in the street, and 
burned a great number of them. 

"The next movement was to heave out the press, at which a most tremendous 
shout was raised ; and, hitching a rope to it, they hauled it down Main-street 
to the river, broke it to pieces, and threw it to the bottom. 

Thc,y then raised the cry of ' Birney ! Birney i'"'' and immediately proceeded 
to his house, and demanded his presence. Whereupon his son, a youth of about 
seventeen, came and informed them, in a very afiecting appeal, that his father 
was not at home, and begged them to respect his helpless family and private 
property. The crowd then began to cry out ' Donaldson ! away to Donald- 
son's !'f There they next proceeded, and swore that if he did not come out 
they would rase the house to its foundation. 

"Mrs. Donaldson and daufrhter then came out and informed them that neither 
of' tlie Messrs. Donaldson was at Lome — that they had both gone into tlic 
country that afternoon, and assured them that they were not in the house. This 
did not altogether satisfy them, and they had almost determined on searching 
the house, but were prevailed upon to desist b}- two or three of the leaders as- 
suring them that they were not there. On which they left, and proceeded to 
Church-alley,]: where a scene took place that bafilcs description. Two or three 
pistols were fired from one of the houses, which enraged them so much, that 
they went to work, and I may say that they completely 'renovated' that 
coiicerii. 

* Kditorof Uie riiilanihropist, a wcekiy paper. t A merchant, who is also an abolitijnist. 

% Where were several houses of ill fame. 
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" Tliey proceeded to several of the negro houses in Western-row, and tore 
them down ; but I must stop with my description. Fears were entertained that 
some disturbance would take place last evening. A large mob collected around 
the Franklin House* on a supposition that Mr. Birney was there, but ihcy were 
dispersed with some little trouble. The mayor made a speech, in a determined 
manner, and said he would order the police to shoot the first man who at- 
tempted to make ony disturbance. jMatters have become pretty still, and there 
will not probably be any more disturbance." 



WORKING OF THE APPllENTICESHiP SYSTEM, 

TiTR working of the apprenticeship system in our colonies, has fully 
justified the fears and predictions of the abolitionists. It has proved one of 
the most bungling and wTetclied pieces of legislation wliieh human folly 
ever devised, and only serves to con'oborate the geiieral principle, that there 
is no safe or prudent medium between right and wrong. When slavery 
was acknowledged to be a crime, freedom— full, entire, and lasting, ouglit 
to have been instantly conceded. But instead of this, a miserable attempt 
\vas made to conciliate the despot at the expense of his victim, and the 
result has been what every honest and loresighted man predicted. We 
purpose in a futui-e number entering somewhat largely into this matter. 
At present we m.nst content ourselves with the following extract from a 
letter addressed by an estimable Missionary in Jamaica to the Secretary of 
the Baptist Missionary Society in England. 

" I see something is doing in England to shorten the Apprenticeship system. 
I pray God it may soon follow its predecessor — Slavery, for it is indeed slavery 
under a less disgusting name. Business lately (Dec. 23) called me to Rodney- 
hall ; and while I was there, a ])oor old negro was brought in for punishment. 
I heard the fearful vociferation, ' Twenty stripes.' ' Very well, here Alexander 
Lowndes, put this man down.' I felt as I cannot describe : yet I thought, as 
the supervisor was disposed to be civil, uiy presence might tend to make the 
punishment less severe than it usually is — but I was disappointed — I inquired 
into the crime for which such an old man could be so severely punished, and 
heard various accounts. 1 wrote to the magistrate who sentenced him to receive 
it : and after many days I wnt thp. fnllnwir.D- ronlv. 

" Logan Castle, Jan. 9. 188(5. 

" Sir, 

" In answer to your note of the 4th inst., I bog leave to state, that Thomas 
Johnson, an apprentice belonging to Mount Pleasant, was brought before mc by 
Mr. Evans, his late overseer, charged upon oath with continual neglect of duty 
and disobedience of orders as cattle-man, and also for steaUiuj milk — was con- 
victed, and sentenced to receive twenty stripes. May I add, thai whatever 
reports may have been circulated, inconsistent or derogatory to what is here 
stated, can be contradicted by gentlemen who wore pnjsent at the holding of 



* Two of thp City banks were in tliis buildiug, pai t of which was occupied as a large boarding-house. 
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my court — in fact, so far from the punishment of the offender being severe, he 
was not ordered one-half the number of stripes provided for such cases by the 
Abolition Act — if he received more than that number, or if those were inflicted 
with undue severity, I shall feel happy in making every inquiry amongst the 
authorities at Rodney -hall Institution. 

" I remain. Sir, yours truly, 

" T. Watkins Jones, S. M.' 

"Rev. J. Clarke, &c., &c.'' 

" To which I replied as follows : — 

« Sir, "Jericho, Jan. 19, 1836. 

" I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Uth inst., wliich 
reached me on the 18th, when I was about to address to you a second note 
under the impression that the first might not have reached your hand. 

" Respecting the punishment of Thomas Johnson, I still adhere to the opinion 
I before expressed, that, for an old man of about 60 years of age, the punish- 
ment was SEVERE ; and I think the best method of proving my opinion to be 
correct, is to give you a description of what took place ; leaving you to deter- 
mine whether the interference of W. Worger, Esq., of Rio Magno, who, I am 
told, is attorney forj Mount Pleasant, was called for, and just, under such cir- 
cumstances. To see a venerable old man tied as if to be broken on the wheel, 
and cut to the bone by the lash of an athletic driver — writhing and yelling 
under the most exquisite torture, were certainly circumstances sufficiently strong 
to touch the heart of any one possessed of the smallest degree of common 
humanity. The usual preparations being made, the old man quietly stripped off 
■his upper garments, and lay down upon the board — he was then tied by the legs, 
middle, above the elbows, and at each wrist. Mr. Worger then called out to the 
driver, ' I hope you will do your duty — he is not sent here for nothing.* At the 
first lash the skin started up ; and at the third, the blood began to flow; ere the 
driver had given ten, the cat was covered with gore ; and he stopped to change 
it for a dry one, which appeared to me somewhat longer than the first ; when 
the poor tortured creature had received sixteen, his violent struggles enabled 
him to get one of his hands loose, which he put instantly to his back — the driver 
stopped to retie him, and then proceeded to give the remaining four. The 
.struggles of the poor old man from the first lash_jbespoke the most extreme tor- 
ture ; and his cries were to me most distressing. ' Oh ! Oh ! Mercy ! Mercy ! 
Mercy! Mercy! Oh!^Massa! Massa! Dat enough — enough! Oh! Enough! 

0 massa, have pity ! 0 massa ! Massa ! Dat enough — enough ! Oh, never do 
de like again — only pity me- -forgive mc dis once ! Oh ! Pity ! Mercy ! Mercy ! 
Oh ! Oh ! ' were the cries he perpetually uttered. I shall remember them wliile 

1 live ; and would not for ten thousand worlds have been the cause of pro- 
ducing them. It was some minutes after the aged sufferer was loosed ere he 
could rise to his feet, and as he attempted to rise he continued calling out, 
' My back ! Oh ! My back ! My back is broken." A long time he remained 
half-doubled, the blood flowing round his body; and at last, standing erect, he 
deliberately said, ' I serve my master at all times ; I get no Saturday, no Sun- 
day ; yet this is de way dem use me.' 

" Now, Sir, I would appeal to you as to a gentleman possessed of humanity, 
and with the utmost respect make the following inquiries. Was this poor man 
convicted simply on the oath of his accuser.^ Or did witnesses prove the 
charges made against him "t And, was th<^. old man encouraged to speak by way 
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of vimlicatioii or mitigation of the cliarges made hy his late overseer r nguwi, 
would not the ends of justice be far better answered — would not the apprentices 
be far better fitted for being useful and cheerful labourers in 1840 — and would 
not your conscience be likely to give you less painful accusation in the prospect 
of death and eternity, if, instead of so much flogging, you were to use the other 
remedies which the law admits for the punishment and prevention of misconduct? 

" For many years I have endeavoured to promote the best interests of tliis 
colony; and in doing so, have avoided as much as possible every thing that 
could be construed into interference with matters aside from my sacred oiilcc as 
a minister of Christ ; but to the calls of suffering humanity I feel it to bo my 
duty to attend ; and should I Jigain have to address you on this or on similar 
subjects, or even should it become my painful duty to proceed further, by legal 
means, in such matters, I most sincerely assure you that no motive, except that 
arising from a sense of imperative duty, will ever influence my conduct. 

" I remain, Sir, yours very respectfully, 

''John Clarke." 

" T. Watkins Jones, Esq., Special Magistrate." 



BRADFORD REMONSTRANCE. 

The following spirited remonstrance was unanimously adopted at a 
Public Meeting of the inhabitants of Bradford in Yorkshire, held on the 
Gtli of September. The resolutions whicli accompanied it will be found at 
page 95. 

To such of the citizens of the United States of America as are now holding 
their fellow-creatures in personal bondage or slavery. 

Men and Brethren. — Connected as we are with America by many ties ; de- 
scended from the same stock, speaking the same language, and, in general, pro- 
fessino- the same faith, we trust it will not be deemed an unkind act, or an 
officious interference, if with fidelity and earnestness we remonstrate with you 
on the subject of negro slavery. We abhor slavery in every shape, and oppres- 
sion under every form ; and it has been, and shall be, our anxious endeavour to 
abolish every species of injustice and hardship from among ourselves. 

Throng]) the blessing of heaven, we have succeeded, after many and great 
efforts, in breaking to a great extent the fetters of slavery in the British colonies ; 

Kiif irtxr tvo Mi- in flii.Q trliimnli nf linmnnit.v nnrl inshifif. wnst succeeded bv 

.^LIU U I J ^ J '"'•7 ' ' ^ " — — 1 ^ — J u 

the depressing recollection, that in the United States, the nation from wliicli we 
liad reason to expect so different an example, the same unhai)py children of 
oppression, whose only crime is the color of their skin, are still retained in cruel 
and degrading bonds. 

Deplorable as slavery must be in every state and in all circumstances, there 
arc two things which, in the eyes of all Europe, and of Britain in particular, 
give to this system in the United States a peculiar character of enormity. Tlie 
one is, that a solemn declaration, in the face of the world, of the equal rights of 
all men to life and liberty and the pursuit of hnppincss, forms the very basis of 
yonr constitution, J he superior liberty of which is the constant theme of all yom 
writers, your orators, and 3'our poets ; wliile a sixth part of your whole popuui- 
tion is held in a condition of brutal degradation, as goods and chattels belonging 



The Effects of complete EmanciptUion. 



91 



to others. The other is, that while your efforts are so laudably great in spreading 
the knowledge of Christianity at home and abroad, you tolerate a system which 
violates, in the most flagrant manner, the essential principles of the religion of 
Christ. 

Citizens of America ! We address you in sorrow, not in anger, when we say 
that this glaring inconsistency of yours does more to injure the cause of freedom 
in the world at large than all the efforts of despotism ; that it furnislics a pretext 
and a plea to all who are hostile to the emancipation of the body or the mind. 
" Look," is the taunt we frequently hear, " look at America, and see what her 
boasted free institutions have done ! " 

Profkssous of Christianity ! You give to irreligion an increase of prejudice, 
and to infidelity one of the most formidable objections to the religion which yow 
profess. Can there, say they, be any reality in a religion, the principles and 
practice of whose most zealous professors are so contradictory.'* Or can that 
religion, asks the sceptic, be an emanation from a Being infinitely just and 
benevolent, the possession of which is compatible with a violation of every prin- 
ciple of equity, and may co-exist with the ruthless sacrifice of the dearest rights 
and best happiness of others to our own selfishness .'' We also deeply deplore the 
almost universal prejudice against people of color which exists among you, 
which is so wickedly carried even into the sanctuary of God. " Hath not the 
Almighty made of one blood all nations that dwell upon the ftice of the earth.?'' 

wiiile we deeply deplore the disastrous consequences of the present state of 
things, we feel cheered by the exertions which are so generously made by a gallant 
and increasing band of devoted men, in the face of prejudice and persecution^ to 
put a stop to this crying evil. We cannot but regard them as the best friends to 
America, the real benefactors to their beloved country and to the world at large. 
Allow us to entreat you to repress the force of passion and the power of pre- 
judice, and to meet them in the field of fair discussion j to permit in jom own 
hearts the charities of our nature free play, and Christian principle its full opera- 
tion ; to reduce to practice, in this case, that maxim of our Lord — " Whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them ;" and we are fully- 
persuaded that you will feel convinced that justice, humanity, consistency, 
reli«'ion, all unite in caUing on you to adopt prompt and immediate measures, 
" to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free,and to break every yoke." 

(Signed) G. S. Bull, Chairman. 



STATE OF SOCIETY IN THE ISLAND OF ANTIGUA, THE EFFECT OF 

COMPLETE EMANCIPATION. 

Extract of a Letter, dated July 4t/i, 1836. 

" Sunday is better kept here than in any "I have been delighted to observe 

part of England that 1 have witnessed ; it the pleasing countenances of the country 

is a day of rest : we do not require a sab- negroes on market-day, in their clean 

bath-protection Society; no shops are dress of a calico gown, a liandkercliief 

open, no noise in the streets, but the paths for a head-(lr«ss, uncommonly liealthy, 

in town and country covered with immortals and well-looking: from their genteel 

wending tlieir way to the house of God. deportment, freedom, and genteel behaviour 

Here the senses are not disgusted with to all, you would suppose they never knew 

drunkenness, cursing, and dreadful oaths, the curse of slavery ; yes, iny dear sir, it is 

It is delightful on thf- l,ord's-day to see the impossible for the friends of the negro to 

negroes in their clean white dress crowding form any adequate idea of the inestimable 

tiie churches j and oftentiiues at the lfirg« blessings iref^doni haa conferred upon a^. in 

MorHvian Church to which 1 belong, hun- this island. Generations unborn will bless 

dreds are obliged to reniani '^utside. God for the glorious first of August, 1834. 
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The following conversation is extracted 
from the American Anti-Slavery Record for 
April last. Tt was furnished by a lady in 
Cincinnati, who is wholly employing herself 
in the instruction of the colored people of 
that town. " These are a few of the things," 
she says, " he has told me and others. As 
we have to get somebody to interpret most 
that he says, hi* tale of woe is robbed of its 
simplest, most interesting garb. Though 
he is old and feeble, robbed of most of his 
strength by slavery, still his mental faculties 
retain their vigour astonishingljr." 

Where were you bom ? In Guinea, where 
people don't know anything about books. 
Who did you live with? With my father 
and mother until I got to be a young man, 
when I went out to wash my fish-trap in a 
pond one day, and three white men came up 
to me, and told me to go along with tliem, 
and they would give me some knives and 
pretty things. I was afraid to go with 
them, and cried like a dog, for I knew they 
did not want anything good. They took 
me on board a aJaip, where there was one 
hundred men, and two hundred women. 
We were ironed together, two and two, and 
put down in the bottom of the ship. All 
tlie way I felt bad in my heart ; 1 wanted 
to see my father and mother very bad. No- 
body c-in tell anything how black people 
feel when they are stolen from father and 
mother, and chained and carried way off on 
the ocean, they don't know where. We at 
last landed at Richmond, Virginia, and they 
began immediately to sell us. I was sold 

right off to Mr. W . What did he give 

for you ? I don't know ; I could not tell 
scarcely a word that was said to me, and 
that made me feel lonely and bad enough. 
The overseer whip't me right off, to let me 
know what, the whip meant. 1 found this 
was badder country, worse than Guinea. 
Did you have to work very hard"? Work, 
all work — all day long, all night long often, 
and all Sunday long,— took ^little iiapo novv 
and then. I knew something about God in 
Guinea, but with this master I heard nothing 
of God or my soul. I lived with this man 
I should think several years, then he gave 
me to his daughter when she was married. 
There I found another bad master, no peace 
or rest to poor me. When he had been 
away and got back, lie used to whip all his 
slaves, to let them know that he had got 
home, and to make tlipm afraid of him. lie 
whip't one slave to death, because lie got 
religion. I was a new hand, and would 
fight the overseer. So master had my hands 
tied together, and me hung up in the ham, 
and whip't one hundred lashes vnth a hick- 
ory switch. It cut raw gp.shes every hlow. 



HER SOL. 

and before it would get well, it was cut 
over again, — back never well whilst I lived 

with Mr. W . I suppose you had 

enough to eat, had'nt you ? No ; hungry all 
day long,— sometimes went away to the 
neighbours at night, and they would give 
me a hoe-cake. How long did you stay 
there? I can't tell exactly, but I should 
think eight or nine years. Hungry all that 
time- Sometimes I went into the woods to 
cry. I had no friends. Slaves can't be 
friends to one anotlier; you fraid for friend, 
and friend fraid for you. I have found out 
since that God was my friend, but I did not 
know it then. I was sold again, and got 
quite a good master. Christian man — he 
whip't me only two or three times. He 
called all his slaves from the tobacco-field 
to go to prayers. He used to sing, 

" That awful day will surely come, 
The appointed hour makes haste. 

When I must stand before my Judge, 
And pass the solemn test." 

All the Baptists round there used to come 
to his house to meeting. I went one time 
to laugh"at the minister ; but he said to all 
sinners, If you do not repent, you will go to 
hell. When I heard that, I felt condemned 
before God, and felt that I was a sinner. I 
prayed all the time — slept mighty little — 
often j would lie down by hoe in the field, 
and would stay there all night — pray most 
all the time — fraid if I went to sleep the 
devil would have me. Nobody would tell 
me how to come to Christ, for fear that I 
would learn experience by hearing others, 
and tell I had religion before I knew any 
tiling about it. They said, you must get it 
all from God. I was sick one day, and laid 
down — word came jto me. Get tip, I did, 
and felt happy. I run to tell master what 
God had done for my soul, but I could 
hardly walk for happiness. 1 cried for hap- 
piness — tried to find my sins again, but 
eoulu not. I joined the church, and was so 
happy I hardly wanted to eat. It seemed 
like as I had wings ; — I worked a great deal 
better. In a little while I was sold again 
to a master worse thim all. Nobody so bad 

as Mr. S . One day I found a bridle 

in the woods, sold it to a woman, and I got 
one hundred lashes. He put one woman 
into the fire and burnt her up — said she 
should go to hell with him. He would not 
g^ve his black people scarcely anything to 
eat. We had no meat — wanted it bad 
enough. One man would have it, so ho 
would kill a hog now and then, and hide it 
in a hollow tree. When lie was whip't for 
stealing, lie would turn and whip master • 
Was voii good to work 1 Yes ; when 1 took 
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hold of hoe, dirt must come. Master S 

would not let me have time to drink — some- 
times whip you when drinking. He marked 
his women-slaves by giving one a black 
dress, another a red one, another white, so 
that he could tell tliem a great way olF, and 
whip those that did not work well. He 
killed many men-slaves ; some fell down 
dead in tlie field. How did he kill them ? 
" He broke their hearts." He was afraid 1 
would run away, so he fastened a fifty-six 
to my leg. It had a long chain ; when I 
had gone the length of it, I drawed it to 
me. It is of no use to talk about lum, he 
is dead long ago. Where do you think he 
has gone 1 Behind hell fire. I don't think 
hell is bad enough for him. I believe 
mighty few white people will go to heaven. 
Was you ever married ! Yes, I have had 
three wives. My first wife was sold off ten 
miles, and master no let me go so far as 
that. I felt bad, very bad to part with her ; 
I loved that wife, and my heart is with her 
yet. 

You white people need not blame black 
people for having so many wives ; it be 
white people's fault. They sell your wives 
away from you. Where was you in the 
time of the war with England 1 I was in 
it. I knew General Washington ; he good 
man. I believe he has gone to heaven. 
Did you fight 1 No ; I waited on General 
Wallace. I tell you what, if war ever come 
again, it will be a worser war. I want war 
to come again, to set my 'lations free. I 
want no more slavery, but every body work 
for themselves. That will be right; then 
it will be wanner weather. God make it 
so cold because white people do black peo- 
ple so bad. 

How did you get free? A good man 
that lives somewhere about here brought 
me from Lexington. He said I was too old 
to work. Master gave me to him. After a 
while his brother-in-law came after me — 
wanted I should work more. But people 
would not let me go — laughed at him — he 
was ashamed, and went off. Where did 
you leave your wife and children 1 All in 
slavery. I want to see them mighty bad. 
But you are blind, grandfather Sol, and 
can't see ! Well, I should know their 
voices, and they would sound sweet, and I 
could take hold of tlieir hands besides. I 
wish my children was free, I would have 
them learn trades ; one a blacksmith, an- 
other a tailor, &c., &c. I pray for them 
every day, that God would make tliem good, 
and make their masters' hearts soft. God 
hear my prayer. I love the good people 
that are trying to get the slaves free. You 
think, missee, that they will ever get the 
slaves free in old Kentuck 1 I tliink they 
will, grandfather. — I don't know, tliey hold 
'em mighty tight. In old Virginia white 



people say you set niggers free, they'll 
starve ana won't work. You believe that 
is true? No; masters and all the white 
people starve more like, for now slaves take 
care of themselves and white people too. 
If they will set 'em free, I think tliey would 
work well, and get farms, and make good 
crops. I3id you ever want to read the 
Bible 1 Yes, me want to know very much 
what God say to me, a poor sinner; but 
who would read it me "J If I learn to read, 
master think I'd be free directly. What 
makes you so crooked 1 (he is very crooked.) 
Hoe, — ^whsn I was a slave, and worked in 
the field, I was 'fraid to stand up and rest — 
kept bent all the time, so my head would 
not be above the rest. When you see, 
missee, old slaves all bent over, you may 
know what made them so. What makes 
your toes look so 1 (they are some of them 
part gone.) When master got mad at me, 
he take my shoes and make me go bare- 
footed — froze my feet. What makes your 
ear look so 1 (t£at is, part gone.) Master 
cut off the rim of it. What for 1 Notliing 
at all. He said I stole some buttermilk, but 
I did'nt do it. Did you ever steal ? I have 
took things without leave. If you don't 
steal you starve. It is not stealing to take 
from masters ; you pay for it a hundred 
times — is not that enough 1 I'U tell you 
what, I'll say you are my mistress ; you set 
in the house, and master too ; I go out into 
the field in the hot sun, raise crops — now 
you call it all yours, but is not part of it 
mine? Did you ever run away? Yes, a 
great many times ; but always got caught, 
and then cut almost to pieces. I run away 
once, and went off in the woods, and staid 
long, long time. I dug a hole in the 
ground, left a little place to crawl in at, and 
staid there day-times, and in the night I 
would go to some black people's houses and 
get something to eat. Sometimes most 
starved. Could not go further ; if I went 
back, I knew I should be almost killed, and 
then I was a poor starving Guinea nigger 
slave. I got caught, and always expected 
to be ; but would run away to rest, for al- 
most dead with hard work. How did you 
feel to see slave-holders partake the sacra- 
ment ? I tell you what, I went to a woods' 
meeting once, where there was a great many 
white people going to partake the sacrament. 
I was going away, but something said to 
me, Sol, Sol, you tell them they eat and 
drink damnation to their souls. I fraid to 
say that, but it come again, and I thought 
God told me, and I was afraid to disobey. 
So I went up t<? the head of the table, tind 
cried. Behold, you fine ladies and gentle- 
men, you eat and drink damnation to your 
souls. When I had said that, some of my 
friends seized me and carried me off into 
the woods, fear I would be killed. Do you 
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know how old you are 1 I suppose I am 
about one hundred. I sbcmid think 1 was a 
thousand, for I have been lu ,50 many differ- 
ent places. I want to go home to heaven 
mighty bad. I am waiting, hoping, pray- 
ing God will call Sol every day. I want 
to leave this wretched world, and go where 
all is light, and love, and peace. When 
we get to heaven, all will be of one mind 
and heart. My soul will be as white as 
yours. If poor nigger only come to Jesus, 
he make his soul as white as snow. I push 
on my journey ; God is here now, and tliat 
is all the company I have. He and I have 
meetings together ; I feel as if I am march- 
ing to Jerusalem. Christians are like hunt- 
ing dogs, al^rays hunting for Jesus. If I 
lose him, I hunt till I find him. I see by 



an eye of faith into heaven now and then, 
and sse Jesus there. The scars in his hands 
and side are not healed yet. It makes me 
weep to see them sometimes. I hope God 
in heaven hear such a poor dry boned 
Guinea nigger as I. Sometimes I sing, 
and sometimes I pray. 

"Hark, from the tombs a doleful sound ! 

My ears, attend the cry : 
* Ye living men, come view the ground, 

Where you must shortly lie !' " 

(He says this is his favourite hymn.) If 
God had been like ray thoughts', I should 
been home long ago. Can t hardly tell 
what I live for, but must wait till God calls 
me. 



SLAVE ADVERTISEMENTS. 



MEN, WOMEN, SOVS AND GIRLS, HORSES 
AND MULES. 

Here is anadveitisement, just as it stands 
in a newspaper printed at Montgomer)', 
Alabama : 

WILL BE SOLD, at the residence of 
the subscriber, near the Line Creek road, 
eight miles east of Montgomery, on Monday 
the 28th Marcli inst., if not previously sold 
at private sale, 32 NEGROES, men, 
women, boys' and girls ; horses and mules ; 
com and fodder ; farming utensils ; cattle, 
hogs, and sheep ; one yoke of oxen and 



cart, household and kitchen furniture. On 
a credit until the 25th December next. 

Also, at private sale, 560 acres of prairio 
land, nine miles from Montgomery — 20 
acres cleared, with two good wells of water 
thereon. Also, 150 acres mulatto land, 125 
acres cleared, a good frame dwelling-house, 
two stories high, gin house and screw. 
March 9— *46p. J. C. Farley. 

The law of Moses forbade the husband- 
man "to plow with on OX and an ASS toge- 
ther." — Deut xxii. 10. But in Christian 
America they sell MEN and MULES to- 
gether at the same AUCTION. 



TRADE IN BLOOD. 



The foUov/ing standing advertisements, 
from a recent Washington paj)er, show with 
what] system and to what an extent the 
dealers in men drive their horrid trade, 
under the sanction of Congress, and within 
sight of the Capital. 

Cash for Negroes. — We will at all 
times give the highest prices in cash for 
likely-young Negroes of both sexes, from 
ten to thirty years of age. Persons having 
likely servants to dispose of, will do well to 
call on us, at our residence on 7th Street, 
immediately South of the Centre Market 
House, Washington, D. C. 

J. W. Neal & Co. 

Cash for 300 Negroes. — The highest 
cash price Avill bo given by the subscribers 
for Negroes of both sexes, from the ages of 
12 to 28. Those wishing to sell, will do 
well to give me a call' at my residence, or 
at A. Lee's Lottery Office, five doors east of 
Gadsby's Hotel. Letters addressed to me, 
through the Post Oftice, shall receive the 
earliest attention. W. II. Williams, 

Wasliington. 

Cash for 400 Negroes, including ^both 
sexes, from twelve to twenty-five years of 



age. Personsjliaving servants to dispose of, 
will find it to their interest to give me a 
call, as I will give higher prices, {in cash, 
than any other purchaser who is now in this 
market. 

I can at all times be found at Mechanics' 
Hall, now kept by B. O. Sheckle, and 
formerly kept by Isaac Beers, on Seventh 
street, a fewj doors below Lloyd's Tavern, 
opposite the Centre Market. All commu- 
nications promptly attended to. 

jAMiis H. Birch, 

Washington City. 

Cash for 500 Negroes, including both 
sexes, from 12 to 25 years of age. Persons 
having likely servsmts to dispose of, will 
find it to their interest to give us a call, as 
we will give liigher prices, in cash, than 
any other purchaser wlio is now or may 
hereafter come into the market. 

Franklin & Armfield, 

Alexandria.' 

In the same paper also, tlireo runaways 
are advertised, and rewards of from two to 
three hundred dollars] offered for their ap- 
prehension. 



THE LEGAL POSITION OF APPRENTICED LABOURERS IN JAMAICA. 



Extracted from the Minutes of Evidence tak 

" The apprentice in Jamaica may be 
worked by day ja the field, by night in the 
boiling, for forty-five hours in succession, 
excepting the short time allowed hy day for 
meals, when employed in the field ; may 
be mulcted the full amount of his time for 
the benefit of his employer, though no pre- 
judice may have been suffered by the latter, 
and flogged on making complaint. He can 
recover nothing from his employer by any 
available remedy, nor has any protection 
against complaints, however frivolous. He 
has a day to himself, during which he may 
be imprisoned by an estate constable under 
the control of the manager. If wages are 
promised him for extra work, if task-work 
contracts are violated, he has no available 
remedy. He can be apprehended at plea- 
sure by any man he meets, who is rewarded 
for so doing. His wife, his sister, his 
daughter may be sent to the tread-mill at the 
discretion of a special magistrate, for any 
length of time, and for any offence; and 
there they fall under the control of the 
colonial magistrate, who may order them all, 
men, women, and children, to be flogged 
at his discretion, for any breach of the 
workhouse discipline. His provisions, food, 
clothing, he may be deprived of, and ia 
without any remedy, which is not illusory, 
for an indemnification. He cannot proceed 
beyond the limits of the plantation, except 
in a few stipulated Jcases, without a pass 
from his employer except under a liability 



I befm'C the Negro Apprenticeship Committee, 

to be arrested and taken before a magistrate' 
The pregnant wife, the nursing mother, are 
unprovided with even nominal additional 
protection. His children, bom free for the 
last eight years, with tJiose born free the 
next four years, may be subjected to this 
treatment for twenty-one years. Supposing 
him to have conunitted no possible offence, 
to have laboured as industriously in his 
own time, with the view of improving his 
condition, as in his manager's, in perform- 
ance of his duty, still must he labour on 
throughout the period assigned, or purchase 
off' the 'remaining term, at a price to be 
affixed Iby the colonial magistrates." 

The actual condition of the negroes may 
be gathered from the fact that no less than 
15,037 lashes have been inflicted on them, 
by order of the special magistrates, in the 
months of April, May, and June ! 
i^-^These inflictions of corporal jjunishment 
are' in addition to the solitary confinement 
in loathsome cells, to which they are sub- 
ject, at the will of their masters ; the loss 
of time in shape of fines to the estates to 
which they belong ; the cruel discipline of 
the penal gang and the workhouse, where 
women are not only compelled to labor on 
the treadmill, but are often brutally flogged ; 
and numerous other modes of injury and 
suffering to which they are exposed by 
colonial ingenuity. 

What have we gained for our twenty 
millions 2 



RESOLUTIONS OF SEVERAL ASSOCIATED BODIES ON THE SUBJECT 

OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 



At the Annual Meeting of the South 
Devon Congregational Union, held at Tot- 
oes, July 14th, 1836, it was moved by the 
Rev. (reorge Smith, of Plymouth ; se- 
conded by the Rev. W. Whillans, of 
Beeralston, and unanimously resolved. 

That this Association highly esteems the 
spiritual advantages arising from the fraternal 
intercourse subsisting between }the Congre- 
gational churches of this country, (and the 
Congregational and Presbyterian Churches 
of America, and rejoices at the religious li- 
berty enjoyed by the Transatlantic Churches, 
and the amount of prosperity with which 
they are favoured : at the same time fidelity 
and integrity require that we express, in the 
spirit of Christian love, our deep abhor- 
rence of Americjm Slavery ; lament that so 
many churches in that land participate, 
directly or indirectly, in the enormous guilt 
of lioul.ng in unna*ural ;!nd unrigliteous 



bondage the bodies of their fellow-men and 
fellow-Christians ; and earnestly express 
the hope that our brethren, thus implicated, 
will speedily renounce the evil, and employ 
their influence in the State Legislatures to 
effect the total abolition of Slavery. 

That a copy of the above Resolution be 
published in the " Patriot" Newspaper, and 
be sent to the London Congregational 
Union, and the American Anti-Slr.verv 
Society. 

GEoncB Smith. Jse^^tari 



ries. 



At a Public Meeting of the Inhabitants 
of Bradford and its vicinity, assembled on 
Tuesday Evening, September 6th, 1836, at 
the Friends' iNIeeting-House, to receive in- 
formation respecting Slavery in America, 
and to consider the propriety of adopting a 
Remonstrance to the American nation; 
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The American Slave. 



Tho", Rev. G. S. Bull, Incumbent of 
Byerley, in the Chair. It wjis resolved, 

1 . That this Meeting deeply regrets to 
lesurn that in the United States of America, 
upwards of Two Millions of our fellow- 
creatures are subjected to the degradation of 
personal slavery, and the miseries of a do- 
mestic slave-trade. 

2. That a Remonstrance signed on be- 
half of thh town and neighbourhood by the 
Chairman of the Meeting, be addressed to 
the American nation, and that it be forward- 
ed to the American Anti-slavery Society for 
publication. 

3. That the remonstrance now to be read 
by the Chairman shall be adopted by this 
meeting. 



At a Tjleeting held at Exeter Hall, on 
Thursday, August 18, 1836, Richard Peek, 
Esq., late High Sheriff of London and 
Middlesex, in the chair, the following reso- 
lutions were passed : — 

That tliis meeting have heard with the 
deepest sorrow and indignation, of the en- 
slavement in the United States of America, 
of more than two millions of the population 
of that country, and of the prevalence of 
a domestic slave-trade, attended by circum- 
stances of the most revolting cruelty ; and 
that they regard such guilty practices, 



amongst a people otherwise free and ex- 
alted, as a flagrant violation of the princi- 
ples set forth in their declaration of inde- 
pendence, a shameless outrage on the spirit 
and principles of the gospel, and subversive 
in their tendency of the freedom, civiliza- 
tion, and happiness of the human race. 

That this meeting rejoice in the formation 
of the American Anti-Slavery Society, and 
tender to its president, officers, and mem- 
bers, the expression of their fraternal re- 
gards and Christian sympathies. That they 
contemplate with unfeigned satisfaction the 
rapid multiplication of effective auxiliary 
associations, already amounting to six hun- 
dred, based on the doctrine of the essential 
sinfulness of slavery, and the consequent 
duty of immediate and unconditional eman- 
cipation. And that whilst they would en- 
courage the Abolitionists of the United 
States to stedfast continuance and increased 
exertions in their great work, they would 
offer them their cordial and zealous co-ope- 
ration. 

That this meeting hail with delight the 
safe return of their distinguished country- 
man, George Thompson, to his native land, 
and respectfully offer hijji their warm and 
grateful acknowledgments for his philan- 
thropic and self-denying labors in the United 
States of America,, in behalf of their suffer- 
ing and oppressed fellow-mea. 



THE AMERICAN SLAVE. 



Land of the brave ! thy hallowed shore 

Is stained with tints of blood. 
And human cries are wafted o'er 

Thy deep blue ocean flood. 
Hark ! from the fields where freedom fought 

And heroes bled to save 
The ark of liberty, are heard 

The moanings of the slave '. 

Torn from his dear domestic heartli. 

Far on a distant strand. 
He often casts a longing eye 

Towards his father-land ; 
And as the blue wave at his feet 

Scatters its snow-white foam. 
He loves to think that it has washed 

The border of his home. 

The sun, just rising to his'view. 

Has beamed upon his cot,. 
Yet bears no message from that shore 

To cheer his gloomy lot. 
The breeze that fans his pallid cheek, 

Has floated o'er his home. 
Yet only wafts the fancied sighs 

Uf those who bid him come ; 



What is his lot 1 Unheard-of woe ! 

Always to love and part ! 
To feel the lash, to bear the blow. 

The rending of the heart ! 
To see delights he cannot share ! 

To feast, and yet to crave ! 
To hoist the flag of liberty. 

Yet live and die a slave ! 

He lives upon a Christian shore. 

Enslaved by Christian men ! 
'Tis they who o'er his tawny neck 

Have bound the iron chain. 
O God of mercy ! let thy voice 

Thy truth and love proclaim j 
Nor may the tyrants of their race 

Disgrace thy holy name. 

Rouse thee, Columbia, in tliy might ; 

Thy tarnished glory save ; 
Bid every subject of thy sway 

No longer be a slave. 
So shall one song to heaven arise 

In sacred harmony. 
And echo through the vaulted skies 

The shout of liberty. 

H. W. 




latlitirf lit Itwtrifa* 
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WHAT CAN BRITISH CHRISTIANS DO TOWARDS THE 
EXTINCTION OF AMERICAN SLAVERY? 

No. II. 

In a former paper, tlic importance of making the condition of tlie 
slave, and the efforts now in progress for his liberation, a matter of con- 
stant prayer, was pointed out. In addition to this, there are many 
obvious methods of aiding in this great and noble undertaking. 

We can bear oar testimony ar/ainst the crime of slavery in oar p7^imte 
correspondence. So intimate is the relation between this country and 
America, that there is scarcely a family of any extent and standing, but 
what lias some connexion, either commorcia!, social, or religious, with 
families on the other side of the Atlantic. Our brethren, our sisters, oar 
friends, our correspondents are there ; and, as Americans, are deeply 
involved in the guilt of slavery. Only calculate for a moment what 
would be the amount of pressure upon the moral feelings of the American 
people, were the whole of our intercourse with them seasoned by strong 
anti-slavery principles and appeals ! Reason, remonstrate, rebuke ! Tell 
the man of the world that, in every enlightened government, among peo- 
ple who know how to value freedom without playing the tyrant, that he is 
proverbially the object of scorn and contempt! Tell the politican who 
pleads for slavery, that his juridical authority is based on the subverted 
rights and liberties of others ! Take the men of education and refinement 
to the rivers where lie buried the prirfting-presses, consigned there for no 
other crime, tlian holding up their deeds of darkness to the gaze of the 
world. Ask them, if an American is afraid of a printing-press ? And, if 
writing to a professor of religion, appeal to his reason, to his conscience, to 
his principles, to his fcelings, to his obligations, to the standard of right 
and wrong that lies before him, and especially to that anticipated judg- 
ment where master and slave, the oppressor and the oppressed, Avill stand 
in perfect equality, and where each will be judged by one standard. Many 
of them will doubtless tell you, that they are no slaveholders, they have 

O 
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no dealings in tlie flosh and blood of tlicir fellow-creatures ; but do not be 
satisfied Avltli this general answer. ^Vsk them, if they are constantly 
renionstratiuLi; with those that have such dealinus : if there he not in their 
veins any lurking prejudice against color; if they have united heart and 
hand with that devoted band of pliilanthropists who are seeking tlie eman- 
cipation of the ensUived, aiul the deliverance of their country from, the 
crime and the curse of slavery. There arc tens of thousands whom, to 
accuse of neutrality or iiidilference on tlie subject of slavery, would 
scarcely be consistent with justice — wlio in heart thoroughly hate the sys- 
tem, and who, in public and in private, will inveigh against it, as loud 
and as eloquent as could be desired, Avho yet wiwxi tliat vivid sense of the 
enormity of the evil, which induces active and puljlic efforts for its removal. 
They love peace and order more than they hate slavery. They will pray 
and talk against it with all their hearts ; but they consider it an evil best 
eradicated by the silent operation of conviction, by the diffusion of more 
correct sentiments, and reiterated appeals to the understanding and judg- 
ment. 

This is tlie predicament of the far greater portion of professing Chris- 
tians in the free states of the Union ; and it is upon the heru't and con- 
science of this class of Christians, that our most powerful and incessant 
appeals must be prcsseu. These arc tlie men that have, in a grciit mea- 
sure, the destiny of the slave at their disposal. Could they be disposed 
to join heart and hand iii active attempts at the annihilation of the sys- 
tem, Slavery would receive a wound from which it could never survive. 
It is the comparative torpor of this part of society, that forms tlie 
most formidable impediments to the progress of tlie anti-shivery cause. 
This quiescence is the atmosphere, the very element in which the slave 
tyrant exists. lie does riot ask for patronage ; all ho asks is to be let 
alone, lie can endure your appeals to his heart; for the system under 
Avhich he lives has hardened it. You may assail his concicnce, for it has 
been already seared. The influence which British Christians can hope to 
- secure, must be \vith those Avho, in, practice and sympathy, stand aloof 
from the system. They cannot hope for any access, or at least, for any 
available access, to those whose sensibilities are already blunted by t'iie 
abominations of slavery : they nuist compass tlieir object by a less direct, 
but not less available process. From this time, let no letter from a British 
Christian cross the Atlantic which does not rdlude in strouL^ and stirring- 
accents to the ciime under which our Christian brethren in America are 
suffering — brethren who are our examples and patterns in iilmost everything 
but this canker-worm at the root of her institutions, Avhich defaces the 
lieauty of her character, and impairs the cfliciency of her labours. 

Again : Lei iiiforiiiallou- respeclirn/ the rcrQV(/s ami suferimjs of the 
sla.te hi spread alroad in every direction. Let his groans be borne on 
every wind that blows, and heard in every civilized dwelling. Let the 
tyrant, when he inflicts his merciless stripes on his victim, imagine that the 
( v(s of the world arc u])on him; that, when tearing the child from the 
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fond maternal cmLraco, or the liiisband from liis wife, or the fiither from 
his offspring — tlie linger of scorn is pointed at him from a thousand hands, 
and reprobation uttered from ten thousand tongues. Let lura know that 
his deeds of cruelt}', Jiowever shielded by the darlcnoss and solitude around 
Ivim, M'iil be re-echoed by tlie faitlrful press, and wiil be transmitted to every 
civilized portion of the globe ; and that while a sigh of commiseration is 
Iieaved at the unmerited wrongs of the captive, the dark frown of execration 
will be cast upon his unjust and merciless oppressor. If there be ona 
nation under heaven that ctui bear up amidst the scorn and derision of jtho 
civilized ^vorld, that nation most surely is not America. The frame-work 
cf all its institutions is erected on the basis of public opinion. It was pub- 
lic opinion that matured and consolidated their laws and social polity ; it is 
public opinion which preserves them in exercise and health. To suppose 
that its legislators and public men are perfectly indifferent to the opinion and 
practices of other nations, and that its institutions, being the concentration 
;ind collection of materials within itself, is therefore inde2)endent and disso- 
ciated from all the world around, is just as opposed to reason as it is to 
fact. However national vanity may for awhile vaunt itself, for any man to 
imagine that this is an adequate substitute for the appi-obation and esteem 
of the wise and good in other nations, is just as irrational as to mistake 
bluster fer braverv. and a irood opinion of one's self the surest basis, and 
best reward of virtue. No : the truth, the Avhole truth, must be told. The 
eye and the ear must not be so filled witli the fancy paintings and poetic 
descriptions of the American character ; of the freedom of her institutions ; 
the am})litude of her territory and resources ; the extent of her voluntary 
efforts for the spread of religion : — w^e must bo permitted to look on the 
other side of the picture. We must know that these free, these noble- 
spirited, these philanthropic men arc slave-holders ; that tliey buy and sell 
their fello^v-creatures, men and women like themselves — separated only by 
a different tint of complexion ; that they barter the beings made in the 
image of God, the purchase of a Saviour's suflPerings, the heirs of immor- 
tality, just as cattle in the fields, or as implements of husbandry. These 
things must be told ; the father must tell it to his children ; we must sigh 
over it in our social circles ; we must reprobate it on our platforms, and 
from our pulpits. And those who are susceptible of no higher motive, 
must be shamed out of practices fit only for a nation of savages, and an 
age of barbarity.'"' 

Another "\^■ay in which we may contribute towards the downfall of Ameri- 

* Tlie writer is perfectly nwure, that to identify these practices with the whole of the 
American repiihlic, would be t;ros3 defamation. Ilapj)i!y it is not the I'act. Slavery has 
been abandoned in one Jialf of tiie States. No American, however, feeling, as he ought 
to do, the degradation and gdlli of the practice, will take oiibnce, that what is acknow- 
ledged by all to be deplorably prevalent, should be predicated as attaching to the national 
character. 
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can slavery, is 0^ affording countenance and encouragement to the hand of 
holy and devoted men who have confederated for the accompUshnicnt of this 
object. For this tlicy naturally look. If slavery was so thoroughly abomi- 
nated by us, that M'o -were ready to buy it off at the cost of twenty millions 
of national money, surely, having accomplished this work, wc can afford a 
little unexpensive encouragement to those who are engaged in a similar 
struggle. And let us remember, that their battle is fought in the very camp 
of the enemy ; ours was on neutral ground. The hazards and sacrifices 
which these Avarm-hearted friends of the slave are making, are beyond all 
powers of calculation. In many instances family ties are dissolved, worldly 
prospects are blighted, character is defamed, and all but lite sacrificed ; and 
how long this solitary exception Avill be allowed, is known only to an 
Omniscient Being. We have sent our representatives to the American 
Churches ; but they disappointed us : they did not exhibit our sentiments 
and feelings on the question of slavery. Our alliances in future must not 
be with American Christians as Baptists, or Congregationalists, or Presby- 
terians, as with those who, at any sacrifice, and in the face of all hazards, 
have determined to wash their hands of this foul, this blood-stained abomi- 
nation. 

The character of the active agents in the American anti-slavery cause 
has been grossly defamed ; and, among the abettors of slavery, this was 
to be expected. To be abused from such quarters is equivalent to praise. 
And that they should attempt to abuse the public mind in Great Britain, 
was also to be expected ; that they should employ representatives and lec- 
turers for this object, was not beyond the bounds of probability ; but we 
will not join in the hue and cry. Our estimate of the men shall be taken 
from the cause in which they are engaged, and the zeal and prudence Avith 
Avhich they urge it forward ; and by this criterion, we arc prepared to 
" esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake." The exertions 
and the success of the American Anti-Slavery Societies arc truly wonderful 
— -they have no parallel in the history of modern revolutions. It is not 
much more than four years since, that what may be esteemed the thorough 
anti-slavery spirit, was the inhabitant of one solitary breast — a man who 
gave up a heart of no ordinary texture, and an intellect of no mean capa- 
city, to this single object, denying himself everything but the barest neces- 
saries of life, that he might most effectually serve the cause of the oppressed 
and down-trodden slave. From this centre it has diffused itself Avith an 
energy and rapidity almost incredilde ; and Avhich Avould be almost beyond 
the limits of possibility in any other state of society than that existing in 
the republican States of America, Avhere aristocratical prejudices have no 
existence, and offer no resistance to the tide of public opinion and feeling. 
The principles upon Avhich their operations are conducted, have been suffi- 
ciently developed in the preceding pages of this Avork : and their success 
has corresponded Avitli the siniplicity of their aim, and the energy Avith 
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wliicli tliey liave carried it out. At the present time, more than 20,000 
members have attached themselves to the society, of v/hom more than 
2000 are ministers of the gospel, of all denominations of Christians. By 
a recent account, fifty itinerant lecturers are constantly employed in pleading 
its cause, and strengthening its hold upon the public mind ; and it is only 
for the Society to continue its efforts with the same untiring energy for 
a very few years, and it must operate such a revolution in public opinion, 
that not all the force of ignorant prejudice, nor the pride of arbitrary 
power, nor the love of unjust gain, can stand before it. To aid them in 
this ■\vaifare, they naturally look to the Christians of Great Britain, for 
countenance and encouragement ; nor shall they look in vain. Whatever 
impulse can be given by the sympathy of many minds, and the concentra- 
tion of many prayers, "will be awarded them ; their exertions will be 
watched Avith untiring patience, and when it shall please the Great Disposer 
of events to crown their labours with success, as they most certainly will 
be, when he shall have "broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his 
shoulder, and the rod of his oppressor ;" then shall our congi'atulations and 
our praises arise with theirs, to " Ilim that hath delivered the poor that 
cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help him. " 

Castle Street. II. 



AMERICAN AND BlllTISH METHODISTS. 

In our number for September, we gave an account of the Annual Meeting of 
the p]piscopal Methodists at Cincinnati, in ]\Tay last ; and expressed a hope that 
the Weslcyans of this country would honestly and fearlessly discharge their 
duty in reprobating the course tlicn adoiDtcd. The intimate connexion sub- 
sisting between the ]\Iethodists of Britain and those of America, rendered it im- 
l^crativc on the former to protest in strong, though courteous and Christian 
terms, against the resolution of their brethren to lend themselves to the support 
of a system whicli, being founded on fraud and impiety, involves a greater mass 
of sin and wretchedness than any other crime which is perpetrated on earth. 

W e have now obtained the Minutes of Conference, and shall proceed to lay 
before our readers a fair statement of what has been done. In order that the 
language of the English Conference may be rightly estimated, we shall extract 
from the Address of the American brethren, the passage which relates to slavery; 
simply premising that their reference to " the perplexing question" was founded 
on a previous communication from England. 

" In common witli sister-denominations of Christians in our country, we have been less 
or more agitated with tlie perplexing question of negro slavery. And, althougli we re- 
ceive with respectful deference what you, as our elder bretliren, have said to us in rela- 
tion to this question, yet we are assured, that from the known prudence by which your 
body has ever been distinguished, had you been as well acquainted witli this subject as 
wo are — could you have viewed it in all its asjjects, as it presents itself to us who are in 
the midst of it, interwoven as it is in many of the State-Constitutions, and left to their 
disposal by the Civil Compact which binds us together as a natioii, and thus put beyond 
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tlie power of legislation by the General Government, as well as the control of Ecclesias- 
tical Bodies — ■could you have critically analyzed its various ramifications in our country, 
so as to have perceived all its delicate relations to the church, to the several States, and 
to the Government of the United States — we cannot doubt that, while expressiu"- vour 
decided disapprobation of the system of slavery itself, your tone of sympathy for us 
would have been deeper and more pathetic. While on this subject, it may be pertinent 
to remark, that of the coloured po])ulation in the southern and south-western States, tlieru 
are not less than seventy thousand in our Church-membership ; and tiiat, in addition to 
those Vv-ho are mingled with our white congregations, we have several pros[)erous Missions 
exclusively for their spiritual benefit, which have been, and are still owned of God, to 
the conversion of many ju'ecious souls. On the plantations of the south and soutli-west, 
our devoted IMissionaries are labouring for the salvation of the slaves, catechising their 
children, and bringing all within their influence, as far as possible, to the saving know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ ; and we need hardly add, that we shall most gladly avail ourselves, 
as we have ever done, of all the means in our power to [)romote their best interests." 

This language, it must be aclsuowlcdgcd, is sufficiently evasive and jesuitical; 
and its cniployment in such a comnutuicatiou may be conf;idered as equivalent 
to a direct rejection of tlic counsel tliey liad received. They dared not say^ in 
so man}' words, that they were wedded to the diabolical system, and would 
maintain it. They knew enough of tlie tcmjier of their ''elder brethren" to 
abstain from this ; but co^culating on their ignorance, they i")lead a variety of 
considerations, no one of which has anything to do with their conduct as indivi- 
duals. After all that they urge, it yet remains indisputable that every slave- 
holder amongst them might manimiit liis slaves ; and that all, whether slave- 
holders or not, might emplo}' their influence in returning to the Legislature such 
representatives as would erase from the Statute-book every vestige of that bar- 
barous code by which a large section of the human family is doomed to the 
■vilest degradation and the most abject wretchedness. But this they have not 
done ; this they will not do ; agtdnst this they arc resolved, come what changes 
tliere may. Their language, barely respectful, and exceedingly brief, proclaims 
them, so far as this department of their conduct is concerned, the sworn enemies 
of human rights, unmoved alike by the authority of God, the love of Christ, and 
the unutterable sorrows of their fellow-men. 

The Rev. Dr. Fisk was present at the English Conference, as a representative 
of the American brethren, and is referred to in high terms of commendation in 
the answer returned to tlieir address. Of the p'-. jonal qualities of this gentle- 
man, it is not our province to speak. We refer to him simply as the representa- 
tive of a large and influential religious body, deputed at a time of peculiar 
excitement, to advocate their views, and to do jtistice to their character before 
their English brethren. We feel therefore at perfect liberty to inquire, what are 
his views on the question which was the most exciting subject of correspondence, 
and respecting which his constituents must have expected that discussions would 
take place at Birmingham. Now we haT)pen to know something of Dr. Fisk's 
standing in America, having re.' ntly met with a letter of his, dated Aug. ^31, 
1835, and printed in the Zion's Herald, just before liis departure for this country. 
In this letter, he speaks out — he makes no secret of his hostility to the Abolition 
movement ; but earnestly implores his brethren, as perhaps the hist favour he 
may have an opportunity' of requesting from them, to cease to agitate the church 
and 'the world on the -subject. In the course of his letter he introduces an 
extract from a communication received from one wliom he terms '*a clergyman 
of our own church of high standing," in the course of which the writer says, 



Amerkan and British Methodisis. 



103 



Speaking- of the Soutli,* " All agree that disunion and civil war arc slight evils 
coniiiared to the ceaseless al;iruis and occasional tragedies, to which such pub- 
lications (those of the 7\nti-skvery Society) expose us. Mercy to the slave, 
and justice to the master, equally reipiire the adoption of decisive measures. 
You will see the results of this. The negroes must be subjected to more rigor- 
ous discipline, their privileges curtailed, their congregations disturbed, their im- 
provement stayed, their Christian teachers silenced ; for these privileges are very 
capable of being perverted to ruinous purposes. And then the men of the 
North will anat.heniati/e us for measures which they force us, against our wishes, 
to adopt. Your legislatures cannot, if they would, control the press. Congress 
cannot exclude these incendiru-y papers froni the mail. The South must and 
will raise a barrier upon the Potomac — we mmt do it, as we love our wives, our 
children, our God." 

Such are the atrocious sentiments to which a president of a college, and a 
minister of religion, can give utterance, in the coolness and conlldence of epis- 
tolary communication. Instead of repenting of, and abandoning, their sins, the 
slave-holders of the South, the ministers, and deacons, and church-members, 
whose hands arc stained with negro blood, owe it to their God to increase the 
burdens of their bondmen, and to withdraw from them the small pittance of 
consolation which religion is permitted to aftbrd. Foul impiety this, under 
whatever garb its enormity may be concealed ! 

But what are Dr. Fisk's comments on this letter of a "clergyman of high 
standing ?" Does he indulsc an honest indignation at the barbarity and wicked- 
ncss of his correspondent's threatening .i* Does he protest in the name of rehgion 
and humanity against the adoption of measures so manifestly hostile to the dic- 
tates of duty, and the benevolent spirit of the gospel ? Our readers shall judge 
for themselves. " This, brcUiren," he says, " is a specimen of the feelings of 
the South. Say, if you will, it is a wrong and erroneous feeling, still it exists ; 
it is universal, and the conseriuences ma}- be foreseen without any great share of 
prophetic vision. Unless this misguided and delusive course should be relin- 
quished, the country is ruined. And when Northern Abolitionists have accom- 
plished their work of desolation over the fairest portion of the political and 
ecclesiastical world, who will there be to raise the song of triiunph ? None but 
demons below, and despots on earth. The abolitionists themselves, when they 
see the result of their own blind and obstinate measures, will join in the general 
lament. And their sorrow will be the more poignant, because their own hands 
will have done the deed. 1 hope, and pray, and trust, however, that this event 
will not be ; that the great body of the people Avill see the impropriety of the 
course pursued, and that the strength of public sentiment will put an end to this 
most thriftless and ill-timed Northern agitation on the question of Southern 
slavery." 

Such remarks appended to such an extract, need no conuncnt. Such then was 
the tenor of the connunnieation, and such were the anti-abolition seiuiments of 
the delegate, sent by the American i\lethodists to their brethren in this country. 
Let us now turn to the Knglish Conference. 

Their re])ly to the Auieriean address is now before us, and we frankly declare, 
that it does not, in oiu- judgment, couw up to what the occasion re<iuired. It 
contains mucli that is excellent, and what would be suitable in the lirst eom- 
numication on such a sul>ject. lUit as an an.swc-r t*; an eviisive, and we hesitate 

* The writer rcfcn eil to is, wo liclicve, the Ilcv. Dr. Olin, president of the Randolph Macon Collcgo 

in iht! State of Virgini;). 
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not to say, an irreligious and lij^pocriticul letter, it is open to serious exception. 
The law of Christian duty ouglit to have been pressed home with more pungency ; 
and the manifest and awful inconsistency of the course persisted in, with the 
profession made, have been pointed out in strong terms of condemnation. 
There is too much tenderness expressed towards the slave-liolder ; the diflicul- 
tics and trials of whose situation arc so adverted to as to constitute an opiate to 
his conscience, rather than a healthy stimulant to vigorous action. Soft and 
measured lanffuao-e, which trembles on tlie tongue when assuming anything like 
the form of reproof, is not the style in which an enormous evil that degrades one 
section or the human family and brutalizes another, should be adverted to. The 
enunciation of general principles in such a case is not sufficient to meet the 
claims of Christian duty. It would have been more befitting to have mingled 
the earnest and beseeching entreaties of Christian affection, jealous for the repu- 
tation of offending brethren, with an explicit declaration of what the laws of 
Christ and the claims of humanity required. But we will enable our readers to 
judge for themselves, simply adding, that we have penned these remarks in no 
uncandid or censorious spirit ; but from a deep conviction of the importance 
which attaches to the communications of so extended and influential a body as 
are the Wesleyan Methodists of this country. 

" We regret," say the Conference, "that the allusion in our epistle of last year to the 
subject of slavery, should have occasioned you either pain or embarrassment. We claimed 
no right to suggest any thing to you on this confessedly difficult question, beyond what 
our fraternal lelationship would warrant ; a privilege of friendship which we should as 
freely concede to you as exercise ourselves ; and we utterly disclaim all responsibility for 
aiiy other kind of foreign interference Avith your views and feelings, which may liave 
been exerted From any other quarter. We were aware, dear bretluen, of the peculiar trials 
to which the evils of slavery have subjected you ; and our sympathy with you was most 
sincere. But being called upon to address you at a time when tlie blessings of emancipa- 
tion had been secured to our own slave-population, and when the question, as we knew, 
occupied much public attention in America, especially amongst religious men, we con- 
sidered it our duty to give our moral weight in support of those views which v^-ere held 
by our great Founder ; which have repeatedly been professed by the British Conference ; 
and which, indeed, have been for many years avowed in your own Book of Discipline 
and other public documents, and are, we believe, in strict accordance with our merciful 
and righteous Christianity.* Into the details of any measures of emancipation we did 
not enter ; but, in conformity with our well-kno\ra sentiments, intended to affirm the prin- 
ciple, that slavery is a system of oppressive evil, and is in direct opposition to the spirit 
of our divine religion ; and we hoped that the time had arrived, when our beloved sister- 
Connexion in America would be prepared to act on these sentiments, and receive our 
suffrages with approving cordiality. Slavery, in itself, is so obviously opposed to the 
immutable principles of justice, to the inalienable rights of man. of whatever color or 

* " The following is an extract from the American ' Book of Discipline :' — 

*' Q. What shall be done for the extirpation of the evil of slavery ! 

" A. 1. We declare that v;e are as much ;is ever convinced of the great evil of slavery ; 
therefore no slave-holder shall bo eligible to any oihcial station in our church liereafter, 
wbere tlie laws of the State in which lie lives will admit of emancipation, and jiermit the 
liberated slave to enjoy i'reedoiii. 

'"■Z, NVlien any J ni veiling Preacher becomes an owner of a slave or slaves, b}^ any 
means, he shall forfeit hit, ministerial character in our church, unless he execute, it it be 
practicable, a legal emancipation of such slaves, contbrrnably to the laws of the State in 
which he lives. 

" 3. All our Freacliers shall })rudently enforce upon our memheris the necessity of 
teaching their slaves to read the word of Uod ; and to allow them time to attend upon the 
public worship of God on our regular days of divine service." 
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condition, to the social and civil improvement and happiness of the human family, to the 
principles and precepts of Christianity, and to the full accomplislunent of the merciful 
designs of the Gospel, that we cannot hut consider it the duty of the Christian church to 
bear an unequivocal testimony against a system wliich involves so much sin against God, 
and so much oppression and wrong inflicted on an unoffending race of our fellow-men. 

" In common with others, the ^Vesleyan Conference, and generally the people of tlieir 
charge, took this course during the discussion of the question of emancipation in our own 
beloved country. The force of Christian principle, peaceably but firmly maintained, and 
legitimately urged, has overcome every difficulty. The black and coloured population of 
our own colonies have entered into u state of freedom ; and the inestimable advantages of 
religious liberty have been secured on the basis of an equal toleration. The Conference 
has the means of knowing that the blessing of God has been graciously vouchsafed to this 
act of national justice, in the extension of the Gospel, in the conversion of great nmnbers 
of the negroes, and in the improved state of society in the colonies. 

" As it must always be the duty of Christian ministers and churches, not only to em- 
body the principles of their holy religion in their formularies of doctrine and codes of 
discipline, but also to act upon tliem, the Wesleyan Conference of tliis country trust that 
their American brethren may be enabled, by the constant avowal of tiie great principle of 
emancipation, to direct and urge forward their people to unite in tlie tndy Christian enter- 
prise of conferring on the slave-population of the United States the inestimable benefits 
of civil and religious freedom. 

In assuming tlie right of mildly, but firmly, pressing such sentiments on public atten- 
tion, the Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America cannot, any more 
than ourselves, be chargeable with an inconsistent zeal. Whilst the Methodist Connexion 
in England zealously concurred in adopting measures to secure the emancipation of the 
slaves in the W est Indies, they at the same time supported one of the most extended and 
expensive Missions of modern times, in order to prepare them for the boon. We are 
aware that our brethren in America have, in like manner, by their Itinerant and Mission- 
ary labours, done much in conferring the blessings of religious instruction on the slave- 
population of their country ; and surely the men who have thus laid the foundation for a 
peaceful state of society, founded on freedom, cannot but have the right to recommend 
and support all proper and lawful measures for the consummation of their own great work. 

" But in addition to these inferior considerations, the Conference cannot but avow its 
conviction that in all cases it is most safe, and in the end most advantageous, that Chris- 
tian churches should act on the principle of religious obligation and duty. And although 
it deeply deplores that the IMethodists of the United States should be exposed to incon- 
venience, obloquy, or danger, by the assertion of right sentiments on this subject ; yet as 
the evil of slavery does exist there, — as they are brought into immediate contact with it, 
• — as they are called, in the order of divine Providence, to maintain their long-published 
and scriptural testimony against it, even in the midst of this state of things, — and as the 
progress of events renders it impossible, even if it were lawful, that they should be 
neutral, — the British Conference trusts tliat it will not be considered as in any way ex- 
ceeding the privileges of the fraternal relation existing between the two parties, when it 
expresses its anxious and earnest hope that our American brethren will feel it their duty, 
in union with other Christians, to adopt such measures as may lead to the safe and speedy 
emancipation of the whole slave-population of their great and interesting country." 



AN AFFECTING NARRATIVE. 

" The following facts were related in my tliat of liis wife ; but his children, several 

hearing by a man of colour from one of the of them, have been taken away from him, 

.Southern states. This man has, by some and sold, Jie knows not where. He proves 

means, purchased his own freedom, and himself, to the satisfaction of all who have 
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intercourse with Lira, to be a humble dis- 
ciple of Jesus. I will give the fucts, as 
nearly as possible, in his own words : — 

" • I had a little boy about eleven years 
old. One night, as he cariie home, he said 
to me, * Father, the constable has been 
measuring me to-day.' ' Measuring you,* 
said I, 'what does that meanV 'I don't 
know,' said he. ' He nieo^ured me about 
my body, and then he measured how high I 
was. I am afraid, father, they are going to 
sell me.' ' I tried,' said the poor father, 
* not to think of it ; but the next morning, 
soon after I went to my work, a little boy 
came running up to me, crying out, ' John is 
gone, yonder they are taking him ofl" now.' 
I went after them, and when I came near, 
my dear babe reached out his hands to me, 
and said, ' Father, I'm gone. Can't you do 
something for me V At this, the man who 
was taking him away, gave him a kick, and 
kicked him along the road ; and I have not 
seen my dear child, or heard of him. from 
that day to this. I could do notliing to 
help him. It hurts me to think of it.' " 

Here he wept. Never in my life has my 
heart been so agonized at any deed of man, 
as when I heard tliis grey-headed fatlier 
give this simple relation. ' 1 had a daughter 
also,' said the poor old man, ' who was mar- 
ried, and had one child. One day a car- 
iiage drove up to the door, and took her in, 
with her child ; and carried tliem on board 
a vessel then lying at tlie wharf, about to 
sail. As soon as 1 heard of it, I went after 
them. Wlien I went to go on board, they 
pushed me back, but some one standing by 
said, ' That's too bad ; let the old man see 
his daughter.' 1 then Avent on board, and 
my poor child threw her anus about my 
neck, and said, * Father, I'm gone.' " Here 
the old man's sobs prevented his utterance j 
but he recovered himself sufficiently to say, 
" I have not seen or heard of my child 
since. Her husband heard of it, and went 
to the vessel ; but they drew a dirk upon 
him, and Avould not allow him to go on 
board. Oh,' said the old man, as the tears 
streamed from his eyes, 'it hurts me every 



time I think of it.' Probably, it would 
hurt a slave-holder to suffer such wrongs, 
and the best of them could be no more in- 
jured by them than tliis poor disciple of 
Christ." 

" This man has (if I recollect the num- 
ber), six children sold into helpless servi- 
tude, he knows not where. Three remained 
with him, and these, some months ago, were 
bought up by a notorious firm of slave- 
dealers, and slii{)ped for the southern mar- 
ket. Here the old man felt that he had lost 
his all ; and the distress of his wife, ' who 
wept,' to use his language, ' as though her 
heart would burst/ drove him with great re- 
luctance, after endeavouring to put his trust 
in God, to state his case to some pious 
friends, and ask if something could not be 
done for him. A minister of tlie Gospel, 
who was affected to tears at the old man's 
recital, went to the slave-dealers, and inter- 
ceded for him. They at length consented, 
that if the poor fatlier himself could raise 
tlie money in one week (amounting to consi- 
derably more than two thousand dollars), he 
might have his own children, i. e. tlie ones 
last taken away. Perhaps they considered 
the question settled, as they would consent 
to no other conditions, and regarded it as 
impossible for tlie father to do as tliey pro- 
posed. He lifted his cries to (jod, however, 
and they were heard, and friends raised up, 
■who gave him some few hundred dollars, 
and at length made him a loan of what re- 
mained, amounting to eighteen hundred, on 
condition that it should be paid in two years. 
If at that time it remains unpaid, the chil- 
dren are to be sold to pay it. The poor 
fatlier is now, with much diffidence and 
great embarrassment, stating his case to the 
pious and benevolent, and asking their aid, 
that his children may not again be sold into 
bondage. If any heart is opened by this 
statement to do any thing for him, informa- 
tion can be obtained ies])ecting him at the 
Anti-slavery Office in this city, or by ad- 
dressing a line to the writer of ib\6." — llev. 
Charles FUch's 4th of July Address, in Pine 
Street Chxirch, Boston. 



The above was read. a few days since, by Mr. George Beed, of Deep River, Connec- 
ticut, to the Sabbath School in the Baptist Church in tliat place ; and on tlie succeeding 
sabbath, ten dollars were contributed to aid in ransoming these American citizens from 
slavery. j\Ir. Reed has made tlie amount twelve dollars, and left it at the Anti-slavery 
Office in this city to be forwarded to the coloured man. His name is Burdett Washing- 
ton. The editor of the Christian Secretary, Hartford, Connecticut, vouches for his good 
character; says, tliat "he has long been a member of a Baptist Church in Alexandria, 
Va. ; is earnestly commended to the generosity of the public :" and that " his is, 
indeed, a tale of woe." — Any sums left for liim at'tlve Anti-Slavery Office in this city will 
he duly forwarded. — Ed. Eman. 
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LETTER OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE BAPTIST UNION, TO 
, THE BOARD OP THE TRIENNIAL CONVENTION OF BAPTIST 
CHURCHES IN THE UNITED STATES. 

London, Sept. 13, 188G. . 

Dear Brethren. — The letter of April last, addressed by you, on Lcliaif of the 
Convention, to the union of Baptist churches in Great Britain, arrived in suffi- 
cient time to be read at one of the meetings of this body in June ; and we have 
the opportunity of giving you the most emphatic assurance, therefore, that it 
^vas received in a spirit of fervent Christian love and delight. We feel tliat we 
love you, because of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ towards you, and 
because of his image in you; most earnestly do wc pray, that the one may 
become daily more perfect, and the other more abundant. 

We acknowledge, that yon take a correct view of the position which we 
occupy, and the warfare to which we are called. We have to contend " with 
usages and opinions time-hallowed, and endeared by a thousand cherished recol- 
lections, and to break down barriers guarded by an interested and powerful 
hierarchy." It is of the highest moment, that we should gird ourselves 
for the conflict, in the strength and in the spirit of Christ. The weapons of 
our warfare arc not carnal, neither should our temper be secular. We are 
not permitted to doubt, that spiritual weapons shall be mighty through 
God, to pull down strong holds. Pray for us, that, in all our exertions, we 
may both aim at his glory, and promote it. With gratitude to God we can 
say, that the internal mischief to which you have alluded, is sensibly on the 
declhie. 

Though grateful, we are not surprised, to learn that our deputed brethren 
acquired among you " a deep personal regard." We take this opportunity of 
repeating our acknowledgments (already publicly expressed) of the kind and 
courteous manner in which they were received. May we be permitted, also, to 
express our sincere regret, that we had not the pleasure of welcoming to our 
assemblies a deput(ition in return ! 

You have solicited " the continuance of our correspondence from year to 
year." And you have solicited it upon terms most frank and honourable. You 
" entreat" us, " as we also entreat you," not only to assist you with our " coun- 
sel," but, " as faithful brethren, to remind you" of any " danger" to which we 
may deem you to be exposed ; and as, of course, there could be no satisfactory 
correspondence upon any other principles, so, we trust, it will not be unpleasing 
to you, if we bring them into action on the present occasion. Whatever free- 
dom Ave may be conceived to take, we certainly cherish the spirit, and we hope 
to use the language, both of affection and respect. 

Our deputed brethren, although they did not mention the subject of slavery 
in the public proceedings of the convention, at a private meeting, assembled for 
the purpose, made known the feelings of pain and lamentation with which our 
body, in common with all religious bodies in this country, at that time regarded 
the state of American society, and American churches in reference to it. Since 
that period our feelings have grown far more deep and solemn. The facts whicli 
have been brought to light have afflicted us beyond measure, and have made us 
feel it our imperative duty to put into a channel of public utterance the scnti- 
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ments of the imlted churches, in tlic series of rosohitions, which^ were passed 
unanimously at the public meetino^ on the 22nd of June, and -which we transmit 
to you herewith.* 

We are not uninformed of the degree in which, in the American Union, 
slavery is either incorporated in the social system, or upheld by public opinion ; 
nor have we been unobservant of the sensitiveness with which remarks on it, 
whether foreign or domestic, have been almost universally received. We have 
no wish to give offence, but our duty to God and to man will not permit us to 
be silent, nor can we believe, after what you have written, that you wish us to 
be so. You will not refuse to consider what, "as faithful brethren," we address 
to you ; and most sincerely do we add our prayer, " The Lord give you under- 
standing in all things !" 

It is surely a position which admits of no dispute, that in this, as in other 
matters, a line of conduct may be expected from the disciples of Christ, 
materially different from that' which may be anticipated from men of the world. 
Of what use, otherwise, are the rectitude and tenderness of conscience, the holy 
light, and the exalted principles which characterize a Christian ? Now it is to 
the churches, of which yo\x are the representatives, that we make our appeal. 
Professors of the name of Christ ! whatever others do, we entreat yo\i, neither 
hold a slave, nor countenance slavery. 

According to some allegations, indeed, which, with whatever truth, have been 
made on behalf of American slaveholders, we are called upon to believe, that, 
through the force of iniquitous laws, the liberation of slaves is impracticable. 
Otherwise, we are assured, many would gladly set them free ; but, in existing 
circumstances, it is necessary, and even obligatory, to detain them. Of course, 

* We are glad to find that these resoluuona commend themselves to the approval 
of the American Anti-slaverj Society. We learn this fact from tlie Emancipator 
of September 8, the organ of the Society; the Editor of which, after extracting 
from our first number, remarks, these resolutions are " to be forwarded to the 
Executive of the Triennial Convention of Baptists in this country, accompanied by 
a letter from tlie Committee of the Union ; and, upon the manner of their recep- 
tion, will lepend the question of continued fellowship between the Baptists of 
Great Britain and America; at least surh of them as do not bear their testimony 
against slavery. 

This is a noble position. We thank our Baptist brethren for it. It settles one 
great point, namely, that in Great Britain, Baptists, as a body, are determined 
OPEMA' to give to the Abolitionists of America the benefit of their countenance and 
SUPPORT. We bless God for such a testimony, and take fresh courage from it in 
our arduous but blessed work. Give us, brethren, your sympathies, your prayers, 
your countenance, and sup{)ort ; and, by the blessing of God, Jubilee sball come' 
and that speedily, even in America." The Editor of the Liberator, Mr. William 
Lloyd Garrison, in his paper of August 27, referring to the same resolutions, says, 

Several of the Anti-abolition papers are rejoicing over the resolutions ado])ted 
by tho British Baptist Union, in relation to Drs. Cox and Iloby, which thev aftect 
to consider as an approval of their course in regard to the Anti-slavery question in 
this country. A very equivocal approval, we could not help thinking it, even 
when we saw it by itself. But the last week's Emancipator, contains extracts 
from the proceedings of the meeting which adoptedjt; and in these wo find 
abundant evidence, that that body was far enough from intending to approve the 

timidity of their delegates while here Verily, our apologists for slavery 

are 'grateful for small favours,' if they can find in their hearts to rejoice over the 
demonstrations of feeling amongst British Baptists in regard to American Slavery, 
and the advocates of the respective ^cliemes of immediate emancipation, and pro- 
longed oppression— alias, gradual abolition." We purposely omit several extracts 
froni other papers, bearing on the same topic, as we have no desire to pain the- 
parties censured. — Em 
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we understand this as the language of lamentation and complaint. Here is a 
practical, and avowedly regretted, restriction on the liberty of the holder of the 
slave ; he may not give the freedom he wishes to give. The duty of a person 
thus situated, surely becomes obvious in an' instant. We say to him, if a law 
which either imposes an impossible condition on manumission, or decrees the 
seizure of a manumitted slave, makes it imperative on you to detain him for the 
moment, ought you not to be making restless endeavours for the repeal of that 
law ; and using every means to prepare for the easy acquisition and the safe 
possession of that freedom, which it is your right to give and his to enjoy ? 
Without such endeavours, it becomes manifest that the existence of the law is 

Knf o T\iTifrf>-vf fnr fhpi clsj vphnlrJpr. nnrl bis np.nnipso.ftnp.ft in if. rf.ndftrs him a T)ar- 

taker of its iniquity. 

In ordinary cases, however, we conceive we cannot be in error in regarding sla- 
very as optional. Now we raise an argument on this ground j and we cannot 
hesitate to affirm, that, however it might be repelled by a man of the world, it 
ought to be enough for a Christian. To hold a fellow-creature in bondage, is to 
hold him in a condition of personal degradation and disadvantage ; a condition, 
as it now exists, which denies him access to the various sourcea of instruction 
and avenues of advancement which arc open to others, v/hich allows no sacred- 
ness to domestic ties, but sets at naught the divine institution of marriage, and 
with it both the affections and the duties of the congugal and parental relations ; 
which makes man an outcast from society, and repels him, not as an alien 
merely, but as a brute, from the community, of which he is, nevertheless, a con- 
stituent and a vital part ; which, in the great majority of instances, involves 
labours which shorten life, and, in too many cases, the almost murderous extinc- 
tion of it, and which, in fine, impedes most grievously a slave's religious instruc- 
tion, fosters his vices of every kind, and renders all but impossible, for the most 
part, his glorifying God on earth, or his learning the way to heaven. Now, 
we suppose it to be at the option of a Christian, whether he will hold a 
fellow-creature in a condition like this. Can it for a moment be doubted what 
his choice will be ? Or can any one, in either hemisphere, consent to call him 
a Christian, who chooses to have a slave ? What ! is Christianity reduced, not 
merely to a name, but a mockery? Does its loud proclamation of "good will 
to men," mean nothing more than a sanction for the right of power ? Is it no 
longer the law of our acknowledged Sovereign, " Do yc to others, as ye would 
that they should do unto you?" Are] equity, benevolence, and compassion, no 
more the characteristics and indispensable virtues of our profession ? 

If any one should meet this appeal by aaying, that he treats his slaves as his 
children ; we must be permitted to reply — first, that he can in no way do so 
well for them as by breaking their chains ; secondly, that he cannot tell who 
may come after him, nor how soon ; and thirdlj*, that his example upholds 
abominations which he refuses to practise, and would appear to condemn. 

Nor should we be silenced, by being informed, of what we very well knoW;, 
that, in the southern states, " slavery is a political institution." We are not 
political meddlers. But we suppose that even the "political institution" of 
slavery does not deprive the freeman of liis liberty. We appeal, therefore, still 
to the heart of a Christian, as to his individual choice. Our language is— Fellow 
Christian ! and, if a fellow Christian, man of benevolent spirit, of universal love ! 
will you hold a slave ! 

How can we conceive the heart of a Christian dictating, or permitting, any 
othcf answer than one to this question ? I will not. Wc must think the case 
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decided, therefore, with every Christian, if it be merely at his option. But we 
cannot let it rest here. While it may assuredly be expected, that a Christian 
would break every j-oke if he might, it is important for him to remember, not 
only that he may, but that, if he can, he must. The declarations, " Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself," and, "Whatsoever things ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye even so unto them," are the voice of authority, and 
have the unquestioned force of law. It is not at our option, whether we fulfil 
these commands. It is required of us by Jesus Christ, our Lord. All his 
professed subjects are hound to obey them. Every faithful subject ucill obey 
them. 

Is it not certain, dear brethren, that a consistent obedience to these precepts 
would lead to the immediate liberation of a large number of slaves ? Is it not 
also certain, that such a proceeding, taken by Christian professors at large, in 
the slave-holding states, or by any considerable portion of them, would exhibit 
the subject in a new light ; would arouse the whole community ; and shake the 
entire system of slavery to its foundations ? Is not the overthrow of this sys- 
tem an object to which, under the force of the same reasons, all Christians 
ought earnestly to address themselves. Is there any other probable method of 
achieving this inestimable consummation? Will it not constitute a noble 
and a characteristic triumph for Christianity? And is not the abetting of 
slavery, and even acquiescence in it, a sin, of which every disciple of Christ 
ought immediately to wosh his hands ? 

The resolutions wc transmit to you, dear brethren, do not refer exclusively to 
the fetters which bind the slave ; they advert also to the prejudices which afflict 
the coloured freeman. We cannot say, that we feel at all less strongly on this subject 
than on slavery itself. There are, indeed, reasons which make it to us the more 
afflictive of the two. The degradation of the free blacks is certainly not a 
political institution " of any part of the Union, nor is it founded on any different 
relation which they bear to the body politic, as compared with the whites. And, 
whatever pretext might be found for their oppression in a region of slaves, there 
obviously can be none where slavery is unknown. Yet a strong and general 
prejudice against people of colour, is cherished even in the northern states; 
where it must be a matter of mere 'prejudice, generated by the pride which it 
subsequently fosters, and as ungenerous and unholy as it is proud. 

It is to us nothing less than marvellous, that this grievous oppression, both of 
the bond and the free, should exist and be clung to by a nation which glories 
in its liberty, and which was the first to proclaim to other lands that the rights 
of all are equal ; but it is not for us to bewail this inconsistency, nor the 
injury which is thus done in the eyes of the world, to the otherwise noble insti- 
tutions whieli it impairs and undermines. It is, however, more than marvellous 
to us, it is almost incredible, that the indefensible and cruel prejudices against 
persons of colour, should have been adopted by the churches of Christ, and 
manifested in the worship and ordinances of his house ! He was meek and 
lowly in heart. Are his followers not to copy his example ? Would he have 
treated persons of African descent as the slightest mixture of tainted blood 
causes them to be treated among you ? You know that he w'ould not ; and, if 
you imitate him, you will do so no more. Degrading distinctions, which say 
not " I am holier /' but only "I am whiter than thou," will instantly be banished 
from places of divine worship ; and the reformation begun here will be extended 
cheerfully to the entire system of which these arc a part. 
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In pressing the fulfilment of this duty upon you, dear brethren, we have the 
advantage of being able to say, that it is impeded by no obstacle. There can be 
no case in which the retension of the prejudice we are combating can be obliga- 
tory or imperative. In indulging it, you are only either pampering the pride of 
your own hearts, or yielding to the current of feeling around you. As Christians, 
you are called on to mortify the former, and stem the latter. Nothing hinders 
you from beginning, and even from triumphing, at once. The object may be 
achieved the first moment you are determined to achieve it. And, permit us to 
assure you, that, whenever this moment shall arrive, it will be inferior to none in 
the history of your churches, for honour to the name you profess, for prosperity 
to the churches you compose, and for prosperity to the countrj' you .idorn. 

Dear brethren, " our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged." But we 
speak not alone. We call to remembrance, that we are addressing a body, the 
sentiments of some of whom, and a number rapidly increasing, are in unison with 
our own. We rejoice in the abundant evidence which has reached us of the fact 
that the attention of many has been awakened, and that the voices of many have 
been heard. Yes ; America has heard on this subject the voices of many of her 
sons ; and, with delight we have seen among the band of her abolitionists (and 
many, in spirit, we trust, are such who have not adopted the name), a large 
number of our own denomination. No words can express the warmth of our 
sympathy with tiium, or the ardour of our desire, that, on this great occasion, our 
entire denomination mav be of one heart and one mind. Be assured, dear 
brethren, that the extinction of oppression, whether of the bond or free, is a 
work which lies with the churches of Christ. They can do it. They must do 
it. They will be responsible for the continuance of oppression, with all its 
crimes and liorrors, if they do i*- not. And, as no portion of the church of Christ 
in the United States, is more influential tlian your own, as none has been more 
abundantly blessed with those extraordinary operations which exhibit religion in 
its mightiest energies ; as none is more prompt or more vigorous in all other 
works of faith and labours of love, so we entreat you to suffer none to be more 
forward, or more active, in this good cause. We know that over the same 
cause both our fathers and ourselves slept too long; but it would be poor 
evidence that we had been awakened, if we were to use no efforts for the 
arousing of our brethren. We wish to believe, that whatever slumber remains 
among 3'ou, is but that of inadvertency and inconsideration. It cannot be that 
3"ou will refuse to put away this " accursed thing," when its true aspect shall 
have appeared to you. An enlightened conscience and a melting heart will be 
far more prompt and effectual than our importunities ; and, perhaps, even while 
we are writing, may be rendering our importunities needless. 

Can we, dear brethren, without showing unreasonable fears, again entreat you 
to receive in kindness, what we have written in the fulness of our hearts ? Or, 
can we hesitate to anticipate that serious consideration of our remarks, that 
•willing acquiescence in evident truth, and that ready fulfilment of admitted duty, 
which shall fully convince us that you are, indeed, our brethren in Christ, and 
justify the fervour with which, on the behalf of our brethren at large, we sub- 
scribe ourselves, 

Yours in Christian love, 

W. H. Muiicii, -\ 

Joseph Belcher, y^Secr Varies. 

Edward Steane, 3 
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APPRENTICESHIP SYSTEM. 

Our readers will be gratified to learn, that during the past month four gentle- 
men have sailed from Falmouth in the Skylark packet for Barbadoes, and the 
other West India islands, with the vieV of obtaining a clearer insight into, and 
a more accurate kno\Ylec]ge of, the working of the apprenticeship sj'stem, Joseph 
Sturge, Esq., of Birmingham ; andMr.Scoble, the respected SecretaryoftheSociety 
for the abolition of Slavery and the Slave-trade throughout the World, are amongst 
the number of these disinterested and zealous friends of humanity. We commend 
them most earnestly to the prayers of all our Christian friends, that they may be 
preserved from danger, and be guided by infinite wisdom in the discharge of 
their delicate and difficult duties. They will probablj'- meet with opposition in 
their self-denying-labours ; but, if sustained by the confidence and prayers of 
British Christians, their mission cannot fail of important and most desirable 
results. " I commend myself," says one of the deputation, in a letter to the 
Editor, dated Falmouth, October IG, " and the cause in which I and mj^ com- 
panions are embarked, to your praj'ers. Do not forget us, that we may have 
wisdom and grace to pursue it, in a right spirit, to a successful issue." 



ADDRESS OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARIES IN JAMAICA TO 

THE MARQUIS OF SLIGO. 

The Jamaica Watchman, of September 7? contains an address presented 
by the Baptist Missionaries resident in that island, to the Marquis of Sligo, 
together with his Excellency's reply. Our limits prevent our giving these 
documents entire, but they are so honourable to both parties that we cannot 
feel satisfied without making extracts from them. It is highly gratifying 
to mark the progress of events. A few years since the Baptist Mission- 
aries in Jamaica were the objects of popular odium, and of magisterial 
oppression. Every means of annoyance and injury were set in operation 
against them. Their characters were libelled, their labours denounced, and 
their continuance in the colony was affirmed to be incompatible with its 
welfare. Like honest men, they met the tide of abuse and calumny which 
assailed them, and have now received an ample reward. They appealed 
to the future, and its judgment has been given in their favour. 

In tlieir address to the Marquis of Sligo, after adverting to the civil 
benefits which had accrued from his administration, they thus proceed — 

Although, however, we thus beg to express our sentiments and feelings with 
respect to the beneficial changes of a more political kind that are progressing so 
cheeringly around us, it is principally in the character of Christians and of 
Christian Missionaries, that we would address your Excellency on the present 
occasion. 

In a colony, where, on the part of the professed representatives of the people, 
and of the white uiliabirants in general, prejudices against Dissenters have ever 
been proverbial, we have enjoyed the confidence that your Lordship would 
never suffer our religious privileges to be infringed with impunity ; and in 
no instance of which we arc aware, has that confidence proved itself misplaced. 
Whether as ministers or as private Christians — whether as bond or free, when- 
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ever a "^vell authenticated case of persecution for conscience' sake has been sub- 
mitted to your lordship, you ever have manifested your sympathy with the 
oppressed ; your respect for the rights of private judgment ; your hatred of re- 
ligious intoleranfe^j and your firm determination, like that of our beloved 
Monarch whose Representative you are, not only to maintain inviolate the pro- 
visions of the Act of Toleration, but to unite with the noble descendants of 
Fox, and other distinguished advocates of freedom, in their exertions to extend 
its protection and benefits until every law which infringes on the liberty of con- 
science be expunged from the statute book of England, and of her colonies. 
With a mind thus noble and enlightened, perceiving the great bearing of re- 
• ligious education on the civilization of the apprentice portion of the community, 
and on the aspects and happiness of society at large, your lordship immediately, 
on assuming the reins of the government, began the formation of a plan for 
general education on the most liberal and extended scale, inviting the co- 
operation of all sects and parties in its completion ; and, although the generous 
and self-denying efforts of your Excellency were in this respect repeatedly de- 
feated by colonial prejudice and power, your Excellency has, notwithstanding, 
so aided by your influence and property, the efforts made by individuals and 
Societies of different denominations in this great and interesting work, that we 
hesitate not to say, such a rapid and wide diffusion of the great blessings of 
Scriptural education, within so comparatively 'short a period as that, during 
which your Excellency has presided over us, has scarcely ever been surpassed, 
if equalled, in any age or in any part of the world. 

Your Excellency's resignation of the government of the colony would have 
awakened our regret and apprehensions at any time, and under the most com- 
mon circumstances ; but your departure at the present crisis, when, after a 
conciliator}', firm, and benevolent course of action, you have, to a consider- 
able degree, disarmed opposition to your public measures ; when, under all the 
disadvantages with which your Lordship has had to contend, from being the 
possessor of slave property, from being the author as they supposed of the ap- 
IDrenticesliip scheme, and of all the novel system.s of punishment it introduced, 
you have succeeded in securing the confidence and homage of all the intelligent 
of the apprentice population ; at a time when the salutary effects of your Lord- 
ship's administration in the peace and prosperity' of the country were begin- 
ing to be realized, and when the worst fears were entertained of efforts to im- 
pede the progress of reform so auspiciously advancing, — we should feel at a losis 
for suitable terms in which to convey our disappointment and concern, were wc 
not to resolve all events, however seemingly adverse, to the controlling influence 
of that almighty and benignant Being, who worketh all things " after the 
counsel of his own will," and who can never be at a loss for suitable agencies 
with which to secure the perfection of his purposes. 

In his reply the Governor bears very high and honourable testimony to 
the character and labour of the Missionaries. Referring to their address, 
he says — 

The independence of character which has marked the conduct of the Mis- 
sionaries, whose labours have been directed to the religious improvement of 
Jamaica, and which has occasioned all the vexations which have in times past 
attended the duties of your office, makes the very handsome tribute of your 
good opinion which I ha7c just received from yaw, the more honourable to me, 



114 



Extracts from Letters to the Editor. 



as I feel that, were it not the conviction of your minds that it was applicable, 
I should not have received it at your hands. 

This is not, however, tlie only service I have to acknowledge myself in- 
debted to you for. I cannct forgot, that when solicited by me to further the 
cause of good order and the maintenance of the law, by the^exertions of the 
influence you possess in your ministerial character, you readily afforded to me 
your assistance. The efficiency of those efforts has reached me from quarters 
totally unconnected with your peculiar religious persuasion, and most unjustly 
should I act, did I not express to you my feelings on the subject. 

I am fully sensible that the Missionaries of this island, of all persuasions, 
are now looked upon in a totally different light from wliat they were formerly ; 
and I trust, confidently, that, ere long, a conviction of the utility of religious 
instruction will render those pious individuals who devote their lives to the 
promotion of the good cause, as popular as they have heretofore been the 
reverse. 

Such language, proceeding from the representative of the British king, 
must have been highly gi-atifying to the estimable men to Avhom it was 
addressed, and will h-2 read, we are convinced, by the religious people of this 
country with feelings of unmingled satisfaction. 
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Anti-Slavery Office, New Ym-k, 

September HSrd, I806. 

Deiir Sir, 

Tlie Executive Conunittee of the Aineri- 
ciin Anti-Slavery Societj?, at its meeting' on 
the 21st inst., in view of the great sin "and 
danger of American Slavery, voted to 
recommend to all the friends of tlie oj)- 
pressed,^ special humiliatiovi,. .^asting', and 
prayer to Almigiity God, on the last Mon- 
day of October next. 

Should this notice reach you in season, 
we hope many of our British friends will 
unite their jjrayers with ours, on that day, 
that God in his great mercy would quicken 
the consciences and soften the hearts of 
American slave-holders ; that lie would 
hring his professed church to repentance 
for the support it is giving to this system of 
robberj', lust, and murder ; and that l ie 
would speedily deliver our colored bre- 
thren from the double yoke of slavery and 
prejudice ; and our nation from ruin, by the 
peaceful agency of His own truth. 

You will doubtless be pleased to learn, 
that our Society is greatly enlarging its 0])e- 
rations, and especially 'by increasing the 
number of its lecturing agents. Hereto- 
fore, we have rarely had more than ten or 
twelve in the field at once. Not that we 
were satisfied with so small a number, but 
it seemed "impossible to get the men we 
wanted to cast loose from tlieir quiet moor- 
ings, and launch out upon the troubled sea 



of this " agitating subject." In vain we 
called u])on distinguished abolitionists iu 
the ministry, 'i hey loved the cause, but 
they would not risk all for it. At last we 
resolved to send one of our ablest lecturers, 
Theodore D. Weld, the jn-incipal of the 
Lane Seminary recusants, on a special mis- 
sion, to press men into the service — a sort of 
Anti-Slavery wcruiting officer. He has 
already succeeded in enlisting for the tear, 
nearly 50 agents of the right sort. Among 
them are men of the highest powers and 
the most extensive influence. Nearly all 
of them will commence their work before the 
close of October. It is not the intention of 
the Committee to stop here, but to go on 
increasing their lecturing corps, till the 
cause of the slave is can-ied home to the 
bosom of every man, woman, and child, 
that can be reached with God's blessing on 
human means. How important that, in 
tims enlarging the scale of our operations, 
we should lium])ly resort, in fervent ])rayer, 
to the God of the jioor and the needy ! 

IMay the blessings of the perishing bo 
upon you for your " Slavery in Ami'rica." 
Let the world be filled with such publica- 
tions. You have, ere this, heard of the out- 
rage upon the press of our excellent friend 
liiijiey at Cincinnati, peri)etrated on the 
eve of the first of August. It is workhig 
well for the cause. The paper will reajjpear 
in a few days with ;a greatly increased list 
of subscribers. 



Extracts from Letters to tna Editor. 



116 



Though I have not the honour to be per- 
sonally known to vou, 1 feel bold to write 
myself, with th - most affectionate regard, 
your brother in behalf of tlie " suffering 
"and the dumb, " 

Elizur. WftiGuT, Jun. 
Sec. Dum. Cor. Am. Anti-Skvery Society. 



IJear Sir, 

You announce on the cover of your 
new and timely periodical, that while 
" Slavery in America" is to receive special 
attention, your work will be open to " No- 
tices of the i)resent state of slavery and the 
slave-trade throughout the world." As I 
occ;isionally receive private letters and 
files of newspapers from the West Indies, 
a few extracts will probably be deemed ac- 
ce])table ; in which case 1 shall be happy 
to furnish them. 

The cause of mercy and truth has not 
yet ol)tained the ascendant in the Antilles ; 
and, whatever has been hitherto done in its 
favor, it is my decided conviction, formed 
on a pretty extensive acquaintance with the 
subject, that much more remains yet to be 
accomj)lished. Slavery has changed its 
name there, but not its nature ; it is tlie 
same demon of subtlety and cruelty it ever 
w,\s; and if its power for miscliief be in 
some little degree restricted, we must not 
overlook the iact tliat it still exists, as its 
numerous and blood-stained trophies will 
attest. 

One of the most painful indications of its 
remaining power, is to be found in tlie 
change it works on educated gentlemen, 
sent "out to fill tlie oflice of Stipendiary 
Magistrates. ^Vhatever may have been the 
former tenderness of their natures, or the 
lilandness of their manners, no sooner do 
they tread the shores of the hei'.utiful but 
ut^icted islands of "the far west," tlian 
they become the ruthless tonneiitors of 
tliose iiiey were sent to protect — the mere 
agents of "the cruelty which coloniiil tyrants 
suggest. That these assertions are not 
merely wanton and groundless accusations, 
I could prove by a vast mass of various 
evidence ; — among the more recent, n\\o\v 
me to submit tlte following. A friend 
writing from Jamaica, in June last, says, 
" Witii respect to the apprenticeship sys- 
tem, it proves anything but suliitury. Too 
many of theSjiecials, tiiereis reason" to fear, 
are but tlie mere tools of the planter — ^t,lie 
drivers and ojipressors of tlie apprentice. 
There are, indeed, some honourable exce])- 
tionsj but it is a gross imposition on tlie 
British jniblic, that the exce])tions are not 
on the other side. The monthly reports of 
the Specials give no account of the com- 
mittals to the icorkhoitse (to lie worked in 
chains !) or to the ImtdmUl! These returns 
ouglit to be given to the public, and the 



offences inquired" into, together with the 
manner in which cases are heard and adju- 
dicated." 

In confirmation of tliis- gentleman's 
statement, it would be only necessary to 
transcribe from the Jamaica Watchman, 
which I have before me, the details of the 
Special Justices' Montlily Reports ; but as 
these would be too lengthy (though nothing 
would more certainly rouse the public indig- 
nation), I must content myself with a sum- 
mary'. The total number of lashes " laid 
on," as the award of the Specials, in the 
present year, in several montlis, is as fol- 
lows :~Marcii, 6180 ; April, 2885 ; May, 
4074 ; rJuna, 6844; or 19,983 for four 
months 1 In the list of Specivxls, there are 
some who enjoy an luienviablo precedence, 
who have attained a bad pre-eminence, in 
this sanguinar^ employ. For instance, 
during these same four months, R. St. 
John reports himself to have awarded 1181 
lashes; E. D. Baynes, 1199; J. II. Tho- 
mas, 1960 , and F. Moresby, 1981 : making 
a total of 6321 1 These gentlemen leave 
their competitors in the blood-stained course 
far in tlie distance. They may congratulate 
themselves on mangling bodies and inflict- 
ing tortures, in a ratio far higher than their 
companions in office, and which may well 
entitle them to an immortality of fame, on 
the same liistorical page with Nero and 
Caligula. 

And is it for this we have paid our 
twenty millions sterling 1 Is it for this our 
Wilberforces and Buxtons have laboured 
in Parliament? Is it for this our pastors 
and ciiurches have combined in prayerful 
exertion, throu2;h the lenarth and breadth of 
the land 1 Is it for this our missionaries 
have been made the occupants of loatlisome 
gaols, and the companions of felons 1 It is 
surely high time to open our eyes to all the 
dreadful reality of the case ; and to seek, 
by the most promjit and energetic mea- 
sures, the restriction of the tyrant's power, 
and consequent alleviation of the sufferer's 
woes. 

You will, Sir, probably hear from me 
again on tliis subject. In the meantime 
you liave my most ardent wishes for suc- 
cess, in the prosecution of your benevolent 
purposes, and my most ardent prayers that, 
tliroughout the world, oppression may 
cease, and give way to the reign of univer- 
sal good-will and charity. 

M.R. L. 



Dear Sir, 

The Ibllowing extracts are from letters 
received from my brothers-in-law, resident 
at the time in New York. The first is a 
minister of the reformed Presbyterians. 

" Amid much that is encouraging, liotii in 
civil and sacred matters, on this sidi; tije 
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Atlantic, we are not without our sources of 
annoyance. The principal one is, that 
accursed system of slavery, that poisons 
and defiles all that it touches. There is, and 
has been ever since I came to the country, a 
great andgrowing excitement on thisquestion. 
The deep and widely-extended roots w^hich 
the infernal plant has struck in tliis land, 
render honest dealing on [the subject much 
more difficult than in the old country. * * 
The worst feature about American "Slavery 
is, the connexion which it maintains with 
the Christian Church. There are many 
ministers, Baptist, Methodist, and Presby- 
terian, who hold slaves, aye, sell slaves— 
what say you to that 1 I tell you, my bro- 
tlier, tliere is an awful responsibility resting 
on the churches of Britain, in regard to 
their brethren in this country. I was re- 
joiced to see the way in which the Secession 
took up the point in their letter to the 
Dutch Church. The Baptists led done 
something of the same kind ; but the letter 
would seem to have been intercepted by 
some of the trimmers, and its force broken. 
Strike again and again. With God's help I 
will second you. We are growing like the 
Christians of old." 

The next is of more recent date. " I was 
much pleased to see, that the men of Bir- 



mingham are moving in earnest in the cause 
of the apprentices, the quondam slaves, 
I hope their efforts will be crowned with 
success. The cause of abolition continues 
to prosper here. We had a very interest- 
ing meeting at our anniversary. Gerrit 
Smith, an excellent specimen of a right- 
hearted republican, spoke on the occasion. 
I send you a few " Emancipators," to let 
you see how tlie good work moves onward. 
The light of truth is rapidly disj)elling the 
prejudice which exists here against the 
black man. The church here is the "pillar 
and ground" of slavery. Until Zion shall 
" display a banner for truth" on this ques- 
tion,- declaring slavery to be sin, we have 
little reason to anticipate the freedom of the 
slave. When the churches in Britain send 
their annual letters, they should request 
that' they^be published entire, as they uni- 
formly keep out the {part which touches the 
" delicate subject" of slavery. The Bap- 
tists fight'i nobly for right to deal in tlie 
" bones and blood of living men." The 
Presbyterian church have elected a si.ave- 
iiOLmNG minister to he] Moderator in their 
General Assembly now sitting ! What shall 
the end of these things be ?" 

Yours, &c., 
Birmingham, Thomas Swan. 



THE BEAUTY 
In all things that have beauty, there is nothini 

When the dance of the shadows 

At day-break is done. 
And the cheeks of the morning 

Are red with the sun ; 
When he sinks in his glory 

At eve from the view ; 
And calls up the planet 

To blaze in the blue ; 
There is beauty. But where is the beauty 
to see 

More proud than the sight of a nation when 
free? 

When the beautiful bend 

Of the bow is above, 
Like a collar of light 

On the bosom of love ; 
When the moon in her mildness 

Is floating on high. 
Like a baaner of silver 

Hung out in the sky ; 
There is beauty. But earth has] no beauty 
to see 

More proud than the front of a nation when 
free? 

In the depth of the darkness. 

Unvaried in hue. 
When shadows are veiling 

The breast of the blue ; 
When the voice of the tempest 

At midnight is still. 



OF LIBERTY. 

; to man more comely than Liberty. — MilUm. 

And the spirit of solitude 
Sobs on the hill ; 
There is beauty. But where is the beauty 
to see 

Like the broad-beaming brow of a nation 
when free ? 

In the breath of the morning 

When nature's awake. 
And calls up the chorus 

To clicuit in the break ; 
In the voice of the echo 

Unbound in the woods. 
In the warbling of streams 

And the foaming of floods ; 
There is beauty. But where is the beauty 
to see 

Like the thrice hallowed sight of a nation 
that's free ? 
When the striving of surges 

Is mad on the main, 
Like the charge of the column 

Of plumes on the plain ; 
When tlie thunder is up 

From his cloud-cradled sleep. 
And tempest is treading 
The patli of tlie deep ; 
There is beauty. But where is the beauty 
to see 

Like the sun-brilliant brow of a nation 
when free ? 
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?7it! Cruel Nature and Ivjurious Effects of the 
Foreign Slave Trade. Represented in a 
Letter to the Rijiltt Hon. Lord Broushum 
and Vaux. By Thomas Robeuts, Bap- 
tist Minister, Brietol. 8vo. pp. 40. 
1836. 

This is a well-timed pamplilct, wor- 
thy of extensive circulation. The peo- 
ple of this country' have so long been 
accustomed to regard the slave-trade as 
a traffic of by-gone days, that many of 
them will be startled at the horrifying 
details which Mr. Roberts furnishes. 
Kis pamphlet is full of materials, deeply 
and painfully absorbing. No man of 
tender nerves, or of morbid sensibility, 
should attempt to peruse it. Such 
persons will be shocked at the atroci- 
ties it describes, or their delicacy will 
be offended at the strong, impassioned, 
but most righteous denunciation which 
it levels at the dealer in human flesh, 
•whether found amongst the churches 
of America, or treading the blasted soil 
of Africa. Our limits will not permit 
us to indulge in extended quotations. 
We must, however, make two or three, 
in the hope that they will excite our 
readers to procure the pamphlet itself. 
The following account of the extent to 
which the barbarous traffic is still car- 
ried on will surprise many. 

It appears that, from January the Ist, 
1820, to the end of the year 1834, a 
period of only fourteen years, neaWy ojie 
million wretched victims were dragged from 
their native land and conveyed to Brazil 
alone, A number exceeding the whole of 
the slaves liberated in the English Colonies, 
by almost two hundred thousand. In the 
sliort space of one year, fifteen tJiousaiid 
negroes were imported from Africa into the 
Havannah — a small port in the island of 
Cuba. ]S'ot less than one hundred thousand 
are taken annually from the African coast, 
and conveyed to difl'erent destinations. 
The average number of those who die on 
the passage, amounts to ten out of each 
hundred ; so that the lives of not less than 
ten thousand human beings are yearlx) sacri- 
ficed in the vessels employed intheYoreign 
slave trade. The average number of ships, 
which sail annually from Cuba, amounts 
to almost ffty, and whicli return with their 
enslaved cargoes to that island. The 
generality of these vossels commit piracy 
on the outward-bound jiassage, plundering 
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merchant ships, and frequently murdering 
the crews. Jn every African river, where 
slaves can be obtained, these vessels may 
be constantly seen receiving, and sailing 
with them, from thence to the Cuba and 
Brazilian shores. 

Again, says Mr. Roberts, 

It is, indeed, lamentable to reflect, 
that such a system can be found to exist in 
the world, but it is indescribably infamous 
that this murderous traflic should be car- 
ried on, to a great degree, by the means 
of British capital. Mr. Innes, in an admi- 
rable letter to Lord Glenelg, proves the 
disgraceful fact. The English mercantile 
agents, at Rio, are constantly receiving 
goods from this country in British vessels, 
which they re-ship in a foreign slaver, 
whose captain or owner is authorized to 
barter on the African coast for human 
beings ; from thence he returns to Brazil 
with his cargo, to the same agents who 
cause the slaves to be sold, and the profit 
to_be paid to the merchants residing in 
this country. It is by no means an un- 
common occurrence, for vessels cleared 
out from a British port professedly for 
South America, and, although at the risk 
of the loss of insurance, to proceed from 
England direct to the Coast of Africa, 
where they barter their freight for slaves, 
and sail from thence with them to the 
very port for which the ship was at first 
cleared out at the English Custom-House. 

A considerable part of the pamphlet 
is devoted to the case of America, tlic 
inconsistency and wickedness of whose 
Christian slave dealers are exposed 
with an unsparing hand. Our author 
is one of those men who cannot write 
calmly, when pleading the cause of 
suffering, groaning, dying humanity. 
For this he will probably be con- 
demned by some whose "hearts are 
unsusceptible of strong and generous 
impulses. But we applaud his zeal; 
and the blessing of them who are 
ready to perish will be his reward. 
We must close our critique with the 
following extract, on the measures 
which should be adopted to put down 
this diabolical traffic. 

The average number of alave ships 
taken by our cruizers, is one out of twelve ; 
and so profitable is the vile traffic, tljat a 
merchant engaged in it is perfecily satisfied 
if he can clear tivo voyages out of three, at 
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his gain on the former would then amomit 
nearlif to tico hundred per cent. Mixed 
commissioned courts huve been established 
in those places to which slave ships, when 
captured, are usually sent, and which are 
empowered to dispose of them v-ijh their 
cargoes, officers, and crew, according to 
law. The vessel is condemned and sold, 
whilst prohahlii the purchaser is an agent for 
the oicner from whom she has been taken, or 
for some siiniiar miscreant, who sends her ■ 
again to the coast of A frica in the same illegal 
trade. The officers and crew are sentenced 
to imprisonment, from whicli. the captain 
immediately Uberuies himself for three or four 
doubloons, the 7nales J'or a less sum, a)id the 
foremast men for a few dollars each. Tlie 
negroes removed from the captured ships 
arc ordered to be apprenticed for a short 
time, to qualify them for free cnlonial cul- 
tivation ; but it is notorious, that ihexj are 
invariably driven into the interior of the 
country, and re-sold for slaves. The English 
people are delighted with the efforts of 
our government to end this inhuman trade, 
and read with ecstasy tlie success of our 
naval commanders commissioned to pre- 
vent it, whilst the dealer in human beings 
laiigks at the mummery, and proceeds undis- 
maved in his crvel career. 

Ineti'ectual hitherto as all the means 
have proved to destroy the slave trade, 
and difficult as the acconipHslunent of so 
desirable an object may still appear, there 
are measures yet untried, vilnch, if enforced, 
would quickly annihilate this base traffic. It 
ought to be declared piracy by the united 
consent of all nations, and every slave 
vessel as such should be liable to be 
seized by the ships of every country, 
commissioned for the purpose. Tribunals, 
consisting . of upright and decisive judges, 
should be ai)poiiited at convenient locali- 
ties, to which the piratical officers and 
crew should be sent for trial ; and when 
convicted, not any consideration sJunild pre- 
vent their executio)i irilhin twenty-four hours 
after condemnation — the same time which 
the law of England allows a murderer to 
live after he h-as received sentence of 
death. The operation of tliis law would 



prpbabh', in some instances, induce the 
crew of a slave ship to fight most des- 
peratelj', rather than submit to be taken as 
pirates ; knowing that whether they re- 
sisted, and a capture ensued, or yielded 
without any struggle, death in either case 
would be their inevitable portion. Under 
these circumstances, a proper distinction 
might mark the aggravated crime of resist- 
ance. The commanders of our cruizers 
should be instructed to receive the negroes 
oa board of his iMajesty's ship, and imme- 
diately to e.recute summary justice, by sink- 
ing the piratical vessel iviih her officers and 
crew, not allowing any of them to escape. 
If it should a)>',)ear incompatible with 
either room, health, or safety, to take the 
slaves on board of cruizer, and the pre- 
servation of the vessel in which they were 
taken be necessary for the conveyance of 
them to their legal destin" , '^he coin- 
7nissioned commander should i ■ be directed 
to eiecute the pirates at the ya.u-arm of his 
Majesty's ship, as early as possible after their 
capture. Ever}' government, forming a 
party to the treaty, that declares the slave 
trade to be piracy, should be required to 
commission its proportionate number of 
ships to prevent the traffic ; and these 
isl-.ould sail under similar orders to those 
delivered to Ikitish ciuizers. Suitable 
pay and prize-remuneration ought to be 
allowed to our officers and men, if success- 
ful, to excite their diligence and activity 
ill the service. The owners of the slave 
fiiips, and such merchant!^ ar> embark their 
capital in the detestable trade, should, when 
detected, be held accoun table J'or their con- 
duct. At present, these guilty adventurers 
are exposed only to trifling consequences. 
The wretch in Cuba who charters his 
vessels in this traffic, if she be captured, 
never suffers more punishment than the 
condemnation of her in a mixed commis- 
sioned court. The capital embarked in 
this horrid trade by a British merchant, 
subjects him merely to a small diminution 
of property by tlie loss of his cargo, if the 
vessel be seized — and this is the only conse- 
quence which at present is attached to his 
infamous speculation. 



RESOLUTIONS ON THE SUBJECT OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

Ouu space this month prevents our inserting more than the subjoined Resolu- 
tions of the United Associate Synod. This body represents the " United Seces- 
.<sion" in Great Britain, wliich contiprelicnds about 850 Congregations and 22 
Presbyteries, incUiding the far greater part of the Dissenting Presbyterian 
Churchcs^of Scotland. The resohitions, together with a letter which accom- 
panied them, were drawn uji in conformity with the following motion, unani- 
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mously adopted by the Synod on the 21st of April last. " Tliat the Synod shall 
appoint a Committee to prepare a draft of an affectionate, respectful, and faith- 
ful address to the Christian churches in the United States of America, in refer- 
ence to tlie evils of negro slavery, and of the prejudices against color, as these 
exist in the United States ; and the obligations under which Christians are 
placed, to adopt immediate measures for the emancipation of this long oppress- 
ed class of their fellow-countrymen." We regret our inability to notice the 
letter embodying these resolutions. It is mild in its tone, courteous in its forms 
of expression, yet decided in its principles, and awakening in its appeals to the 
heart and conscience of the people addressed. As it is published under the 
title of An Address on Negro Slavery, to the Christian Churches in the United 
States of America, by the United Associate Synod, our readers may obtain it 
for themselves. The resolutions are as follows : — 



1. That we hold, as one " of tliose things 
that are most surely believed among- us," 
tliat the treating- of human beings -as pro- 
perty, without an express i>ermission from 
Him who is tlie supreme ])roprietor, is 
utterly repugnant to the principles both of 
reason and revelation — equally inconsistent 
with the liiw of justice and of love — -an 
ou"i;rage on liunian nature, and an insult to 
its Autlior. 

2. That, believing that " God Ji-ath made 
of one blood all nations of men to dwell on 
all the face of the eartli," and that "in 
Christ Jesus" all believers are, in relation, 
and character, and privilege, " one," with- 
out respect to distinction of color, any 
more than of origin, or sex, or age, or sta- 
tion, we maintain that -all men yielding obe- 
dience to the laws of civil society have an 
eqrial right to tlie secure enjoyment of life, 
liberty, and property ; tli-.it all Christians 
yielding obedience to tlie law of Christ are 
equally entitled to the joint participation of 
all the ordin-ances appointed for the njem- 
bers of the churcli ; and that it is the duty 
of the followers of .lesus to " honour all 
men, and to " love the brotherhood," and 
to express these sentiments by a corre- 
sponding conduct. 

3. Tliat we contemplate — with deep sor- 
row and regret, the enormous guilt which 
our own nation lias contracted by the j)rac- 
tices of holding and trading in sl-aves ; prac- 
tices persisted in for a long course of years, 
notwithst-anding the clearest exposition of 
their impiety, injustice, inhunnmity, and 
impolicy — with devout wonder, the for- 
bearance of God in not liaving shown his 
righteous displeasure, by in- olving in com- 
mon ruin those who perpetrated, and those 
who"permitt.ed, such enormous crimes — and 
with lively gratitude, first to God, and then 
to the benevolent men whom he honoured 
as the instruments of his mercy, those two 
great national measures — the legislative 
abolition of the British slave trade, by de- 
claring that traffic to ])e felony, an& tlie 



legislative abolition of slavery throughout 
the colonies of Great Britain. 

4. Th-at, while we cherish a fraternal 
esteem and afl'ection for Christians and 
Christian churches in every land — for "all 
who in every place c-all on the name of the 
Lord Jesus, ])oth theirs and ours," we re- 
gard with peculiar interest the Cliristians 
and Christian churches of the United States 
of America — not so much because many of 
these Christians ;ire sprung from a common 
ancestry, and many of these Christian 
churches both hold the same doctrinal sen- 
timents, -.nid niiiintain the same ecclesias- 
tical ]iolitv with ourselves — as for their dis- 
tinguished zeal, energv, and perseveranceiin 
" vv-orks of laitli and labours of love" — for 
the unprecedented exertions they tu-e making 
for the universal and thorough Christianiza- 
tion of their own country and of the world. 

b. That, in i)roi>ortion to the esteem and 
a/fection with which we regard the C'hris- 
tians and Christian churches of the United 
States of America, are the astonishment 
and grief with which ive hare heard tiiat, 
among the members, and even among the 
office-bearers of some of these churches, are 
to be found proprietors of, and even dealers 
in, slaves — that not only i)rivate individuals, 
but some ecclesiastical bodies, have en- 
gaged in a shocking, though happily hope- 
less, attempt to reconcile these monstrous 
practices with the law of God and the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ; and that to such an 
extent does the irrational and unchristian 
prejudice connected v/ith these practices 
l)revail, that, not merely iti the ordinar)"^ in- 
tercourse of society, but even in the most 
sacred institutions of religion, men of color 
are treated as if they belonged to an inferior 
species — acknowledged, indeed, to be fel- 
low-Christians, yet dealt with as if they 
were not fellow-men. 

6. That we greatlv rejoice to know that 
just sentiments on these subjects are not 
only held by many individual Cliristians in 
the United States, but are clearly and for- 
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c;.bly expressed in the synabolical books of 
some 0? tlie churches, and that there is a 
rapidly increasing conviction of tlie reality 
and magnitude of the evils specified, mani- 
festing itself in vigorous exertions for their 
complete removal ; and, although sensible 
of the numerous and powerful obstacles 
which our Christian bretiiren, both in their 
political and ecclesiastical capacity, have to 
surmount in order to their success in tliis 
sacred enterprise, we confidently trusty that 
by the blessing of Ciod on the faithful state- 
ment of Christian tnith, and the impartial 
exercise of Christian discipline, these un- 
seemly stains on the fair cliaracter of Ameri- 
can Christianity will be wiped away, and so 
l)owerful an influence be exercised by a 
piiriried churcli over the national mind, as 
shall secure ere long the legislative abolition 
of slavery throughout the whole territory of 
a people, the liberality of whose political 
institutions gives them so high a place among 
the nations, wliile it contrasts so strangely 
with the i)ermission of slavery and the slave- 
trade ; and liopefully anticipate that the de- 
gradation of character wliicli is said to be- 
long to Juen of color in the United States, 
and tlio contempt and dislike whicli have 
alternately been the cause and the effect of 
that degradation, will not long survive the 
dissolution of tlie unnatural state of society 
in which they botli originate. 

7. That disclaiming, as fellow-servants of 
a common Master, all disposition, as well as 



right, unchsuritably to judge or raagisterialljr 
to dictate — remes'nhering that " every man 
must give an account of hi.mself to God," 
and hoping that our Christian brethren in 
America will not be backward either to re- 
ceive or to return, when circumstances sliall 
seem to them to require it, the kind office of 
faithful admonition, we are constrained, by 
the love we bear to our Lord, the regard we 
have for his authority, the jealousy we feel 
for the honour of his name, and the desire 
we cherish for the pros[)erity of his cause, 
as well as by our cordial affection for breth- 
ren, for whom " we labour fervently in our 
prayers thiit tliey may stand perfeqt and 
complete in all the will of God," to strength- 
en their hands, and encourage their hearts 
in the arduous but honourable work to which 
our Lord is now loudly calling them, by 
urging them by the regard we know they 
have for the authority of God, the grace of 
tlie Saviour, the Imuour of Christianity, and 
the salvation of the world, to employ the 
mighty influence which God has given them, 
and which brings along with it a corre- 
sponding weight of responsibility, in loosing 
" the bands of wickedness, undoing tlie 
heavy burdens, letting the oppressed go 
free, taking away from the midst of them 
the yoke, and the putting fortli of the fin- 
ger," that so their light," which has -al- 
ready " gone forth as the morning," " may 
shine more and more unto the perfect 
day." 



PREJUDICE AGAINST COL 

Mr. EniTon. — A few Sabbaths since, I 
witnessed the following most heart-rending 
scene, at the comnmnion-table of our as- 
cended Lord. The ordinance was delivered 
to the communicants as they cimie up and 
knelt around the altar. Twenty or more 
could kneel around ii a time. One class 
came up, knelt and received the ordinance, 
and were bid depart in peace. A second 
class ' came, received the ordinance, and 
were told to depart in peace. A third class 
came, and were received in a similar way. 
A fourth class came ; there were eight or 
ten who came. The minister waited, and 
urged all to come. Soon two respectable- 
looking colored females detached them- 
selves fron» the congregation, walked down 
the aisle, went around to one end of the 
altar, away ffom the rest, and were al)out to 
kneel. The minister at this thne saw them, 
and checked tiiem, and motioned them away 
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to a pew. They departed, looking sorrow- 
ful and heart-broken. Tlie commimicants 
were ordered to depart in peace. " Now," 
says the minister, " if there are any of our 
colored friends who wish to come, they can 
come." The two colored ladies modestly 
and meekly took their place at the altar. In 
a cold, indifferent way the sacrament was 
administered. The minister turned from 
them as scon as they had received it, and 
left them kneeling, without repeating the 
usual foi-m, " Depart in peace," &c. At 
length they rose and departed. 

Dear brother, what shall be said of tliis 1 
Are there no prejudices against color? 
]\Iust there be a distinctioji at the altar of 
God'? Will God's dear children be distin- 
guished by their color in the grave 1 At 
the bar of God? In heaven ? C. 

From the Friend of Man. 



No. VI.— December, 1836. 

EAST INDIA SLAVERY. 
No. I. 

The people of this country have been grossly deludecl into the belief 
that slavery has ceased throughout their dominions. Many of tlicni arc 
totally ignorant of the fact, that it ever had an existence in any other part 
of the empii-e than that to which the Abolition Act of 1834 related ; and 
others, who were acquainted -with its existence on the continent of India, 
imagined that it was totally abolished by the act renewing the East India 
charter in 1833. All classes of the community have consequently spoken 
of slavery as defunct, and we have begun to address ourselves to the re- 
flecting and virtuous of other nations, in order to stimulate them to an 
imitation of our example. Yet the state of the case turns out to be vastly 
different from what we had imagined. To say nothing of the pseudo-free- 
dom which has been granted to the negro population of the West India 
colonies, slavery still exists in the British Emjnre^ and is producing to a 
fast extent its genuine results of degnulaiion^ misery^ and cri^ne. The remote 
position of the continent of India, and the little which has hitherto been 
Icnown in this country of the institutions, habits, and character of its popu- 
lation, fully accoiait for the ignoi:.'mcc which generally prevails of the ex- 
istence of this fearful scourge amongst some of its tribes. It is more diffi- 
cult to account for the en'oncous impression made upon the leaders of the 
abolition party respecting the bearing of the East India charter of 1833 on 
the extinction of slavery. Even Mr. Buxton, the faithful and luitiring ad- 
vocate of human freedom, partook of this impression, as appears by some 
remarks whicli he made in his place in parliament, when informed by Sir 
J. C. Hobhouse, that nothing had yet been done for the extinction of slavery 
in our eastern dominions. T'he parliamentary leader of the abolitionists is 
reported to have said on that occasion, " that his impression at the time of 
the passing of the charter, was, that slavery was to l)e abolished in India 
adding, that " if that was an erroneous impression, the fact would create a 
strong feeling throughout this country." 

R 
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It woiiUl l)C idle now to iiiquiro (low tin's irnpnv'^siou was oltlaiiu-d. We 
liavo Ji moro important qiiostion to koIvo, and to tlial we imist address (uir- 
•solvcs. Tlio C'xlst(Mico of slavery is udinillrd. In one remolc jiortioii of 
our cinpiro it yet linds u lurking- place. It iliero rowh in iri!]iuiiily, ("n o 
from tho observation ol" llie eidif2;ht<'ned, and j)rf)teeto(l hy ihe indolence 
and scUisiinoss of tlio resident authorities, liritish Clirislian.s, shall it con - 
tinue? To you wc make our appeal, and humanity and religion enfon-c 
it. You determined tho issue of our fornuT .struggle ; may not calcu- 
late on your aid in this? Take ti]>, then, again tlie weapons hy ^vhich you 
carried the colonial C|uestion. I^et inlbrmaiion ho circulated, let piddic 
n\eetings ho held, and the attention of parlianumthe invited to tho suhjcct. 
As great n. mass of human wretchedness now claims your pity iis formerly 
nerved yotu" hearts to generous and successful elVort. 1'he Anti-Slavery so- 
cieties of ICngland and Scotland ^vil! here find an ap])ropriate and lionour- 
able fieM for exertion. Their triumpli is incomplete, tlu^ir object nna(- 
tained, while a single British suhjeet is recognized as the property, or made 
to labour merely for the benefit, of his follow -num. AVe therefore respect- 
fully, but nu^st earnestly entreat their attention to this suldect, and in the 
meanwhile shall furnish our readers with all the information we can obtain 
bearing upon it. It is in vain to look to the authorities of India, as Sir -J. C. 
Ilobhousc appears to do, for any spontaneous movement on this point. "A 
vis inertia," remarks A. D. Campbell, Esq., in his reply to the Commis- 
sioners for Indian AiVairs, " hostile to ail cliange, seems inherent in the local 
governments of India, imbibed perhaps from the people subject to their 
rule, whose characteristic pecidiarity is a tenacity of long-established cus- 
toms. Even when improvements are suggested by the constituted author! tie^\ 
the voice of their servants has little weight in favour of ncAv measures. 
Responsibility is avoided hy following the beaten track, and silence is tho 
safest reply to those who propose a deviation from it, even for tho sake of 
liumanity. The outcry raised in India against tho Suttee was long power- 
loss, until it returned reverberated from the British shore ; ar.d that 
against slavery will continue disregarded, unless it receives support from 
all tlie energy of the home government." In perfect accordance with this 
testimony, the same gentleman remarks, " During the twenty-two years 
that I resided in India, or since U508, no material changes have taken place 
in the condition of the slaves in the territories subject to IMadras." 

We have now before us a parliamentary paper, ordered to be ])rinted 
by the House of Commons, on the sixth of Mfuch, 1834, which contains 
important information on the or((/in, e;ii.cnt, and charadcr of slavery, as it 
exists in our eastern possessions. In our present nundjcr we shall confine 
ourselves to extracts illustrative of the first of these points, reserving the 
other two for future illustration. 

The most important information contained in tiieso papers is fuiuiidied 
by T. II. Baber, Esq., whose residence in India during a period of thirty- 
two years, and his active employment in every dcyartnuMit of the public 
service, eminently qualify him to give evidence on the subject. 
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My dulii's/' siys (his fj-tMillciiirin, who .'ipixj.'vrs to have boun honourably distiii- 
i^iiishcd by his) huiiiMiii.' ,'111(1 ciilii'lilt'iiciUi'oiitiucut ofii dcqriuliHl portion oi' thulm- 
ni;in family, in rci)lying' to the questions of the commissioners, " have also led me to 
(tonstant ollicial intereonrse, upon a variety of subjects, Avith the political residents 
at the durbars (courts) of the iieinhbouring' states of Mysore, Coorg', Cochin, and 
Travancore, some of whieli related to slaves, either who had been conipolled by 
constant ill-treatme:iL from their masters in Malabar to take refuge in the terri- 
tories of Cooro' or j\Iysore rajahs, or to slaves who had been kidnapped in Tra- 
v.'uicore and sold to lU'itish subjects, and even to free-boni children of various 
castes of Hindoos, subjects of the Cochin or Travancore rajahs, reduced to 
slavery in the Honourable Company's dominions^ who had been procured by 
the most fraudulent and violent means, and deprived of their caste by cutting 
od' the lock of hair (the distinoMiishing- mark of their caste) by making them eat 
prohibited food, and by otherwise disguising and polluting them. 

By these means, as well as by persontd intiuiries, when I have visited the 
adjacent districts of the neighbouring sU^cs of Mysore, Coorg, Cochin, and 
Travancore, or when business or pleasure has brought the respectable natives 
of those countries to where I have been in authority, I have become acquainted, 
amongst other subjects of interest, with the prevailing ' slavery' throughout, I 
may say, the western provinces south of the Kistna to the extremity of the In- 
dian continent. Cape Comorin, or properly Kunya Coomari. 

" in all the countries above enumerated, the varieties and sources of domestic 
{slavery arc very numerous ; namely, those persons who are the oflTspring or 
(lescendents of free-born persons captured during wars j out-casto Hindoos, 
wiio had been sold into slavery under or by former governments ; kidnapped 
persons brought by bungarries and other travelling merchants from distant in- 
huid states, and sold into slavery ; persons nported from the ports in the Per- 
sian Gulf, in the lied Sea, or from the African coast ; persons sold, when 
children, by their own parents in times of famine or great dearth ; the onspring 
of illegitimate connexions, that is, of cohabitation between low-caste Hindoo 
men and Brahmin women, and generally between Hindoos of dilTerent castes, 
or v.'ithin the prohibited degrees of kindred ; persons who, in consideration of 
a sum of money, or in discharge of a security for the payment of a debt, have 
bound themselves, by a voluntary contract, to servitude, either for life or a 
limited period, all which have in former times, or do now prevail, more or less, 
wherever domestic slavery is found, but chiefly in the southern Mahratta countrj', 
both in the Company's and Jagheer portion of it, and in the Kohmore rajah's 
dominions ; also in those of Coorg and ]\[ysore.""'^ 

]jritis]i cupidity appears to have aggravated the horrors of slavery in 
the East as well as elsewhere. Not content with perpetuating a state of 
society so iuconipatihlc witli human virtue and happiness, many of the 
agents of the East India Conipany sccni to Jiave regarded the slave l)opu- 
lation as mere l.)easts of burden, witliout social attections or moral capa- 
bilities. 

How or whence," says Mr. l')aber, " this oppressive and cruel praclice, not 
only of sellino- slaves off the estate whore tliev were born and bred, but aetuallv 
of sei)arating husbands and wives, parents and children, and thus severing all 
the nearest and dearest associations and lies of our common nature, ()ri<:;inalcd. 
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it would be difficult to suy ; but 1 have no doubt, and never had in my own 
mind, that it has derived support, if not its origin, from that impolitic measure, 
in 17J)B, of givinf;: authority to the latf^ Air. jMurdoch Bro^Yn, while overseer of 
the Company's plantations in Malabar, upon the representation of ' the diili- 
culties he experlenecvl,' even with ' the assistance of the tehsildar,' (the head 
native authority), and ' his own peons,' (armed i^ersons, with badges of ofliee), 
to procure worknion,' and ' of the price of free labour being more than he was 
authorized to give,' to purchase indiscriminately as many slaves as he might re- 
quire to enable him to carry on the worlcs of that plantation ; and of actually 
issuing orders to the European as well as to the native local authorities, to assist 
him (Mr. Brown), and even to restore slaves who had run away, and returned 
to their homes^ (without any orders to inquire the reason of their absconding), 
and who, as has suiee been ascertained from the surviving slaves themselves, had 
been actually kidnapped by the darogha (head police ollicer of Chowghaut, in 
the southern parts of jMalabar people), and sent up to North Malabar to Mr. 
Brown, which person had continued, up to IBll, or for a period of twelve years, 
inuler this alleged authority, granted by the Bombay government, to import 
slaves and free-born children from the Cochin and Travancore states, when by 
the merest accident this nefarious traffic came to m}' knowledge, and which, 
after considcfal.li.i opposition on the part of the provincial Court of Circuit, I 
succeeded in putting a stop to, after having restored to liberty and their country 
120 persons who had been stolen, of whom 71 were actually found in Mr. 
Brown's possession."" 

Colonel James Welsh, who had resided many years in the East Indies, 
gives a similar view of the origin of the slavery existing there. 

" Great numbers," he says, " used formerly to be kidnapped from a distance, 
and sold by dealers for both domestic and agrestic purposes. Others are born 
of parents in a state of slavery. Many have been and still are sold in infanev, 
by parents and relations, particularly in times of famine and scarcity, to aiiy 
one who will purchase them ; and others used to be captured in war,' particu- 
larly by Mahomedan conquerors.''t 

The testijuouy of A. I). Campbell, Esq., a resident in India during t wenty- 
two years, and who occupied successively several important civil and ju- 
dicial stations, is to the same effect. 

" In the territories under the Madras government,," he says, " slaves arc of two 
distinctdcscriptions; the one includes the great slave population termed ^'igrcstic 
slaves,' or such as are usually employed in the field, though oecasionaUy also 
in other labour. These consist exclusively of Hindoos, who become sucli bv 
birth alone, in the peculiar castes which the usage of India has doomed to he- 
reditary bondage. This species of slavery does not exist at all in the central 
provinces of the Indian peninsula, such as the Ceded Districts, or Mvsore 
peopled by the Carnatacka ntition ; and I believe it is also unknown in the 
Northern Cirears, NcUore, &c., or in the country where the people speak the 
Telinga language ; but it is common in the southern provinces of the peninsula 
or wlierever the Tamil langnage is spoken, and it assumes its worst form on the 
westersi coast of the peninsula, or in the {provinces ^^''-'i^*'- -Mifi f<.,nn.... ti 
niher flescription of slaves consists of those who may be termed domestic. fron\ 

' fill:" *>. 1 I'linO 'JR. 
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being- emplo3'ecl only In tlic Louse itself. This kind of slavery maybe found all 
over the Madras territory, but is exceedingly rare. Individiials generally become 
domestic slaves by being sold when children by their parents, in years of scarcity 
approaching to faiuine; for famine itself, in the British territories, is happily now 
nearl}' unknown. A Hindoo, however, who buys a child on such an occasion, 
treats it as a Briton would ; not as a slave, but rather as a servant to whom food 
and raiment arc due, and whose wages have been advanced to maintain the 
existence of the authors of its being, authorized by nature to contract for its 
service until it is old enough to confirm or cancel such compact. The text of 
the Hindoo law, as well as its practice, clearl}' maintains such compacts to be 
temporary only, for it expressly mentions the gift of two head of cattle as an- 
nulling them, and entitling the child to legal emancipation ; but such fine is 
entirely' nominal ; it is never practically exacted ; and on the child attaining 
maturity it is, in practice, as free amongst the Hindoos as amongst Britons, un- 
less long habit or attachment induces it voluntarily to acquiesce in a continua- 
tion of its service. The Mussulman law acknowledges the legality of treating 
as slaves all infidels conquered by the faithful ; but its text is entirely opposed 
to the purchase of free children for the purpose of reducing them to a state of 
bondage ; yet, in practice, compacts such as arc described above, confer perma- 
nent rights on the Mahomedan purchaser ; for, under the spirit of prosely^tism 
which characterizes the ^Mussulman's faith, a male infant is no sooner purchased 
tlian it is circumcised ; and, whether male or female, it is invariably brought up 
in the Mahomedan creed, which, if it be a Hindoo (as is usually the case), ir- 
revocably excludes it from all return to its parents or relations. Besides the 
purchase of children in years of scarcity, I have heard of natives, to cancel a 
debt, voluntarily- selling themselves as domestic slaves for a certain number of 
years, but this is unusual ; and though classed as a species of servitude, it more 
resembles that of persons serving under written articles in Europe, than slavery 
of even the most quaiiiled description. There can also be no doubt that chil- 
dren arc sometimes kidnapped and sold as slaves, without the knowledge of 
their parents. As superintendent of police at Madras, 1 succeeded in 1818 in 
restoring several such children to their parents, amongst the lowest and i)oorest 
of the Hindoos ; and their anxiety to recover infants, whom they in all proba- 
bility found it very difficult to support, would have done honour to the highest 
classes of European society. I may add, that from Malabar, a province on the 
western coast of the peninsula, where the ancient institutions of the Hindoo 
government have descended to our own times nearly unimpaired, 1 recollect 
one trial having come before the Suddor Foujdary Court in 1830, in which the 
members of a high-caste Hindoo familj-, to conceal the disgrace to which they 
would have been exposed from retaining one of the daughters whose chastity 
M-as more than suspected, forcibly carried her off to a distant province, where 
they were taken up, on account of endeavouring to dispose of her as a domestic 
slave.""" 

We sluill resume this suTijcct next month, and, in the meantime, shall 
1)1! gratified by receiving any communications which may serve to tlirow 
light u})on it. It is only for the extent and character of the evil to be 
{generally kno^vn, and its doom will s])ccdily be pronounced by the 
i5ritish public. 



RELHUOI'S STATI': 01.-' Til!': Sf.AVK I'Ol'U f.ATlON IN SOl'TIi 

CANADA AND GKOliUIA. 



Thv loll()\viiif>' " are stnlcil in n " KciiorLof tlic Sijuodof South Carolina 

(Hid C,'('on/ia, to Avlioni wis referred tliu subject of ihc .Itv/iijioinf IiiNtritclioii of 
tlie colored population, at its late session, in Coloudiia, S. C. I'uhlislicd by order 
ot'tlie Synod," in llie Charleston Observer of jMarcli 'Jl2, H!o4. 

Kroin lont;' continued and close ob5;erva,Uon/' say tliu Synod by their coni- 
niittee^ " wo believe tliat their (tlic colored population's) n)oral and re]i<>ious 
condition is such, as that they may justly be considered the hmtiien of (his 
Christian coH)tlri/, and laiU fjcar compari.soi with hcuthcn in any eountrij in the 
vorhl. 

" Before ^vc attempt to set forth the duty [to evangelize these heathen] it will 
be proper to show, that the ni'fjroea are dcNtitutcof the primhHjes of the gospel, and 
ever will be, under the presoit state of thiiuj.s. There were some exceptions to 
this, they say, and they 'rejoice' in it ; but, although our assertion is broad, we 
believe that, in general, it will be found to be correct. 

" A people ma}- be said to enjoy the privileges of the g'ospel, when they have, 
1st, free access to the Scriptures ; 2nd, a regular gospel ministry ; 8rd, houses 
for public worship ; 4th, the means of grace in their own dwellings. In relation 
to the first of these-— /rt'^ access to the Scriptures — it is imiversally the fact 
throughout the slave-holding' states, that either custom or law prohibits to them 
the acquisition of letters, and consequently tliey can have no access to the Scri])- 
tures; * * * * so that they are dependent for their knowledge of 
Christianity upon oral instruction ; as much so as the unlettered heathen, when 
first visited by our missionaries. 

" Have they^, then, that amount of oral instruction which, in their circum- 
stances, is necessary to their enjoyment of the gospel? In other words, have 
they' a regular and etlicient ministry- ? Thet/ have not. In the vastfi(ild extend- 
ing from an entire state beyond the Potomac to the Sabine river; and from the 
Atlantic to the Ohio, there are, to the best of our knowledge, not twelve men 
exel'isively devoted to the religious instruction of the negroes ! * * * The 
munbcr [two millions of souls, and more] divided between them, would give 
to each a charge of near 170,000 ! 

"As to ministers of their oicn. color, they are destitute infinitely both in point 
of numbers and qualiHcations : to say nothing of the fact that such a ministry is 
looked upon with distrust, and is discountenanced by the present state of feeling 
in the South, nuch a ministrij could neither be otAuiucd nor toj.kuateu. 

" Hut do not the negroes have access to the gospel, through the stated ministry 
of the whites ? We answer, No I The A\liite popidation itself is but partially 
su})plied with ministers ; such being the fact,'wiiat becomes of the colored ? And 
tlie (jiu.'Slion may be asked with si ill greater emphasis, when we know (.hat it has 
not been customary for our ministers when they accept calls for seltlenient, to 
consider servants as a regular part of their charge. * If we take the supply 
of ministers to the whites now in the field, the amount of their labours in behalf 
of the negroes is snudl.'^ Sometliing has been done towards the "religious 
instruction of the negroes; but we venture the assertion, that if we take (he 
whole niunber of ministers in the skiveholding states, Z/^//" a very miu! I portion 
pay any attention to them. * * * * No dibit is n^.ade !o draw (liem 

out to church — but let tiiem c(>nic to hear ihr jneachinu' of ministers (u 
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while ronun.'uviliiDiiP, find .''ucli is llic clcvfilidn of lln-ir l/inouigc, ^cc. 
* " * iIk'V niii^lit .'IS vvt;ll ]>i'oacli in licbrcw or (Jrcok. The nogroos do 
iio(. imdcrst.'ind ihcin. IIciicc ihcir stiii^idlooks, JvO. * * * nnd their M/'// 
alirndniice. * * 'Mie whole (of \hv negroes ), i)r()res,sor,s and r.on-prolVf.'- 
sors, are low in tlie scale of intelligence and morality; and we are astoni.^lied 
tluis to Ond Clirislianity in absohile conjunction with IIkatiikm.^m, and yet con- 
ferring few or no benelits !" They proceed : The negroes have no regular and 
enieient ministry; as a matter of course, vn vliurvhrs, vciflicr /.v tlmrfi .^■idficicHt 
room in white diurvhcft for their (ici-omwo/lation. 

'' We know of but.//rf churcVcs in the slave-holding Staled built expressly for 
their use. These are all in the Slate of Georgia— all under colored pastors, in 
connexion with the Bnptist Association, excepting one, which has been erected 
within the pn,st ymr, by a Presbyterian clergyman, a member of this Synod, at, 
his oww expense— an expense of tlu'cc or four hundred dollars ; and he supplies 
the pulpit himself gratuitously. 

"The galleries or back seats on the lower floor, of white churches, are 
generally- appropriated to the negroes, when it can be done witli conv(!nience to 
Ihe whites ; otherwise, the negroes who attend nuist catch the gospel as it 
escapes by the doors and windows. 

We can furnish no accurate estimate of the proportion of negroes that attend 
divine worship on the sabbath, taking the slavc-liolding states together. From 
;iu extensive observation, however, we venture to say, that not a twentidh part 
attend ! Thousands and thousands hour not the sound of the gospel, or ever enter 
a church from one year to another. 

"We may now inquire if they enjoy the privileges of the gospel, in j^rivate, in 
tlieir own houses, and on their own plantations? Again we return a negative 
••inswer. They have no Bibles to read at their own fire-sides — no family altars 
— and when in ailliction, sickness, or death, they have no minister to address to 
them the consolations of the gospel, nor to bury them witli solemn and appro- 
priate services. Sometimes a kind master will perform these offices. ]f the 
master is pious, the house servants alone attend family worship, and frequentlij 
few or none of these. 

" Here and tlierc a master feels interested for the salvation of his servants, and 
is attempting something towards it, ^'c. We rejoice that there arc such, .and 
that the nundjer is increasing. In general, we may however remark, that it does 
not enter into the (nTangenient of plantations, to make provision for their reli- 
gious instruction ; and so far as masters arc engaged in this work, «?i «/wo.s^ 
unbrolmi silence reigns over the vast field. 

" We feel warranted, therefore, in the conclusion, that the negroes are desti- 
tute of the privileges of the gospel, and must continue to In; so, if nothing more is 
done for them." 



SLA\'E ^^lARKET AT NATCHES, ADA^NI'S COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI. 

The following account of the mode of buying and selling slavos at (he South, 
is from a work entitled, The South-West, by a Yankee." Ihiil, Columbia, 
liappy land ! 

1 accompanied a friend, (a planter) to the slave-juarket, whieli is situated 
about a mile from the city. It is comjiosed of a cluster of roush v/ooden build- 
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inq-s, in the angle of two roads, in front of wliicli, several saddle horses, cillior 
tied or held hy servants^ indicated a place of popular resort. 

Alighting', wc left our horses in charge of a neatly dressed yellow bo}' belong- 
ing to the establishuicnt. Entering through a wide gate into a narrow court- 
yard, partially enclosed by low buildings, a scene of a novel character was at 
once presented. A line of negroes, commencing at the entrance with the tallest, 
\y\\o was no more than five feet eight or nine inches in height — for negroes are 
a low, rather than a tall race of men — down to a little fellow of about ten years 
of age, extended in a semicircle around the riffht side of the vard. There were 
in all about forty. With their hats in their hands, which hung down by their 
sides, they stood perfectly still, and in close order, while some gentlemen were 
passing from one *o another examining for the purpose of buying. With the 
exception of displaying their tcctli when addressed, and rolling their great white 
eyes about the court, they were so many statues of the most glossy ebony. As 
we entered the mart, one of the slave merchants approached us, saying, "Good 
morning, gentlemen ! Would you like to examine my lot of boys ? I have as 
fine a lot as ever came into market." We approached them, one of us as a 
curious spectator, the other as a purchaser ; and as my friend passed along the 
line, with a scrutinizing eye — giving that singular look peculiar to the buyer of 
slaves as lie glanced from head to foot over each individual — the. passive sub- 
jects, of his observations betrayed no other signs of curiosity than that evinced 
by an occasional glance. The entrance of a stranger into the mart is by no 
means an unimportant event to the slaves, for every stranger may soon become 
his master and command his future destinies. But slaves arc seldom strono-ly 
attected by any circumstance, and their reflections never give them much uneasi- 
ness. To the generality of them, life is mere animal existence, passed in phy- 
sical exertion or enjoyment. This is the case with the field-hands in particular, 
and more so with the females than the males, who througli long life seldom see 
any other person than their master or overseer, or any other gentleman's dwell- 
ing than the " great bus," the " white house" of these domestic empires in 
which they arc subjects. To this class, a change of masters is a matter of in- 
diftercnce ; they are handed from one f o the other with the passiveness of a 
purchased horse. These constitute the lowest rank of slaves, and lowest grade 
in the scale of the human species. 

For what service particular did you want to buy ?" inquired the trader, of 
my friend. " A coachman." " There is one I think may suit you, Sir," sjiid he; 
" George, step out here." Forthwith a liglit-colonred negro, with a fine figure 
and good face, bating an enormous pair of lips, advanced a step from the line, 
and looked with some degree of intelligence, though with an air of indifference, 
upon his intended purchaser. 

" How old arc you, George.^" he inquired. " 1 don't recollect. Sir, 'xactk 

b'lieve I'm somewhere 'bout twenty-dree." "Where were you raised ?" " On 

master R 's farm in Wirginny." " Then you are a Virginian ncf^-ro." 

"Yes, massa, me full blood U'irginny." "Did you drive your master's car- 
riage ?" " Yes, massa, I drove olc missus' carriage more dan four years." 
" Have you a wife ?" " Yes, massa, I lef young wife in Richmond, but 1 got 
a new wife here in de lot. I wish you bu}' her massa, if you gwinir to buy me." 
Tiien came a series of the usual questions from the intended purchaser. " Let 

me See your teeth — your tongue — open your hands — roll up your sleeves have 

you a good appetite are you good tempered ?" "Me get mad sometime," 
repiiea ueorge,To'The~iaFt"q^^^^^ " but nebcr wid my horses." - Wliat Cio yoa 
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;isk for tLis boy, Sir?" inquired the planter, tifter putting- a few more ques- 
tions to the \inusually loquacious slave. " 1 have held him at one thousand 
dollars, but I will take nine hiuidred and seventy-five cash." The bargain was 
in a few moments concluded, and my companion took the negro at nine 
hundred and fifty, giving negotiable paper — the customary way of paying for 
slaves at four months. It is, however, generally xinderatood, that if servants 
prove unqufilified for the particular service for which thej'' are bought, the sale 
is dissolved. So there is in general perfect safety in purchasing servants \m~ 
tried, and merely on the warrant of tlie seller. George, in the meantime, stood 
by, with his hat in his hand, apparently unconcerned in the negotiations going 
on, and when the trader said to him, "George, the gentleman has 1)ought you ; 
get ready to go with him,'' he appeared gratified at the tidings, and smiled upon 
his companions, apparently quite pleased, and then bounded olF to the build- 
ings for his little bundle, in a fcAv minutes he returned and took leave of seve- 
ral of his companions, who having been drawn up into line only to be shown 
to purchasers, were now once more at liberty, and moving about the court, .all 
the visitors having left except my friend and myself. '* You mighty lucky 
George," said one congratulating him, " to get sol so quick." " Oh, you neber 
mm', Charley,'' replied the delighted George ; " your turn come soon too." 

" You know who j'ou massa be — whar he live .f*" said another. Not 
'j^actly he lib on plantation somewhar her 'bout." .After taking leave of his 
companions, George came, hat in hand, ver}^ respectfully, to his purchaser, and 
said, " Young massa, you nebber be sorry for buy George ; I make, you a good 
servant. But— beg pardon, massa — but — If massa would be so good as buy 
Jane — " " Who is Jane?" "My wife since I come from Wlrglnny. She good 
wife and good girl — she good seamstress and good nurse— make de nice shirts 
and ebery ting." "Where is she, George?" " Here she be, massa," said he, 
pointing to a bright mulatto girl, about eighteen, with a genteel figure and a 
lively countenance, who was "waiting with anxiety the reply of the planter. 
Opposite to the line of males was also a line of females, extended along the left 
side of the court. They were about twentj' in number, dressed in neat calico 
frocks, white aprons and capes, ;and fancy kerchiefs, tied in a mode peculiar to 
the negroes, upon their heads. Their whole appearance was extremely neat 
and "tidy." They could not be disciplined to the grave silence observed by 
the males, but were constantly laughing and chattering with each other in 
suppressed voices, and appeared to take generally a livelier interest in the 
transactions in which all were equally concerned. The planter approached this 
line of female slaves, and inquired of the girl her capablUtles as seamstress, 
nurse, and ironer. Her price was seven hundred and fifty dollars. He said he 
would take her to his family, and if the ladles were pleased with her, he would 
purchase her. The poor girl was as much delighted as though already pur- 
chased ; and, at the command of the trader, went to prepare herself to leave 
the mart. Some other negroes were purchased, several of whom appeared 
merely powerful combinations of bone and muscle, and the oi\\y idea sug- 
gested in tlic mind, in gazing upon them., was of a remarkable physical energy. 
In the dull [eye and fleshy mouth there was no expression indicative of in- 
tellect. 
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REPOllT OF THE PAHT.IAMF.NTARY APPRl^.NTTCESIlir 

COMMITTEE. 

It \vas clearly foreseen by the advocates of the immediate and entire 
emancipation of the slaves in the British colonies, that any measure whicli 
fell short of that would either be impracticable, or be administered in the 
spirit of the old system -svhieh it was intended to supersede. In accordance 
with this view of the case t!ie Anti-Siavcrv societies memorialized the eo- 
vernment, petitioned tlie legishituro, and finally, when defeated in their 
long-cherished hopes i)y Lord Stanley's measure, solemnly protested against 
the course which had been pursued, and threw the whole responsibility of 
it on his lordship, and those who aided him in clogging the act of freedom 
with the restriction of the apprenticeship. 

Almost immediately after the Slavery Abolition Act went into operation in 
the colonies it was found by the planters less objectionable than they im\ 
supposed. It is true the power of flogging their bondsmen was taken from 
them, but the power to coerce involuntary labour still continued. It was 
transferred only ; and it was found also by the negroes that their condition, 
instead of being what they were led to expect, was in some respects worse 
than before. The planters, therefore, became, in great measia-e, reconciled 
to it — the apprentices loathed it. 

Information of the most painful character reached this country through a 
variety of respectable channels, stating that slavery was abolished only in 
name. So strong were the representations made by the friends of the ne- 
groes, that the abolitionists again took the field, and resolved, at a public 
meeting, held in Exeter Hall, on the 15th of May, 1835, that a committee 
of inquiry was absolutely necessary to investigate the state of the law and 
practice under the new system, in the colonies. In pr.rsuance of this reso- 
lution, Mr. Buxton moved for a committee, on the 19th of June, 1835, 
which, after an interesting debate, he consented to withdraw, in conse- 
quence of certain statements made and pledges given by Sir Geoi>ge Grey. 

From that period evidence began to multiply that the colonists were de- 
termined to retain as much of the old system as possible ; and that, in 
point of fact, -they had, to a gi-eat extent, been successful. Mr. Buxton 
was therefore enabled, in the early part of the last session of parliament, 
to lay such a chug before the House of Commons as to obtain the appoint- 
ment of a select committee to inquire, &ic. 

That Committee have directed their attention principally to Jamaica, 
and have made a report on so much of the evidence laid before them as 
affects that colony. This i'cpot't- we now present to our ' readers, as the 
gi-oumUvork for some strictures which we purpose olfering in succeeding 
numbers of our Magazine. At present we merely observe that the perusal 
of it has produced in our mind a feeling the reverse of satisfaction. We 
fear that the decision of the committee will operate injuriously on the in- 
terests of the negroes ; but, when we consider tlie construction of the 
eonmuitee, eonijiosed, as it v»a;s, of four representiitives of the government,- 
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four interested in West India property, three neutrals, and only four ^vho 
could 1)0 considered as decidedly the friends of the negro, we are not sur- 
prised at its general tenor. We rejoice that the evidence accompanies the 
report, and that, consequently, all who feel interested in this subject will 
he able to form their own judgment how far the former is justified by the 
latter. One thing, however, has struck us as not a little singuUu*. It is 
this ; that no member of the Anti-Slavery Society was called on to produce 
tlio documentary evidence in illustration of their case, accumulated in their 
office. If (my difficulty existed to the insertion on the minutes of evidence 
of tlie private coiTcspondence which they had received, none could possibly 
exist to the depositions which they possessed. Sir George Grey, we per- 
ceive, Avas permitted to quote largely the correspondence of Lord Sligo with 
the Colonial office ; hut that, we shall be told, was official ; and to put on 
record also two letters of the Rev. Mr. Trew, which were private and un- 
official. This surely Avas a precedent which might have been followed in 
the other case. It may now be a question whether the documents referred 
to should not be published by the Society ; but this we leave for the con- 
sideration of its members, and proceed to lay the report itself before our 
readers. 

The Select Committee appointed to inquire into the working of the appren- 
ticesbip system in the colonies, the condition of the apprentices, and the laws 
and rognlations affecting them which have been passed, and who were em- 
powered to report their observations thereupon, together with the minutes of 
the evidence taken before them to the house, — have examined the matters to 
tliem referred, and have agreed to the following report : 

Your Comnnttee commenced tlicir inquiry hy examining the various enactments 
which have been passed in -the colonies by the local legislatures, afFocting the con- 
dition of the apprentices, with a view to ascertain the manner in wliich the inten- 
tion of the Imperial Parliament, as expressed in the Act of Emancipation, have been 
carried into effect. Tlicy soon found, however, that it would be impossible for 
tlieni to go through the wliolc subject in a satisfactory manner, during the 
present session, and determined to limit their investigation to Jamaica; in which 
colony alone they have obtained evidence sufficiently complete to be lit for 
til em to submit to the house, or to justify them in expressing an opinion. After 
having attentively considered the objections which had been urged against the 
Jamaica Acts, your Committee proceeded to obtain such information as was 
within their reach on the still more important questions connected with tlie 
practice, operations, and effects of the system of apprenticeship, which might 
serve to throw light upon the provisions of the laws which the}' had previously 
examined, or enable them to form a judgment of the present condition and 
future prospects of all classes of the inhabittmts of the colony. 

Upon the subject of the laws which have been passed in Jamaica, affecting 
the ajiprentiees, your Committee have examined several gentlemen of tliu legal 
profession, vvhose attention has been directed to them. A very full and minute 
examination of the objections which have been urged against them will be found 
in the appendix, especially in the evidence of Mr. Jeremie ; a reply to which 
is contained in that of Mr. Burgc, the agent for the island. With reference to 
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Sir George Grey, as afTording an important addition to the information which 
has already been submitted to tiie house, of the views and conduct of the 
colonial ofKce, and of the governor of Jamaica, in this respect. 

Your committee are not prepared to express an opinion upon all the points 
which have been made matter of controversy, some of which appear to rest 
upon legal difHcultics <tf considerable intricacy. They conceive that they shall 
best dischuro-e their dutv bv callinsr the attention of the house to such questions 
alone as seem to them to involve substantial and practical consequences, as well 
as important principles. 

The chief objections wliich have been taken to the Jamaica laws, which ap- 
peared to your committee to require a more detailed notice, are the following : 

1. The want of rcciprocit}' in the amount and application of the penalties in- 
ilicted by the authority of the special magistrates on irtanagcrs and on appren- 
tices. 

This objection, as far as regards the application, was noticed by Lord Stanley, 
in a despatch of the 20th of February, ]834, commenting on the Jamaica Act, 
in which the following passage occurs : 

" The 4l.ith clause enables the special magistrates to impose fines, upon the 
parties entitled to the services of any apprenticed labourer for any wrong or in- 
jury which ho may sustain from such parties." 

*' The 00th clause directs, that these fines shall be applied to the use of the 
island, as the Act has provided, tliat the apprentice should compensate by la- 
bour the loss which his employer may sustain from indolence, neglect, non- 
performance of work, or absence, it seems but reasonable that the special magis- 
trate should liave the power of compensating out of the fine the apprentice for 
the injury which he may have sustained from his employer, and I think that a 
clause should be introduced to tliat effect." 

No such clause, however, was introduced into the subsequent Act passed by 
the legislature of Jamaica, in pursuance of Lord Stanley's suggestions ; and 
Lord S'iigo appears to have concurred in the course adopted by the House of 
Assembly, in reference to that subject. 

Your committee arc of opinion, that in theory at least, the objection is well- 
finuided, and they are not uvvarc of iwy satisfactory reason for tlie omission of 
the clause recommended by Lord Stanley, No evidence has, however, been 
submitted to them of practical evil having arisen from this defect, to warrant any 
further recommendation on this point. 

2. The defective constitution of the tribunal, for the valuation" of apprentices 
applying to purchase their freedom. 

With reference to tliis objection, your committee feel themselves bound to 
state, thai a serious obstacle appctirs to have apien to the fair and equitable 
operation of tlie process of compulsory manumission. It was clearly the inten- 
tion of tlie Biitihh parliament, tli;it the apprentice should by law enjoy the right 
of having his services appraised at a fair valuation, at which he shoidd be ena- 
bled 10 purchase his own freedom ; nor can your committee suppose, that the 
intention of the J;unaica Icgishiturc differed in this respect from that of the 
Britisli parliamciU. They find, however, that undue and excessive valuations 
are alleged, on oflicial authority, in ujany instances to have occurred ; and they 
cannot but attribute this evil, in a great measure, to the constitution of the 
tribunal to wliich the valuation is bylaw confided; and which appears to them 
to give an imduc preponderance to colonial magistrates. Although no valua- 
tioii CH>! lake phice in wliich iho spooial uiagi-sffate does.jiot concur, it is crmall.Y. 
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true thjit botli or cither of the coloniiil magistrates may, by adhering to a higher 
appraisement than that which the special magistrate thinks just, render the pro- 
ceeding nugatory. They have reason, however, to believe, that the more cora- 
nion effect in sucli cases has been, tliat a value has been set upon the services of 
tlie apprentice by a compromise between the respective magistrates. 

Your committee find, that this subject has formed the topic of much corre- 
spondence between tlie Secretary of State and the Governor of Jamaica, by whom 
it was brought at an early period under the consideration of the government. 
Instructions have been at various times addressed to Lord Sligo, with a view to 
j)revent the continuance of this evil ; and he has recently been directed to sug- 
gest to tlie legislature of Jamaica, sueh an alteration of the law, as is calculated 
to place the constitution of the tribunal upon a satisfactor}' footing. Your com- 
mittee cannot but express a confident hope, that the legislature of Jamaica will 
give a prompt attention to this recommendation, which your committee conceive 
that they are bound, by good faith and every consideration of justice, to carry 
into full cfTect. 

»3. The want of adequate protection to the special magistrates against vexa- 
tious prosecutions. 

To the principle involved in this objection, your committee attach the utmost 
importance. They are of opuiion, that the beneficial working of the present 
s^'stem and the full protection of the rights of the apprentices, depend even 
more on the .administration of the law, than on the provisions of the law itself. 
They consider it of the greatest consequence, that the independence of the si)e- 
cial magistrates in the discharge of their duty should be effectually maintained ; 
and that, Avhile they are subject to a vigilant superintendence on the part of the 
executive government, they should not be exposed to any well-founded appre- 
hension of a want of due protection against vexatious proceedings. 

Two cases have been stated to your committee in which actions of trespass 
have been brought against special magistrates for acts performed in their ijiagis- 
terial capacity, and damages were obtained, which, together with the costs of 
the action, it would be altogether beyond the means of the defendants to defray. 
In each case a new trial was expected to take place, and the final decision is 
not yet ascertained. 

Your committee deem it right to observe, that, by an Act passed in Jamaica, 
in 1834, usually termed the 'Act in Aid,' a protection which was not comprised 
in tlie original Act was afforded to the magistrates. This Act expired at the 
end of 1885, but has been subsequently re-enacted for a period co-extensive 
with the apprenticeship. The actions referred to were both tried during the in- 
terval when this Act was not in force, and its re-enactment may render it im- 
probable, that actions of a similar nature will hereafter be brought. 

Your committee have ascertained the intentions of the government in bolh of 
these cases in the event of the verdicts being ultimately sustained ; the result 
will be, the efiectual protection of the individual defendants from eventual loss ; 
but should there be any repetition of actions against special magistrates not ap- 
pearing to rest on solid foundation, your committee cannot think that the evil 
would be met of any thing short of some legislative enactment, wliich would 
secure any special magistrate acting bo)\a fide in the discharge of his duty, from 
iiarassing ami vexatious prosecutions. 

The (jovernor of Jamaica has been directed to bring this subject also under 
the consideration of the icfjislaturc, and vour connuittec abstain from anv more 
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specific recommendation on this point in the liope that tlie measures already 
taken for checking the evil, may prove adequate to the attainment of the ohjcct. 
4. It has been observed, as <nn objection against the Jamaica law, that it con- 
-( tains no enactment to regulate the distribution of the time which the apprentice 
is bound weekly to give to his employer. The interpretation put upon the law 
in this respect in Jamaica negatives the presumption of the legal riglit on the 
part of the employer to exact from his ajiprentice continuous l.-ibour to an un- 
reasonable extent, and in practice nine liours appears to be the utmost amount 
of labour to which the apprentices in Jsnnaica are subject in one day by com- 
pulsor\' process. Whatever time they may give to their employers beyond this 
limit appears to be by arrangement, and for remuneration mutuall}'- agreed 
upon. It is, however, universally admitted, that, subject to the qualification 
before adverted to, the employer luis a legal right to apportion the hours of 
labour, the result has been the want of uniformity in the distribution of the legal 
time. Two systems are prevalent in Jamaica : the one termed the nine hours' 
system, by which the apprentice works nine hours a day for four dnys in the 
week, and four and a half on the fifth day, having the h.nlf of Friday and the 
whole of Saturday at his own disposal. The other is termed the eight hours' 
system, by which he works eight hours a day for four days in the week, and 
eight and a half on the fifth. 

From the evidence which your committee have received on this subject, there 
appears to be no doubt, that the former system is very generally and decidedl}'' 
approved by the apprentices, as it leaves tiiem a large portion of time, free from 
interruption at their own disposal, for the cultivation of their grounds or for any 
other purpose. Your committee are convinced that that sj'stem must prove 
most conducive to the interests of the employers, which will secure the most 
cheerful acquiescence on the part of the apprentices, and thej' cannot but ex- 
press their hope, that the example which' has been set on many of the larger 
properties, of meeting the wishes of the apprentices on this subject, by an ad!ic= 
rence to the nine hours' system, will be generally followed throughout the 
island. 

In connexion with this subject, your committee would observe, that thc}^ have 
examined into the discontinuance of certain Indulgences which were iisually 
granted to the negro when in a state of slavery, and which it has been urged are 
secured to him in the same manner as the other allowances by the Imperial Act, 
during the period of the apprenticeship. 

Although your committee do not feel warranted in putting this construction 
upon the Act, yet thej- conceive, that it is to be regretted, that those indul- 
gences should in any case be withhold, as long as the a]iprcntice works in a 
proper maimer for his employer, during the time which he is bound to give him; 
unless indeed a compensation is given to him hy an increased amount of w.'igcs 
for the extra labour which he voluntarily undertakes to perform ; apian which 
seems to have been adopted by Mr. Shirley, upon his estates, with equal judg- 
ment and humanity. It appears that these indulgences have been verj- gene- 
rally continued to (he apprentices upon the l.'irger properties, 

n. Your committee have felt it tlii-ir duty to institute a strict inquiry into the 
jillegcd cases of corporal punisluncnt inflicted on female apprentices. They 
found tli.'it this subject had enrvafred the close attention both of llic local "-overn- 
ment of Jamaica and of the government of this colony, and that measures had 
already been t;iken to prevent the recurrence of the violntion of that most im- 
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portnnt enactment, contained alike in tlie Imperial Act for the Abolition of 
Slavery, and in the Jamaica statute, which prohibits the infliction of corporal 
piinishmciH on female apprentices. 

The result of Lord Sligo's inquiry upon this point, led to the discovery of 
many instances of a practice of tliis nature, existing for offences against the dis- 
cipline of the workhouse in the houses of correction in Jamaica, not under the 
immediate control of the executive government, but subject to local regulations 
and superintcmience. Your committee are happy to observe that the legality 
of this puiii.sliment has in no instance been asserted, but that all parties in 
Jamaica have concurred in its being contrary to the enactment in tlie Abolition 
Act before referred to. In several cases prosecutions were instituted against the 
offenders, by order of the governor; in one recent case the party was convicted, 
and the ilk-gality of the punishment thereby established. As, however, some 
doubt has been thrown upon the construction which may be ])laced on the law 
in this respect, your committee are of opinion, that it is essential that such doubt 
should be effectually removed. The attention of the House of Assembly of 
Jamaica has been directed to the subject, and as they had distinctly recorded 
their opinion of the illegality of this mode of punishment, your committee en- 
tertain the fullest confidence, tliat they will not fail to take such measures as 
will prevent the possibility of the continuance of a practice at once contrary 
to law, and abhorrent to the best feelings of our nature. 

In connexion with this branch of their inquiry, your committee feel it right 
to express their opinion that the practice of working females in ch;iins (of a 
light description it is true) when in the penal gang, is open to serious objection. 
Although it may be expedient, ajid even necessary, that female apprentices 
should be sentenced in some cases to the penal gang, your committee consider 
that the hibour and degradation involved in that punishment, would be a suffi- 
cient object of terror without the addition of chains, and that the effect of this 
addition cannot fail to have an injurious influence on the characters and feelings 
of individuals. They are of opinion, that, in the infliction of punishment, care 
ought to be taken to avoid any thing which needlessly tends to lessen that self- 
respect, which, in the female character especially, it is of the highest importance 
to maintain, or, when it does not exist, to create. 

G. Strong objections have been urged against the present state of the law with 
regard to marriages, which confines to clergymen of the Church of England the 
power of solennii'/ing the marriage ceremony. It appears to your committee 
to be of the utmost consequence in such a state of society as now exists in 
Jamaica, that all ground for these complaints should be speedily and completely 
removed. They do not, however, feel it necessary to dilate upon this svibject, 
as they find that the same view of it has been taken by Lord Glenelg, and they 
concur in the trust expressed by his lordship in his circular of the 5th of ^lareh, 
]83(>, to the Governors of tiie West India Colonies, that the local leglshiturcs 
" will promptly and diligently apply themselves to the work of muturin.g a 
liberal and comprehensive law, dispelling all doubts respecting the validity of 
marriages already celebrated by the missionaries, and removing ail obstacles to 
their solemnizino- such contracts hereafter amongst the members of their various 
couffreffations." 

7. The present conduct of that portion of the negro population which was 
under the age of six years on August 1st, l[3o4, and is consequently free, has 
been forcibly \irged upon the attention of your committee by several competent 
and respectable witnesses. It appears that there exists a general disinclination 
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on the part of the parents of those children to suffer them to become apprentices; 
(a cii;pumstance which your committee cannot but consider indicative of the 
just value which the negroes attach to freedom ;) that the moans of education 
arc provided for them in a most inadequate manner, and the consequence is, 
that they arc growing- up for the most part in ignorance and idleness. Your 
committee need not dwell upon the great importance to the future prospects of 
the West India colonies,, that bad habits should not be formed in the minds of the 
rising generation, which are but too likely to become contagious. With a view 
to prevent so great an evil, your committee trust that the legislature of Jamaica 
■will take immediate measures (as they have stated their willingness to do) for 
the better encouragement of schools, which, independently of the peculiar case 
of the children who have been referred to^ appear to be exceedingly wanted for 
tlie general use of the negro community, and in that event, your committee 
hope, that parliament may feel disposed to contribute, in future sessions, yet 
more liberally than they have already done, towards the attainment of this most 
pressing and momentous object. 

Your committee have thus commented upon the principal points which have 
been brought before their notice, and upon a general review of the evidence 
which they have received, they conceive that they Jire warranted in expressing 
a belief, that the system of apprenticeship in Jamaica is working in a manner 
not imfavourable to the momentous change from slavery to freedom, which is 
now going on there. They perceive undoubtcdl}', many traces of those evils 
which are scarce!}' separable from a state of society confessedly defective and 
anomalous, and which can only be defended as one of {preparation and transi- 
tion. But, on the other hand, they see much reason to look forward with a 
confident hope to the result of this great experiment. In the evidence they 
have received, they find abundant proof of the general good conduct of the 
apprentices, and of their willingness to work for wages wherever they are fairly 
and considerately treated by their employers. It is indeed fully proved, that 
the labour thus voluntarily performed by the negro, is more cfi'ectual than that 
which was obtained from him while in a state of slavery, or wliich is now ffiven 
to his employer during the period for which he is compelled to work as an 
apprentice. The mutual suspicion and irritaiion of the different clnsses of the 
comnnmity, appear to be gradually subsiding; and, on the part of the negro 
population, industrious habits, and the desire of moral and physical improve- 
ment, seem to be gaining ground. Under these circumstances, your connnittee 
feel bound to express tlieir conviction that nothing could be more unfavourable 
than any occurrence which had a tendency to unsettle the minds of either class, 
with regard to the fixed determination of the Imperial Parliament, to preserve 
inviolate both parts of the solemn engagement by which the services of the 
apprenticed labourer were secured to his employer for a definite period, and 
under specified restrictions, at the expiration of which, he is to be raised to a 
state of unqualified freedom, and be governed by laws frauicd in all respects on 
the same principle as those to which his white fellow-subjects arc amenable. 
Some of the objections taken to the Jamaica legislation, have been satisfac- 
. torily explainc<l by further evidence in the course of (he investigation, and do 
not therefore appear to require any specific notice. Upon other points wliich 
have not been satisfactorily explained, your committee have omitted to animad- 
vert, because they believe that the attention of the colonial office, and of the 
Governor of the island has been, and that they trust it will continue to be, 
steadily r.'id unreiviittingly directed to every part of the subject. In conclusion. 
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your committee would observe, that it appears to them to be most expedient 
that such enactments as are intended to come into operation after 1840, should 
as mucli as possible be delayed until that period sliall arrive, and at all events 
be postponed until the time which more unmediatcly precedes it. 

August 18, 183G. 



RESOLUTIONS PASSED IN JAMAICA. 

It affords us great pleasure to lay the following resolutions before our 
readers ; the more so, from their being passed in a colony so long inured to 
the degrading abominations of the slave system : and most earnestly do wo 
commend thorn to the attention of the professors of religion and members of 
churches in the A merican States. 

At a Meeting of the Baptist Ministers connected with the Western Union, in 
the Island of Jamaica, held in Falmouth, on the 7th of September, 1830, it 
was resolved : 

That it has afforded us much pleasure to hear of the efforts which the Baptist 
Union, and other kindred associations, are now making in the sacred cause of 
civil and religious liberty ; more especially in regard to the state of the churches 
in America: and we consider it expedient to inform our friends at home, that 
the distinction of colour, so justly the reproach of the Christian Societies in that 
land of professed liberty, are in our religious assemblies and the churches under 
our care unknown. Guided by the divine principle, that all are one in Christ 
Jesus, our Societies arc conducted, and the officers of our churches appointed, 
without the least reference to those adventitious 'circumstances, in which our 
brethren and sisters of a darker hue arc placed ; and that we are disgusted 
with the specious pretexts by which American Christians defend such manifest 
deviations from the temper and genius of the gospel. 

That we most hcartilj' concur in the sentiments advanced at the! late Annual 
Mecting!of the Baptist Union held; in London, that any failure in the great 
experiment of emancipation in this and other West India [Islands, is to be 
attributed, not to any unfitness in tlic African for freedom, but from the many 
unrighteous and deeply-oppressive restrictions with which that great national 
measure has been fettered. 

That the efforts now' making by the friends of Immanity in England to 
arouse to a proper sense of the enormity of the guilt contracted by the professors 
of religion in America, in upholding and defending the enslaving' of their 
fellow-men and fellow-Christians, is to us a source of sacred joy. And that, 
the determination of many Cliurclics not to hold Christian intercourse with 
those who cither traffic in human flesh, or refuse their aid for the extinction of 
this great abomination, in such direct violation of tlie known requirements of 
the religion they profess, will, we fervently hope, load the Christians of America, 
by one well-timed and energetic effort, to rid themselves and their country of 
that Moloch of Iniquity which, in the opinion of all whose minds arc not 
warped by that insidious monster, renders them the pity instead of the admira- 
tion of the world. 

That we hail with joy, as the bright liarbingcr of hope, tliat noble band of 
ministers of the Redeemer wlio, in the strorigholcls of American opiircssion, 

T 



138 



Address of the Glasgow Emancipation Society, 



have publicly dcckrcd themselves the advocates of the immediate emancipation 
of their fellow-mcn ; and most sincerely do we M'ish them success; while 
bitter is our sorrow at the conduct of those who, by their criminal snpincncsSj 
assist in keeping their fellow-Christians in a state of ignorance and servitude, in 
which every principle of honour, justice, and reliolon is outraged. 
Signed, 

Thos. Burcholl, John Clark, 

^Villiam Knibb, Samuel Oughton, 

Tlios. F. Abbott, Benjamin Dexter, 

Walter Dendy, John flutchins. 



ADDRESS OF THE GLASGOW EMANCIPATION SOCIETY, 
To the Friends of the Enslaved, in Scotland, England, and Ireland, in behalf of 
Five Millions yet in Slavery throughout the World, 

The Glasgow Emancipation Society, on considering the present state of the 
cause in which they are engaged, deem it their duty to address the friends of 
the enslaved, throughout the kingdom. 

Encouraged by the success which has attended the experiment in our own 
colonies, imperfect as it has been rendered by the Apprenticeship scheme — and 
especially encouraged by the example of complete emancipation exliibitcd in 
Antigua and the Bermudas ; yet contemplating with deep concern, that in all 
this, only 800,000 slaves have participated, while there are still five millions of 
our fellow-men in slavery throughout tlie world ; and therefore, all that has been 
done, bearing but a small projiortion to what yet remains, the friends of the 
enslaved are called upon, by every principle of humanity and religion, to " re- 
member them that are in bonds as bound with them," and to use every elTort 
that " the oppressed may go free." 

Acting upon this principle, this Society, immediately after tlie Slavery Aboli- 
tion Enactment, associated to promote the Abolition of Slavery throughout the 
world ; and, along with the Edinburgh Society, engaged the celebrated Anti- 
Slavery advocate, Gkohok Thompson, Esq., who had j^reviousl}' been invited by 
the New England Anti-Slavery Society, to go to the United States, to assist tlic 
friends of the slave there, by his powerful talents, in promoting the cause of 
abolition. 

This he has done, and has been so highly instrumental along with the nd l o- 
cates of the cause in America, in arousing a great proportion of the people to 
consider and embrace abolition principles, that the slavery-interested xmd their 
friends became so infuriated against iiim, that he was advised, indeed obliged, 
to retire from the field, his life being threatened. 

^ We expected, that in the meantime, the friends of the enslaved throughout 
this country, who had so nobly struggled 'for the freedom of our own slaves, 
would have kept the field with us, until slavery was driven, not from our own 
colonies alone, but from every corner of the globe. 

But we regret that few, comparatively, of these Associations have yet joined 
m this contest. This may have arisen from their not having duly considered 
the subject, or from not liaving the ;?amc means of usforniation regarding it that 
we have had ; or some may have thought our duty extended only to our own 
slaves, and tljat we had no right to interfere, or no means of effectually interfer- 
ing with other nations, and tliat it was enough to hold out to them our example. 
Such conclusions, hov,-cvcr, must arise from imperfectly considering the subject. 
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Wc do not intend here to expose the fallacy of these vicws^ or to show that 
wc may interfere, and that efTectualiy ; and that it is our duty to do so, by every 
lawful, constitutional, and Christian means in our power ; but, as we intend 
this as a friendly address to those individuals or Societies who have already 
espoused, or are likely soon to espouse, the same cause with us, and to be pre- 
sented to them by our highly, respected friend, and. the ardent friend of the 
slave — Gioo. Thompson, whom we have further engaged to arouse the people of 
this country to the consideration of this important subject ; we will leave it to 
him to dissipate these or any other views which ma}' have prevented the friends 
of the slave from embarking |more generally in the same x^hilanthropic and 
Christian undertaking : and on this point, will only advert to an entreaty of the 
amiable Secretary of the American Anti-Slavery Society, Elizuii Wuight, who, 
in a letter to Geoiioe Tuomi'son, says, "Give us your sympathies — the sympa- 
thies of the people of Great Britain are fatal to the cause of our enemies." 

Five millions of our fellow-men in slavery ! — reduced to the lowest degrada- 
tion — to a level with the brutes — and retained in the [grossest ignorance, that 
they may be kept in slaver}^ and subjected to every cruelty that their tyrant 
oppressors can devise, demand our sympathies. Can wo withhold them ? Shall 
we not resolve, henceforth, unceasingly to urge their chiims by every means in 
our power, until every man of them shall stand forth, acknowledged as '^u man 
and a brother ;" and every ''woman as a sister;" until they are admitted^, in 
short, to all the rights and privileges of their fellow-men ? 

The undertaking is vast, the field is large, and " the labourers are few." But 
they may be increased, if every friend to the cause would charge himself with 
increasing the number, by adding to it himself, and as many as he can per- 
suade of his friends. By ardour and perseverance the work may, ore long, 
through the blessing of God, be accomplished ; and for our encouragement, it 
is a work which we have every reason to trust that God will prosper. 

Let us then persevere — united efforts will accomplish much ; therefore, we 
would earnestly recommend you, whether few or many, to associate. This you 
)nay do either as Independent or Auxiliary Societies to ours, or any other larger 
than your own in your neighbourhood, as you may think proper. Much yet 
remains to be done. may have to petition parliament to regulate the 

Apprenticeship nmrc agreeably to the sjiirit of the Slavery Abolition Act ; or 
probably to abolish it altogether — for it should never have been enacted. We 
may also have to i^etition or address the Government, to use their influence, by 
treaties or otherwise, with foreign powers who hold slaves, to induce them to 
abolish slavery, as a pledge of thoir sincerity in the promotion of civil liberty, 
and tlie only effectual means of totally extinguishing the slave trade. There- 
fore, by forming effective Societies, a more lively and efliclent interest in the 
cause will be kept up throughout the kingdom ; funds will be collected to pro- 
mote these objects ; a nucleus will be formed for the reception and diffusion of 
inform;ition respecting the progress of the cause ; for communication with kin- 
dred Societies, when any general and united effort is to be made ; and for cor- 
respondence with Foreign Societies. Thus would wc encourage one another, 
and stimulate the friends of the enslaved across the Atlantic, who are more ex- 
posed to the assaults of the enemies of human liberty. 

Signed in name, and by appointment of the Committee of the Glasgow 
Emancipation Society 



John MuiuiAV, J e^..^/...; . 



Glaayow, Ociobcr 28, li33G. 
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LYNCH LAW. 

A pamphlet lias recently been issued in America entitled ''Proceedings of 
the Citizens of Madison County, Miss., at Livingston, in July 1835, in relation 
to the trial and punishment of several individuals implicated in a contemplated 
insurrection in this state." Prepared by Thomas Shackelford, Esq., pp. 40, 
12mo. This publication presents a frightful and horrifying view of the atro- 
cities engendered by the slave sj'stem, and ca'.mot be read without exciting the 
disgust and indignation of every honest mind. AVherc is the boasted liberty of 
America, if such villanies are allowed to escape without condign punish- 
ment? 

From this publication it appears that, in consequence of " rumours" that the 
slaves meditated an insurrection, that a coloured girl had been heard to say 
that "she "was tired of waiting on the white folks, wanted to be her own mis- 
tress the balance of her days, and clean up her own house," &c., a meeting of 
slaveholders was held, who signed resolutions, organizing a committee, or 
Lynch Court, authorising them to " bring before them any person or persons, 
either white or black, and try, in a summary manner, any person brought before 
them, with the power to hang or whip, being always governed b}^ the laws of 
the land, so far only as it (they) shall be applicable to the case in question, 
otherwise to act as in their discretion shall seem best for the benefit of the 
country, and in protection of its citizens." 

Previous to the organization of this Lynch Committee, five slaves had been 
examined, condemned, and put to death by hanging. Among them was a slave 
by the name of Jim, " a very sensible, fme-looking fellow." One of the Lynch 
Court, Jesse Mabry, says, " 1 was appointed to examine him. — He would not 
for some time make any confession, but at length agreed that, if I would not 
punish him any more, he would make a full confession."— Mabry speaks of the 
examinations of other slaves, and goes on to say, '-'after getting through with 
these examinations, Jim, Backee, Weaver, Russell, and Sam, were all put to 
death by hanging !" That is, after it had been agreed with these suspected slaves 
that they should be scourged no longer, if they would confess all they knew, they 
were all hanged on the spot ! 

The Lynch Court proceeded to try Dr. Joshua Cotton, a native of New 
England. It was proved to the satisfaction of the court that he had been de- 
tected in making low tricks, that he was deficient in feeling and aA'cction for 
his second wife, that he traded with negroes, that he asked a negro boy whether 
the slaves were whipped much, how he would like to be free, &c. It is stated 
that Cotton then made a confession that he had been aiming to bring about a 
conspiracy. The committee condemned him to be hanged in an liour after 
sentence. 

William Saunders, a native of Tennessee, was next tried. He was convicted 
of " often being out all night, and giving no satisfactory explanation for so 
doing ;" of equivocal conduct ; of being intimate with Cotton, &c., whereupon 
the committee, by a unanimous vote, found him guilty, and sentenced him to 
be hanged ; and was executed on the fourth of Juhj, with Cotton. 

Albc Dean, a native of Connecticut, was next tried. He was convicted of 
being a lazy, indolent man, having very little pretensions to honesty; of "pre- 
tending to make a living by constructing washing-machines; of " often comino' 
to the owners of runawaj'S, and intercede witli their masters to save them from 
a w}iim>iiKr." lie was sentenced to be hung, and was oxocuferL Hp -lu.fi ;n 
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doo-cred silence," says the narrator, "^neither acknowledging liis guilt, nor as- 
serting his innocence.'' 

A. L. Donovan, of Ken., was next put upon his trial. He was suspected of 
having traded with the negroes, of being found in their cabins, and enjoying 
himself in their society, it was proved that "at one time he actually undertook 
to release a negro wlio was tied, which negro afterwards implicated him ; and 
that he once told an overseer " it was cruel work to be whipping the pooi' ne- 
<7JW«' as he was obliged to do." The committee were satisfied, from the evi- 
dence before them, that Donovan was an emissary of those deluded fanatics at 
the north, the abolitionwts. lie was condemned to be hanged, and suffered 
accordingly. Ruel Blake was next tried, condemned and hung. "lie pro- 
tested his innocence to the last, and said his life was sworn away.'' Sucli is 
Lynch Law ! 



AN APOLOGY FOR DRS. REED AND MATHESON'S NARRA- 
TIVE, BY THEIR AMERICAN PUBLISHERS. 

TiTE servility of tlic American press is sickening. The tl ireats and the 
bribes of the South are omnipotent througliout the other states, and effec- 
tually repress miy such exhibition of public feeling as their free institutions 
and pious ancestry would have led us to expect. Statesmen, politicians, 
priests, literary and theological professors, mercliants, editors, and publisliers, 
all fall down and worship before the Dagon of the South. The influence 
exercised at the North, by the abettors of slavery, is truly giievous and as- 
tonishing. Before the slightest intimation of their displeasure, the New 
Eujzlander seems to quail. Firm and intractable as he mav be in his ne- 
gociations with the people of every other region, he is one of the most sub- 
missive of human beings, when the commands of the South are issued. 
Regardless of liis own interests, and despising the suggestions of honour, 
Immanity, and religion, he becomes the instrument of a part})- which pro- 
claims the American constitution to be a cheat, and the prevalence of free- 
dom incompatible with the welfare of the humrm race. A singular instance 
of this lias been furnished at New York, in connexion witli the publication 
cf Drs. Reed and Matheson, narrating their visit to the Congi-egational 
and Presbyterian churches of America. It is pretty generally known that, 
while this work contains an able and severe refutation of slavery, it seriously 
el iminates the £ibolition party. It is not for us to account for or to recon- 
cile these facts, nor shall we stop to point out the erroneous principles and 
lallaeious reasonings which are conspicuous throughout the censures so un- 
sparingly expressed. 

The pro-slavery party in America proclaimed a triumph so soon as these 
volumes appeared. They did not notice, or noticing, they did not regard, 
the general censiu-es which were passed on their slave system. It was 
enough for them that the abolitionists, the only men who had honestly de- 
nounced, and were vigorously seeking its overthrow, were held up to 
nublic reprobation as devoid of iudLnncnt and rogardloss of the means 
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hj wliich done their object could be obtained : men of heated passions, but 
weak in intellect, whoso ignorance of mankind and impetuosity of temper 
■were throwing back the cause which thej^ were professedly seeking to ad- 
vance. Passages containing such reflections were quoted by the magazines, 
reviews, and newspapers in the interest of the slaveholder, and were repre- 
sented as indicative of the light in which British Christians regarded the 
abolitionists of America. 

. But, though the work of the Congregational deputies supplied missiles 
for a skirmish, it was soon found not to be suited to the temperature of the 
South. The calumniated abolitionists drew from it arguments which their 
opponents could not meet, and triumphantly proved, whatever suspicions 
may }i.ave been engendered by the silence of the deputies during their stay 
in America, that in this countiy, and amongst their own brethren, they 
were constrained to speak out strongly. The result was what every person 
acquainted with the state of American feeling would have anticipated. 
The editor of the Columbia Telescope (S. C.) cautioned the publishers at 
New York against issuing works containing] oti'cnsivo sentiments on the 
subjects of slavery • and the latter, instead of indignantly rejecting the 
counsel as an insult, dishonoured themselves by the following letter to their 
adviser : — 

New York, Dec. 81, 1835. 

Sir, 

We noticed in your paper of the IStli instant some remarks upon a 
book published by us (Reed and Matheson's Narrative), in which you give us a 
word of caution respecting the jiublication of books, containing offensive senti- 
ments or statements on the subject of slaverj-. 

Feeling confident that your remarks, so far as they relate personally to us, 
were intended in a friendly spirit, we give you our thanks for them, and beg leave 
to assure you that nothing cati be farther from our wishes or intentions than any 
lending of our press to the dissemination of doctrines obnoxious, in this point of 
view, to censure. Of course, as you must be aware, we cannot read, or even 
procuve to be read, all the books we publish ; we arc careful to do so when we 
liave reason to suspect any thing improper; but in many instances we arc ob- 
liged to rcl}' on the reputation, literary and personal, of the authors. In the 
case of Reed and Matheson's Narrative, wc were applied to by those gentlemen 
to publish their work, and we ascertained that they were highly esteemed, as 
gentlemen and Christians ; tlicir work, therefore, was not examined, and indeed 
at that time the subject of abolition had not become the occasion of so much 
excitement, as it has since unh.-ippily caused. We had no suspicion of it 
whatever. 

To convince you that we have no desire to make our publications a medium 
of "incendiary circulation," wc will merely state that we have, in several in- 
stances at once declined having any tiling to do with works, both of foreign and 
domestic oi'igin, which have been offered to us, on finding that they were in this 
respect obiectionable, although we have every reason to believe that, on other 
accounts, they would sell extensively. 

You have no doubt heard of Mr. Abdy's book, which was represented to us 
as verv ably written, and likely to be profitable ; but we were told, also, that- 
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Mr. Abdy ms an abolitionist, and we would have nothing to do with him. We 

are, very respectfully, , ^ 

Your obedient servants, 

Harper & Brothers. 

"What can be more base than this ?" inquires tlie Editor of the Emancipator, 
in commenting on the affair. " An Apology for publishing Keed and Matheson's 
Narrative ! And then, what an apology ! It was all done by mistake— a pure 
oversight ! Their business is so extensive, they * cannot read, or even procure 
to be read, all the books they publish,' though they ' are careful to do so when 
they have reason to suspect any thing improper.' It is very proper, indeed, and 
very harmless withal, to poison the morals of the community by the publication 
of trashy novels, by the obscenities of Fielding and Ovid— quite proper to make 
a thrust at liberty, by the publication of unblushing defences of slavery ; but to 
publish aught against slavery ! Oh ! no— they would not do that for the world. 
' Nothing could be farther from their wishes or intentions than any lending of 
their press to the dissemination of doctrines obnoxious' to slave-masters. In- 
deed, they have already evinced the sincerity of their wishes and intentions in 
the case, for ' they have, in several instances, nt once declined having any thing 
to do with works that were in this respect objectionable' Even ' Mr. Abdy's 
book,' though 'ably written, and likely to be profitable,' was condemned be- 
cause he ' was an abolitionist/ And, more than all, they might have added, wc 
intend soon to make our love of slavery, and our crouching servility to j'our 
lordships, still more manifest, by the publication of Mr. Paulding's book, in 
which you will find a most beautiful attempt to justify slavery, and prove, be- 
yond dispute, thatslavoholdcvs ' are honourable men — all honourable men.' 

" Out upon such base and wicked servility ! It may serve a turn just now, 
but do not its authors know that, in this act, they have published themselves to 
the world as traitors to human liberty and human rights } It were bad enough 
for any men, and especially for professed followers of Wesley, as we understand 
some of the Harpers to be, to occupy neutral ground, and refuse to lend their 
press to either side of the great conflict now waging between liberty and slavery; 
but to take sides with those, whom Wesley declared to be ' exactly on a level 
with men-stealcrs,' and against tliose to whom, in the person of Wilbcrforce, he 
said, as his dying exhortation, 'Go on, in the name of God, and in the power 
of his might, till even American slavery (the vilest that ever saw the sun) 
shall vanish before it;' — this is -past endurance, and ought to bring do\m on its 
authors the withering disapprobation of every friend of liberty in the land !" 



SLAVE-HOLDING MINISTERS A S 

On my return to A-'irginia, in 1R1.5, after 
the discussion respecting man-stealing, 
wliicli took place in tlie Presbyterian Ge- 
neral Assembly of that year, I was in- 
formed, that there had been a great excite- 
ment during my absence, respecting a 
coloured man who belonged to a preaclier, 
and I was referred to Mr. F. for the par- 
ticulars. Mr. F. had been nurtured among 
the Friends, and altboiigh I believe not 
actuallv numbered witl) the Society, yet he 
retained many of their princi])les and habits 
of life. After Ibe usual salutation, 1 intro- 
duced the subject, and he spontaneously 



ANUAL TO THEIR PROFESSION. 

disclosed liis feelings in these words : " I 
believe tliat you preachers are the greatest 
liynocrites in the world." I answered, 
" Not all of "S, 1 bo}>e, Mr. P., certainly 
they are not all deceivers." Mr. F. replied, 
" liow do J know? there's 11., I thought 
he was tlie best man in tlie world, and look 
at the trick he has pluved me. 1 Avill hear 
no more of your preaching and praving, it 
is all hypocrisy." He finallv said, tliat 
so far he could not apjdv his censure to me; 
but lie had no doubt that if thi'vc w;vs only 
tlie chance, I should swap, cheat, and drive 

c»l*i^rr»ct llT-/-i t«/icf fliOKi 
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After tl»o lirst burst of his indignation 
had passed away, l»o resumed his usual 
<^uanimity, and tbon i>roceeded to recount 
the tide. Instead of the conversational 
fonn, 1 have condensed it into a narrative. 

It seems, that some years before this 
period, tlu? ]ireachcr had exchanged a stal- 
lion horsii for a citizen ; the difierence in 
value of the two animals was paid as usxi.il. 
Ther-} wns an uncU^rgtauding at the time of 
the barter, that when Tom should have 
fully earned tlie price paid for him, he 
should be emancipated ; and with this en- 
ticing' lure in jirospect, Tom, to use their 
own «-\pression, went to work like a negro. 
Merely to relieve his wife, and against their 
mutual principles miu feelings, Mr. F. had 
purchased a coloured woman for domestic 
duties, smd with this female, Tom by con- 
sent of the parties cohabited. 'J'hus years 
revolved, until some one of the honest 
Christians around, put it into Tom's head, 
that lie liad earned mucli more than he cost, 
snd therefore, was justly entitled to his 
freedom by the contract. 

'J'om took proi)er advice, and being as- 
sured that the valuation of his labour was 
correct, began to talk to R., the preacher, 
about going free. His claim was at first 
i!isregar<lt;d ; then denied ; and as Tom 
bpcanift more clamorous, he was threatened. 
Amid Uiis feverish excitement montlis 
passed away, until, in a momentary fit of 
delirious rage, Tom, finding that he could 
not be free, resolved to mutilate himself, 
and with an axe chopped off the thumb and 
fore-linger, 1 think, of his riglit hand. 

"I his gave a new aspect to the affair. R. 
speedily after removed to a distance, and 
not caring about Tom in his then sulky 
humour and lielpless state, left him to be 
cured, and to work through the winter in 
any way which ho could. At the latter end 
of' May, 1815, llie preacher appeared, to 
make a final disposition of Tom. He at- 
tempted to sell him in vain. By all per- 
sons, even those who had no truly just no- 
tions of their own, the man was deemed to 
be justly entitled to his freedom. These 
would not purchase. The other "brokers 
in the tnule of human blood,'' would not 
buy a slave thus maimed and damaged, and 
the slave-barterer was in a quandary. The 
path of duty, justice, and humanity was plain 
and obvious — but thalrecpiired the abandon- 
ment of sevorul hundreds of dollars ; and con- 
sequently, it w as useless to expectthat a man 
who had already violated his agreement, 
and been tlje cause of an irreparable in- 
jury, would voluntarily " do justly and L.-ve 
inercv." lie knew well, that Tom wouid 
be a source of unceasing vexation around 
liis own houso, and tliereforo/ he iiad no 
alternative but to trafiic or emancipate him, 
'i'ijfi former seemed impracticable, and the 
latter would cost too nmcli. A gooil con- 



science is too precious a jewel for a slave- 
driving preacher to possess ! One metiiod 
only remained, and tliat was to tamper with 
Mr. F. ; and tliroughTouvs connexion with 
his domestic coloured female, and his bene- 
volent sensibilities, to induce Mr. F. to 
jjurchase the man, notwithstanding his al- 
tered condition, at the original price. When 
this propo.-iiljon was first made to F. it was 
indignantly lujected. " I bought a woman 
against my judgment, " remarked the 
Friend, " merely to ])reserve my wife's 
health, and she has been a burden upon my 
mind ever since, I will not trade in any 
more of my fellow-creatures. Set Tom free 
according to your ])romise, and if he 
chooses to stay about here, I will employ 
him." To this plan the preacher stead- 
fastly objected. After some additional ex- 
planations, Mr. F. |)roeeeded, " If you will 
emancipate Tom, 1 will manumit the wo- 
man ; and she shall live with me as before 
upon the customary wages." This proffer 
was scouted by the preacher with ecjual in- 
flexibility. JMr. F. tiien added, "Take 
Tom away mth you; and rather than separsite 
the man and woman, I will liberate her, 
that she may accompany him." 

But now another and an insujierable 
difficult}' arose. The woman refused to be 
emancipated upon that condition ; and with 
most provoking contempt declared, " 1 
will not live with a preacher who has 
cheated my man out of his work and his 
freedom, and drove him, in a fit of rage, to 
cut off his thumb and linger ; I would 
rather be Mr. F.'s slave. I will never live 
with that preacher." In this dilemma the 
afl'air remained ; until after some days ])ro- 
bably hud elapsed, tired of tlie woman's 
lamentations at the idea of being obliged to 
se])arate from her man, wearied with Tom's 
unceasing importunities that F. would jjur- 
chase him, with every promise of faithful- 
ness, gratitude, and diligence to repay him ; 
and exasperated at the unfeeling barbarity 
and unprincipled rapacity of the preacher, 
F. bought Tom, I believe, at the original 
price, wliich was paid for him in the barter 
for tlie horse. 

When J\lr. F. had closed his detail, be 
subjoined, " Excuse me, all you preacliers 
are hypocrites, and as such, I never will 
have any thing more to do with you." llu 
kept his word, lie was always affaljle, 
kind, and friendly as ever ; after my re- 
moval from Virginia used regularly to call 
upon me with all cordiality ; often ex- 
pressed his regret at the treatment 1 had 
experienced in Virginia, expressed his in- 
dignation against 11. and liis flagrant ini- 
quity, denounced slavery in the most un- 
measured terms ; but unless he heard my 
farewell address when 1 left Virginia, I 
j)resuirie has never since attended the public 
worship ofCiod. Bourne's Viclai'P of Slitvenj, 
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AMERICA AN EXAMPLE TO THE WORLD. 

America lias frequently been referred to by pliilosopliers as solving the 
problem in the theory of legislation, How ftir a people may be intrusted 
as the conservators of their own laws and institutions ? whether those gra- 
dations of rank and influence which have obtained the precedence in old 
and established governments are necessary, or even favourable to the 
growth of a people's prosperity and happiness ? V olumes have been 
written on this as an abstract question ; and ail parties in the dispute cast 
their eyes towards the United States as the nation most favourably 
situated for working out the problem^ and turning the theory into a sub- 
stantial historical fact. The circumstances and experience of the first 
founders of this commonwealth gave them advantages of no ordinary 
character. The active agents in this great undertaking had been, for the 
most part, the jiroscribed and banished men of other countries, who had 
left the land of their birth that they might enjoy liberty, especially 
that of a religious character, on a larger and freer scale. With a pretty 
accurate knowledge of all that ivas valuable in the governments from 
whicli they had retired ; witii none of tlie pride of aristocracy or 
the pedantry of descent, and but little of that ignorance and obstinacy 
\vhich characterize the plebeian ranks ; with no such obstructions from 
above or below to distract or control them, they had a fair opportunity of 
conforming the institutions of their new settlement to the model of 
their ov.-n ideas. They had comparatively a blank world before them, and 
might inscribe it with characters of their own : restrained and guided 
only by that revelation for which tliey professed and felt a paramount 
respect. 

Perhaps tlie complimentary powers of language liave on no ;;i.i])jrct been 
so severely tax(>d, by a lorgo party of British Christians, as in describing 
the institutions of the Western continent. And in many cases, the 

"iJ 
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praise has been as richly earned, as it has been liberally awarded. With- 
out any direct personal knowledge, it is impossible to read the descrip- 
tions of unprejudiced travellers without perceiving very much to admire, 
and much which it would become us to imitate. There religious free- 
dom is not a name, but a reality ; and if in some instances it breaks out 
into excesses which savour of tyranny in its Avorst foriii, we ought to re- 
collect what man is, and what men are ; and allow time to cure the ex- 
cesses of the system by the same nieans which were employed in esta- 
blishing it. It must be recollected, that not only the political, but the 
religious and judicial concerns of that continent are regulated by public 
and popular opinion. Tn no nation under heaven has the press, as the 
organ of public sentiment and feeling, so powerful, so omnipotent an in- 
fluence. Against it no abuse, however deeply rooted, or however tena- 
ciously maintained, can long retain its grasp ; and with its aid, combined 
with other agencies of a similar character, every measure of practical good 
in that country has already been effected, and upon it all hopes of future 
ameliorations are simply founded. In no other nation has religion, unsus- 
tained by patronage and wealth, obtained such splendid triumphs; and to 
America, both as to what it is, and what it promises to be, may the advo- 
cates of the voluntary principle look with unabashed confidence, as giv- 
ing a practical exhibition of its efficiency, more potent than the patronage 
of princes, the pomp of a richly endowed hierarchy, or all the wealtli 
which legalized compulsion can extract for its support. 

But there is a foil to this pleasing picture. On the back ground of 
this representation there is an emblem of ugliness on which the eye in- 
stantly fixes, which defaces its loveliness, and repulses the beholder. 
America is a slavk-dealing nation. Every sixth man, v/oinan, and 
child, has the chain of the slave round his neck, and is bought and sold 
by other parts of the nation as cattle in the field. The men who fought 
for their own liberty and won it, and who have made so glorious a use of 
it for their own benefit, are the cruel oppressors of a weak and unoffend- 
ing race beneath them. The sliout of liberty and the yell of tyranny 
alternate in the same land and from the same lips. And these things are 
not done in obscurity, in settlements beyond the cognizance and control of 
law. They are practised in open day ; in the very seat of legislation. 
They are defended by statesmen and senators, civilians, and — religion 
blushes to add — by ministers of the gospel of peace and love. Yes ; it 
must not be denied, that the system is not merely connived at by pro- 
fessors of religion, it has found its way into the church of Christ, and lias 
polluted the very altar of sacrifice ; and the master and his slave cannot 
partake of the emblems of reconciling love at the same time nor under 
the same circumstances. This is truly a revolting exhibition ; and had it 
not been long sanctioned by use and habit, no true American but would 
have exclaimed with Hazael, ** Is thy servant a dog, that he should do 
this thing ? " 
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There are, however, reasons which will account for the existence of 
slavery among the Americans, though they will in no way justify it. It 
ought to be recollected that the system was introduced by other nations, 
and for many years struck its roots into American soil before the people 
had much hand in the control of their own institutions : and again, we 
have reason to believe that in the early stages of the American history, 
the character of tlie system was more mild and paternal than it exists at 
present. There was no insecurity in that kind of property which tempted 
the master to break the spirit of his slave by oppression. In a new and 
comparatively uncultivated country, there could not possibly be that 
broad line of distinction between master and slave which marks a more 
advanced stage of society ; and that disposition to indolence in the pro- 
prietor of the slave which the system necessarily fosters, had not fully 
developed itself. In the early stages of this political disease there might 
be but little so very opposed to the character and spirit of religion ; its 
injustice might attract little attention; and its cruelties might be com- 
paratively unknown. The extravagant and repulsive features of the 
system may have been the accumulation of later years ; and have been 
almost insensibly advancing, while the sensibilities of the mind were 
blunted by habit, and the heart hardened by the constant practice of 
oppression and v/rong. 

There is, however, a tendency in all evil to work its own cure ; just 
as in the physical constitution there is an inherent dispopition to repair 
the accidents and infirmities to Avhich the human frame is exposed. 
Evils in the social system acquire a certain degree of virulence and turpi- 
tude j error accumulates upon error, and wrong upon wrong ; the patrons 
and defenders, and those who derive advantage from the wrong, are given 
up to a spirit of infatuation ; they resist all reformation or improvement ; 
they defy all invasion of their assumed rights ; until at length, public in- 
dignation is roused ; and they who yesterday were its palliators and 
apologists, become its zealous and determined opponents. 

No country under heaven is more favourably situated for effecting the re- 
moval of this or any other svstem of wron<x, than is that of the United States 
of America. In that country so uncontrollable is the influence of the press, 
so omnipotent is the power of public opinion, that when once the tide of 
general sentiment and feeling is ftiirly set against a practice, no power on 
earth can resist its progress, or long retard its success. Especially is this 
applicable in a case like this, where justice, mercy, honesty, policy, reli- 
gion, are the basis on which its appeals are founded; whilst its opponents 
can only appeal to antiquated rights, held by compulsion, and defended by 
sophistry ; to the force of habit, ill-acquired, and hard to resign ; to the 
love of arbitrary power, whicli scarcely any man lias been knov.'u volun- 
tarily to resign. 

It is in this view that we remarked, in the first paragraph of this 
paper, tliat the eyes of tlic v/liole v/orld are at this moment upon Ame- 



148 



Eaml India Shvcri/. 



rica. A contest is there carried on, In which every government and every 
people on the face of tlie earth is concerned. A habit of op])ression and 
wrong had gradually entwined itself into their entire social and political 
system : it was venerated by age, and sanctioned by custom ; it was sup- 
ported by interest, and gratified the strongest of all human passions — the 
love of arbitrary power. Biit eventually it was discovered to be wrong ; 
and the nation nuist be rid of it. How is this to be elFected ? Govern- 
ments and people in each of the continents ask, how ? And the American 
people are at this moment preparing the answer : ll is bij bringing to bear 
the pure religious principle upon the sentiments and feeling,s of the people 
at large. For this purpose one hundred newspapers are pledged to pure 
abolition principles ; pamphlets, magazines, and reports fly abroad with every 
wind I upwards of sixty lecturers have sworn death to the system, and 
are moving the dense mass of mind by their eloquence, east, west, north, 
and south. The public are gradually becoming enlightened — the people 
will influence their representatives — their representatives will alter the 
laws ; and (auspicious issue !) the slave will be bereft of his fetters, and 
stand erect in his own rights among his fellows of the human family. 

It requires not a prophet's vision to foresee that such will be the course 
of events. The elements are already at work, and have been for years ; 
and so signal has been the success attending their movements, that, for a 
moment to dream of their ultimate failure could never be imagined by 
any man out of bedlam, or any child out of its cradle. For the encou- 
ragement of the agents of this godlike work, let them knov/ that ten 
thousand eyes are upon their efforts ; thousands of prayers are daily 
offered on their behalf; and, when they sliali have accomplished their 
work, millions of voices will unite in thanksgiving to that God wlio had 
nerved them for the conquest, and to whom the victory is due. 

H. 



EAST INDIA SLAVEJiy. 
No. II. 

TiiE extent of the negro slavery AA'hich until now has prevailed in the 
British, colonies, has always ])een a palpable imdispiited subject, for tlie 
custom-house returns of negroes imported were easily attainable, and tlio 
limited extent of each colony facilitated the process of taking a census of 
the population : but, to ascertain the extent of slavery in British India, 
is a far more difhcult task ; the term India always has been most vacrnely 
applied, and the limits of the j>ritish empire in India are almost as inde- 
finite ; one hrdf of that empire is governed directly by European func- 
tionaries, whilst the otlier half of it is occupied by Britisli armies, and 
governed in the name of native sovereigns, uho are merely puppets 
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moved about us the Britisli governiiieut pleases. Even the independent 
states of India are accessible to British inlhience, and most of them have, 
at times, been either forced or inveigled, into commercial treaties with the 
recently exploded monopoly, stipulating to deliver all their silks, pepper, 
sandal, petre, and opium, to the English East India Contpany, and to re- 
ceive all their metals and woollens from tlie same princely factors of the 
Eastern hemisphere. Indeed, the will of Britain is the law of India, for 
it is backed by two hundred and fifty thousand bayonets, which are al- 
ways ready to lly out of their scabbards whenever tliey can find a pretence 
to shed blood : thus supported, the British authorities in India seem fre- 
quently to have been more forward' in urging various reforms on their 
allies than in carrying them into effect in their own territcsries ; for in- 
stance, of late years, the abolition of Suttee and the abolition of slavery, 
seem to have been strongly urged by the British ambassadors on several 
of the independent sovereigns in India. 

Generally speaking, a settled Hindoo government privileged the fe\v 
and degraded the many j its aristocratic priests and warriors held lands 
Avhich they did not deign to cultivate with their own hands, but which 
they either rented out to the agricultural caste, or else tilled by metagers 
or slaves. Civil wars, insurrections, and invasions disturbed the esta- 
blished ranks of society, and often families of low caste obtained the 
sovereignty of considerable states. The successive great Mahomedan in- 
vasions overv/hehned most of the Hindoo governments, and trampled upon 
their institutions ; the conquerors disregarded caste, and seized upon 
every species of property ; they rack-rented the land, ami let it to who- 
ever would pay them the greatest portion of its crop ; thus their rapa- 
city virtually aljolished agrestic slavery. The breaking up of the Mogul 
em2)ire produced complete anarchy. The lirst measures of the British 
were, like those of the Moguls, the coniiscation of all the land; the 
conquerors farmed out the land to whoever bid the greatest portion of 
the crop, v/itliout regard to caste or connexion ; so that, the actual culti- 
vator often became the immediate tenant of the government. This 
state of things prevailed generally throughout Bengal, and even as far 
south as to the city of Madras ; but, in all the country to the southward 
of Fort Saint George, the Hindoo institutions continue yet in force, to a 
considerable degree ; tlie Mussulman pf)wer never was firmly established 
there, and tlie British have systematically maintained the worst features 
of Hindoo government in ail their native deformily ; especially idolatry 
and slavery. The western coast of the peninsula is the strong-hold of 
(iold-slaverv. 

Ti:e Jiritish possessions in India are governed by a constant succession 
j)f Jv.iropeans, v/lio tyu out from li^ngland in their l)oyhi)od and endeavour 
to return home in their full manhood ; their object is to serve the time 
which entities tb.em to retire home on tiieir rapidly acquired fortune and 

tlu'il" n»3nc:UiTi • tllPV «rp ullPnc in r'fil.mr in I'-jriniiorro otwl in vlio'iiiti tjk 
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the people tliey govern ; they are elevated immeasurably above them, and 
they are quite independent of them ; they are ill acquainted with the 
people and with the country. A government composed of such materials, 
and acting on such principles, cannot be intelligent or trust- worthy ; in 
fact, its highest aim ever has been merely to keep the machine of govern- 
ment moving on in its usual course ,* and it naturally looks ujion every 
proposal of reform as dangerous. Mr. Campbell, of the Madras civil ser- 
vice, felt so much disgusted with the apathy and imbecility displayed by 
the JMadras government on the subject of slavery, that he indignantly, 
but truly said, A vh- inertia, hostile to all change, seems inherent in the 
local governments of India ; imbibed perhaps, from the people subject to 
their rule, whose characteristic peculiarity is a tenacity of long-established 
customs. Even Avhen improvements are suggested by the constituted 
authorities, the voice of their servants has little weight in favour of new 
measures. Responsibility is avoided by following the beaten track ; and 
silence is the safest reply to those who propose a deviation, from it, even 
for the sake of humanity. The outcry raised in India against the Suttee 
was long powerless, until it returned reverberated from the British shore ; 
and, that against slavery will continue disregarded, until it receives sup- 
port from all the energy of the home government." He might have added, 
stimulated by the omnipotent voice of the British people — that indignant 
voice which echoed the voice of God, and compelled the home government 
to emancipate the negro from the galling fetters which had brutalized 
him from generation to generation. 

Spain and Holland systematically concealed all knowledge of their 
colonies, as much as they were able, from the public ; England has 
always had her American colonies open and accessible to the people of 
Britain ; but, until the year 1833, she has adopted the secret system, fit 
only for bigots and monopolists, for her possessions in India. This exclu- 
sive system of intercourse between Britain and India, aggravated by the 
often abused power of summary deportation, and by inveterate enmity 
to the use of the noble art of printing, has involved all Indian subjects 
in great obscurity; up to the present moment parliament has been uitd'bic" 
to obtain any thing like an estimate of the total population of the British 
territories ; much less has it been able to ascertain how many British 
Indians are free, and how many are slaves and bondmen. 

An intelligent public is the only guarantee for an intelligent public. 
The governing bodies of India have been so earnest in concealing all 
knowledge of the Indies from the people of Britain, that they have 
neglected to provide the means of information for themselves and for tlieir 
highest functionaries. Many very striking instances of tlie extreme igno- 
rance of the Indian authorities on the subject of slavery have occurred. 
Tlie province of Malabar was permanently annexed to the East India 
Company's dominions in the month of March, 1792: and in December, 
1812, nearly twenty years afterwards, the court of directors wrote out. 
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saying, We are told that part of the people employed in the cultiva- 
tion of Malabar (an article of very unwelcome intelligence, they add,) 
are held as slaves ; that they are attached to the soil, and marketable 
property !" In like manner, many years afterwards. Bishop Heber said, 
" Though no slavery legally exists in the British territories at this 
moment, yet the terms and gestures used by servants to their superiors, 
all imply that such a distinction -svas, at no distant date, very common. 
' I am thy slave,' — ' Thy slave has no knowledge ' — are continually used 
as expressions of submission and ignorance." With such examjiles of 
palpable ignorance on the part of the government and of its highest func- 
tionaries, as to the existence of slavery in India, it is not surprising to 
find that the character of slavery, and the. existence of the evils which are 
inseparably connected with it, is stoutly denied by many of the officers 
of government, who are themselves the task-masters of the slave. The 
fact is, the government has endeavoured to persuade itself, and the world 
at large, that slavery does not exist in India ; and when compelled to 
admit that it does exist, then it mystifies its extent, and denies its charac- 
ter. Ignorance, rather than corruption, has induced some persons, even 
in India, to proclaim the non-existence of slavery in India; other persons, 
when convinced of the existence of shivery in India, have palliated it, 
either on account of its limited extent or of its benevolent character ; 
even the total abolition of slavery throughout the British territories, ever 
lias been, and yet continues to be, the boast of persons who happen to 
liave limited means of information, and to be residing in districts where 
slavery does not prevail, or where it is put down by the self-will of 
some magistrate who acts with a degree of vigour which outstrips the 
letter of the law. In the month of December, 1823, a Bengal publica- 
tion said, " Slavery is now entirely prohibited by the British government 
here, as really as in Britain itself." Even as lately as the 20th of April, 
1834, the Rev. C. Lacey, wrote from Cuttacik, to the Rev. J. Peggs, 
saying, Slavery has been abolished throughout all the Company's pro- 
vinces ; and the measure has been followed by some of the native states. 
There is not now a slave in British India ! It will, however, be some 
time before the slaves become aware of their privilege, and longer still 
before most of them will be disposed to avail themselves of it. Slavery 
is a different thing in India to what it is in the West." With the pulpit 
and the press of India thus proclaiming the non-existence of slavery, the 
stranger to the subject may well be startled ; but, what sort of an abo- 
lition can that be of which the slave is not aware, and of which he M'ill 
not avail himself ? We can give the government of India full credit for 
such an Act ; it is of a piece with the Abolition Acts of the Russian 
government, which worked so differently from their pretended character, 
that the proprietors of the neighbouring provinces laid down the arms 
with which they had threatened the Czar, and petitioned him to emanci- 
pate their slaves after the same manner, — that is, by imposing additional 
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services upon them, and enforcing the perforninnce of their tusks by law. 
Even our own improvident Act seems to prove nith.er a sound than a 
reality ; many an apprentice is scarcely aware of any amelioration in his 
condition since he was a slave. 

In the West Indies the slaves generally, both male and female, young 
and old, were agricultural ; some were tradesmen, others were domestics, 
and a few M-ere kept as concubines. In the old Hindoo states in the 
south of India the mass of the slave population is agricultural ; but to 
the north of the river Kistna agricultural slavery appears to be very 
local ; however, throughout all India, domestic slavery prevails to a con- 
siderable extent. In the year 1771 Bengal was half depopulated by the 
most grievous famine which had ever been experienced in that very fer- 
tile region ; consequently the people were driven to desperation ; they 
betook themselves to robbery in gangs : the next year Warren Hastings 
and his coadjutors enacted that the families of gang robbers shall be- 
come the slaves of the state I" In the year ] 785 Sir William Jones ad- 
dressed a charge to the grand jury of Calcutta, when he said : The 
condition of slaves within our jurisdiction is, beyond imagination, de- 
plorable ; and cruelties are daily practised on them, chiefly on those of tlie 
tendercst age and weaker sex, which, if it would not give me pain to re- 
peat and you to hear, yet, for the honour of human nature, I should for- 
bear to particularize. If I except the English from this censure it is not 
through partial affection to my own countrymen, but because my informa- 
tion relates ch.iefly to people of other nations, who lilcewise call them- 
selves Christians.' Hardly a man or woman exists in a corner of this 
populous tov/n who liath not at least one slave cliihl, either purchased at 
a triHing price, or saved perhaps from a death that might have been for- 
tunate, for a life that seldom fails of being miserable. JMany of you, I 
presume, have seen large boats filled with such children coming dowii the 
river for open sale at Calcutta ; nor can you be ignorant that most of 
them were stolen from their parents, or bought, perhaps, for a measure of 
rice in a time of scarcity ; and that the sale itself is in defiance of this 
government, by violating one of its positive orders, wJiich ^\as made 
some years ago, after a consultation of the most rej)utable Hindoos in 
Calcutta, who condenmed such a traHic, as repugnant to their Shastra." 

In 17875 in the province of Dacca, ninny children were kidnapped, 
given away, or sold into slavery by their parents ; but, on tlieir arrival in 
Calcutta, a number of them were recovered and restored to their parents. 
In 1/89 one vessel transported no less than 150 sla\'e cinldrcu from Cal- 
cutta to Colombo. Lord Coruv/allis said to the Court of Directors, " An 
infamous trafhc h;;s. it seems, long been carried on in this country by tlie 
low Portuguese, and even by several foreign European seafaring peonle 
and traders, in purchasing and collecting native cliiklren in a clandestine 
manner, and exporting tliem for sale to the French islands and otiier 
parts (»f India." His hardship further stated, that he had directed one 
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person to be prosecuted criminally for having carried off some children ; 
that he had published a proclamation forbidding the barbarous traffic ; 
and that he had a plan under consideration which had for its object the 
abolition of slavery, under certain limitations, and to alleviate, as much 
as may be possible, the misery of those unfortunate people during the 
time they may be retained in that wretched situation. However, it is to 
be regretted that no further notice of this plan is to be traced upon the 
records of the Bengal government. In 1 791, in consequence of some free 
Bengalees having been sold at St. Helena as slaves, the Court of Direc- 
tors desired the Bengal government to put a stop to the inhuman prac- 
tice ; accordingly an order was issued, obliging every person taking a 
native to Europe to give a bond of about £100 sterling for the return of 
the native to India. In 1799 the Bengal government declared the murder 
of a slave to be a capital offence. In 1811 the Bengal government pro- 
hibited the importation of slaves into its territories, either by sea or land. 
In 1816 tlie Bengal government proposed to register every transfer of a 
slave, but dropped the scheme. In 1824 it was discovered that, notwith- 
standing the prohibition, it was still a very common practice for the Arab 
vessels to import African slaves, and to export Bengalee females for sale 
in Arabia ; however, Mr. Landford Arnot gave so much offence to the 
Bengal government for exposing this contempt of the law, under the eye 
of the supreme government, that he was summarily deported to England, 
and the Calcutta Journal was suppressed. So much for the integrity of 
the government of India with respect to the foreign slave, carried on to 
this hour in the city of palaces, under the very windows of their own 
council chamber ! 

The state of the slaves, and the conditions and customs under which 
they are held, dift'er essentially in almost every district ; however, gene- 
rally speaking, it is the Hindoos who possess the agricultural slaves, and 
the Mahomedans who possess the domestic slaves. All over India the 
kidnapping of children is a very prevalent crime, and parents often sell 
their children. Throughout Bengal generally, both among Hindoos and 
Mahomedans, domestic slavery is very prevalent : in the upper provinces 
the land is partly cultivated by slaves ; in Ramglmr, and other districts, 
the greatest part of the cultivators are slaves, but in the lower provinces 
the employment of slaves in the labours of husbandry is ahnost unknown ; 
however, in 1813, in the Dacca district, one-sixtli of the whole population 
were slaves. With such scanty information it is difficult to form an esti- 
mate, but it can scarcely be too much to say that there are at least two, 
three, four, five, or more millions of slaves in the two presidencies of 
Bengal. 

Agrestic slavery is said not to exist at all in the central provinces of the 
peninsula, such as in the districts of Mysore, peopled by the Curnatacka 
nation : it is also said to be unknown in the country where the people speak 
the Teloogoo language ; but it prevails commonly wherever the Tamil lan- 
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guage is spoken; and it assumes its worst character in the provinces of 
Malabar and Canara. In the Tamil country the lash is not employed by 
the master ; hut in Malabar the judicature has recognized its legality. In 
the Tamil country the slaves are generally worshippers of Siva ; however 
several of them are Cathol''.*, and a few are Protestant Christians. In 
some part of the Tamil country, by usage, slaves are attached to the soil, 
but in other parts they are removable from village to village ; whilst on 
the western coast they are often disposed of independently of the land. 

The number of Tamil slaves, of one description and another, must ex- 
ceed half a million; whilst ]Mala])ar contains 100,000, and Canara 
82,000. Altogether the jMadras presidency may contain a million of 
slaves. * 

With regard to the presidency of Bombay we cannot venture to form 
any estimate whatever of the number of slaves ; however, we trust that 
Sir Robert Grant will pursue inquiries on the subject, and we look with 
hope to the result of the benevolent exertions which he has already made 
on behalf of the Indian slave. 

In Prince of Wales s Island there are three thousand slaves. In the island 
of Ceylon tiiere are above twenty thousand slaves. 

Hence, the British territories must contain millions of slaves ; we much 
fear that they contain many millions ; perhaps near ten millions of human 
beings who are deprived of their natural right to dispose of their own la- 
bour to the best advantage. 

The dreadful extent of slavery in India has been fully recognized by 
Parliament in hesitating to abolish it, when his Majesty's ministers 
brought in a bill for tlie total Abolition of all Slavery in India on or be- 
fore the I2tli day of April, 1837, on the ground that it would produce in- 
surrection in every part of India. 

Some of the functionaries in India have evinced a strong inclination to 
encourage slavery. In 1824 the Court of Directors ordered the govern- 
ment at Madras to be " extremely cautious in making any regulation for 
defining the relations of master and slave : ' and, in 1826, the Madras 
government declared that the Court's view coincided with their own. In 
1833 the Crown and the Commons proposed the immediate abolition of 
slavery in India ; but the East India Company and the House of Lords 
decreed otherwise : tlie Lords bound the slaves in fresh fetters, and made 
him dependent upon tlie tender mercies of the Court of Directors of a 
company in London, which cannot possibly have any sympathy for the 
slave in India. 

In grappling witli this mighty evil, the people of Britain must remem- 
ber tliat the fate of all the slaves throughout all India is bound up in the 
fate of tiie slaves of British India. All these millions of unhappy bru- 
talized beings are utterly without hope of emancipation, unless the people 
of Britain compel the Lords to revive the bill which his Majesty's minis- 
ters introduced to the Conmions, proposing absolute emancipation on the 
12th day of April in the coming year. 
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CHARACTER OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

Of all the anomalies existing on tlie face of tlic eartli, tliat of American 
slavery is the most perplexing and criminal. Wlietlicr viewed in relation to tlie 
civil institutions of the country, or to the professedly Christian cliaracter of the 
population, it awakens emotions of tistonishmerit and disgust. It is a satire on 
the constilution which proclaims that men arc born free and equal, and gives 
the lie to the religious profession of the community, The contact of slavery 
with republicanism and Christianity in America, instead of ameliorating its cha- 
racter, has added to its horrors, and rendered it more loathsome and abominable 
than it is elsewhere found. Its extenuators may plead the moral worth and 
sacred calling of its patrons, but we point in mournful triumph to tlie atrocious 
code, in which its character is depicted, and pronounce it to be the masterpiece 
of Satanic barbarity and fraud. The following description was given by Mr. 
Loring, in a learned speech lately delivered in one of the civil courts of America, 
on behalf of a slave child, whom it was sought to return to bondage. Reader, 
look upon the picture, and then say what should be thought of clergymen and 
theological professors who dare to defend it, or to observe an avowed neulrality. 
" Before looking for the lights of our own jurisprudence on the subject,'' says 
the American barrister, " I ask leave to define, in a more especid manner, what 
is slaver}', as it exists among us ? 

For this purpose I shall read from ' Stroud's Sketch of the Laws relating to 
Slavery' (an accurate and valuable compendium), the following propositions, 
describing the incidents of American slavery. For the most ample proof of each, 
I refer to the work itself, where the codes, statutes, judicial decisions, &c. of 
the several states, on slavery, are digested. 

Prop. 1. The master may determine the kind, and degree, and time of la- 
bour, to which the slave shall be subjected. 

Prop. 2. The master may supply the slave with such food and clothing 
only, both as to quantity and quality, as he may think propnr or find con- 
venient. 

Prop. 3. The master may, at his discretion, inflict any punishment upon the 
person of his slave. 

Prop. 4. All| the power of the master over his slave may be exercised not 
by himself only in person, but by any one whom lie may depute as his 
agent. 

Prop. 5. Slaves have no legal rights of property in things, real or personal; 
but whatever they may acquire belongs, in point of law, to their masters. 
■ Prop, G. The slave, being a personal chattel^ is at all times liable to be sold 
absolutely, or mortgaged or leased at the will of his master. 

Prop. 7. He may also be sold by process of law for the satisfaction of the 
debts of a living, or the debts and bequests of a deceased master, at the suit of 
creditors or legatees. 

Prop. 8. A slave cannot be a party before a judicial tribunal, in any species 
of action, against his master, no matter how atrocious may have been the injury 
received from him. 

Prop. 9. Slaves cannot redeem themselves, nor obtain a change of masters, 
though cruel treatment may h.avc rendered sucli cliaugo neccssiiry for tlicir per- 
sonal safetv. 
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Prop. 10. Slaves being objects of jyroporty, if iDjured by third pcESons, thoii 
owners may bring suit, and recover damages for the injury. 
Prop. 11. Slaves can make no contract. 
Prop. 12. Slavery is hereditary and perpetual. 

I hold in my hand another brief delineation of American slavery. It is ac- 
curate and most expressive, but its plainness of speech is so remarkable, that I 
hesitate to read it, before I shall have premised that its author is the Rev. 
Ilobert J. Breckinridge, a southern clerg}-man of great eminence, at this moment 
a representative from the Presbyterian churches of the United States to those of 
England and Scotland, but perhaps principally distinguished as an uncompro- 
mising opponent of the immediate abolitionists. In a speech delivered by Mr. 
B., he asks : — 

What, then, is [slavery ? for the question relates to the action of certain 
principles on it, and to its probable and proper results ; what is slavery as it 
exists among us ? Wo reply, it is that condition enforced by the lavv'S of one- 
half tlic states of this confederacy, in which one portion of the community, called 
masters, is allowed such power over another portion called slaves ; as 

1 . To deprive them of the entire earnings of their labour, except only so 
much as is necessary to continue labour itself, by continuing hcathfal existence; 
thus committing clear robbery. 

2. To reduce them to the necessity of universal concubinage, by denying 
to them the civil rights of marriage ; thus breaking up the dearest relations of 
life, and encouraging imiversal prostitution. 

S. To deprive them of the means and opportunities of moral and intel- 
lectual culture — in many states making it a high penal offence to teach them to 
read; thus perpetuating whatever of evil there is that proceeds from igno- 
rance. 

4. To set up between parents and their children an authority higher than 
the impulse of nature and the laws of God ; which breaks up the authority of 
the fatlicr over his own offspring, and, at pleasure, separates the mother at a 
returnlcss distaiicc from her child ; thus abrogating the clearest laws of nature ; 
thus outraging all decency and justice, and degrading and oppressing thousands 
upon thousands of beings created like themselves in the image of the most 
high God ! 

This is slavery as it is daily exhibited in every slave stiitc." 



SLAVEHOLDERS NOT ADMITTED TO THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH. 

Tun American Quarterly Anti-SIavcry Magazine for July last has an able ar- 
ticle, from the pen of Professor Wriglit, entitled, Slavery and its Ecclesiastical 
Defenders, in which the arguments of the Christian Spectator, and of the Jiib- 
lical Repertory and Theological Review, are subjected to an accurate analysis and 
complete refutation. We should be glad to transcribe the whole of this article, 
but our brief space compels us reluctantly to restrict ourselves to the following 
extract : — 

Neither the reviewer, nor any other Biblical critic, dares say that the words 
translated servant and service in the New Testament, have a less extensive sig- 
nilicatiou iu Greek than in English. To truuftlate them by the words slave and 
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shivery, is to beg the wliole question. Slarery, true enough, may be thus ex- 
alted, but the Bible is degraded, for its figures, descriptive of a willing and 
cheerful obedience to God, are no longer derived from the voluntary labour of 
cheerful and well-paid domestics, but from the unwilling and thankless drudgery 
of slaves. The holy John, and the zealous Paul, and the courageous Peter, aro 
no longer the 'servants of Jesus Clirist,' but the ' slaves of Jesus Christ.' Would 
the theologians of Princeton turn their Saviour into a slaveholder .J* Do they 
find any thing so lovely in the beau ideal of a southern slaveholder, with his 
hundred negroes, that they would make the relation of the latter to the former 
the type of theirs to their Divine Lord and Master ? Wc trust not." 

Now one of the main positions of the reviewer is, that in the days of Christ 
and his apostles slavery existed in Judea, Greece, and Rome, worse than that of 
the present day. Where is his proof that such slavery existed in Judea .'^ Wo 
know that a species of servitude did exist there, under the denomination SovKhuj 
which lacked the odious characteristics of American bondage, which was just 
and honourable both to master and servant. Now, if a worse species of servi- 
tude did exist, it is for the reviewer to show it. If this servitude was abused 
by tyranny on the part of the master, so as to be worse than American slavery, 
it is for him to show it. If he cannot show it, it will be easy for us to show 
why Christ did not condemn it. If he can show it, we turn his battering ram 
upon his own castle. He saj's to us, the fact that slavery existed, in its worst 
forms, in Judea, and Christ did not condemn it, is proof that slavery in itself i$ 
not a sin, but the sin lies in the abuse. We say, then, that the fact that slavery 
was abused in Judea, and Christ did not pronounce that ahiise a sin, is proof 
that it is no sin. Hence, not only is the tree good, but the fruit also. The re- 
viewer may take which course he pleases. But let us remind him that the evi- 
dence that the Saviour did not rebuke any particular sin, is altogether negative. 
For aught we know, the Saviour may have made innumerable applications of 
the principles of his sermon on the mount, which iire not recorded. The evan- 
gelists did not take notes of his whole ministry, much less report the whole ia 
four short tracts." 

But did not Christ and his apostles do something more than merely not 
condemn slavery.'* Did they not receive slaveholders to their comnnmion.?* 
Such is the assumption of the reviewer. But he has contented himself with the 
assumption, without the trouble of examining 'scriptural passages.' Now that 
there were believing masters in the communion of saints, we have no disposition 
to deny. But the question is, were they slaveholders ? The reviewer cannot 
make them such, even by his own deceitful definition of slavery, without doing 
violence to the sacred text. The very gate, by which masters entered tho 
church, had written over it, ' Masters , give unto your servants that which is just 
and equal/ Col. iv. 1, — an injunction which would be perfectly nugatory, if it 
left the seivant no voice in the bargain, nor any rights as a man. It is all the 
abolitionists now ask of the slaveholder, that he obc}^ this command, in doing 
which he will cease to be a slaveholder, and become the master of voluntary 
servants, standing, so far as rights are concerned, on a footing of equality with 
himself. Again, the apostle, in the very passage where he speaks of believing 
masters, contrasts the servants who were under tliose masters, with those who 
were under the yohe. It is unfortunate that the English translation fails to give 
us the distinction which is obvious to every reader of the original. After en- 
joining upon the oaoi tlciu vnb Ivyov cqvXoi. ( Whatsoever servants are under the 
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yoke), tbat they should count their own roasters worthy of all honour, that the 
name of God and [his] doctrine he not blasphemed, the sacred writer turns to 
another class, ol iriarovs ^x^vTtg haTroras — (dut thofie who have believing 
masters). The fjiir inference from the distinctive employed is, that the latter 
were not under the yoke. And this inference is confirmed by the injunction, 
which the apostle proceeds to lay upon thciii, (.ir) KaTuipgovtiruaav, 'on a.8t\<poi 
dffiv, (let them not disregard them — dccUne their service — because they [the 
masters] arc brethren) ; [See Matt. vi. 24'J, aXXd [laXXov dovXtveroxrav, (but 
serve them the more willingly), on Triaroi eiiri ical ayaTDjToi, oi rijQ smpyiaiaq 
a.vri>safij3av6n(v6i'- (because they are worthy of confidence and love, assisting in 
[doing their part in] this well-doing). Now, supposing for a moment that these 
servants of believing masters were still under the yoke, why should the apostle 
address them 'it all, except to correct a supposition which they might naturally 
be supposed to entertain, that their masters, as believers, had no longer any au- 
thority to enforce the 7joke ? Does the' apostle correct such a supposition ? 
-Does he confirm the master's claim ? Not a word like it. He does not say, 
Do not despise — do not throw oft' the yoke of — your believing masters, because 
they have the right, or the authority, or the power to compel service — to enforce 
the yoke ; but, because they are worthy of trust and love, they have no disposi- 
tion to enforce any yoke whatever, except that of mutual kindness. Do not 
throw off the yoke, because there is no yoke ! The theological reviewers must 
relieve their supposition of this difficulty before they can be allowed to use it 
for admitting slaveholders into tlie church. Till they have done so, we maintain 

• This word, in our humble opinion, hag been so unfairly used by the commentators, 
that we feel constrained to take its part [avTiXafifSnviaOai]. Our excellent translators, 
in rendering the clause *' partakers of the benefit,' evidently lost sight of the component 
j)reposition, which expresses the opposition of reciprocity, rather than the connexion of par- 
tlcijMtion. They have given it exactly the sense of {.israXan^dvEiv (2 Tim. ii. 6). Had 
the apostle intended such a sense, he would have used tha latter verb, or one of the more 
common words, jueroxot, KoivwvcvvTes, &c. (See Ileb. iii. 1 , and 1 Tim. v. 22, where 
the latter verb is used in the clause, ' neither be partaker of other men's sins.' Had the 
verb in our text been used, it might have been rendered, ' neither be the part-taker of 
other men's sins.') The primary sense of avnXafijSdvu is to take in return — to take in- 
stead of, 8^c. Hence, in the middle with the genitive, it signifies to assist, or do one's part 
towards the person or thing expressed by that genitive. In this sense only is the word 
used in the New Testament. — (See Luke i. 54, and Acta xx. 35). If this be true, the 
word evepyeffict cannot signify the benefit conferred by tlie gospel, as our common ver- 
sion would make it, but the well-doing of the servants, who should continue to serve their 
believing- masters, while thsy were no longer under any yoke of compulsion. This word 
is used elsewhere in the ISew Testament but once (Acts iv. 3), in relation to the 'good 
deed ' done to the impotent man. The plain import of the clause, unmystified by the 
commentators, is, that believing masters would not fail to do their part towards, or encou- 
rage, by suitable returns, the free service of those who had once been under their yoke. 
Dr. Doddridge remarks, that Mr. Cradock proposed to translate it, who will be careful to 
recompense the welt doing of their servants ; — 'but I think/ says the doctor, ' tvspytma 
signifies a benefit freely conferred, and, therefore, is hardly fit to express even the cheerful 
and exact obedience of slaves.' — A begging of the question, worthy of the fattest logical 
nfendicant ever honoured with ' semi-lunar fardels !' and yet it would have availed the 
leanied commentator nothing at all, if he had taken the trouble to ascertain the meaning 
of the next word ! Alas ! that the good Dr. Doddriuge was neithej the first nor the last 
in this folJy. 
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that the injunction of the apostle, with the reason assigned, implies, that all 
servants of belieifhig masters were in fact FREE ; and that the injunction was 
delivered only for the benefit of the servant and the honour of Christianity, and 
not at all to enforce any claim or yoke of the master. The abolitionists, indeed, 
would now give precisely the same advice to the slaves of a truly repentant 
slaveholder ; — ' Do not leave your master's emi^loyment, because he has now 
acknowledged your brotherhood, but serve him the more willingly,* for the very 
fact that he has set you free against his own interests, proves that you cannot 
have a more faithful employer or better friend.' 

" Where is the reviewer's evidence, biblical or historical, fhat 'slaveholders, 
who still enforced the " yoA'^f,' were admitted by them to the Christian com- 
munion ? This is the vital point of the whole question. For, if the apostles 
did not admit slaveholders into their communion, not even those who held men 
under the milder * yoke'* of Grecian or Roman bondage, then were the circum- 
stances in which they stood to the slavery of their day, altogether different from 
those in which the professed church of Christ now stands to the brutal sj'stem 
of American slavery. If the primitive church was pure from the stain ; if her 
converts, on entering her pale, passed in as brethren ; if servants continued 
with their masters solely from affection, and masters reciprocated and aided 
their well-doing, and took care to allow them their just and equal rights, then 
there was no need of a more direct and specific attack on slavery than they 
made in proclaiming the general doctrines of the cross. 'Repent and be con- 
verted,' was a thunderbolt to the slaveholder, which he well knew, in the light 
of Christian example, must shiver the 'yoke' of his slave. But how is it with 
the cluu'ch of our days ? W e speak now of the great body of professing 
Christians in the United States of America. Why, this church may utter lan- 
guage which, in the mouths] of Christ and his apostles, cuts oppressors to the 
heart ; she may preach faith to the crucified, and repentance of all sin, and yet 
be the nursing mother of slavery. She has the monster in her arms. She is her- 
self a slaveholder ! Hence the vital importance to the reviewer's argument, of 
having slaveholders — actual slaveholders — ^iu the communion of tlie apostolic 
church.^^For reasons which may be suspected before we get through, he chose 
to assume the fact, and tljcn throw upon the abolitionists (p. 276) the burden of 
proving that the ciroti.mstanccs of the Saviour and his immediate followers wcro 
different from ours ! 

•* Well, we shall take up the burden. Leaving totally out of view the differ- 
ence between a handful of Christians battling with the combined hosts of hy- 
pocritical Judaism and heathenish idolatry, and striving to introduce the first 
principles of the fear of God into the world, and the present moral power of 
enlightened Christendom, wc shall leave the matter to the verdict of common 
sense on the single difference between a non-slaveholding and a slareholding 
church. 

" Our blessed Saviour was not a slaveholder, nor the son of a slaveholder, but 
of a carpenter. He honoured manual labour, upon which slaveholders throw 
all manner of contempt, hy labouring with his own hands. His immediate dis- 
ciples were not slaveholders ; they did not send their servants to catch fish, or 
to prepare a room where their company might cat the passover. None of the 
multitude who believed on the day of Pentecost could have continued to hold 
slaves, for they had all things common. Wc read that they sold houses and 



* " JMilder, as the roviev/cr would say, ' in itself -^railder in the abstract. 
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lands, and l-ud the ptioe at the apostles' feet, but it is not probable that they 
did the same by any slaves they might have possessed, although it vrould be 
difficult to say v/hy they might not innocently have done so, if slavcholding in 
itself is right. We have nowhere in the Acts of the Apostles, or their numerous 
epistles, any intimation, except the one we have already examined, and perhaps 
another in the epistle to Philemon, tliat any persons were in the communion of 
the church who ever had been slaveholders. Now, if slaveholders had been 
admitted to the communion, with the authority still to maintain their old rela- 
tion to their slaves, it is hardly possible that great abuses would not have grown 
out of it, for even our reviewer does not deny that the system, with all its es- 
sential goodness, was liable to, and was then actually loaded with frightful 
abuses. Christian slaveholders, influenced by a worldly spirit, would have been 
betrayed into unjustifiable cruelty towards those over whom the apostles recognized . 
their supreme authority,, they would have been constantly overstepping tlie 
bounds of brotherhood in their exactions of service, and would have incurred, 
in consequence, the apostolic rebuke. If it were not so. Christian slavcholding 
must have been a vastly more manageable thing than it is now-a-days. But we 
hear not a word of such rebuke. Among * the care of all the churches,' we do 
not learn that Paul had any trouble with slaveholders in the church. On the 
other hand, if slaveholders were excluded from the communion, we should not 
expect it to be mentioned as any thing remarkable, or which perceptibly in- 
creased the odium of the Gospel. Slaveholders would not naturally feel very 
ambitious to obtain the communion of a company of the lower class of people, 
headed by a parcel of Galilean fishermen, bearing as their banner the ignomi- 
nious gallows, on which it was the custom to punish SLAVES. When they 
found the very champion of this new religion courting the poor rather than the 
rich, not hesitating, or counting it any hardship to minister to the necessities of 
themselves and others with their own hands, when they saw them every where 
reviled, robbed, stoned, and beaten like slaves, with the forty stripes save one,--' 
in short, when they saw them ' lynched,' and submitting to it patiently, it is not 
at all probable that they would have deigned to think of communing with them 
till deeply humbled by the grace of God. It is not a very rational supposition, 
that any slaveholder would have thought of joining such a church, and still re- 
maining the lord of his vassals. It is even not irrational to suppose that hun- 
dreds of slaveholders may have been converted and admitted to the church — 
giving liberty to the slaves under their *yoke,' — without even questioning 
whether the Gospel required it. What ! join the common people's church, the 
labourer's church, the slave's church, and still be the holder of slaves ? If Paul 
met slavery any where, he probably did in Corinth, yet he commenced his 
course tlicre as a tent maker. He thus natur;dly gained the sympathy and con- 
fidence of the labouring class, and, among the rest, of the slaves, many of whom 
doubtless were his hearers, and some his converts (1 Cor. vii. 21 ). And there 
may have been slaveholders, too, among his converts. It 'is plain that the 
latter could not have expected to come into communion with converted slaves, 
while they held any power which was not just and righteous in the view of 
slaves, in other words, while they exacted labour by force. But if, contrary to 
their expectations, they had been so permitted to come in, it would have been 
the occasion of greatly increasing the difficulties into which that church after- 
wards fell, and it would every where have shut the door of the apostle as a 
preacher to labouring people and slaves.'' . 
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WASJIJNGTON'S WILI 



Upon tlie decoiise of my wife it is my 
will ami (leriire thiit all my slaves, vrhicii I 
hold in my own liglit, shall rocoive their 
freedom. To emuncipute them during- Iier 
life, would, ihou^'h earnestlv wished, be at- 
tended with such insuperable dilliculties, 
on account of their intermixture hy raar- 
risiges with the dower negroes, as to creiite 
the niost fearful sensation, if not disagree- 
able conseijueuces from the latter, while 
both descriptions are in the occupancy of 
the aame proprietor ; it not being in ray 
])ower under the tenure bv which tlie dower 
negroes are held to manumit them. And, 
whereas, ampng those who will receive 
their freedom according to this clause, there 
may bo some who, from old age, or bodily 
infiiTOities, and others who, on account of 
their infancy, will be un-able to support 
themselves j it is my will and desire that 
all who come under the first and second 
descriptions shall be comfortably clothed 
and fed by my heirs while they live ; and 
that such of the latter description as have 
no parents living, or, if living, are unable 
or unwilling to provide for them, shall be 
bound by the court until they shall arrive 
at the age of twenty-five years ; and, in 
cases where no record can be produced 
whereby their ages can be ascertained, the 
judgment of the court, upon its own view 
of the subject, shall be adecpiate and final, 
'i'iie negroes, - thus bound, are by their 
mastei's and mistresses to be taught to read 
and write, and to be brought up to some 
useful occujiation, agreeable to the laws of 
the commonwealth of Virginia, providing 



for the support of orphans and other poor 
children. 

And I do hereby expressly forbid the 
snle or transj)ortation out of the said com- 
monwealth, of any slave 1 may die pos- 
sessed of under any pretence whatever. 
And I do, moreover, pointedly, und most 
solemnly enjoin it upon my executors l)ere- 
aftor named, or the survivor of them, to see 
that this clause respecting slaves, and every 
part thereof, be religiously fulfilled at the 
epoch at which it is directed to take place, 
without evasion, neglect, or delay, after the 
crops which are then on the ground are 
harvested. Particularly as it respects the 
aged and infirm, seeing that a regular and 
jjermanent fund be established for their 
support, as long as there are subjects re- 
quiring it, not trusting to the uncertain 
provisions to be made by individuals. 
And to my midatto man ^Villiam (calling 
himself William Lee), I give immediate 
freedom, or, if he should prefer it on ac- 
count of the accidents which have befallen 
him, and which liave rendered him inca- 
pable of walking, or of active employment, 
to remain in the situation he now is, it 
shall be optional for him to do so ; in either 
case, however, I allow him an annuity of 
thirty dollars during his natural life, which 
shall be independent of the victuals and 
clothes he has been accustomed to receive, 
if he chooses the last alternative, but in full 
with his freedom if he prefers the first. 
And this I give him as a testimony of my 
sense of his attachment to me, and for 
his faithful service during the revolutionary 
■war. 



SLAVERY vEHsu 

'i"he Chai;leslon jNlercury, after having 
incautiously recommi ided tlie Jlev. .L 11. 
Ilinton's Jlislorv of America, warns the 
public against it, as follows : — 

".Abolition Villany. — Our readers will 
remember that we gave a favouralde Jiotice 
some weeks ago of a work, entitled, ' 'J'he 
History and Topography of the United 
StiUes of iSortli America, &C, iS:c. Edited 
by .lohu Howard liiuton, A, i\L AV ith 
additions and corrections. By Samuel 
Knaj)p.' 

" We now wiru our readers against en- 
couraging snid work. Tlie ]ierpetnilors of 
it, after sending an agent to tliesoulli to so- 
licit subscriptions, which were given with 



LITERATURE. 

the characteristic liberality of otir people, 
have introduced into the sixteenth number, 
matter as false, eahnnnious, and incendiary, 
as can be found in any other publication of 
the Tap[)an's blood, it is thus the south 
is treated for its unsuspicious generosit3\ 
The ageivt employed for this city and Sa- 
v.innnh, as soon ;is made aware of the base 
purposes for which he had been emj)Ioyed, 
indignantly threw up his agency, and in- 
tends, we understand, to call ujjon all per- 
sons who have subscribed, to refund what 
thoy iiavo pnid, and to discharge them from 
all obligation under their subscriptions, 
'ihe uiisfiv.'unts, wl!0.-;e agency he re- 
nounces, have tlius been guilty of as black 
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:\ crime toward liim as toward the south — 
bringing in jeopardy both liis life and cha- 
racter ; for, if imawaro of the contents of 
tlie work he was circulating, he had con- 
tinued to act for them, we cannot answer 
that he would not liave paid the forfeit 
of his life, and been tlie victim of their 
baseness. 



"It is u warning to the people of the 
sontli against all nortliern publications for 
which their patronage is solicited. We 
are taught to expect the stab of tlie as- 
sassin whenever we are approached from 
tliat quarter by requests for literary pa- 
tronage." 



OBSERVATION OF THE LAST j\lONDAY IN OCTOBER AS A 
DAY FOR SPECIAL PRAYER ON BEHALF OF THE ABO- 
LITION OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

We arc glad to find, by communications Irom different parts of tic 
country, that the last I^Ionday in October \vas extensively observed by our 
cliiirches for the purposes contemplated by our American brethren. Had 
the arrangement been kno^vn amongst us earlier, there is no doubt but a 
larger number of meetings would have been held ; but we trust, as it is, 
that our brethren will experience, in answer to th<3 supj>lications presented 
on their behalf, increased tokens of the divine presence and blessing. When 
a people unite together in fervent believing prayer, they cannot fail to ac- 
complish so benevolent and Christian an object as the abolitionists contem- 
plate. 

The follovring letter and resolution will speak for themselves. Wo 
lieartily commend them to the attention of our pastors and churches. 

Birniingluunj Nov. 8, 103(.J. 

My dear Brother, 

I have tlie pleasure of forwarding to you the accompanying resolution 
of the church with which I am connected ; a resolution which they adopted 
with unanimity and great cordiality. Oiu' meeting on the last Monday evening 
in October was numerously attended, and prayers, fervent and sincere, were 
presented on behalf of our much injured fellow-creatures and fellow-Christians. 
You must not suppose that, previouHly to that evening, our devotional services 
manifested an entire oblivion of those objects of Christian compassion — no ; 
they have been frequently the subjects of owv united intercession at the throne 
of ouv common Father ; but from this time we propose to give the case of the 
oppressed a preeminence in our addresses to heaven, on the last Monday in each 
month. And we liope that many churches in our beloved country will unite 
with their brethren in a far distant land, to implore the speedy and cfFectual in- 
terposition of God on their behalf, and that we shall not cease to ple.'id, till the 
yoke of the oppressor be broken, and freedom shall become the common i)rivi- 
lego of every man. 

Wishing you great pleasure and success in your labours, and uninterrupted 
health in the prosecution of those pastoral labours which I am very happy to 
find you are resuming, I subscribe myself, very sincerely and aHectionately, 

Your brother, 

TnOMAS MniiGAN, 



An Every-Dtrij Occitrro/ce. 



Ri'Solulion of the Baptist Cluircli, Bond Strcctv, BinYiiuo-liam, passed at llieir 
Church-meeting, held October 25, 188G. 

The cliurchj liaving- been informed that the abolitionists of America have set 
apart the last ATonda}' evening- in every month for the purpose of especial united 
prayer on behalf of the oppressed nenroes, which is observed by them with as 
much regularity and interest as the first Monday evening in each month is re- 
garded by the friends of Missions, do unanimously resolve. 

That Ave will, on those evenings, unite Avith our Christian bredu'cn in humble 
and fervent prayer to God, that he Avill merclfidly protect and assist his devoted 
servants, who labour for the temporal and spiritual welfare of their degraded 
rdlow-mcn ; and that he will speedily deliver the heli:)less slave out of the hand 
of his oppressor, not only in America, but in ever}' part of the world. 



AN EVEllY-DAY OCCURRENCE. 



Kentucky is one of the mildest of the 
slave states ; yet, even there, deeds are 
daily transacted which chill the heart of 
every humane man. The following was re- 
ported, at the Pittsburgh Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety, by th(i Rev. Jolm Rankin, a Pres- 
bvterian clergyman of higli re.si)ectability. 
Just in sight of my house, said Mr. R., on 
the other side of the Oliio river, there lived 
a respectable man, extensively known, and 
esteemed and trusted as far as he was 
known, but he was held as a slave, as the 
propevtit of another man. He often dealt 
and did business in Ripley, and was gene- 
rally known, and much esteemed by our ci- 
tizens — had what was called a veryliumane 
master, but unfortunately liis master fell in 
debt, and, being unable to meet die de- 
mands against him, lie mortgaged liis slave 
for a50 dollars. As the time of tlie mort- 
gage was near expiring, tlie master told 
tliis man that if he would pay tlie sum 
he was mortgaged for he should be free. 
'I'he man's heart was glad, and he came 
with tears in his eyes, and laid liis case be- 
fore the citizens of Ripley, w-ho entered 
into it with unusual interest, and readily 
subscribed tlie money, one man putting 
down twenty-five dollars, another twenty- 
five, another twenty, iiftocn, ten, five, and 
so on. While this subscription was going 
on, I saw and conversed witli the master 
in Ripley, told him wliat progress Avas 
made, and lie seem.ed to he [)leas(.'d as I 
Avas with the prospect that this jioor man 
would soon be at liberty to dwell with his 
Avife -jind two children, wlio were free. But 
just as all our expectations were at the 
liigliest, Avhen this man liad, as it were, 
his liberty and his domestic happiness be- 
fore his eyes, one night, just about dark, 
lour men appeared at the door of his cabin, 



entered, seized and bound him. lie stood 
in aAvful silence aAvhile, for he understood 
it all, then broke out in a deep groan, " Oh, 
if it was not for my children, 1 could bear 
it." He Avas then taken in irons to W ash- 
ington jail — this man of honourable feel- 
ings, this innocent man, not even charged 
with a crime, in this land of law, Avas 
thrown bound into prison, and soon taken 
on board a boat down the river, to a re- 
turnless, hopeless distance from his wife 
and tender babes, Avithout being allowed 
oven the consolation of just bidding- them 
fareAvell. 

This, said iMr. R., is a picture of slaver3\ 
The explanation is, that the master had an 
offer of 7;jO dollars for his slave from a 
slave-driver ; and, for the sake of 200 dol- 
lars, ho dashed this cu]) of prospective hap- 
piness to the earth, «nd tore asunder those 
tender ties, which God had said. Let no 
man sever. Two others in the same 
neighbourhood were sold at the same time 
—one a husband, sold away from his fa- 
mily ; the other a mother, sold from lier 
child. 1 can appeal to a thousand wit- 
nesses in that place who Avill testify to these 
facts. 

It is as common there to sell men as it is 
to sell horses. Now to do this to a man 
who has lived under the Gospel, who knows 
his rigiits, who has been brought up in a 
civilized land, to seize him, bnid him in 
cliains, not give him leave to bid farewell 
to liis Wife and children, and carrv him off, 
equals in cruelty anv thing tliat is kuoAvn in 
the African slave trade. 

It is common tliere to chain them in 
droves and drive them tlirough the country, 
innocent men, yes, and Avomen too, v/ho are 
charged witli no crime, just for money. .?» 
this right ? I suppose this is a Chriis-tiau 
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assembly. Is such a thing consistent witli 
the Gospel 1 Suppose yoiu* children were 
seized uud bouiul, and carried oil" to-iiig-ht, 
■vvhero yon would never see them more. To 
understand this subject, you must bring- it 
home to yourself, and make t!ie case your 
own. This is commonly done in the night. 
They are afraid to let the slaves know that 
they are sold, lest they sliould escape. The 
man of colour has all tlie feelings of human 
nature. Under that black skin arc found 



all the features of the human soul. You 
see in the big tear and the heaving bosom, 
tliut it is luuuan nature that bleeds. 1 have 
known a mother toru i'lom her tender babe 
when It was but lour weeks old. Can any 
slave trade exceed this in cruelty. I know 
there are manv, oven of tliosc who hold 
slaves, who would not do this, and I si eak 
of them with pleasure. 15ut where slavery 
is, there are multitudes who will do it, and 
it will be done. 



OUTRAGES 1 

DAYS OF MAUTVIIDOM COMING. 

The apostle assures us that " he tliat 
hatcth his brother is a murderer," and of 
course, only waits the occasion to iml)nie 
his hfiuds in liis brother's Idood. Now the 
system of American Slavery is one great 
system of man-hatred. Its' spirit is there- 
fore a murderous one. To the poor negro 
it offers as the only alternative, submission 
or death. Does the negro dare to lift his 
hand in self-defence it visits death upon 
him, at discretion, in an instant. To its 
immediate victims, therefore, it is, from 
first to last, nothing but one great, orga- 
nized, and establislied system of Lynch 
law. And, therefore, whenever [the slave, 
unable to endure his oppression longer, 
undertakes in any way to throw it off, it 
stabs him to tlie heart at once. Without 
misgiving or hesitation it bat!)cs its baud 
in his blood, and so acts the murderer as 
well as breathes his spirit. This is .slavery 
in its essential elements andl results to tlie 
slave. Of course what it is and wiiat it 
does to its ijiiniediate victims, we should 
expect it to bt; and to do to all who come 
between it and its victim, by taking that 
victim's part. The power and the occa- 
sion, tlierefore, being granted, and slavery 
would deny itself and belie its own essen- 
tial and inliorcnt s})irit, if it did not drink 
the blood of the man who took the part and 
vindicated the right of its victim. Offer- 
mg, in its very nature, submission or death 
as tile only alternative to the slave, it 
must of necessity do the same to his advo- 
cate and defender. Murderous in spirit to 
the one, it must be so to the other : and 
drinking tlio blood of the one, whenever ho 
refuse.s the degrading alternative, nothing 
but want of power can ox will koej) it, 
when occasion offers, from drinking thts 
blood of the other. A^othing ])ut .such 
■want of power can keep the man 
that takes the bondman's part from Hiinring 
tlie bondman's futo. We are not at all 
surprised, tlierefore, at tbo recent outragrs 
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at iMarion College, nor shall we be sur- 
prised if tilings ]iroceed from liad to worse, 
until in tlie end, instead of persecutions 
like tlioso below, we read of deaths ami. 
martyrdom. 

Qaincii, Illinois, Mai< 21, 183(3. 
J3ear Brother Leavitt, 
I arrived at IMarion College about the 
first of May, with a company of young men 
who expected either to enter the college as 
regular students, or the mission farms as 
"recruits." Also, I had in my care a 
respectable coloured young man, and a 
coloured boy, both from New York city, 
both provided with free papers, &c,, as 
re([uired by law to admit tliem into the 
state of Missouri. The younger was to have 
been bound to Dr. Nelson until twenty- 
one, and the other expected to recite to me 
or some otiiev student, and supjiort him- 
self by manual labour, until he should be 
qualified to go to tlie land of his forefathers 
(Africa) to preach the everlasting gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the hcatJien. I'or this, 
and for bringing such a library of books, 
&c. as I cliose, bting a white native 
citizen of tlie Uniti-d States, violent tlnvats 
were thrown out. Judging it wisdom to 
remove tiie boys from the state, at least 
while such excitement existed, 1 did so. 
Hut meeting brother Nelson on the bank of 
the ^lississippi river, hoi ng just on hisruturn 
with his family from Tiinnessee, and greatly 
desiring to avail himself of the labours of 
the boy, particularly at that time, while 
settling bis family, the boy was permitted 
to return and bo with him. The djsy after 
a company of men came from .Palmyra to 
tako the boys ; but net finding them as 
they anticipated, they were greatly exas- 
])eratod, and renvwed tlieir threats ; for 
which reason it was thought best to 
r(>move the boy as soon as po.ssilde. Ac- 
Ciirdingly it vvas done. But notwithstand- 
ing tliis, a coiupuuv of two men from 
Palmyra began to beat up volunteers far a 
mob on tlie Sabbath d iy, May l,*), to come 
u!) fo the college, 'J"hev could not succeed 



Outm</es in MUsotiri K'ns 



hi n'cttiii}? horses that night; hut by eiglit 
o'clock tlie next morning they mustered 
between fifty and seventy men on horse- 
back, and u i'ew in c-atriiiges. I'wo hun- 
dred are said to have been eniollod, among 
which were a number of huvvers. doctors, 
and other public characters. They ]uo- 
ceeded to Blarion College and the " l\{i,s- 
sion Farms," distance twelve miles, armed 
witli pistols, dirks, &c., and the most of 
tliem also witli clubs. JMyself was their 
first object. They arrived ab^nt twelve 
o'clock, and found mo alone in the iield 
ploughing, apprehending no danger, bro- 
ther Williams (who owned the farm) had 
gone to Illinois witli the boy. 1 was 
immediately taken prisoner by four men, 
and in a few moments was s\srroiindvd by 
the whole gang, who had surrounded the 
farm, and Kcame galloping in from every 
fjuarter. I incjuired under what authority 
they came, but received no answer. 1 
again asked if tliey hiid legal authority 
from the revised statutes of the state of 
IVlissouri, and was vehemently answered, 
■".No, (with dreadful oaths), but we come 
under mob flaw " — " Lynch law," Sec. I 
then addressed one of the leaders, who was 
a lawyer, and inquired if the laws of the 
state of JMissouri will not protect its citi- 
zens, and you whoso office it is to enforce 
those laws, are found at the head of a mob, 
what is our government good for? and 
what has our nation come to 1 I could not 
proceed. They immediately demanded my 
incendiary books and pamphlets. I de- 
clared I possessed no book or books by 
such a title. But finally tliey became suf- 
ficiently coed to tell me in plain words that 
Ihey , v.^anted my anti-slavery books, &c. 
I refused to give tliem to them until I had 
the privilege of conversing with Dr. Nel- 
son a few moments, whicii they granted 
after searching the farm-house throughout, 
in drawers, closets, and not only my 
clothing and trunks, but also those of the 
ladies ! but to no purpose, as I had pre- 
viously informed them. When they com- 
menced ihey . declared to the family that 
tlie mob consisted ;of gentlemen, and they 
would treat them Avith politeness ! After 
tl)e above conduct, and before they left the 
house, they tlireatened tlie ladies that if 
they were not out of the house previous to 
Saturdiiy night, they would burn the house 
and give them no chance to escape. 

Tlie whole group, in a long [irocession, 
escorted me in great triumph through the 
college campus on our way to Dr. Nelson's. 
They respected him publicly, though they 
muttered some time among themselves. 
1 then discovered to them the books they 
were in search of. On our return, tliey 
lialted at the college, and took two more 
I)risoners, brothers iJeuson, of New York, 



and Smith, from , who were students. 

One of them, however, they let go ; but 
with the other, l\lr, 15enson, and myself, 
aful the books, they prepared to return to 
i'ahnyra. Urother Nelson acconqianied us 
as far as the Mission iVirm, pleading with 
them that they woidd let us go. Notwith- 
stan(i)ng his entreaties, bticlipc! bv those of 
tlie ladies, they drove us ofV, on foot, while 
l.he old gentleman sat down and wept bit- 
terly. 7"lic ladies retired for prayer, and 
the Lord heard tliem. On our way w(> 
were both tre;:ted with great brutality. 
Enraged to the highest jatcli with rum and 
the spirit of tlieir master, they could not 
agree as to what manner they might wreak 
their vengeance on us. rinally, after 
crossing a prairie about five miles wide, 
and coming to the edge of a beautiful grove, 
they were commanded to halt by their cap- 
tain, and ordered to form a hollow square, 
or circle, with their horses, wiiich was 
done. We were marched into the centre, 
and the great Sanhedrim was set: Init they 
a})])eared more exa.s[)eiated than wise. 
They first moved, that each sliould have a 
hundred and fifty hushes, llrother I'en- 
son's case was then first tried, who was 
charged o/i2^ with "pernicious senthneuts," 
and to whom they gave, as they termed it, 
an " honourable dismission," upon condi- 
tions that he would not disseminate his 
doctrines fimong the slaves, to which he 
gave assent, and rode out of the place. 

My case was then held up for investiga- 
tion. Lawyer Wright was appointed 
spokesman. On his calling for the manner 
of punishment, some proposed tar and 
feathers ; others a hundred lashes ; others 
to take me to Palmyra, and keep me there 
until night, then daub me with tar, and 
burn me -with the books. Blr. Wright 
finally made a proposition, to which they 
agreed, which was, that I must either re- 
ceive a hundred and fifty lashes, or leave 
the state. But when they found I pre- 
ferred the lasl'.es to being driven from the 
state, they would not let that stand, but 
made another, which was, tluit I must 
have a hundred and fifty lashes, icell laid 
on, and if T lived through it, I must lose 
my life if found within the bounds of the 
state after the foUowinsr Saturdav. Sesinir 
that it was imjiossible tor me to accomplish 
any thing under these circumstances v/ithin 
the state, I concluded to leave it. Upon 
these grounds they released me, taking the 
boolfs with them, which I wished them to 
road, and added, I hoped they wiiuld do 
them good. i3u_t before we sojiarated, INJr. 
Wright v%'as a]>pointed to reprim.-md mo. 
After ho was done, 1 wislied to defend mv- 
self by a reply,, But they all cried out, 
" We wont hear him." 

Throughout all my trial I felt composed, 
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and reconciled to the will of my heavenly 
rather : feeling conscious that I deserved 
whipping, for I had not done half wliat I 
ought for my brothers in bondage. 1 tnist 
the scene was not in vain. It's excellent 
training for a missionary ; in fact, I don't 
know how I should get along without it. 
The hearts of the sisters and brother N., 
who we left in the sorrow of their soul, and 
wlio prayed earnestly for us, were rejoiced 
to see us return alive. 

On the evening of the 18th, at midnight, 
a company came and took brother Wil- 
liams from bed, to drag him to town before 
a magistrate, under the pretence of legal 
authority, for tlie purpose of enforciiig a 
fine wliich they pretended he was liable to 
pay for receiving the free colored boys. 
He was not liable, and doubtless will re- 
cover damages. Their plan that night was, 
to take Williams, and me as witness, to 
Palmyra, under the above pretence, from 
whence, doubtless, we should have never 
returned. We avoided going by his paving 
sixty dollars. 



Special word having been sent to brother 
Williams from tliis royal council, for him 
to depart the state upon the same day, we 
accordingly did so, together with some 
students who had received the same com- 
mands ; but did not get off so easy then. 
After arriving on the banks of the Missis- 
sippi, at La "Grange, we could not get a 
boat to cross in, hence had to wait. In 
the mean time, a new company of hungry- 
wolves came upon as, and examined mi- 
nutely all our baggage, &c. A heavy rain 
commenced falling, which added consider- 
ably to our troubles. We soon ascertained 
that we could get a canoe by gomg three 
miles, which was willingly done; and with 
the family in, we paddled ten miles, to 
Quiiicy, Illinois, where v.'e are at present, 
rejoicing to get away from those darker 
shores of slavery : but regretting that those 
that are bound could not be as free as we. 
Your brotlier in Christ, 

A. C. G ART! ATT. 
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The following are the resolutions re- 
cently passed by the General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, on the 
subject of Abolition : — 

Wiiereas, great excitement has pei*- 
vaded this country on the subject of aboli- 
tionism, which is reported to have been 
increased in this cit>' recently, by tlie un- 
ju,stifiable conduct of two members of the 
General Conference, in lecturing upon and 
in favour of ' that agitating topic : and, 
wiiereas, such a course on the part of any 
of its members, is calculated to bring upon 
t!iis body the suspicions and distrust of tlie 
community,, and misrepresent its sentiments 
in regard to the point at issue : and, 
whereas, in this aspect of the case, a due 
regard for its own cJiaracter, as well as a 
just concern for the intereB(« of the churcli 
confided to its care, demand a full, decided, 
and unequivocal expression of the views of 
the General Conference in tlie premises 
Therefore, 

I-lesolved by the delegates of the annual 
conferences, in General (Conference assem- 
bled,^ 

1. Tliat they disa])prove, in the most 
unqualified sense, the conduct of two mem- 
bers of the General Conference, wlio are 
reported to have lectured ;in tljis city re- 
cently upon and in fiivour of modern abo- 
lition. 



2. That they are decidedly opposed to 
modern abolitionism, and wholly disclaim 
any right, wish, or intention, to interfere ia 
the civil and political relation between 
master and slave, as it exists in the slave- 
holding states of this Union. 

S. That the foregoing preamble and re- 
solutions be published in our periodicals. 

Thomas L. Douglas, 

SecreLarih 

Cincinnati, 0., May 14, 1836. 

The first of the above resolutions passed 
by a vote of 1^2 to 11. The second reso- 
lution was divided into two parts ; the vote 
on the first part expressing decided oi)po- 
sitiou to modern abolitionism, stood, ayes 
120, nays 14 ; and on the second part it 
was unanimous. The resolutions, it will 
be seen, are to be printed in all the papers 
of the denomination, and at the same time, 
this same body refuse to print the Address 
of the British 'Methodists to the Metliodists 
of this country, because it speaks out on 
the subject of slavery. 
r TJius lias the General Conference of the 
Methodist JCiiiscopal Churcli apostatized 
ffoni Methodism as it was, and unblush- 
ingly declare{l itself the friend and patron 
of slavery. How has the gold become dim! 

Well does the editor of Zion's Watchman, 

a l^iethodist pajter, remark : 
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"Alas for our British brethren! In- 
stead of our connexion ' having already 
begun to condemn the baneful system* of 
slavery, tlie congregated wisdom, talent, 
and piety of our connexion have just now 
refused — positivkt.y ukfused to say, in the 
language of our own discipline, that they 
are even ' as much as ever convinced of its 



great evil and not only so, but they have 
' condemned ' the efforts of any, and all in 
our church, who are striinng to oppose it> 
and by one member of that body, some of 
them have been judged guilty of a OAMxiNii 
iMQuiTV, and another of them wished 
dead ! ! ! " 



RESOLUTIONS OF ASSOCIATED BODIES ON THE SUBJECT OF 

AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

Our indefatigable friend and brother, Mr. George Thompson,' is labouring witli 
his usual diligence and success in the North of England. The American 
mobocrac}' erred egregioiisly in driving him from the States, as their more in- 
te^'" V ' and reflecting leaders arc by this time fully aware. His presence 
ai "f^st us is Icindhng into a flame the sparks which might otherwise have ex- 
pired, and will return to the .'shores from which he was driven, an extent of 
moral influence, which his labours there could never have commanded. Ho 
lias recently lectured to immense auditories at Newcastle, North and South 
Shields, Leeds, Manchester, Durham, Leicester, Birmingham, and several other 
places, and is still proceeding unwearied in his arduous course. We are glad 
to find that Mr. Thompson avails himself of every opportunity to address mis- 
sionary meetings. He is quite right in this. Right in principle and in policy, 
and. we advise him to persevere. The church of Christ is the liope of tlie slave, 
and the',day of his redemption is accelerated in the exact degree that the.disci- 
ples^of Clu-ist are made to feci that Ihey ure responsible for the welfare of their 
degraded and injured brother. Some of the following resolutions were passed 
after Mr. Thompson's lecture. 



At a public meeting of the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, held on Monday evening, 
September 19, 183i), at the New Hall, 
Leicester, John Ryley, Esq., in the chair, 
the following resoliition was unanimously 
passed : 

That this meeting has observed with gra- 
titude to God the co-operation of their 
American brethren in the great work of 
evangelizing the world ; but is grieved at 
tlie appalling i)icture of 'domestic bondage 
wJjich is sustained in the [United States ; 
and believing slavery to be an insult to our 
common nature, a violation of the laws of 
reason, and an awful sin in the siglit of 
God, repudiates the thought of any one, 
who calls himself a follower of Christ, ren- 
dering his support to this flagrant evil, 
whilst affecting zeal for the salvation of the 
world ; considering all such, inasmuch as 
they live in sin, unfit to be members of the 
church of Christ. 



At a public meeting, convened by the 
North Shields Anti-Slavery Society, and 
held in the Wesleyaii clin])el, Howard-street, 
North Shields, oil October the 21st, WSG ; 
Jloherl Spencp, F.sf]., of iho Sociefv of 



Friends, in the chair, the following reso- 
lutions were passed : 

1. That this meeting, considering per- 
sonal liberty as the inalienable birthright of 
every human being ; and knowing tliat 
•'God hatli made of one blood all nations of 
men, to dwell on all the fjice of the earth," 
regards man's holding property in man as 
an invasion of man's natural rights, and a 
direct violation of the fundamentiil princi- 
ples of justice, and morality. 

2. That as m-en, without distinction of 
nation, caste, or colour, are objects of God's 
redeeming love, and, when visited with Jiis 
saving grace, become alike sons of God, 
members of his church, and brethren in 
Christ Jesus, entitled alike to all tlie privi- 
leges of Christians here, and alike heirs of 
the same glory hereafter; it is, tlierefore, 
liighly dishonourable to God our Tathor, 
derogatory from God our Saviour, and of- 
fensive to God our Sanctifier, for professing 
Cliristians to hold iheir fellow-Christians 
in slavery, or to regard them with any lios- 
tile, unbiotherly, contemptuous, or repul- 
sive prejudices, merely because of any iii^ 
feriority in their civil condition, or of any 
pJiysical difterence in their colour and con- 
fbnnalion. 
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3. TImt, as slavery ami most xiiibio- 
tliorly jM-tijudices re5i)ect,ing colour, witli 
Ihf'ir innumerable ami atrociou.s uttwulrmt 
sins and evils, exist to a ^-reat extent in 
tlie United >tates of North America, and 
are fherished and upheld, and endeavours 
made to vindicate and perpetuate them in 
that country, by multitudes not only pro- 
i'cssing unbounded love to civil liberty, but 
oven jtrofessing to be Christians, this meet- 
injr, considering that the church of God, in 
nil regions of the universe, is but one 
hody— and that if one member suffers, all 
the members sutler with it— deeply sympa- 
thize with their fellow-men and brother- 
Cbristiuns, whether held in slavery or re- 
garded with unbrotherly prejudices because 
of their complexion, by the citizens of the 
United States of North Atnericaj and, re- 
joicing in the progress which the cause of 
i»??He<[i'a/e slave-emancipation has, in that 
country, already made, feel loudly called 
upon to use, in' humble dependance on tlie 
Divine blessing, every Scriptural means to 
hasten, not only in the ;North American 
United States, but also throughout all the 
world, the complete abolition of slavery; 
which would soon be followed, every 
whore, by the utter and everlasting extinc- 
tion of all those unchristian prejudices 
respecting colour, with their innumerable 
sins and attendant evils, to the whites as 
well as to the blacks, to the free much more 
than to tlje bond, which are its natural and 
necessary consequences. 

4. That the thanks of this meeting are 
due, and are hereby given, to Mr. George 
Thompson, for his unwearied Christian and 
indomitable exertions, both in the United 



States of North America and in Gr^at 
Britain, in furtlierance of imincdlatc slave 
emancipation. 

A public meeting was held at South 
Shields, on the evening of October 2;>th, in 
the Weslevan chapel, when the following 
resolutions were passed : 

1. That, " God having made of ont) 
blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all 
the face of the earth ; and having deter- 
mined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation, that they should 
seek the Lord," this meeting deeply de- 
plores to learn that our Christian brethren 
in the United States of America are violat- 
ing this great principle, by holding in 
bondage and ignorance upwards of two 
millions of our fellow-creatures, and deny- 
ing them those rights and privileges which 
the Almighty declares are the inalienable 
rights of all. 

2. That this meeting rejoice in the ra- 
pidity Avith which anti-slavery associations 
are increasing, as well as in the more open 
and ^extended avowal of the duty which 
prompts to immediate and unconditional 
emancipiilion ; and while they would cor- 
dially assist and encourage the abolitionists 
of the United States, they would faithfully 
and aftectionately expostulate with their 
Transatlantic brethren, who are in any way 
implicated ihi upholding this unjust, un- 
scriptural, and demoralizing system. 

3. That this meeting tender its thanks to 
Mi: G. Thompson, for his eloquent and 
impressi\''e address on the present occasion ; 
and for his unwearied and zealous advocacy 
in behalf of the slave. 



THE SI AVE. 

The dews of midnight gathcr'd oa his brow, 

And still he knelt in prayer. The bitter thought 

Of all he had endured, must still endure; 

The days— the years of unrequited toil, 

Tlie coarse and scanty fare, the tattered garb, 

'i'he taunt, tht; bitter curse, the bloody scouri^e — 

All these and worse, far worse the suiVerer knew. 

Tliey had withheld iVoni him the bread of lil'e, 

Had crushed liis spirit, bound his soul in chains, 

And borne him to the eartli. iJut these vrere wrongs,- 

Scarce felt— scarce heeded, wJiile liis infant boy 

And tlie ibnd mother welcomed him with smiles, 

^Vhen his hard task of day was o'er. 'But they — 

AVhere were they 1 Sold ! as beasts of burthen sold ! 

That very morn, lie saw them cliained and driven 

To u far distant clime. I\Iarvel ye then. 

That he should turn from earth ;md ask of Heaven, 

Powor to endure such weiglit of latter wrong 1 

For nature, imsiibdued, (lojnaiided blood, 

■\VhiIe thus he lilts his head in fervent prayer, 

A light from Heaven dispels the vengeful gloom : — 

lie i)Ows liis toil-woiii furn» lo earth, and cries — 

" Vengeance is thin<.', thou will lojiay, O God !" 
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EAST INDIA SLAVERY. 
No. III. 

The opening of another Session of the Imperial Parliament is a proper 
opportunity for laying before our readers the proceedings of the legislative and 
executive authorities of the United Kingdom, on the subject of Slavery in 
India, at the time they inquired into the state of India, and again chartered 
away the government of Hindostan to a company of the merchants of 
England, who had originally been incorjjorated into a Joint Stock Asso- 
ciation merely for the purpose of trading to the East Indies, but who 
embarked in the African slave trade, and who now stand foi'th as the 
Government of India. 

In order duly to appreciate the flagrancy of the crime which Britain has 
committed in rivetting the fetters of the slave she called forth for eman- 
cipation, it is necessary to pay particular attention to the dates of the 
various proposals, speeches, and acts of the ministers of the crown, of the 
members of the two houses of parliament, and of the proprietors of India 
stock ; then it will appear clearly, that, in accordance with the well 
known feelings of the entire population of Britain — men, women, and 
children — the ministers of the crown proposed that all sorts of slavery 
should a,bsolutely cease throughout British India on the twelfth day of 
April-, 1837 : so that, *^ where Britain's power is felt, mankind should 
feel her mercy too !" That was noble ; and it bespoke a country proud 
and jealous of the bles.'^ing of personal liberty. The House of Commons 
seemed to meet the wish of the country, and the proposal of the crown ; 
but the Bast India Company raised the war cry ; of ail people in the 
world, they stood forth as the champions of India, the country on whose 
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vitals they prey. Heretofore they always had suppressed any mention of 
the existence of slavery in India, but, finding it impossible to hide the 
crime any longer, especially as it was proposed to institute a Slavery Com- 
mission, all at once they changed their system of tactics, and they ex- 
claimed that slavery is so universal, that any attempt to abolish it would 
produce revolt from one end of India to another. Whenever the people 
of Britain have been compelled to interpose themselves between 
the East India Company and their victims, the Company has sheltered 
itself from the effects of popular indignation under some unintel- 
ligible jargon about the invincible prejudices of the Hindoos in favour of 
burning their widows, paying taxes to Juggernaut, &c. ; so, in the case of 
slavery, they complicated the simple case of stealing a man and selling 
him, with all sorts of insinuations about the rights of heads of families, 
caste, adoption, concubinage, and marriage ! What connexion can there 
possibly be between a Palla serf, who is esteemed so impure that he may 
not approach his master, and adoption, concubinage, marriage, or any 
other family or even domestic arrangement ? 

Mr. St. George Tucker is the director who first stood forth as the 
champion of slavery in India ; he himself was clerk to Sir William Jones, 
w^hose denunciation of slavery in Calcutta we quoted in our last article on 
this subject, at page 152. Since he was a clerk in the Supreme Court at 
Calcutta, he has had to appear there in another character. We shrink 
from blotting our pages with defamatory matter ; but if a man will dare 
to step forth in the metropolis of the empire, and hold back the sceptre of 
mercy when extended to abolish the great national crime of slavery, we 
feel compelled to say who and what he is. Mr. St. John Tucker is a man 
whose word ought not to set aside the will of the nation. 

Mr. Jenkins, the director, has been a clever man in his way —President 
at the Court of Nagpore ; but we have heard that his best days are gone 
by ; however, at the best, the nursling of a heathen despot's court is not 
tlie man from whom the people of Britain will learn the rights of man. 
Every reader of these pages is already convinced of the gross mistake 
into which Mr. Jenkins falls, when he says, ** There is nothing in the 
situation of slavery in India which approaches at all to that of the same 
class in the West Indies." True ! there is, indeed, a difference in the 
geographical position of the slaves of either Indies ; one is in east lon- 
gitude and the other in west longitude, but both are stolen, sold, and 
brutalized ; both cry out with a very bitter cry for mercy and for justice ; 
. the cry of both reaches up unto the ear 0/ the God of nations, and he has 
sworn to avenge their cause ; even in our day we have seen him break up 
the established empires of oppressors, and surely our ephemeral empire in 
India cannot stand against him. 

Mr. Fergusson, the director, has no personal knowledge of India beyond 
the limits of the city of Calcutta. 

The majority of the House of Lords, perliaps, considered it of more 
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consequence to thwart a Whig measure than to do an act of justice to 
millions. Lord EUenborough objected, that the Slave Commission would 
cost iEl5,000 a year ! Perhaps that sum exceeds the amount of his own 
sinecures, pensions, &c. 

On th2 13th of June, 1833, Mr. Charles Grant brought before the 
House of Commons the subject of the East India Charter, and in the 
course of his speech he said, " Another part of the Bill will - relate to the 
system of slavery in India. It will be necessary to pursue a different 
course in dealing with slavery in the East and West Indies, in conse- 
quence of peculiar circumstances connected with the former. It cannot 
be denied, that on the coast of Malabar there have been some melancholy 
instances of oppression to the slaves ; but, generally speaking, slavery is 
not so severe in the East Indies, in consequence of its being the effect of 
caste, and connected with religion. I mention these circumstances, not as 
an objection to the abolition of slavery in the East Indies, but as a reason 
for proceeding to effect this object with caution. I shall, therefore, pro- 
pose, that, after a given period, slavery shall entirely cease in India, and 
that the governor-general shall have the power of appointing commis- 
sions to inquire on the spot, into the best mode of effecting this object, 
with this proviso, that if he should find himself able to abolish slavery 
before the period fixed by law, he shall be at liberty to do so." 

Mr. Buckingham said, ** I rejoice to find that slavery is to be abolished 
in the East, as well as in the West, and, I hope, on easier terms. I am 
glad to find that a Commission of Inquiry is to be appointed, as evidence 
and fact are the only safe grounds of legislation." 

On the 24th, the President of the India Board inclosed a summary of 
the main provisions of his India Bill, in which he says, As to the natives, 
besides placing them on a level with the British in point of lands, there 
are two enactments : First, No person, native or natural-born in India, is 
to be excluded from any office, merely by reason of his religion, birth- 
place, descent, or colour. Second, Slavery after a specified period to be 
abolished. 

On the 28th, the Indian minister introduced to the House of Commons 
his Bill for the better government "of his Majesty's Indian territories, in 
which the clause regarding slavery in India ran as follows : — 

" And whereas it is expedient that slavery should cease in the said 
territories as soon as sufficient time shall have elapsed for making such 
provisions as the change of the condition of the numerous class of persons 
therein now in a state of slavery may appear to require ; be it therefore 
enacted, that all rights over any persons, by reason of such persons being 
in a state of slavery, shall cease throughout the said territories on the 
twelfth day of April, one thousand eight hundred and thirty seven : pro- 
vided always, that it shall be lawful for the governor-general in council 
to make laws or regulations for the extinction of slavery, either entirely 
or in part, previously to the said twelfth day of April, one thousand eight 
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hundred and thirty-seven, throughout the said territories, or any part of 
them." 

On. the 2nd of July, the Court of Directors said, that Any plan 
which may be calculated to improve the condition of the natives, by 
abolishing slavery, without doing violence to the feelings of caste or to the 
rights of property, cannot fail to meet with the Court's cardial approba- 
tion." 

On the 5th, Mr. St. George Tucker delivered in to the Court of Direc- 
tors his dissent from the Court's letter of the 2nd instant, in which, he 
says, Mr. Grant's words are, ' Slavery, after a specified period, to be 
abolished/ By the bill, which has just been received, the abolition takes place 
absolutely in April, 1837> and no provision is made for indemnification. I 
cannot perceive the advantage of legislating in this country for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in India ; for, if it be necessary or expedient to make so 
great a change in the state of society in that country, it can be done most 
safely by the local legislature. Domestic slavery exists in Bengal; but 
the slave or bondman is in reality a servant, who sometimes occupies a 
station. A trust, and even of influence. Abyssinian slaves have at dilFerent 
times been introduced in small numbers in Arab ships, and they are much 
prized by the more opulent J^Iahommedans ; but the existence of slavery 
may be traced chiefly to those famines with which India has unhappily 
been visited. The parent, during these seasons of distress, is willing to 
part with his cliild for food, to prolong the existence of both, ijnd the 
child becomes domesticated in the family of the purchaser. The natives 
are not severe masters ; but although we see little of what passes in their 
household, and although cases of maltreatment of the slave have in the 
course of my own experience been judicially , established, I consider it an 
act of justice to the people to express my belief, that such instances are 
rare, and that when they do occur they are not likely to obtain impunity 
under our existing laws. Predial slavery exists iin the Malabar, coast, 
and in some other parts of the country with which I am not sufficiently 
acquainted to be enabled to pronounce upon its eflPects. But we must not 
forget that slavery is expressly recognized and regulated by the Mahomme- 
dan law •* that it has been long tolerated by our own government ; and that 
it has existed in India from time immemorial. Considering, then, that 
we have, by the most formal enactments, guaraniC*?d to our native sub- 
jects their laws, usages, properties, and rights, we surely ought to pause 
before we proceed peremptorily to supersede a state of things which the 
[)eople may regard as a part of the compact subsisting between them and 

* See Hamilton's Iledaya ; t!ie various 'questions relating to slavery are treated at 
great length in that work. Slavery is also recognized by tlie Hindoo law : Menu says, 
ch. viii. sec. 45, " There are servants of seven sorts j one made captive under a stand- 
ard or in battle ; one maintained in consideration of service ; one born of a female slave 
in tlie house ; one sold, or given, or inherited from ancestors ; and one ensiavad by way 
tA punisiiinent, or his inabili'.y t'l pay a large fine.'* 
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tlieir rulers. If it be intended only to allow the slave to claim manumis- 
sion whenever maltreatment can be established, the natives would, I think, 
submit to such an enactment ; * for they will have little reason to appre- 
hend that the slave will often avail himself of the means of obtaining his 
freedom. If, on the other hand, slavery is to be denounced, and authori- 
tatively put an end to, a great change will be produced in the state of 
society ; the feelings of the people will lie highly excited, and our govern- 
ment will be considered to act in a very unjust and arbitrary manner. 
Who, let me ask, is to be charged with the care and maintenance of the 
infant slave, or of those who are old and infirm, and incapable of work ? 
And, in other cases, wlujre the services of the slave are of value, is it pro- 
posed to grant a pecuniary indemnification to the master ? If not, on 
what principle do we proceed in forcibly dejrriving a i\Iahommedan of that 
which he has acquired and held under the sanction of his law and his reli- 
gion ? It cannot be urged, I imagine, that the slave in India enjoys no 
civil rights, or that he is excluded from the protection of the law, or that 
his condition, physical or moral, is worse than that of our infant manufac- 
turers or our paupers, upon whom neither the loom nor the land can bestow 
more than a bare subsistence. If it were Avise to legislate upon theoretical 
evils, it is still unsafe to frame linvs in this country for the people of India, 
without knowing how far they will harmonize with the feelings, habits, 
and usages of those for whose benefit they are intended, and whose hos- 
tility l^ay render them inoperative. If slavery, as existing in India, be 
attended Avith real evil, either to the individual or to the community, it 
will be quite competent to the local legislature to apply the appropriate 
remedy ; but I strongly deprecate the idea of any premature declaration by 
parliament, requiring its peremptory abolition. Such an enactment may 
be very grateful to the feelings of the philanthropist, and may produce a 
momentary popularity ; but let us not legislate in ignorance, and let us 
have some regard for the feelings and tlie interests of the people who are 
expected to obey our laws." 

At the same time Mr. Jenkins also dissented from the Court of Direc- 
tors' letter, and with regard to the proposed act for the immediate aboli- 
tion of slavery throughout India, he said, " The Indian governments have 
only been backward in attempting to force improvements. Some of those 
now proposed to be made subjects for legislation, I humbly think, might 
be more properly enforced on functionaries, as the spirit in which they 
ought to govern, than as legal enactments. I allude to the admission of 
natives to offices of trust and emolument, which is already acted upon ; 
the abolition of distinctions, from colour, religion, or birth ; and, even^ 

* Even an enactment of tliis effect must, however, be framed with great caution and 
delicacy: an Afghan would jiroceed to the most desjierate extremities if an attempt 
were made to violate his Zanana, by releasing a female slave. Are we jjrepared, more- 
over, forcibly to emancipate the slaves of our Loubadars and other native officers, and 
without an indemnification ? 
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tually of slavery. The enactment of the two former provisions^, it sedffls 
to me, would produce injury rather than benefit, by raising to the 
character of legal rights what should only be moral pretensions, allowable 
according to circumstances, on which the local governments alone can 
safely decide. I go much further than is expressed in the letter in pro- 
nouncing the latter provision, however desirable the end to which it 
points, to be most dangerous, in the actual state of society in India, with 
reference to that branch of the national institutions ; and, in fact, there is 
nothing in the situation of slavery in that country which approaches at all 
to that of the same class in the West Indies." 

On the same evening, in the House of Lords, the Marquis of Lansdowne 
brought the affairs of India before the House, and in the course of his 
speech he said, " Trial by jury was introduced into Ceylon with great 
effect by Sir Alexander Johnstone : one great benefit indirectly arose from 
its introduction — the entire abolition of slavery in that island ! Your 
lordships will also have to consider the best means of carrying into effect, 
in the East Indies, that which this country is now engaged in attempting 
in other quarters — I mean the abolition of slavery. I am perfectly aAvare, 
my lords, that the system of slavery in the East Indies is exceedingly dif- 
ferent from that which exists in the West Indies, and that its abolition in 
the East may be attended with circumstances of still greater difficulty 
than in the West, inasmuch as it is connected with circumstances of caste, 
&c., affecting the social condition of the inhabitants over which the 
dominion of the law has been hitherto exercised but with little effect. 
But, because there are difficulties in the way, my lords, it by no means 
follows that the attempt should not be made, guided by all the restric- 
tions and concessions which the importance of the subject demands i and 
on this subject, also, my lords, it is proposed to appoint a Commission of 
Inquiry. It is very possible that, even if slavery were to be abolished, 
certain distinctions of caste might still stand in the way, which the law 
could not reach ; but, at all events, even in that case it will acquit itself, 
by denouncing and prohibiting the system as illegal." 

Lord Ellenborough replied, saying, that the Commission \vith respect 
to slaves vdll consist of five commissioners, with a salary of £6,000 a year 
each, and will cost d6 30,000 per annum i but as it is to be a travelling 
commission, the expense will far exceed this estimate ; for they will be 
obliged to carry \vith them a complete establishment of secretaries and 
officers. The travelling expenses of this set of commissioners cannot be 
less than £15,000 a year. But, it appears we are to extend those bene- 
ficial measures to the slaves in India, which are about being so happily 
settled with regard to the slaves in the West India colonies. The noble 
Marquis admits that the state of the slaves in India is very different from 
what it is in the West Indies, Slavery it is not, according to our notions 
of that state, but the mildest condition of domestic servitude. Those 
whom we call slaves, are in fact, treated as the children of the master ! 
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There are parts of India, no doubt, where the state of the slaves is of a 
more severe description — in Malabar, for instance ; but, then the noble 
Marquis himself admitted that their state of slavery was a slavery of 
caste. You cannot destroy the prejudices of mankind : you can make no 
alteration, by law, in the established principles of Asiatic society ; but, 
will you make none in the feelings of the country ? Is it not the first 
violent attack upon property, upon caste, upon every thing which is held 
in veneration by the native of India ? You cannot pass that enactment 
without creating a feeling which may, and probably will, lead to insur- 
rection in every part of India. It is insanity to make the attempt. 
Besides, if you must abolish slavery in India, it is unnecessary to do so by 
act of parliament. The government has all the power to abolish it now : 
it is only to issue a declaration, saying, that on the 12th of April, 1837^ 
every slave in India shall be free. But, in so saying, I consider that it 
would, in other words, be declaring that on the 12th of April, 1837, there 
shall be insurrection in every part of India. I will venture to call to 
your lordships' recollection the words of that discreet and able man, the 
late Sir Thomas Munro, on this subject. He says, that " the considera- 
tion of measures proper to be taken, with respect to the state of slavery 
found to exist in India, is a subject of great delicacy and of considerable 
difficulty, and we are of opinion that this is a matter in which more good 
is to be expected from the gradual operation of justice and policy, admi- 
nistered in the spirit of kindness, and in favour of the personal liberty of 
the slaves, than from any direct interference on the part of government." 
That is the wise and considerate opinion of Sir Thomas Munro ; and I 
know not a person m this country, who is at all acquainted with India, 
who does not venerate the memory of that man, as the greatest benefactor 
of the native population of India, and the ablest administrator that ever 
appeared in that country. Upon his authority, I call upon his Majesty's 
ministers, and upon your lordships, to pause before you pass a parlia- 
mentary enactment which will shake the very foundations of your power 
in India, because it will shake the confidence which every man entertains 
in the justice and honour of the English government. 



MORAL CONDITION OF THE SOUTHERN STATES OF AMERICA. 

Why are we laboring to abolish slavery ? Why are we holding meetings, 
making speeches, passing resolutions, scattering our publications on the wings 
of tlie four winds, putting forth every effort which a moral influence can exert ? 
What are the great motives which actuate us ? Is it because the slave is en- 
during extreme bodily anguish ? Is it because he is chained, because he is 
scourged, because he is driven into the field or the sugar house to toil from morn 
till night unrequited, because he has poor clothing and spare diet, because the 
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system is all bloody and horrible with bodily suflcrings of its victims ? Certainly 
not. This is bad enough, but it is not the great motive which should excite us. — 
It is because the slave is a man, created in the image of God, possessing an 
immortal spirit, which oppression is polluting and degrading. It is because 
slavery is cramping and crushing the. intellect, is dragging down the mind from 
lis high eminence, and giving it over to the bondage of passion and darkness 
and Yice, is violating all the holiest, most noble and ennobling affections of the 
human heart, is perverting the spiritual nature of man, putting into subjection, 
not merely the limbs, but the reason, the conscience, the higher faculties. We 
are movyd by the influences of slavery on the moral nature of the slave — on the 
soul, on the spirit which is within him. 

But this is not all. The motives which act on us are not confined to sympathy 
for the oppressed. — Could it be proved to us that emancipation would not bring 
the least benefit to the slave, could it be proved to us that his intellect is of such 
a caste that freedom could not elevate him, that he must remain for ever degraded, 
despised, an outcast from all virtue and knowledge, still we would advocate 
immediate abolition with undiminished zeal. And why would we advocate it } 
Because of the demoralizing influences of slavery on the whites. This system 
is not only accursed to the slave, but it is also accursed in its effects on Uic 
oppressor. It is polluting, deadening, subversive of all the high qualities 
of human nature. It is sweeping into one great charnel-house of moral 
corruption and death the spiritual energies of the South. It is not only taking 
away the Bible from the slave, but it is taking away the blessed principles and 
doctrines of that book from the master himself. It is not only keeping the 
poor black man in the darkness of heathenism, but it is taking away from 
the oppressor himself the sweet consolations of the religion of Jesus Christ. 
Religious forms and institutions are in many places but little revered. The 
Sabbath is desecrated, awuilly broken and profaned. It is a grand holiday 
among the slaves, who make it an occasion of sensual indulgence and pleasure : 
and the whites, who have grown up amid such corrupting influences, pay it 
little regard. The churches are in some places almost desolate. The wing 
of the destroj'ing angel is above them, slavery is pressing like an incubus on 
their moral energies. The manners and habits and principles of the young arc 
fearfully perverted. Infidelity is ripe at the South. Christianity is fleeing 
before, the unhallowed influences of slavery, and giving place to the cold, the 
cheerless doctrines of deism. Men high in oflicial dignity and power, men who 
sway the mind of the South, are casting their hopc!^ and faith and morals adrift 
on the dark tide of infidel speculation. This is not mere assertion. — It is 
corroborated by the testimony of those who have had extensive opportunities to 
gain information, of visitors, of persons who were born and educated in the 
midst of the evil. It has been told to us by the living voices of accurate 
observers, and men of undoubted veracity. The tidings which come to us of 
public mail robberies, of quarrels, of bloody strifes, the infliction of Lynch law, 
open-day murders, whippings, hangings and burnings in that land of bondage, 
confirm it — Charleston, Vicksburg, New Orleans, and St. Louis confirm it. 

Nor is the demoralizing influence of slavery confined to that portion of the 
country where it exists. The peculiar institutions of the South, the morals which 
oppression generates, re-act upon the North. — New England is involved. The 
principles and manners of the Pilgrims^ which should have descended as an 
heir-loom to their posterity, have been corrupted, have been shaken, and in some 
degree swept awa}' by it. The communication and intercourse which is con- 
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stantly going on between these two portions of the United States, cannot but 
])roduce an effect. Our religious institutions, the morals of the people of the 
North, are not safe while slaver}' exists. They will be perverted, contaminated, 
perhaps destroyed. The sea of corruption, of vice and passion and irreligion, 
which slavery has poured upon the South, is rolling its black waves over our own 
beloved New England. It is sweeping sound principle, that stern adherence 
to rectitude and truth which characterized our fathers, away into the yawning 
gulf of unbridled license and atheism. There is a pctiduct established, and 
contagion is spreading far and wide among us. We must destroy slavery, or 
that will destroy our own religious institutions and ourselves. 

Nor are our civil institutions secure, while our morals, the morals of ourrulery, 
are thus becoming corrupt. He whose conscience is perverted is not a safe 
guide in j^olitics. The reason that will renounce Christianity, that has embraced 
the fearful errors of deism, ought not to be intrusted with the liberties of a 
people. It is utterly unwortliy of our confidence. If it has erred widely and 
fearfully on one great subject, what assurance have we that it will not err widely 
and fearfully on another great subject .f* If it has gone astray in religion, in 
questions of morals, how can we trust its decisions in other matters } No. If 
we would perpetuate the political institutions of our country, if we would 
render permanent the great principles on which they are founded, we must 
abolish slavery. It is undermining them, it is unsettling our faith in them, it is 
surely working their destruction. It is corrupting the morals, perverting the 
religious feelings of the communit}', and through them aiming a deadly thrust 
at our civil liberties : what security have we for our rights when we install 
over us one whose notions of justice are so wickedly estranged that he holds as 
property his fellow-men ; when we place as the keeper of the temple of our 
freedom a slave-holder ? None. 

Let our opposers, then, tell us, if they choose, what is falfe, that emancipation 
will not benefit the slave. We have another argument. We would abolish 
slavery for our own benefit, and the benefit of the master. We regard our own 
morals, those of the community in which we reside, the morals of the slave- 
holder himself. We regard the safety and permanency of our civil and religious 
institutions. — We wish to enjoy them ourselves, we wish to hand them down 
uncorrupted and unimpaired to posterity. . We wish the religion of our blessed 
Saviour to have free course and be glorified. We wish to have our rights as 
men, as American citizens, as Christians, to remain unassailed. We wish to 
live in peace, and to die in peace, with the assurance that those who come 
after us will partake of the blessings which are around us, and have their hopes 
of immortality unshaken. These reasons are all powerful ; and instead of grow- 
ing cold, and dilatory, and discouraged, we should remember the condition of 
the South and the North, the condition of the slave, and the master, and the 
freemen of New England, and make more energetic, self-denying, and per- 
severing efforts than we have ever yet made. — From the Emancipator. 
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FOREIGN SLAVE TRADE. 
No. I. 

We have been favoured with a sight of the proofs of a deeply interest- 
ing pamphlet on the Foreign Slave Trade, about to be issued from the press. 
It is entitled " A brief account of the Foreign Slave Trade, from the 
date of the English Abolition Act to the present time/' and is drawn up 
by the respected Secretary of the Anti-slavery Society with considerable 
judgment, and an intimate acquaintance with the documentary evidence 
which bears upon this most guilty and diabolical traffic. We hope our 
readers will give it an attentive perusal, and with a view of inducing 
them to do so, shall extract a series of brief articles from its painfully 
interesting pages. 

FRANCK. 

*' In the Treaty of Paris, in the year 1814, the French government solemnly 
concurred in denouncing tlic slave-trade, as ' repngnant to the principles of 
natural justice, and of the enlightened age in which we live.' The king also 
engaged to unite his efforts with those| of his Britannic Majesty, in the then 
approaching Congress (at Vienna), with a view to obtain its universal abolition. 
But, notwithstanding the treaty the King of France had concluded, and the 
formal declaration of the Congress, to which he was a party, he stipulated, that 
liis subjects should be permitted to trade in slaves for Jive years longer ; but 
wliich in fact, was not a permission to continue, but a decree for creating it 
anew ; for it is a well-known fact, that at the time of the signature of the treaty 
not a single French vessel, nor one livre of French capital, was engaged in the 
slave-trade. Nothing more however, at that time, was to be obtained from 
Louis XVIII. On tlie return of Napoleon to the throne, he issued a decree 
(March, 1815) for the immediate and total abolition of the French slave-trade. 
He retained the crown for too short a time to allow of his decree being carried 
into effect, even if he were sincere in his intentions ; and the restoration of 
Louis to the throne, again rejoiced the hearts of the hicipient French slave- 
traders, with the prospect of being able, for five years, to enjoy uninterruptedly 
the privilege of 'desolating Africa, degrading Europe, and afflicting 
humanity,' by means of a traffic, thus alike designated and secured to them 
by their Sovereign. Of this permission they lost no time in availing themselves, 
and the coast of Africa accordingly swarmed with slavers under ttic French flag. 
The little difficulty which Napoleon had found on issuing his decree having 
inspired hopes of success, the most active and persevering negociations were 
immediately recommended by tlie British government to obtain an immediate 
abolition. 

The new negociations were successful ; and on the 30th July, 1815, Prince 
Talleyrand announced to Lord Castlereagh, that the king had issued directions, 
* that, on the part of France, the traffic in slaves should cease, from the 
present time, every where and for ever.' This announcement was followed 
by an additioiial article to the treaty concluded at Paris on the 20th November, 
1814, between France and tlie fulied powers. By this article, they engaged to 
renew conjointly their efforts, with a view of securing final success to those 
principles which they had proclaimed in the ileclarafion of the 8th of February, 
1815. 
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" The trade however, still continued to be carried on by French subjects to an 
enormous extent, and its suppression was the object of long-continued and 
anxious negociation on the part of the British government. It would fill a folio 
volume were we to give even an abstract of the reports of the enormities com- 
mitted under the French flag, and of the repeated representations of these facts, 
brought under the notice of the French government by the ministers of the 
British crown, which were received civilly, hut which were never redressed ; nor 
did the French government adopt any new measure, till Januarj^, 1817, when 
an ' Ordonnance,' dated 8th January, was issued, containing the following 
article: — 

** ' Every vessel, whether French or foreign, which shall attempt to introduce 
into any of our colonies, purchased blacks, shall be confiscated ; and the Captain, 
if a Frenchman, shall be held incapable of holding a command. 

The whole cargo shall in like manner be confiscated, although not con- 
sisting of slaves. With respect to the negroes, they shall be employed on 
public works of utility in the colony.' 

''After renewed negociations, a convention was signed at Paris, on the 80th 
November, 1831. By this convention the mutual riglit of search was conceded, 
under certain limitations ; and the high contracting parties agreed to invite the 
other maritime powers to accede to it within as short a period as possible ; and 
in March, 1833, a supplementary convention to the above, was signed at Paris, 
by which it was stipulated, that any vessel equipped for the purpose of carrying 
slaves, shall be liable to sei/Aire and condemnation equally with those having 
slaves actually on board. 

" This article is one of great importance. Under the old treaty, a cruizer 
might blockade a river, in which twenty slavers might be lying, with all their 
slnves on shore, within twenty yards of them, read}' for embarkation, with wood, 
water, and every thing ready on board for a start, and the cruizer could not 
touch one of them, unless a slave or slaves were actually on board ; the universal 
mode therefore was, to keep them on shore until a favourable opportunity for 
shipping them occurred, when, in the space of an hour, the vessel could receive 
them and take her departure, under cover of a fog, or witli any change of wind, 
that might have driven the cruizer off her station. 

"By this supplementary convention, it is also stipulated, that all vessels 
condemned for having been engaged in the slave-trade, shall be broken up. 
This will prevent their owners from so immediately renewing their slave-trading 
speculations, as they have heretofore done, by purchasing the condemned vessels ; 
it will also tend to diminish the temptation to engage in the traffic, by lessening 
its profits." 

The concession by France of a mutual right of search in the case of 
slave ships, is unquestionably one of the very highest importance, much 
as that right is clogged in its exercise by the stipulations which accompany 
it. To these restraints, however, we now merely advert, whilst we wish 
to call attention more particularly to the limits which are prescribed by 
the convention, to the exercise of the right in question on the coast of 
Africa. Those limits appear to be far too narrow to admit of giving 
complete efit'ct to the benevolent object of the contracting powers. They 
still leave a wide scope of coast along which the French Slave Trade will 
still enjoy an entire freedom from interruption by Britisi^ eniism. 
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The only part of the western coast of Africa, to which the right con- 
ceded by this convention extends, are those which lie between 15° North, 
and 10° South of the equator, and it takes in no part of the eastern coast 
of that continent. Two very extensive lines of coast are thus wholly 
excluded from the operation of the convention, from which a very large 
exportation has continued to take place until a very recent period; viz. : 
first the western coast of Africa from the latitude of 10° South, to the 
latitude of Cape Negro, in about 17° South, including the great Slave 
Marts of a considerable portion of Angola, and the whole of Benguela ; 
and, second, the whole of the eastern coast from the Equator, to 25° or 
30° South latitude. 

The magnitude of the Slave Trade recently carried on by other nations, 
from these parts of Africa, may be seen by referring to the correspondence 
of the British functionaries in Brazil with the Foreign Office. 

Of the immense numbf?rs of slaves imported into Brazil, a considerable 
portion were brought from the east coast of Africa, viz : Mosambique, 
Qualimano, and Intrambana, about 14000 from Angola and 6000 from 
Benguela, making more than a third, indeed three-eighths of the whole 
import. 

It is obvious, therefore, that slaves may still be safely carried under the 
J'rench flag without any interruption from British cruisers. 

"Notwithstanding the severe and repeated disappointments which have 
attended our negociations with France on this subject for so many years, it 
affords the most heartfelt gratification, that our treaties with this nation arc now, 
not only in themselves in a very improving state, but that her municipal laws 
and regulations, and the execution of them, appear to be in accordance with 
them. The consequence has been such, as under the circumstances was to be 
expected. According to the last returns from the coast of Africa, there Avere 
scarcely any slave-ships to be found under the French flag. 

" France has thus redeemed herself from the stigma under which she had 
long lain, of being indifferent to the suppression of the slave-trade ; and instead 
of the papers annually laid before Parliament on this subject, being filled with 
accounts of numberless atrocities committed under her flag, .ind reports of 
fruitless representations made to her government thereupon, they now exhibit 
her, as uniting her efforts with those of Great Britain, to obtain (alas ! unavail- 
ingh') the accession of the American government to tlie conventions above 
alluded to. 

SPAIN. 

" To trace tlie history of our negociations with Spain, on the subject of the 
slave-trade, and tlie shameless infractions of the treaties which the goverinuent 
of that country had entered into for its suppression, it would be necessary to 
transcribe many a foHo page from the papers annually laid before Parliament. 
The very able and luminous resume of these transactions, which was drawn uji 
by j\Ir. Villiers, our ambassador at the court of Madrid, and presented by him 
to tlie Spanish government, on the 31st December, 1838, alone occupies six 
such fohos. To this r^sum^, however, we will only briefly alhule. In 18M, 
the king of Spain pledged himtclf to take the aubjucl of liu- slave-trade into 
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consideration. After a negociation carried on with great zeal and ability on the 
part of our government, a treaty was concluded on the 2Srd September, 1817, 
at Madrid, liaving for its object the abolition of this disgraceful traffic. By this 
treaty, the king of Spain engaged to abolish the traffic in negroes ' throughout 
the entire dominions of Spain, on the SOth day of May, 1820/ and it was 
stipulated, that north of the equator the trade should ' cease immediately on 
the exchange of the ratification of this treaty.' On the other hand, England, 
engaged to pay to the king of Spain the sum of £400,000 sterling, as an 
indemnity for losses which Spanish subjects engaged in the traffic might suiFer 
as a necessary consequence of its abolition, and by article 6, the king of Spain 
bound himself to adopt effectual measures for its suppression. The treaty also 
stipulated a mutual right of search, imder strict limitations, and constituted 
Mixed Commission Courts, for the adjudication of such ships as might be seized 
with slaves actually on board. It was soon discovered, that the limitations of 
the right of seizure being thus confined, rendered the treaty of little effect. 
' It was this clause which first exhibited the imperfection of the provisions laid 
down in this treaty, and its accompanying instructions, for the effectual abolition 
of the commerce in slaves. One of the first instances whinh occurred of seizure, 
was a case in wliich one slave alone was found on board, tlie rest liaving been 
disposed of; but it soon became a practice, on a shive-vcssel perceiving a 
cruiser in chase, to run ashore, or make for the nearest cove or harbour, and 
there land her living cargo before she could be actually come in contact with ; 
an evasion of tlie letter of the law, which enabled the slaver to brave the power 
of liis pursuers in the ver}'' act of perpetrating his crime, and by waiting a 
convenient opportunity, to re-ship the unfortunate wretches he had put on shore, 
and continue his voyage with impllnit3^' 

" To rectify this, an exphmatory article was agreed to between tlie two con- 
tracting parties, by which it was stipulated, that on proof of slaves having been 
on board, the ship should be equally liable to condemnation, as if they v/erc 
actually on board at the time of capture. 

"Some laws and regulations were also made by the Simnish government for 
the ostensible purpose of putting down the slave-trade, to wliich however his 
Spanish majesty's subjects paid no respect ; indeed, they were perfectly nugatory, 
and the trade was continued imdiminished. Representations and remonstrances 
on this subject were m.ade by the British government, month after month, and 
year after year, which were received with promises of attention, but Vrhiph 
were treated with absolute neglect. 

" The British government failed not, also, to urge the necessity which existed 
for a new trcatj', containing stipulations better calculated for the attainment of 
the end in view ; and at length, on the 9th of September, 1834, Mr. Villiers 
informed Lord Palmerston, that the Spanish government had formahy ^ad- 
mitted the right of Great Britain to claim a complete execution of the treaty of 
1817, for the suppression of the slave-trade ;' and on the 28th of June, 1885, 
a new treaty was signed between Great Britain and Spain, the first article of 
which declares * the slave-trade on the part of Spain to be totally and finally 
abolished in all parts of the world.' The second, that within two months from 
the exchange of the ratifications a penal law shall be promulgated throughout 
the Spanish dominions, inflicting a severe punishment to all Spanish subjects 
who shall, under any pretext whatsoever, take any part in the traffic in slaves. 
The fourth, and five following articles, renew the right of mutual searcli, and 
contain the regulations under which it shall be carried into effect; and also the 
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regulritions regarding the establishment of the Mixed Commission Courts for the 
adjudication of prizes, &c. The tenth contains the equipment article, already 
alluded to under the head of France; and article 12 stipulates, that all 
vessels condemned under the treaty shall forthwith be broken up. 

" It is ardently to be hoped, that the Spanish government may be induced 
not to break their faith in regard to this treaty in the scandalous manner 
they have hitherto done with regard to all the treaties and engagements they 
have hitherto entered into, for the ostensible purpose of abolishing the slavo- 
trade." 



A BYE-STANDER'S ESTIMATE OF SLAVE-HOLDING CHRISTIANS. 

(To the Editor of ''Slavery in America." J 

London, January 2, 1837. 

Reverend Sir : 

When I first heard of the existence of your valuable miscellany, 
I was deterred from olFering my feeble aid by the exclusively religious 
tone of the publication. I am one of that numerous class of men with 
whom religion is rather a longing and a yearning, coming in upon them 
in the pauses of the world, than "a sure and certain hope." I under- 
stand devotion rather than feel it ; I envy the devout rather than imitate 
them ; and thus, at the thoughtful hour of midnight, when the Angel of 
Sleep flies far away from my uneasy pillow, it is with a doubtful, timid, 
ineffectual voice, I call for aid from above, and implore the Comforter — 

" To draw around an aching breast 
The curtain of repose." 

This want of confidence extends even to my communings with those 
whom I assume, from their professions, to have reached a position which 
I can only wish for ; and I therefore shrank from the idea of joining in a 
labour which was to be advanced, not only by argument, but by prayer. 
If I cannot pray well for myself, said I, how can I pray at all for my 
brother ? 

By the time, however, tliat I had read a few numbers of the work, a 
very remarkable change took place in my ideas. I found the very men, 
the very women, whose brutality and impiety ought to draw upon them 
tlie execration of civilized mankind, religious professors .' I found this 
brutality, this impiety, indirectly encouraged, because feebly and luke- 
warmly checked, by many of the churches of Christ in Britain ! I found 
the scene of the orgies of sin and horror in America, not the public- 
stews, but the dwelling-houses of Christian families ! I found, at the 
very tal)Ic of the Lord, the blaspheming priest drive away from equal 
comrnujiion the bretliren of mankind! Why should /, Iiold back, cried 
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I, indignantly ? Where is the sanctity which I fear to pollute by the 
breath of sin r Can any worldly-niintledness, however base, any blas- 
phemy, however horrible, outrage such ears as these? Let me join 
boldly the ranks of those who are true to themselves, and to their God ; 
although no professed and admitted soldier of Christ, let me at least fight 
in the same cause — Who knows but my efforts may receive a blessing on 
account of their tendency, which would be denied to them on account of 
my unworthy self ? 

The thing which struck me most in those pages of shame and horror 
which you have opened to the public, was the conduct of the churches of 
Christ in Britain to the churches of the obscene and blood-stained 
Moloch of the southern states of America ; I cannot comprehend on what 
principle the former acknowledge for a moment an identity of communion. 
To my simple understanding the question seems to lie in a nut-shell. 
I would say, in a word, that either the Law and the Prophets are false, 
or that the Americans are blasphemers. I would say, that they who 
acknowledge them to be Christians, no matter of what denomination, are 
guilty of treason to their Lord and Master. 

The crimies and vices of the Negroes are, for the most part, directly 
chargeable upon the whites. Do you blame the NegTo-girl for living in 
a state of promiscuous concubinage, which she cannot by possibility avoid? 
Is not her mistress, — the white ladjj, — who permits, sanctions, or com- 
mands prostitution, the worse harlot of the two ? Do you blame the 
Negro for theft, for whom no law of nieimi and tuu7n exists ? Is not his 
master the worse thief of the two ? Do you blame the slave for lying, 
who v/as never taught any principle of honour, except by the lash, the 
instrument of dishonour ? Is not his master, who took into his own 
hands the formation of his character, the worse liar of the two ? Do you 
blame the slave for cowardice who submits to be flogged by a fellow-man ? 
Is not the executioner Avho takes advantage of the weakness, arising from 
the ignorance of his victim, the baser coward of the two? Slave-holders, 
male and female, should, in my opinion, not only be cut off from com- 
munion with all Christians who are not Judases, but turned away from 
with disdain by all men of the world who call themselves gentlemen, 
and by all women of the world who do not walk the midnight streets. 

I am grieved to see, by one of your numbers, that the argumciiU: (!) 
of the slave-holding professors are sometimes treated with respect, and 
that the logical victory gained at Glasgow was made a matter of boast. 
This is either pure imbecility, or it is something so much worse that I 
am. afraid to give it a name. The arguments of the slave-holders are 
such as would cause a boy of the first form to be flogged for stupidity : 
they are, in fact, so ludicrously absurd, that on a less solemn subject, 
they could not be answered with a grave countenance. Had the upostle 
of slavery presumed to insult so grossly the ears of nien of the world, on 
a subject unconnected with our base and fordish prejudices, lie would 
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have run a great risk of being tarred and feathered, and sent home thus 
to his own country. 

In conclusion, for the present, Mr. Editor, I have only to say, that a 
fearful stain has been thrown in our day upon the universal church of 
Christ. Let those pray who have faith ; let those weep who have 
sorrow ; but, let all those who have courage stand forth openly to the 
good fight. If you think it prudent to accept of the aid of one who will 
stand upon no punctilio, and admit of no compromise, with the enemies 
of God and nature, I freely olFer it. 

Your obedient servant, 

Leitch Ritchie. 



MISSISSIPPI S 

The Mississippi Cliristian Herald, a Me- 
thodist paper, but deeply involved in the 
support of slavery, tells with great eclat of 
the following exploits at " driving" in that 
region. 

The CoTToy Brag. — The cotton exploit, 
cracked up the other day in the Grand 
Gulf Advertiser, has been beaten on Mr. 
Lapice's plantation opposite this city. A 
Planter " in a communication to tlie 
Natchez Courier, states as follows : 

On the same day that Mr. Cofi'ee made 
his brag picking, Mr. Lapice, opposite this 
place, made fine picking with all his force, 
the highest picked by any one hand was 
210 pounds. Previous to that time, how^- 
ever, fine pickings were made in the hills 
in tliis vicinity. On difterent plantations 
as high as ^60, 250, and 245, have been 
picked. The last week on Dr. Calhoun's 
place, they have averaged upwards of 
10,000 pounds a day, the entire week. — 
Six of his hands, on Saturday last, picked 
upwards of 1800 pounds.'' 

We have learned from good authority 
that picking commenced much earlier than 
the 15th of August, certainly a week or ten 
days earlier in Wilkinson county in this 
state — and no doubt the days' works were 
as great. 

Kev. Dr. Nelson, in his *' letter to the 
Presbyterians of Tennessee, Kentucky, 
and JMissouri," lets us into the secret of 
these " cotton brags," in the following 
graphic style. 

" Anotlier train of facts with which you 
are acquainted : you know the following 
case to be an uncolored picture, in sec- 
tions where slaves are numerous. 1 saw 
the man who managed as overseer for one 
of your wealthy 'citizens, who was famed 
for Iiis hospitality, good company, &c. 
The salary of the overseer was enougli to 
enable him to purchase a slave of his own 
.annually, which he worked with tliose of 
his employer. 1 heard the way Christians 
by jirofession speak of this man. 1 saw 
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the way they received him. The lan- 
guage and the meaning of it are both fami- 
liar to you. They said, * Mr. is 

a good manager. He gives his servants 
plenty to eat, and good warm clothing ; but 
he makes them know their places. He does 
not starve them, but he will have them to 
obey.' I will remind you of the way ho 
secured this commendation. The tu/iip he 
carried had a short handle, but a lash several 
yards long. It was said that he could use 
this with so much skill, as to stand at a 
distance and lay open the skin as though it 
had been done with a knife. Tliose he 
walked after in the field knew not to even 
seemingly loiter, from the rising of the suii 
until it set. 

They then knew not to leave their quarters 
for tlie night. If the servants of others in 
the neighbourhood, after working hard all 
day, felt a wish to visit and enjoy the so- 
ciety of some to whom tliey were attached, 
this being the only earthly pleasure whicli 
they could ever reach, the overseer at dusk 
mounted his horse, and with gilt spurs and 
polished gloves rode the land, and when he 
met a man with skin not colored like his 
own, he stopped and demanded his pass. 
If this was not produced, whatever pleas 
of excuse were urged, mingled with en- 
treaties for pardon and permission to go 
unpunished, this ' good manager,' for his 
amusement and for the diversion of liis 
companions, during these entreaties woitld 
pretend extreme deafness, and make the 
suppliant speak at the top of his voice, 
asking a long list of questions, and holding 
his ear close to the mocked one, make him 
scream his answers. Then taking his posi- 
tion at the proper distance for the fair siceep 
of hi', whip, he would command the sad 
hearted one to dance. He would make him 
do it, and whilst lie was dancing, would inflict 
his skilfd blows. Then he would approaclj, 
act the deaf man, and renew tlie conversa- 
tion ; alternating this amusement until sa- 
tisfied, and tlien go to seok -.'.nother foast." 



LIBERTY OF SPEECH. 

Soon aFtci- the suppression of Llic Anti-Slavery Society, in one of tlic New 
England College,?, the students were forbidden to read essay's on the subject, as 
a College exercise. The following was read tlie next week before the senior 
class. The prcsid(;nt of the college, who was in the cliair, was unable to object 
to it, as a violation of his decree, inasmuch, as not a word on the subject of sla- 
very could be found in the piece. 

ENERGY OF CHARACTER. 

Some men have a spirit of decision v;hich will not suffer them to remain neu- 
tral on any question of importance. No sooner is such a case presented to a 
man of this character, than a hasty decision is followed by immediate energetic 
action. Tliis haste may sometimes throw him on the wrong side, and he may 
be the means of much harm ; still, sucli an one, however blundering, cannot 
fiul, if his motives be right, of accomplishing far more good in the course of his 
life, than one of those who will do nothing for fear of doing wrong. And when 
they are right in tlieir plans and methods, this promptness and energy of cha- 
racter arc tnxly invaluable. 

The apostle Paul was a man of this stamp. No sooner has he completed his 
education, than, being " exceedingly zealous" of the law, he enters upon a 
scheme for exterminating Christianity'. It is not probable tliafc he engaged in 
this enterprise without some consideration. We may ; imagine him con- 
sulting with some of the chief pri(.'sts, better acquainted than himself with, the 
sect to be suppressed,— " What are they?" inquires the j'oung Pliarisee. — 
" They ai'C fanatics and enthusiasts," answers an old priest, "who maintain 
opinions too absurd to be refuted." " They are 'rfwor^antecAS," says another, 

for wherever their doctrines prevail, the son dishonoureth his father, the 
daughter riseth up against her mother, the daughter-in-law against her mother- 
in-law, and a man's foes are they of his own household." " Their doctrines are 
incendinrj/, and make a tumult among the peox)le," adds a third, who had lent 
his own influence to these mobs to suppress arguments he could not answer, and 
who did not seem to see the monstrous injustice of charging the guilt of a mob 
to its victims. " They are traitors, and will cause the Romans to come and 
take away both our place and our nation," rejoined the fourth, who enjoyed a 
fat office by the favor of the oppressors of his nation. " Nor is the character of 
their leaders," adds another, "better than their principles. Matthew the publi- 
can, was one of the most notorious speculators in nil Galileo. Can such a man 
advocate the truth?" " Another acknowledged leader," continues a fifth, "is 
a perjurer, who once disavowed the sect under oath." "This same Peter," 
adds the sixth, " uses the most opprobrious epithets the Hebrew language can 
furnish. He calls our whole nation murderers." " Their professed Head and 
Founder was always offensive to the people," says the seventh. " It is in evi- 
dence," says the eight, " that he threatened to destrov' the temple of our lioly 
religion." " And worse than that, he called our most venerable men and purest 
Pharisees hypocrites," says the ninth. " Nay," says the tenth, "his projects of 
destruction were boundless. It is in evidence that he threatens to kindle a lire 
upon the earth. His very words were taken down. ' What will I if it be 
already kindled?' " Then follow in q'.iick succession otlicr charges, sucli as 
maliite can at any time pick up, blacker if possible, though less authentic. 
The well known history of .Fnda^ serves for the conclusion. 

U IJ 
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Such probably was tlie information on wliicli Paul founded his opinion of the 
Christian system. As he considers the standing of his informers, men venerable 
for their age— men of tried character and high ecclesiaslical standing, (the D.D's 
of their day,) can he doubt the justice of their allegations ? 

[pere the reader wis interrupted by the Rev. Dr., and the following dia- 
logue ensued. 

President— I Avant to inquire how you found out all this— how do you know 
Paul went to the cluef priests ? 

Student— The Bible informs us that he received his authority of them. 

President— Well, how do you know they were men venerable for their age 
and standinff? 

Student— The term chief priest implies they were venerable for their standing; 
and it was a post which could not easily be attained without a considerable ad- 
vance in age. 

President — Go on, sir !] 

He receives his commission and withdraws. So for his guilt appears compa- 
ratively small. He has acted « ignorantly and in unbelief." True, a hasty de- 
cision is wrong. But in another aspect he appears more deeply guilty. Suppose 
Christianity false, in this respect he was not the less guilty because it , was 
false. Paul knew that the Christians were MEN— that they had the rights of 
men. He would have shrunk with horror from the idea of robbing them of 
their money by false imprisonment and beating.— But he was wilHng to take 
from them by violence a right far dearer than money, the right of expressing and 
defending their opinions, and of complying with the duties of their consciences 
towards God. He sought by this means to avoid a gulf of anarchy into which 
he supposed the nation about to plunge, believing, probabl.y, the end would 
justify the means. But " they that take the sword shall perish by the sword." 
Little did the Sanhedrim think that their children must drain to the dregs that 
bitter cup their ifithers had mingled for the Christians. But Romish poiver is 
never slow to plead a precedent for the suppression of offensive opinions, and in 
vain do persecutors pray for deliverance when persecuted in their turn. The spi- 
rit of persecution is always the same.' It is the atmosphere in which tyrants draw 
their breath. It renders hatred desperate.— Paul was so fall of it that he 
breathed out threatenings and slaughter ; so exceeding mad M'as he against the 
Christians, that not even \women could escape his fury. His whole character 
can be summed up in two words of his own — he was " a persecutor and injuri- 
ous." 

But of whatever injury his natural impetu osity made him the cause, this same 
trait afterwards made ample amends for it. After his conversion, his decision of 
character was as conspicuous as before. — He declared the truth with such 
energy and success, that he was charged with having " turned the world upside 
down." He could address an infuriated multitude till they " cried out and 
threw off their clothes and cast dust into the air." Four times he suffered the 
penalty, of the Lynch-law of that day. Thrice whipped, once stoned, but still 
he persevered in preaching the truth, however unwelcome, in every city and 
village, till the mobocracy, since misnamed the majesty of the people, compelled 
him to fly for his Hfe. 

Paul was no fence man. He wos ready to commit himself ;it once to what he 
believed to be the truth. He was a. true radical — urcsentin"- a noble contrast to 

J. o 

the calculating, temporizing spirit of expediency. 
The week after the suppression of ihe society, mentioned :iuovo, the sar.ic 
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class luicl a debate. The question selected by the disputants was, " Ought a 
l*cace Society to be formed in College ?" During the debate, the forbidden 
subject was adroitly kept out of sight, while the arguments of the President, 
for suppressing the Society, were deliberately advanced by one side, word for 
tvord, and faithfully examined by the other. 



A SCKiNE ON THE OHIO. 
To the Editor of the EinaHcipalnr. 

Steamboat Niagara, Dec. 1st, 1836. 

1 have just been witnessing a scene which is enough to make humanity weep. 
1 have often heard of chains, of tears, and blood. I have heard your paper speak 
of husbands being torn from their wives, and parents from their children, to be 
sold into southern servitude ; but, just at this moment, I have been an eye- 
witness of all this ; and, as I grasp my pen to drop you a line, my heart beats 
high with holy indignation : and who, that has a spark of manly feeling, or a 
drop of human sympathy, would not feel, when he beholds a company of men 
and women, immortal as the God who made them, loaded with chains, and sub- 
ject to all the cruelty which man can inflict, only for the crime of having '^a 
skin not colored like our own?" Learning tlu\t there were twenty or thirty 
slaves on board, bound for the southern market, I was induced to go down and 
see if it were true that they were happier and in a better condition than the poor 
of the free state. As I approached the unhappy captives, one raised his galling 
chains, and a tear glistened in his dark eye, and he seemed to say, " Am I not 
a man, and a brother ?" With him, I had the following conversation verbatim : — 

V/here arc you going ? 

Slave. — To Mississippi, sir. 

Where have you been living ? 

Slave. — In Orange countj', Virginia. 

To whom were you sold ? 

Slave. — To that gentleman yonder, (pointing to his present master.) 

How much did he give for you ? 

Slave. — One thousand dollars. Sir. 

What have you got that chain on yom hands for ? 

Slave.-^My master had it put on to keep me from running away. 

Don't you like to go to Mississippi ? 

Slave. — 0, no ! 1 rather die than go, and leave my wife and children. 
Then you have a family. 

Slave. — 0, yes, sir ; I have a wife and ten children. 
Do you love j'our wife ? 

Slave. — 1 love my wife as well as any man in the world. 
Did your wife feel very bad when you left her ? 

Slave. — Indeed, master, she must feel very bad. — She follow me to the black- 
smith's shop, and see the iron put round my neck, and this chain on my hands, 
and she cry like she would break her heart. ('), I was sorry .she come to sec 
mc start. 
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Do you ever expect to see your wife and children ? 

Slave, — 0, no, never in this world. 

And are you prepared to meet them in another ? 

Slave. — I 'fraid not, master ; thoughi^I don't want' to live. 

Well, you must repent of yonr sins, and believe in Christ, and then yon will 
go to heaven, where there will be no chains, nor slaves. 

Slave. — I will try, master ; but T have so much trouble, and think so much 
about my wife and children, I 'fraid I can't. 

To him and the other slaves, I tried to preach Christ. 0, let it never again be 
told in Gath, that the slave is not possessed of all the finer feelings of the soul. 
We sometimes hear it said that the slave would not take his liberty, if he could 
get it : and yet here is a man who prefers death to southern bondage ; for he 
told me himself, he hoped he should die as soon as he got there. 

After witnessing this scene, I called some of my friends from the cabin down, 
to let the galling chains and the eloquent tears of the slave, speak to them of the 
sinfulness of that system which reduces man to a thing, and obliterates the image 
of the blessed God. 

Yours, in gospel bonds, 

T. D. B. 



AIM ERIC AN KIDNAPPERS. 

The whole North seems to be infested with these demons. It really 
is safer and easier to kidnap men in America than in Africa. That it 
should be so in the slave states is not surprising ; but that such outrages 
should be perpetrated in the free states is horrible. Such monsters 
ought to be hung ; but what shall we say of the state of public feeling 
which sanctions them ? 

SLAVE CASE IN CINCINNATI. 
{From the Cincinnati Daily Gazette.) 

The following details of a case recently tried before a justice of the peace, are 
laid befpre the public to apprize them, in what manner our laws are sometimes 
administered by those into whose hands they are committed ; and that a just 
estimate may be put upon the conduct of those concerned in the case 
referred to. 

On Tuesday morning last, the 2.5th instant, between eleven and twelve 
o'clock, I was called upon to appear before William Doty, Esq., a magistrate in 
Cincinnati, on behalf of a coloured boy, known to many of our citizens by the 
name of Frank, who had been apprehended under a warrant from said magis- 
trate, charged with being the slave of a person living in Newport, Kentucky. 
When I arrived at the office, having inquired into the nature of the case, and 
being impressed with a deep sense of its importance, I asked, as a matter of 
course, that the case should be laid over until the afternoon of the next day ; 
which was objected to by the claimant of the boy in the most positive terms ; 
and I was told by the magistrate,, at first, that the boy had sufficient time tc 
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prepare for liis trial. Belie viiii^' it impossible, under the circumstances of tlie 
case, that an indulgence so reasonable;, and in strict accordance with the spirit 
of our constitution and laws, should for a moment be denied — it being- the first 
time that his counsel had come to a knowledge of the case — I did not suppose 
an effort necessary to obtain it. But, perceiving from the aspect of the case, 
that I might be disappointed in this reasonable expectation, some exertion 
appeared to me necessary to obtain it ; and a respite was granted until the 
early hour of eight, next morning ; the boy being in the meantime confined 
in jail. 

This short interval I employed in drafting a bill in chancery against the 
claimant, on behalf of the bo}^ for the purpose of obtaining an injunction to 
arrest the proceedings under the warrant, having become satisfied from' previous 
indications, that such a step was necessary to a fair and impartial trial of the 
case. During the afternoon of the same day, I presented the bill in chancery to 
his Honor, Judge Este, who, after due consideration, promptly allowed an 
injunction staying all proceedings upon giving bond in 500 dollars. 

It being nearly night before this arrangement was effected, I met John E. 
Williams^ who proffered his services on this injunction bond, provided Wm 
O'llara, a respectable coloured man, would join him. I saw 0' Kara the same 
evening, obtained his assent to the proposition, and told Iiim that Williams 
would call on him to effect that object. O'Hara informs me that he was placed 
under a misapprehension in relation to what was required of him. Relying upon 
the faith of Williams to comply with his promise, it being his own voluntary 
offer, I rested quite satisfied until the next morning ; when, to my surprise, no- 
thing had been done to perfect the bond. 

Hud I not been thrown off my guard in the above maimer, sufficient bail 
could have been procured in time. The appointed hour had now arrived ; the 
public offices being scarcely open, and finding the situation in which I was 
placed, I addressed myself to the indulgence and sound discretion of the magis- 
trate, representing that an injunction had been allowed, and only awaited the 
signing of the bond to perfect the process ; and endeavoured to impress upon 
his mind the importance of the case, suggesting also, ihat it was but an act of 
courtesy due to a superior tribunal, that he should, at least, suspend his action 
on the case for a short time, until an opportunity was afforded to the unfortu- 
nate subject of the suit, to obtain bail. As no injury could arise to the claim- 
ants, the boy being in the custody of an officer, — for I knew diat several of our 
most worthy and wealthy citizens would have stepped forward to reUeve the 
oppressed. But in this attempt I was again foiled, by the unrelenting vocifera- 
tions of the claimant that the time had arrived, and demanded that the trial 
should proceed. 

The boy having been confined in jail until the hour appointed for trial, and 
having no opportunity to exert myself to procure bail, it appeared to me, that 
the space of an hour was not too long to ask for that purpose. I should, had it 
been allowed me, hastened to the clerk's office, and signed the bond myself. 
A respite until noon was asked. No ! An hour or two was requested. No ! 
A half an hour. " You cannot have it ; the trial must proceed" — was the fiat 
of him into whose hands were c^ast the destinies of the boy. Being altogether 
unprepared for trial, on account of the absence of material testimony, and it 
appearing that the witness upon whom the boy chiefly relied was dead, with 
which fact 1 was not made acquainted until the moment of trial, the necessity 
of the case seemed to me imperiously to demand a continuance, and 1 took the 
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usual steps to obtain one, but without effect; knowing, that if time were «'iven, 
other witnesses could be obtained who were acquainted with the same facts. 
The trial, however, proceeded, if it can bear so decent an appellation : the 
claimant introducing proof of pedigree, &c.. and — mark it ! — proved positively 
the fact, that tlie boy was born in the city of Pittsburgh, and state of Pennsyl- 
vania, in the year 1808— twenty-eight years after the passage of the act of that 
state for the abolition of slavery; the master of Frank's mother having taken her 
into that state on his way to Kentucky : which act I produced in evidence, 
together with the decision of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania on that statute, 
which may be found in the second volume of Sergeant and Rawle's Reports 
page 305. ' 

In the absence of any testimony in behalf of the boy, which the shortness of 
the time did not permit me to obtain, except such as could be picked up during 
the progress of the case, I was compelled to rely upon the evidence of the 
claimant's own witnesses ; which, with the law and decision above quoted, 
made, in my humble opinion, a perfectly clear case in favour of the boy. 

The arguments having closed, an attorney from the opposite side of the river 
appearing on behalf of the claimant, the judgment of the magistrate was imme- 
diaiely pronounced, without a moment's deliberation, in favour of the claimant. 
And beyond five minutes from that time, the unfortunate boy was beyond the 
jurisdiction of any court in this state. 

Such are substantially the facts as they exist, and can be established by the 
testimony of several worthy and intelligent citizens, wlio have since expressed 
to me their disgust at the proceedings referred to. 

A case, upon which the Supreme Court of this or any other state, would not 
have undertaken, I am sure, to decide without the most deliberate reflection ; 
and one upon which there would have been at least a doubt in the mind of any 
jurist, who decided upon the spur of the moment, without any deliberation. 
Such assurance, such confidence in a man's own infallibility, upon a question 
which was to decide whether the individual was a slave or a free man, is 
enough to startle every one who gives the subject a moment's attention. The 
boy had lived in Cincinnati, and so it was proven, for the last seven or eight 
years, had crossed frequently into Kentucky, almost under the immediate eye 
of the claimant, yet no claim was set up until the present time, when the above 
proceedings occurred. 

I have known him for the last seven years ; and I presume it was this fact 
that induced him to send for me. He was married about three years ago in 
this city. 

Let it be understood, that I complain of no man for entertaining an honest 
difference of opinion contrary to my own. But it is to the manner in which a 
ease of such importance, and under circumstances such as were connected with 
it, was pressed to trial, without, as I do solemnly asseverate, a fair opportunitj' 
to prepare for it. In matters involving no more than the amount of five dollars, 
it is usual for time to be given to prepare for a defence; but, in a case involving 
the liberty of a human being, it seems that a few days, nay, even a few hours, 
is too long. 

I forbear further comment. Let those who were concerned in the transaction 
acquit themselves to God, and their own consciences, if they can. 

E. WoODKUFF. 
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THE NEW GOVERNOR'S SPEECH TO THE LEGISLATIVE 

HOUSES IN JAMAICA. 

Those of our readers who have the opportunity of seeing the daily or 
weekly papers, may perhaps have already read the Address of Sir Lionel 
Smith to the Jamaica House of Assembly; and it is of so important a 
character as to deserve the trifling additional publicity which its insertion 
in our pages will secure : at least, that part of it which relates immedi- 
ately to the character and treatment of the apprenticed part of the 
population. 

The following extract is from the speech of the Governor : 

" There is, indeed, one most important subject which I cannot resist submit- 
ting to your grave consideration. It is die religious and moral condition of tlic 
negroes. No man has had such opportunity of enlarged observation amongst 
this class as I have had, either in the immediate government of, or eventual con- 
trol over, seven colonics, and I am sorry to proclaim that they are in this island 
in a more deplorably backward state than in any other. Yet, Gentlemen, they 
must be taught to fear God before they can be made to respect the laws. It is 
physically impossible for the ministers of the Estabhshed Church, few in number, 
with an extended surface of population, to do more than they have done. The first 
object is to instil the doctrines of Christianity, and not to insist on any particular 
church discipline. I firmly believe the assistance of the missionaries is most 
necessary to this end. Gentlemen, we have hardly four years more to watch 
over the experiment of apprenticeship. Give every facility you can to the mis- 
sionaries^ labours. Banish from your minds the idea that they are your enemies. 
/ will answer with my head for their loyalty and fidelity. Encourage their 
peaceable settlement amongst your people ; let ever}'' four or five contiguous 
estates combine for the erection of chapel schools ; and knowing, as you well do, 
the attachment of the negro to the place of his birth, and the burial-place of lils 
parents, you may, I sincerely believe, by these means finally locate on j'our 
estates a contented peasantry'." 

Such is the new Governor's language before a Jamaica House of 
Assembly. What changing times we live in ! A Governor pledging his 
head for the loyalty of missionaries ; and that before a company who had 
long thirsted for their blood, and were deterred only by fear from taking 
it ! This must have sounded rather grating in their ears. But there 
might be an understanding that tliis was to be passed over in silence, as 
intended for effect, not in the land where it was spoken, but at a distance, 
where the missionaries were held in somewliat higher repute than they 
are by Jamaica legislators. And, however gratifying the language of 
His Excellency may be, we should be doing the poor Negro labourers 
injustice were we to take it as a proof that in the whole of his adminis- 
tion, the Governor would adhere to the side of the oppressed, or to those 
who befriended the cause of the oppressed : on this we dare not place 
much dependence. It appears to be the one object of Sir Lionel Smitii 
to render his administration poj)ular amongst the planters; to sliow totlie 
government at Iiome that there is one inuii, at least, that can navigate 
this boisterous element of passion : and we therefore foar that we shall 
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see, not the principle of even-lmudeil justice, but of expediency ; yielding- 
to clamour, what he would deny to riglit, and putting off the evil day by 
a time-serving and vacillating policy. 

The Reply to this Speech by the House is not less novel ; and, could 
we bring ourselves to give them any credit for sincerity, would be as 
gratifying as it is novel. They say — 

" We sensibly feel the absolute necessity of giving- the negro population tlic 
advantages of moral and religious instruction, and fully concur in the sentiment 
expressed b}' your Excellcncj', that man must be taught to fear God before lie 
can be made to respect the laws. Whilst we agree with your Excellency that 
tbe first object is to instil the docticines of Cliristianity, wo cannot forbear de- 
claring oiu' devoted attachment to that form of sound words in wliicli wc have 
been brought up, and expressing our regret that the number of the clergy of the 
Church is not equal to the spiritual wants of this large colony i still we hope 
that all dcnominutlons of Christian teachers imll be supported, whilst they con- 
fine themselves to the tme and legitimate object of tlieir calling ; and we trust 
that the beneficent results anticipated by your Excellency, ns likely to flow from 
the labours of the missionaries, may be accomplished." 

And, in a subsequent Address to the Governor, the same assembly take 
credit to themselves that — 

^' Places of worship are at the present moment being erected at a very heavy 
expense in almost every parish in the island ; a similar extension of missionary 
chapels is in a like manner in progress. To the labours of the Missionaries no 
opposition has ever been offered here, while they confined themselves to their 
own proper and legitimate duties. Your Excellency will find, not only a general 
desire, but an extreme anxiety pervading the landed proprietors of the colony, 
to establish schools for the moral and religious instruction of the young people 
on their properties, without regard to any particular church discipline." 

What extraordinary conversions these ! Would that they were con- 
sistent and sincere : but, to engage our confidence, surely they might 
have expressed some slight measure of penitence at their past misdeeds. 
It is not our object to taunt thgm, but to remind them that reformalion 
without repentance is always suspicious ; and, therefore, that some slight 
indications of sorrow would not have been out of place, when recollecting 
that many of those who framed this Address were concerned, in 1832, in 
framing resolutions such as tliese, that — . 

" As sectarianism leads to revolution both in church and state, it behoves ns 
to adopt means to prevent any other than duly authorized ministers of the estab- 
lished Churches of England and Scotland from imparting religious instruction to 
the slaves; and, in furtherance of this measure, wc call upon all proprietors of 
cstates,_or their attorneys, to put down all sectarian meetings on our respective 
properties : that our magistracy should bo most strongly urged to withhold, for 
the future, their license to sectarian ministers and their places of worship." 

As, however, no such indications of sorrow are discernible, we \\'\\\ 
wait until these contradictions in language are either reconciled or re- 
tracted ; and our evidence of the sincerity of their conversion must be 
regulated, not by the language of their dispatches, but by the course of 
their conduct. 
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AN ADDRESS, FROM FARMINGTON, NEW YORK, QUAR- 
TERLY MEETING OF ORTHODOX FRIENDS, TO 
ITS MEMBERS, ON SLAVERY. 

There are several important testimonies, to which the attention of our 
society has long been directed ; and which it has pressed upon the consi- 
deration of the community with an earnestness in some degree worthy of 
their importance. Among these testimonies, that against slavery holds a 
high rank. More than seventy years have elapsed since several Friends, 
who were ornaments to the Christian church, laboured, with great 
zeal and perseverance, to convince their fellow-members of the sin of 
slavery. Their labours Avere, in a peculiar manner, blessed, by bringing 
the society to the conviction, that for man to institute a claim to* property 
in his fellow-man, was an offence in the Divine sight, an invasion of the 
prerogative of Jehovah ; and, consequently, disqualified him for member- 
ship in a Christian church. Thus, in a short time, the whole society was 
found on the side of justice and mercy. They made the morality of the 
gospel, which enjoins that, " All things whatsoever ye would that men 
do to you, do ye even so to them," their rule of action. They suffered 
no temporal considerations, no motives of expediency, to divert them 
from the path of duty. 

It was very honorable to the character of our forefathers, that, in the 
conclusion of the society to rid itself of the abomination of slavery, few 
were the instances of those who preferred the gain of oppression to the 
calls of humanity ; few were the instances of those who suffered them- 
selves to be separated from society, rather than relinquish their unrigh- 
teous claim on their fellow-man. Nor did the labours of our predecessors 
stop here. Both in. this country and Great Britain, tlioy were untiring 
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in their exertions on this important subject. They did not remit their 
efforts till the foreign slave-trade was abolished ; and our brethren in 
Great Britain ceased not to make reiterated appeals to the public, and to 
the constituted authorities of their country, till slavery itself was abolished 
throughout the British empire. It was an event worthy of all their 
exertions, together with those of other Christian denominations, who were 
enlisted with them in the cause, when on the 1st of the 8th month, 1834, 
the shackles of slavery fell from nearly one million of human beings. 

When we take into view the long continuance of slavery in the 
British dominions, and that their supposed interest was closely connected 
with it, and that at last it was abolished at an immense expense, it leads 
us to set a high estimate on those Christian efforts, that could, under so 
many disadvantageous circumstances, effect so great a change. 

Christian efforts have also been highly blessed on this side of the 
Atlantic. Twelve states in this confederacy are now free ,* and the con- 
sequence of this freedom has been unparalleled prosperity. While several 
of the slave states are retrogading in their march, the free states are 
rapidly advancing in almost every thing that constitutes a nation's 
wealth. 

But, notwithstanding the foreign slave-trade has been abolished ; not- 
withstanding half the states in this union are free, yet slavery has 
increased, and is increasing to an alarming degree in our country. The 
number of slaves has increased, within the last fifty years, from 600,000 
to 2,500,000. Thus one sixth of our population are held as mere goods 
and chattels. They are denied the rights and privileges of men. In 
almost all the slave-states, they are forbidden, under the most severe 
penalties, to read even the inspired volume. The marriage contract is 
not recognized. At any and every moment, the husband is liable to be 
torn from the wife, or the wife from the husband, or the children from 
their parents. All the tenderest ties of nature and of kindred are daily 
sundered by the ruthless hand of slavery. Several of the Northern 
slave-states derive a principal part of their profit from the sale and trans- 
portation of slaves to more Southern regions. More than 100,000 are 
annually transported from Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina, to 
the cotton, sugar, and rice plantations, of Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana, where the rigors of slavery are so cruel as greatly to 
abridge the period of human life. 

Slavery is not only increasing in our country, but it is extending its 
baneful influence to every class in society. In years past, we were 
induced to hope that slaveholders wore desirous to embrace a suitable 
juncture to abolish it ; but we are brought to the conclusion, from the 
■nositive declarations of the leadinir slaveholders at the South, that thn 
determination of many of them now is, to perpetuate the system. And 
lids is it defended ? On tlie grounds of policy, necessity. 
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expediency, and Christianity ! yes, even the sacred sanctions of our holy 
religion are summoned to the defence of a traffic in human flesh ! We 
have, in this Christian land, the shocking spectacle exhibited to us, of 
professed ministers of the Gospel selling the members of their own reli- 
gious 'denomination into interminable bondage. And, notwithstanding 
these Northern states have declared their abhorrence of slavery, by abol- 
ishing it years since, yet its paralyzing influence has so insinuated itself 
among us, that many who assume a respectable stand in the community, 
come out openly in its defence. 

In view of this alarming increase of slavery in our beloved country, 
have the exertions of our society for its abolition been as great and unre- 
mitted as the nature of the case demands ? Are we exerting that moral 
influence in the righteous cause of emancipation which was required by 
the faithfulness of our worthy predecessors ? Are we talcing that high 
and decided stand on the uncompromising righteousness of the law of 
Christ " which should characterize his followers ? Are we making those 
urgent and frequent appeals to the rulers of our country in the cause of 
suffering humanity which the exigency of the case requires? Or, are we 
not rather manifesting a degree of apathy that could not be looked for 
from the successors of such men as John Woolman, and Anthony Benezet, 
and those worthy coadjutors of Thomas Clarkson and Wm. Wilberforce ? 
For twenty years did that eminent philanthropist, Thomas Clarkson, 
labor for the abolition of the slave-trade ; and the exertions of Friends in 
Great Britain at that period were such as to lead him to say, " that the 
whole society were with him in this great work.'* Are we bearing that 
faithful testimony against slavery which the discipline requires. If we 
are silent on this subject, while many pious people of other religious de- 
nominations are using indefatigable exertions to enlighten public opinion, 
and to terminate this great national evil ? And if by our indifi^erence, 
we discourage those who are thus engaged, or decline to lend them a 
helping hand, shall we not put stumbling-blocks in thoir way ? 

If we are freely partaking of the unrequited labor of slaves, are we 
actively complying with the following advice of our late yearly meeting ? 
" This meeting, while taking an enlarged view of this interesting subject, 
is sensible that many of its members feel religious scruples in relation to 
partaking of the produce of the unrequited labour of slaves, and desires 
that all may be faithful to the requirements of duty, in their varied allot- 
ments and means of usefulness." ^ 

Is it not to be apprehended, that many in our society at the present day 
are too much tinctured with the doctrine of expediency ? What is 
abstractedly wrong can never be made practically right. There are cer- 
tain great fundamental principles which cannot, by any abstract reason- 
ing, be violated with impunity. To plead the cause of the poor and 
needy, to deal our bread to the hungry, to visit the fatherless and widows 
in their afiiictions, to undo the heavy burdens and let the oppressed go 
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free — are standing and imperative duties, which require no special reve- 
lation to render obligatory, and which no sophistry or supposed expedi- 
ency can disannul. 

It is not sufficient that the society of which we are members is clear 
of the sin of actual^j slave-holding. If there were moral worth, and 
Christian decision enough among our predecessors to bring about so great 
a reform as totally to expel the abomination from among us, that influence 
ought to be concentrated, and brought to bear upon this great and crying 
sin of our land. Our Saviour characterized his followers as the " salt of 
the earth, the light of the world, a city set on a hill." If we neglect to 
plead for those who cannot plead for themselves ; if we close our eyes to 
the miseries, and our ears to the lamentations, and wailings, and woes 
of millions of our fellow-men^ shall we have a claim to this exalted cha- 
racter ? If our candle be lit by the light of Christ, we are solemnly 
warned not to " put it under a bushel." 

The profession of Christianity lays us under many and important 
obligations. A mere theoretical belief in Christ is of no avail. Living 
faith calls for the exercise of active virtues. The practical Christian does 
not merely ** look on his own things, but on the things of others and 
considers all mankind, in one sense, as his brethren, and himself under 
solemn obligations to use all the means in his power to ameliorate the 
condition of his fellow-men, of every color, and of every condition in life. 
It was not the high profession of the priest and the Levite, who could 
view suffering without compassion and without relief ; but the kind and 
active offices of the good Samaritan, that gained the approbation of him 
to whom all the actions and all the motives of men are known. 

We have the most solemn warnings laid down in Scripture to guard us 
against the sin of omission. When a plain and positive duty is enjoined, 
no excuses that we can frame can shield us from responsibility. 

Although we are certain that good works of themselves will not copi- 
mend us to God ; yet it is assuredly a Scripture doctrine, that works of 
mercy flow from a living faith in Christ. To those who feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, visit the sick, and show acts of hospitality to the 
stranger, the gracious invitation is given, "Come, ye blessed of my 
Father." But to those who withhold these tokens of love to God, by a 
want of love to their fellow-men, the solemn warning is given, " Depart 
from me ; for I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat ; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me po drink ; I was a stranger, and ye took me not 
in ; naked, and ye clothed me not ; sick, and in prison, and ye visited 
me not. Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, my 
brethren, ye did it not to me." 

' Signed on behalf of Farmington Quarterly Meeting of Friends^ held 
11 mo. 9, 1836, by 

LiNDLEY MOORK, \ f,, i 

A»rGAn. L. HIooRE, f 
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FOREIGN SLAVE TRADE. 
No. 11. 

PORTUGAL. 

" In no one instance recorded in the page of history has England so tamely 
submitted to such repeated and infamous breaches of solemn treaties as those 
she has permitted Portugal to indulge in, in regard to the slave-trade. Inde.ed 
they have been so often repeated, so openly, so wholly without excuse or pre- 
cedent, that posterity will almost be led to doubt, whether England herself was 
in earnest in her endeavours to obtain its total abolition. Had the position of 
the two countries been reversed — ^had Portugal been the most powerful nation 
in Europe — and had England been the weakest, the most distracted, and wholly 
dependent on Portugal for its very existence as a nation, the statement we have 
to make relative to our negociations with her government for the abolition of 
the slave trade, might have been natural, and such as might have been expected. 
It has signified not, by whom the sceptre of that degraded and unhappy coun- 
try has been wielded, whether by King, Regent, Council, or Queen ; the result 
has ever been the same ; of promises we have had abundance, of performance, 
none. 

After much anxious negociation, the first stipulations entered into with Portu- 
gal on this subject, are to be found in the treaty of alliance, concluded and 
ratified on the 19th February, 1810. In the 10th article of that treaty, the 
Prince Regent of Portugal solemnly promised to co-operate with the King of 
England, " by adopting the most efficacious means for bringing about a gradual 
abolition of the slave-trade, throughout the whole of his dominions," and engaged, 
that his subjects should not be permitted to carry it on, on any part of the coast 
of Africa, not actually belonsfing to Portugal, 

At the Congress of Vienna, the Portuguese government on the strong repre- 
sentations of the British, Austrian, Russian, and Prussian ambassadors, became 
a party to the denunciation of the slave-trade, contained in the Vienna declara- 
tion ; and on the 21st of June, 1815, signed a Convention with this country, by 
which it was stipulated, that in consideration of regulations to be made by 
Portugal for avoiding certain doubts arising out of the treaty of 1810, England 
should pay the sum of £800,000 sterling ; and subsequently a convention was 
agreed to that it should no longer be lawful for the subjects of the crown of 
Portugal to carry on the slave-trade on any part of the coast of Africa, to the 
northward of the equator, on an}' pretext whatsoever. 

"By this treaty the Prince Regent of Portugal bound himself to adopt such 
measures as should best conduce to the efieetual execution of its stipulations, 
reserving the question of the period of time at which the Portuguese slave-trade 
should univci'sally cease, and be prohibited, to be fixed by a separate treat}' ; in 
the mean time, the right of slave-trading to the south of the line, was formally 
claimed and maintained. For these concessions, and for the hope held out, 
that at some future period, Portugal v/ould enter into a treaty to name a 
period at which she would prohibit the trade to her subjects, his Britannic Ma- 
jesty agreed to remit ' such further payments as might be due upon the loan of 
£000,000, made in London, for the service of Portugal, in the j'car 1800.' And 
as the whole of the payments were duo and unpaid, the whole amount of the 
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debt was converted into a gift, in addition to the sum of £800,000 previously 
stipulated to be paid to Portugal on account of the slave-trade. 

" Our treaties with Portugal remained in the same state till the 28th July, 1817, 
when an additional convention to the treaty of the 22nd January, 1805, was 
signed in London. This convention contained an agreement for the allowance 
of the mutual right of search, under certain limitations, for the establishment of 
Mixed Commission Courts, and also marked out the limits within which Portu- 
gal still claimed a legal right to carry on the slave-trade, and by a separate act 
dated the 11th September following, it was agreed, that, as soon as Portugal 
should totally have abolished the slave-trade, the existing conventions should be 
adapted to such new state of things, or in default thereof, the Convention of 
July, 1817, should remain in force until the expiration of fifteen years from the 
day on which the general abolition of the slave-trade should take place on the 
part of Portugal. 

" At the Congress held at Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1818, Portugal firmly withstood 
all the representations, remonstrances, and solicitations of the British ambassa- 
dor,, notwithstanding they were powerfully supported by all the monarchs there 
assembled, and refused either to adopt any further measure for the suppression 
of her enormous illicit slave-trade, or to name a period when she would finally 
abolish it. 

" On the 15th March, 1828, after much tedious negociation, an additional article 
to the convention of 1817 was signed at Lisbon, by which it was agreed, that a 
slave-vessel might be condemned on account of her having had slaves on board 
during the voyage in the course of which she was captured. 

" The only pretence advanced by Portugal for refusing totally to abolish her 
slave-trade was, the necessities of her transatlantic possessions. After tlie de- 
claration of the independence of Brazil, this pretence no longer existed. Portu- 
gal, nevertheless, clung to the trade, and even advanced a claim to carry it on 
without molestation, from the coast of Africa, for the supply of her African 
islands — the Cape de Verds, St. Thomas, and Princes — whence it would obviously 
be an easy matter afterwards to transport them to the Brazils or Cuba. A traffic 
of that description actually took place, of the occasional interruption of which, 
by British cruisers, the Portuguese ambassador ventured rather loudly to com- 
plain as a breach of treaty. These complaints, and the intention apparent on 
the part of Portugal, to cling to the slave-trade by means of her African islands, 
even after the separation of Brazil, led Mr. Canning, in 1826, to search more 
particularly into the existing compacts with this country. An able and luminous 
note was the consequence of this inquiry, in which, after specifying the various 
compacts and negociations between the two States, from 1810, he showed it to 
be 'a distinct engagement,' entered into by 'the contracting parties,' that they 
' shall not permit their flag to be used for the slave-trade, except for supplying 
the transatlantic possessions of Portugal.'* 

This remonstrance was answered by an acknowledgment, that ' the moment 
is come to put an end to the inhuman trade in slaves ; and that consequently, 
the Portuguese government will have no hesitation to insert in the Treaty of 
Commerce, which the undersigned hopes Avill be shortly concluded between 
Portugal and Great Britain, an article by which his most faithful majesty binds 
himself, not only to the total abolition of the slave-trade in the dominions of 

* See Purliumentary Papers, 1827, Ciuss B. p. 21. 
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Portugal, but also to co-operate with his Britannic Majesty for the total extinc- 
tion of so barbarous a traffic in the countries where it unfortunately still exists.'* 
But still the Portuguese slave-trade was continued without interruption. Repre- 
sentations of the fact were consequently made to our government from all quar- 
ters ; the foreign office was again roused, and a new remonstrance was made by 
Lord Palmerston, in a dispatch, addressed to our ambassador at Lisbon, dated 
18th of February, 1832,f by whom it was communicated to the Portuguese minis- 
ter who stated that he would submit it to his colleagues in council. As he still 
continued to evade giving any satisfactory answer, our ambassador again ad- 
dressed him on the subject in a strong note, dated 5th June, 1832,| which had 
no effijct, and during the succeeding years up to 183G, the same kind of nego- 
ciation continued, when, nothing having been done by the Portuguese govern- 
ment to put a stop to the trade, which was still carried on as vigorously as ever. 
Lord Palmerston, in a very able dispatch, || in which he took a review, at great 
length, of the whole question as it regards Portugal, again loudly called upon 
the Portuguese government to perform the engagements it had entered into. 

" The answer returned by the Portuguese minister to this able expos^, is as 
unsatisfactory as any of his preceding notes ; however, on the 2nd of April last. 
Lord Howard de Waldcn, our ambassador, transmitted to the Secretary of State 
for the Foreign Department, the project of a law for the total abolition of the 
slave-trade throughout the Portuguese dominions, which had been presented to 
the Cortes by the minister of marine. This project, should it become the law of 
the land, is highly important, not only as it totally abolishes the slave-trade, but 
as it lays the foundation for the abolition of slavery itself. But we hear no more 
of it, and it is to be feared it will sink into oblivion. 

" It is understood, too, that a new treaty is in progress between this country 
and Portugal for the final abolition of this infamous traffic — with its stipulations 
we are at present unacquainted,* — but, unless Portugal is awakened to some 
sense of honour in regard to the duty of public faith, it is greatly to be feared, 
judging from past experience, that laws and treaties will be of little or no avail. 
This fear is increased by the tenor of most of the dispatches contained in the 
papers communicated to Parliament in the last session, by command of his ma- 
jesty. 

" Lord Howard de Walden, in a letter' addressed to the Duke of Palraella on 
the 12th of September, says : — 

'■^^t is unnecessary for me to expatiate on the disgrace which is thus continually 
brought upon the nation at large, upon the government, and the queen's flag, by 
the conduct of the Portuguese authorities in the distant colonies of Portugal, and 
I have the distressing reflection now brought to mind, that, in no one single 
instance, out of the many representations which I have brought, by the 
King's command, under the notice of the government of Portugal, making 
known specific cases of encouragement of, or connivance at, this infa- 
mous traffic, has any one satisfactory answer been returned by the Portuguese 
government, nor, as far as I have been able to learn, has any one of the guilty, 
or suspected, or accused persons, been either proceeded against judicially, visited 

* Parliamentary Papers, 1827; Class B, page "24. 
t See Ditto, 1832, Class 13, p. 10. 
t See ditto, 1G32, Class B, p. 13. 
II See ditto, 1835, Class B, p. 46. 
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hy any declaration of her Majesty's displeasure, or removed from situations 
where there exists every reason to believe that this system of encouragement to 
the traffic in slaves is still carried on in the fullest activity, in direct infraction 
of treaties, to the disgrace of the national flag, at the expense of the reputation 
and good faith of the government, and the honour of the Queen of Portugal/* 

" Mr. W. H. Read, the British consul at St. Michael's, in a letter to Lord 
Palmerston, dated 7th August^ 1885, speaking of a case of illegal Spanish slave- 
trading, says : — 

"'In the verbal communications of the 6th and 11th inst. alluded to in my 
note, I thought that the Prefect showed a disposition to inquire into the matter ; 
but the three members who arc appointed his official counsellers in all matters 
relative to the Prefect's duty, were evidently averse to any interference with this 
vessel, alleging that they are without any instructions whatever, regarding the 
slave-trade, from the Portuguese government, which defect I however supplied, 
by producing the British acts of Parliament, and copies of the several treaties 
with Portugal, contained in Herslett's collection. 

" ' I can, however, discern a decided apathy and indifference amongst the 
Portuguese in general^ towards any active measures for the suppression of this 
inhuman traffic, which has so long engaged the attention of his Majesty's govern- 
ment ; and nothing short of its being declared piracy by every government, will, 
in ray humble opinion, effect the total abolition.'f 

■ Is England ever to remain passive under the insulting indifference which the 
governments of Spain and Portugal have shown in regard to the performance of 
their engagements? — ^We have bought and paid for treaties by which they 
bound themselves to restrain their subjects from the performance of acts, which 
they acknowledge to be acts of inhumanity and robbery, of cruelty and piracy ; 
but both governments have shamelessly broken every engagement they have en- 
tered into, and after having taken our money, both have turned a deaf ear to 
every remonstrance we have made. Can it then be a question, whether the 
time has not arrived for England to cease her forbearance, and to say to these 
governments, they shall no longer be allowed to protect the slave-trade ? Jus- 
tice, humanity, and power, are alike on our side, and if asserted, must be suc- 
cessful. If we refrain to use the means which Providence has put in our power 
in so holy a cause, does not England participate in their crimes ? bearing this 
additional disgrace, that all she has gained by an expenditure of more than a 
million of money, is an enormous mass of treaties and official correspondence 
stored in the presses of the foreign office, the utmost value of which may be es- 
timated at the price it would fetch if sold as waste paper.'' 

* Parliamentary Papers, 1835, Class B, p. 37, 
t See Jiitto, 1835, Class B, p. 34. 
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SCENES IN THE SOUTH. 

Some years ago, a young man emigrated from New Hanipsliire td the 
state of Louisiana, where, after he became settled, he formed with it 
quarteroon slave of his own, one of those (contubernial) connexions, so 
common in the far South, as to carry with them but little disrepute. 
Tavo daughters were the fruit of their connexion. They were not grown 
up, when the mother died — a slave. The father was careful to bestow on 
them a good, if not an accomplished, education. Through mere neglect, 
as in the case of their mother, he did not emancipate them according to 
the forms required by law. The eldest had arrived at the age of sixteen , 
the other at fourteen. At this time the father died, leaving his two 
handsome, well-educated, and tenderly reared daughters, with a good 
estate, as it was supposed, for their comfortable support. 

A brother residing in New Hampshire, on hearing of his death, went 
on to Louisiana, to attend to tiie adjustment of the estate, and to the 
interest of his nieces. He entered on the administration, and, to his 
great surprise, found, after he had made considerable progress in the pay- 
ment of the claims, that the estate would, in all likelihood, prove insol- 
vent. He continued, however, to discharge them as they were presented 
till all the resources of the estate were exhausted, except his two nieces, 
who, by the laws of Louisiana, were slaves and assets in his hands. So 
monstrous a thing as selling them had never once entered his mind. He 
was, however, reminded of this remaining resource by some of the credi- 
tors whose balances were undischarged. He replied in amazement, 
" They are my brother's children !" *' That is nothing to us," they re- 
joined ; " they are the property of the estate — liable for the payment of 
our claims — are likely — will sell well — and nmst be sold, unless from 
your private means you can advance the sums they would bring." This 
lie was unable to do ; Avarice called for the lav/. The girls v/ere set up 
to the highest bidder ; and, although wholly umised to work, they brought 
extravagant prices — one a thousand, the other fifteen hundred dollars. 
No one acquainted with the state of things at the South, will be at any 
loss to conjecture for what purpose sucli prices Vvcre given for them. 



W Mc resided in Limestone county, Alabama. He was a 

careful, prudent man, and a successful planter, holding about ten or 
twelve slaves. He purchased a negro Avoman, who Was indolent and in- 
disposed to work. He whipped her, as usual in such cases, but without 
producing any material change for the better. He whip}>ed lier again, 
more severely, with no better result. He whipped her again and again, 
in all the most approved modes for subduing obstinacy ; it was all unsuc- 
cessful. He at length resorted to the following expedient ; he tied a cord 

1} 1} 
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round one of her wrists, and by it sus^vended her from a joist of the 
house. He then placed immediately under her a wooden pin, or peg, 
fastened in the floor and somewhat sharpened. She was raised so high 
that she could not touch the floor, but could rest with one of her feet on 
the end of the peg. Thus she had the alternate relaxation of standing, 
with her whole weight, on only one foot on the peg, and of being sus- 
pended, ^vith her whole weight, by the cord tied round her %vrist. 

The foregoing account was given to the narrator by the son of W 

Mc , a steady, sober young man, who mentioned it as commendatory 

of his father's successful ingenuity, never once thinking it derogatory to 
his reputation. He concluded his account by saying, ** This brought her 
to.*' The father lived, and, a few years after, died, a member of the 
church, with a standing that remained, we believe, unquestioned. 

These are fruits of a system pronounced by southern divines to be in 
accordance with the will of God, and by southern politicians, " the great- 
est of all the great blessings which a kind Providence has bestowed on 
their glorious religion." — Philanthropist, 



' ABOLITIONISTS THE CONSERVATORS OF AMERICAN 

LIBERTY. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM DR. C BANNING TO JAMES G. BIRNBY, ESQ. 

In regard to the method adopted by the abolitionists of promoting 
emancipation, I might find much to censure ; but when I regard their 
firm, fearless assertion of the rights of free discussion, of speech, and of 
the press, I look on them with unmixed respect. I see nothing to blame, 
and much to admire. To them has been committed the most important 
bulwark of liberty, and they have acquitted themselves of the trust like 
men and Christians. No violence has driven them from their post. 
Whilst in obedience to conscience, they have refrained from opposing 
force to force, they have still persevered amidst menace and insult, in 
bearing their testimony against wrong, in giving utterance to their deep 
convictions. — Of such men, I do not hesitate to say, that they have 
rendered to freedom a more essential service than any body of men 
among us. The defenders of freedom are not those who claim and exer- 
cise rights which no one assails, or win shouts of applause by well-turned 
compliments to liberty in the days of her triumph. — They are those who 
stand up for rights which mobs, conspiracies, or single tyrants put in 
jeopardy; who contend for liberty in that particular form, which is 
threatened at the moment by the many or the few. To the abolitionists 
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this honor belongs. The first systematic effort to strip the citizens of free- 
dom of speech they have met with invincible resohition. From my heart I 
thank them. I am myself their debtor. I know not that I should this 
moment write in safety, had they shrunk from the conflict, had they shut 
their lips, imposed silence on their presses, and hid themselves before 
their ferocious assailants. I know not where these outrages would have 
stopped, had they not met resistance from their first destined victims. 
The newspaper press, with few exceptions, uttered no genuine indignant 
rebuke of the wrong doers, but rather countenanced by its gentle censures 
the reign of force. The mass of the people looked supinely on this new 
tyranny under which a portion of their fellovz-citizens seemed to be 
sinking. A tone of denunciation was beginning to proscribe all discussion 
of slavery. And had the spirit of violence, which selected associations 
as its first objects, succeeded in this preparatory enterprise, it might have 
been easily turned against any and every individual, who might presume 
to agitate the unwelcome subject. It is hard to say, to what outrage the 
fettered press of the country might have been reconciled. I thank the 
abolitionists, that in this evil day, they were true to the rights which the 
multitude were ready to betray. — Their purpose to suffer, to die, rather 
than surrender their dearest liberties, taught the lawless, that they had a 
foe to contend with, whom it was not safe to press, whilst, like all manly 
appeals, it called forth reflection and sympathy in the better portion of 
the community. In the name of freedom and humanity, I thank them. 
Through their courage, the violence, which might have furnished a 
precedent fatal to freedom, is to become, I trust, a warning to the lawless, 
of the folly as well as crime of attempting to crush opinion by force. 



A SCENE IN VIRGINIA. 

The following letter is from a young Methodist preacher now in the 
state of Virginia, but Avho used to live within the bounds of the Provi- 
dence district, N. E, Conference. He is a young man of great promise ; 
and all he states may be depended on as strictly true. What horrible 
scenes does he decribe ! — scenes which he has witnessed with his own 
eyes; and that, too, during the last year ! And to defend this system, 
doctors of divinity, and presidents of Colleges in America, have written 
laboured Scripture arguments ! 

Innocent human beings — made in the image of God, and bought with 
tlie blood of Christ — separated from their companions and children, 
chained together, and driven as felons through the country, to be sold in 
foreign markets, and find premature graves ! One man buying an old 
grey-headed negro, with the avowed intention of swapping him olf with 
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a trader for a young one, just as men swap horses ! And this system of 
^ovX murdering finds apologists in the north! Christian ministers, and 
Methodist ministers too, apologize for it ! 

To THE Rev. O. Scott. 

Virginia, Dec. 8, 1836. 
Siis'CE I have come into Virginia, I liave encountered four or five droves of 
human beings on their way to a market in IMississippi, comprising about as many 
hundreds. They were bought up by traders in Maryland, and the northern 
part of Virginia, and were driven on foot, and in chains, to linger out a miser- 
able existence, and find a premature grave among strangers. Many of them 
were torn away from their wives and children, and all were separated, no doubt, 
from friends more or less immediately related and endeared. 

While passing through Fauquier county, a drove of about thirty came along, 
every one chained. When they first came in sight, they presented so striking a 
resemblance to a picture I used to see on one of the anti-slavery works among 
you, that I was immediately reminded of it — the tallest going before, and the 
shorter going in regular succession. By the request of a sick gentleman with 
whom I was in compan}-, I went to the place where they stopped for the pur- 
pose of buying one for him for a body servant. You may start at this, but I 
presume you will justify me, when you arc made acquainled with the motive 
from which I acted. I knew tlic man above named would treat a slave well ; 
and as ho was on his way to Tennessee, he would jirovide him a fine horse to 
ride, w^hich would be better than going on foot, and in chains ; and he would 
thus be rescued from tlic miserable fate of going to Mississippi, a fate which all 
slaves revolt at. As I went in among them to inspect them, they all began to 
adjust their tattered clothes and comb their heads, ike, to attract my notice. 
Can 3'ou conceive my feelings, in the comp;my of thirty poor miserable captives, 
all fastening their eyes upon me, with the liope that I was about to release some 
one of them from their miserable condition. I selected one from the rest, who 
was a tall, well formed man, about twentj'-five years old, and possessing a 
remarkably intelligent countenar.ee. — The key was brought, and he was nn- 
/ockcd from the chain, that I might view him. They had travelled all day in a 
hot sun, and .'is the lock was taken from the hand, it Avas swollen as large as two 
common hands, lie was now given into ]ny charge ; and as we walked to the 
hotel together, to see the gentleman who wished to purchase him, I drew from 
him the following statement. 

He had belonged to a man in Frederick count}^ Md., who had all along been 
promising to give him his liberty at his death ; but, alas! he had recently died 
in a fit of insanity, and had left no v.-ill, and as a consequence, he, with his wife 
and two children, had fallen into the hands of the administrator of the estate, 
and he was sold at auction to the trader with whom he was now on his way to 
the Mississippi in chains. 

I confess, that such was the efTect upon my feelings on hearing this story, 
that had he attempted an escape while in my charge, I would not have made 
an effort to prevent him, though the event might have cost me the severest 
penalties of lynch law. The gentleman saw him — liked him very well, but the 
price was too much (1,200), and I went back again with him to his chains. I 
tried to comfort him with the reflection, that hc-would soon be delivered from 
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his chains, and brought ■where " the ■wicked cease froni troubling, and the weary- 
are at rest." He professed to me, while his eyes were suffused with tears, that 
he wished he was there ; choosing death to the bondage he was suffering. The 
gentleman bouglit a grey-headed old man in Staunton, for 250 dollars, and pro- 
fessed his purpose to trade him off to a slave-dealer for a younger man. 

I could relate many such tales as the above, but I forbear. The simple design 
of this is to obtain a word from you, which I hope you will favor me with soon. 
I rejoice at your prosperity in Lowell. It is a matter of surprise here that an 
abolitionist can be instrumental of so much ffood. 



( To the Editor of " Slavery in America." J 

New York, Dec. IG, 1836. 

Dear Sir: 

Our cause is going forward gloriously in this country. We have now 
about seventy lecturers in the field, from whom we expect great tilings. The 
warm contested presidential election has passed, and we expect little or no 
opposition from party politicians. The number of Anti-Slavery Societies are 
rapidly increasing. There are now over six hundred auxiliary societies. There 
arc, probably, not less than fifteen hundred ministers in this country who are 
thoroughly with us. 

The tone of the press here is greatly mddificd. There are about one hundred 
papers in the United States favourable to our cause ; and many of them have 
taken a bold and fearless stand in defence 6f the principles laid down in our 
declaration of independence — " that all men are born free and equal," &c. A 
large and very respectable portion of the freemen of this country, begin to see 
and feel that the Anti-Siaverj^ cause is identified with tiieir own liberties — 
freedom of speech and of the press : and that the same feeling and spirit which 
keeps the labouring people of the South in slavery, would, if it could, reduce 
the labouring people of the North to the same condition. The yeomanry of this 
nation will not sit quiet, or remain silent, when tliey see the chains forging for 
their own necks and those of their children. 

The influence of British Christians and Abolitionists is beginning to operate 
most powerfully upon this country. 

I should be pleased to say more, but time will not permit. 

We shall be pleased to hear from you often. 

With great respect, I am, 

Yours truly, in abolition bonds, 

R. G. Williams, 
Fabliishing Agent of the American Anti-Slavery Soeicty. 
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SOUTHERN VIGILANCE. 

The following story is related by Amos Drksser, who was himself honoured 
with persecution in Nashville, and may be found, with other interesting facts, in 
" The Friend of Man," for Nov. 17, 1836. 

STORY OP ALPHONZO. 

One of tlie slaves in the Tennessee Hotel accidentally heard of a plot laid by ;some 
the Southern gentlemen to decoy back to slavery those who had escaped to Canada. 
Having a brother there, and not being able to write, he employed Alphonzo Sumner, a 
free coloured man, as his amanuensis; thus acquainting his hrother of tlie facts, and 
advising him to be on his guard. ., 

Alphonzo was the most respectable barber in the place. His education was good for 

the Southern states. He was a member of the Baptist church, and beloved and respected 
by the citizens generally. 

The letter was intercepted, and handed to Mr. Erwin, Mayor of the city. The hand- 
writing being suspected., Alphonzo was sent for, and acknowledged he was the author of 
the letter ; to which the Mayor jestingly replied — " I think you had better take a trip to 
the country for your health." Then remarked more seriously, that if it should become 
generally known that he had written such a letter, it would not, probably, be safe for him 
to remain in the city ; at the same time assuring him, that it was then known only to one 
or two besides himself, and promising to let no one see it. Alphonzo, knowing that Mr. 
E. was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, supposed he could place implicit 
confidence in his word, and gave himself no uneasiness, though he made some prepara- 
tions for leaving the city. The same afternoon or the next day, Mr. E. publicly read the 
letter to the Vigilance Committee, a large crowd being in attendance. After the reading 
of the letter, one of the crowd asked if the author of that letter could be brought to 
"justice by law." It was replied that he could not. That same evening, as Alphonzo 
was about to retire, he heard some noise and disturbance in the street below his window, 
and stepped to the window to learn the cause. At the same moment his door was 
opened, and two individuals mshing in, presented pistols to his breast, saying, " You are 
a dead man, if you open your head." They then blindfolded him, and dragged him 
down stairs into the street, and after taking him to a bye place out of the city, asked if he 
knew why they had brought him there. Upon his replymg that he did not, some one 
cried, " Give him a cut or two, and perhaps he will find out." They then began to inter- 
rogate liim in reference to abolition, asking many questions of which he was entirely 
ignorant ; and, if he did not answer to suit them, they would apply the scourge, then ask 
again ; thus alternately beating and asking him questions, till the skin was beaten off, and 
the raw flesh laid bare to the size of a man's hand, and forty stripes were counted upon 
other parts of his body the next morning. 

After beating him till his strength was nearly gone, they told him it would not be safe 
for him to go home alone, because another party were in pursuit of him, and if he should 
fall into their hands, they would take his life. Accordingly, two constables were 
appointed to guard him home ; and, on amving at his room, they demanded all his 
private papers ! and, seizing the trunk which contained them, carried them away. 
Being blindfolded, he could not see any of his persecutors ; but, by their voices, dis- 
tinguished one or two of the members of the same church with which he was connected, and 
also one or two of the Nashville Committee of Vigilance, 

This outrage immediately became the topic of conversation all over the town, and most 
of the citizens supposed him to be dead. The fact was also related in the stage, on my 
return from the South, by a Mr. Loring, of Nashville, who also supposed him to be dead. 
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Mr. L. gave nearly a con-ect account of the outrages committed upon myself (not mis- 
trusting that he rvas speaking of one of the company, and not knowing the name of the 
individual wliipped), and closed by saying, " There has scarcely been a night this three 
weeks in wliich there has not been some one whipped." The particulars of this case I 
learned from Alphonzo himself, finding liim at Cincinnati on my return. 

One individual thus outraged prosecuted two or three of the leaders of the mob. They 
were found guilty by the jury, and fined six and a quarter cents each. 



UPPER CANADA ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

Our readers will rejoice to hear that the Anti-Slavery spirit is spread- 
ing throughout the dependencies of our empire. This is a good sign, 
and augurs well for our final triumph. A society has recently been 
formed in Upper Canada, Avhen the following resolutions were adopted. 
We hope the members of this new auxiliary to the great cause of human 
freedom and happiness will proceed with energy and diligence. 

Moved by the Rev. J. Ryerson, and seconded by Mr. B. R. Snovi;, — 

1. That slavery, -wherever it exists, being sinful in its nature and tendencies, 
equally opposed to the honour of Almighty God, the great and glorious princi- 
ples of the Divine government, and the highest happiness of man, — its imme- 
diate and universal abandonment is imperatively demanded by the law of God, 
and by the best feelings of our nature ; and to that end the efforts of Christians 
and philanthropists in all countries ought to be vigorously directed. 

Moved by the Rev. M. Lang, and seconded by Mr. W. Augustus. 

2. That the Act of Emancipation passed by the British Parhament, which 
conferred the blessings of freedom upon 800,000 of our formerly enslaved fellow 
men, exhibits the lofty sense of justice entertained by the British nation, and 
furnishes a theme for grateful acknowledgment of the interposition of Divine 
Providence, in answer to the prayers of Christians. 

Moved by Mr. James Lesslie, and seconded by Mr. James Johnson. 

3. That we hail with unfeigned satisfaction the progress of correct views in 
the United States of America on the moral evil of slavery, and the active and 
rapidly increasing efforts which arc being made there for its immediate ex- 
tinction. 

Moved by the Rev. W. Christian, and seconded by Mr. M. B. Truss, — 

4. That as British subjects we ought to feel it alike a duty and an honor to 
imitate the example of the venerable and philanthropic Wilberfouce ; whose 
memory, as the unflinching advocate of the suffering slave, will be cherished to 
the latest posterity ; and, as in humble reliance upon the Divine blessing, he 
persevered amidst much opposition and reproach in urging his efforts for the 
suppression of the slave-trade, until that laudable object was accomplished, so 
we may be encouraged to piosceiUe luiccasing efforts, united with fervent 
prayer, for the universal abolition of slavery, with the confident hope that to the 
next generation the detestable and iniquitous sj'stem will be known only as 
matter of history. 
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Moved by the Rev. E. Evans, and seconded by the Rev. M, hnng, — 
5. Whereas we arc taught in the Holj' Scriptures to believe in the existence 
of one God, " who bath made of one blood all nations of men," and with whoni 
" there is no respect of persons," — and whereas it is the imperative duty of all 
men to practically recognize the obligations growing out of this fraternal rela- 
tion of the human family, and to cultivate those feelings of universal justice and 
benevolence which arc inculcated by that precept of our adorable Saviour, 
"thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself," — and whereas the systeni of slavery, 
under which one class of our fellow men are lield in abject subjection to another 
class, and are considered in the light of mere goods and chattels, and articles 
of ordinary traffic, is a direct violation of the divine law, — an infraction of the 
dearest rights of the enslaved, — at variance with every feeling of humanity, and 
every correct principle hy which men, deriving their being fron^ one common 
Creator, ought to be governed in their intercourse with each other, — is, and 
ever has been, demoralizing in its tendency, and dangerous to the social in- 
terests and safety of comimmity, in every country where it has been recognized 
by law, — presents insuperable barriers to the mental improvement and moral 
ele vation of the oppressed, and serious obstructions to the dissemination of that 
religious knowledge which is intimately connected with their eternal interests, 
— and retards the arrival of that desirable period when " the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover tlie sea," and ''when 
" violence shall no more be heard in the land," — it is, therefore, the duty of all 
Christians and philanthropists, in every country, to unite their efforts to bring 
about, in a peaceful manner, the immediate abolition of slavery throughoiit the 
whole world ; — and in view of the great and beneficial results of Christian 
effort, manifested in the suppression of the slave-trade, and in the emancipation 
of the slaves in the British West Indian possessions, and in humble dependancc 
upon the blessing of Almighty God, it is expedient that we should, and wc 
hereby do, form ourselves into a society, to be governed by the follov^ing 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article 1, This society shall be called "The Upper Canada Anti-Slavery 
Society." 

Art. 2. The objects of this Society are, the entire abolition of slavery through- 
out the world ; the removal of existing prejudice against the people of color ; 
and the elevation of their character and condition, by promoting their mental 
and religious improvement. 

Art. 3. Any person, Tivho consents to the principles of this Constitution, and 
contributes to the funds of this society, shall be entitled to vote at its meetings. 

The other articles relate to officers, meetings, &c. 

Art. 8. Any anti-slavery society, or association, formed on the same princi- 
ples, in this Province, may become auxiliary to this Society. The officers of 
each auxiliary society shall be cx-officio members of the parent institution, and 
shall be entitled to deliberate and vote at all its meetings. 
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THE FOREIGN SLAVE TRADE REVIVED, AND NEW YORK A 

SLAVE PORT. 

From the Emancipator, Jan. 10. 

We have now to call the attention of our readers to one of the most atrocious 
perversions of justice and law, we have ever known. Corrupt as we know our 
courts to be, especially where the rights and interests of colored men were at 
issue, wc had not supposed them so utterly regardless of law and of right, as 
they have now proved themselves to be, in the case we are about to detail. 
Before entering on this case, however, wc deem it important to state the fol- 
lowing facts. 

1. Within a few months, the St. Nicholas, a suspicious looking vessel came 
into this port. One circumstance after another soon made it manifest that she 
was a slaver. Complaint was lodged, in due form, with Mr. Price, the District 
Attorney. Process was issued. The evidence was deemed insufficient, and 
the Captain and vessel were discharged. The vessel obtained her outfit, left 
the port, colors flying, and in a few weeks was captured, on her return voj^'igc 
from Africa, with slaves on hoard ! 

2. Still more recently, the " Brig Governor Temple," came into this port, from 
the coast of Gambia, with thirteen native Africans on board. Again complaint 
was made to the District Attorney. He was informed that there was reason to 
fear they would be smuggled away to the South as slaves — that three of them, 
on some pretence, had already been sent there, and some action was sought to 
secure the liberty of the others. The heartless reply was, " Well, if they have 
gone to the South, that's their misfortune," and no action was taJccn ! 

3. A gentleman in this city, whose name we are not at liberty to mention, an 
owner of the Texan lands, informed a member of our Executive Committee, a 
few months since, that another gentleman in this city, also an owner of Texan 
lands, had, a short time previous, formerly proposed to him to invest funds in a 
ship to go into the slave trade from Africa to Texas, assuring him that an 
immense profit would be realised on the investment ! 

4. The New Orleans Bulletin of Dec. 10th, declares " on high authority, that 
the Texan government intends entering a formal complaint to the Cabinet at 
Washington, against the practice, pursued by American citizens, of introducing 
into their territory, in vessels belonging to the United States, negroes, coming 
from other quarters than this Union, and further, that their minister at Wasliing- 
ton, will be instructed to ask of our government, that a vessel be ordered to 
cruise along their coast, to prevent such introduction, and also, that a small 
force be stationed at the mouth of the Sabine, to guard against their being 
landed on the coast of the United States, and immediately transferred to the Texan 
territory " — thus publishing to the .world, that the Foreign slave trade is exten- 
sively carried on from Africa to Texas, " by AiMisaicAK Citizens," and " In 

VESSELS BELONGING TO THE UnITED StATES !" 

With those facts before them, our readers will not deem it incredible or 
strange, if some American citizens " should be found in this city, who, as 
owners or otlierwiso, arc directly concerned and deeply interested in. the pro- 
secution of this abominable traffic. Nor will they tliink it strange or unnatural 
that such citizens should attempt the outfit of such vessels from this port, and 
take every possible method, on account of the severe penalties of the law, to 
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conccnl tlieir object, and in case of detection, to render tlie law, by the evasion 
and in other "ways, a practical nullity on the contrary, it would be strange and 
unnatural if they did not do so ; and, in case of necessity, go so far even as to 
attempt to put out the eye, and sear the conscience, and pervert the judgment, 
and palsy the arm of judicial and executive power, by some influence behind 
the throne. Whether it has been so in the case to which wo now invite atten- 
tion, we shall leave our readers, in view of the facts, to decide. 

CASE OF TUK BRIO DUILLIANTE. 

This brig arrived in this port Dec, 3rd. It wtis soon ascertained that she had five 
colored men on board, who were slaves. One of the white seamen also, with- 
out knowing the object of the inquiry, stated expressly to Mr. Ruggles, that the 
brig was a regular slaver, and had come here for an outfit. Accordingly, on the 
morning of the 10th, information was lodged by Mr. Ivuggles, with the District 
Attorney, Mr. Price, that a brig of the above name was lying at the foot of 
Market Street, that there was every reason to believe her a regular slaver, that 
one of the hands had so stated, and that there were five colored men on board, 
"who said they were slaves and belonged to the Mayor of Rio Janeiro.* This, 
be it remembered, was on the morning of Saturda}- the 10th. Nothing was 
done on that day by the District Attornej'. The next day was Sabbath. On 
Monday morning, Mr. Ruggles called again on Mr. Price. Mr. P. said he would 
attend to it. An assistant in the office directed Mr. Ruggles to get the Captain's 
name if he could ; and added, that he was going to the custom house, and 
■would see if he could get it there. Mr. R. called again. The Assistant Attor- 
ney took him to the Marshall's office, and requested Mr. Rapelje, the Deputy 
Miirshall, to attend to the case. The reply was, " I have not time to attend to 
it now — You have not got tlie Captain's name — I'll sec about it — You had 
better call to-morrow." Mr. Ruggles said, " But she may be gone." " Well, 
get all the facts you can, and call at my house this afternoon." This was done, 
and the Deputy Marshall was "not at home." 

Tuesday morning, the 18th, the following notice appeared in the New- York 
Sun. 

A Slavkii in our Port. — We yesterday received a communication from a source 
which warrants us in at least making public its purport, in which our attention is 
directed to a vessel now lying- at the foot of the Market street, the name of which — 
though she displays none — is the Brilliante. Our correspondent states that she is from 
.Rio Janeiro, hound to Africa, on a slaving expedition, and has put in here for stores. 
Her captain, mute, and live white seamen, are Portuguese j and she has also on board 
five slaves. He also states tliat his knowledge of the character oi this vessel, and her 
present expedition, was derived from information communicated to him hy one of the 
hands, and which is confirmed in his mind hy a personal visit to the vessel, made 
yesterday. We do not, of course, presume to vouch unqualifiedly for the correctness 
of our correspondent's assertions, nor that ho may not bo mistaken — but we do say that 
we have sufficient confidence in them, to warrant us in calling the attention of tlie proper 
authorities to the matter. 

At length, in the course of Tuesday, process was issued, the Captain, Joao 
Evaiigeiisie uc Souza, was arrested, and for v.'ant of bail, v,'a3 lodged in prison. 

* The slaves insisted to tlie lust, that thoy belonged to the Mayor and not to the 
Captain. 



New York a Slave Fori. 



211 



Tlie bail demanded was 6000 dollars. The slaves also, but hone of the hands, 
were taken into custody to be used as witnesses. 

On Friday, the I6th, the case came before the U. S. District Court, Judges 
Thompson and Betts, for decision. The counsel of the U. States were the 
District Attorney and Mr. Jay ; for the defendant Messrs. Morrill and Staples. 
The report of the case in the Journal of Commerce is as follows. 

The case was now brought before the court on a writ of Habeas Corpus, and aa 
affidavit of the defendant read, which stated that he was a subject of the Brazilian 
government, from whom the vessel and five slaves which he brought here had been 
purchased j that he came here with a cargo of coffee, wine, and sugar, consigned to tlie 
house of Souza, in this city, that be arrived here on the 3rd of December ; that after 
discharging the vessel's cargo, she was taken to the Dry Dock to be repaired, and 
whilst there the greater part of a cargo was engaged for her, to carry to Rio Janeiro ; 
that since her arrival here, the slaves had not been employed in any work, except what 
their duties as seamen required ; that on the 13th inst. the defendant had been arrested 
on the affidavit of a man [named Martin, who deposed that the defendant had brought 
slaves into this State to hold them to labor, which defendant totally denied, and main- 
tained that they had been brought as bona fide seamen, to load and unload the vessel 
and to work her at sea. 

The defendant protested against his arrest as illegal, and contrary to the treaty made 
between the government of the United States, and the government of the Brazils, 
dated 12th of December, 1828, which provides that the subjects of that government 
shall be treated on the footing of the most favored nations. The case was ably argued 
by counsel on both sides, after which Judge Thompson referred to the different statutes 
having reference to the subject, and said that the case shown by the defendant, admitting 
it to be true, did not come within the meaning of the laws of the United States, which 
prohibited the importation of slaves, &c. 

The report in the Sun states, that the Captain deposed, 

That he bad no purpose either of disposing of them [the slaves,] or putting them to 
labour here ; and that he was here on a legal mercantile voyage, had taken in Jiis cargo, 
and was prepared to return to llio Janeiro. Mr. Price, the District Attorney, did not 
attempt to introduce any testimony in contradiction of de Sauza's dejwsition, nor oppose the 
motion of his counsel ; and their Honors deciding'that there was no ground for his fur- 
ther detention, ordered him to be discharged. 

We have taken pains to examine the Captain's deposition, which is on file in 
the [Clerk's office, that we might assure ourselves of the correctness of the 
reporters, and we find that he deposes that his vessel was consigned to the 
house of " L. C. A. De Souza" of this city, that the slaves, whose names aco 
Antonio, Domingo, Jose, Joao, and^Predo^ "form a part of the crew of said 
vessel, and arc continued on board for no other purpose than performing the 
duties obligatory upon tlicai as the property of deponent, and further, that said 
slaves were not brought into the United Slates in this state, from any foreign 
kingdom, place or country, or from sea with any intent to ho/d the mme to service 
within the United States or in this state, or to sell or otherwise dispose of, but 
onl^' as bona fide seamen, and as the property of deponent." 

Our readers will see that the specific charge, on which the Captain was 
arrested, was, not that, in the language of tlie law, lie had brought tlicse men 
here " with intrant to hold, sell them,'' &c. himself "^as slavea" &c,, but that he 
had douc it " with intent to hold them to service" simply, " or to sell" &c. ^ 
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Judge Thompson decided in. favour of the Captain, who was accordingly 
discharged. 

This was on the 16th. The same day Mr. Rapalje, the Deputy Marshall went 
to the Debtor's prison and informed the keeper, Mr. A . B. Fointain, that the five 
colored men, were discharged and were to be no longer detained in custody, on 
the authority of the United States. But the keeper kept them in prison through 
that and the four succeeding days ! At length, late on Tuesday afternoon, Dec. 
20th, four individuals, of whom the writer was one, went to the keeper to inquire 
into the cause of their detention, when the following conversation, in substance, 
ensued. 

Inquirers. Are the five colored men, brought up, as witnesses in the case of 
De Souza, still in prison ? 

Keeper. They are. 
:. I. By what authority do you detain them ? 

K. The authority of the sheriff" and the marshall. 

I, But how can that be, the case has been decided and they, as witnessos, 
must be of course discharged ? 

K. I know that, but I have received no notice of their discharge, and 1 . -,a- 
not let them go until I do. 

I. You hold them by virtue of the original commitment, as witnesses in the 
case of De Souza ? 

K. I do ; and I cannot let them go without some authority. 

I. What authority is necessary } 

K. Oh, a'notc from the sheriff or the marshall, or the District Attorney, say- 
ing that they are discharged will be enough. 
I. And if we get you such a note, will you let them go ? 
K. I will. 

No sooner said, than away we hastened to the office of the sheriff. He said 
they were not there by his authority — he liad nothing to do with them — the 
marshall or the District Attorney were the persons to apply to. Away we went 
to the office of the District Attorney — not in. A young man in the office said 
they were discharged on the original commitment, but he believed they were 
now detained by request of the Captain as his property, and on authority of Mr. 
Rapalje. Up we went to Mr. Rapalje's office — not in — and as it was now even- 
ing, it was agreed to let the matter rest until morning. On Wednesday morn- 
ing, two individuals called on Mr. Rapalje, and the following dialogue for sub- 
stance, ensued. 

Inquirers, Sir, feeling somewhat interested in the case of the slaves, arrested 
as witnesses in the case of Do Souza, and finding that they arc still in prison, we 
have come to inquire by virtue of what process they are detained.'' 

Mr. Rapalje. I cannot tell you. They are discharged on the commitment 
in that case. 

I. The keeper of the prison says they are not. 

Mr. R. They certainly are, for I went to the prison and told him so myself, 
last week. 

I. He told us himself, yesterday afternoon, that he had received no such no- 
tice, and that he still detained them on the original commitment. 
Mr. R. I do not see how that can be. Dld'nt you see the turnkey r 
I. No, sir. We are sure it was tlic keeper, and he told us if we would get a 
note from you, saying that they were discharged, lie would release them. 
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Mr. B. I will give such a note if you wish. 
I. It will oblige us if you will. 
Mr. R. Sit clown, gentlemen. 

The note was written, and was as follows : i 

U. S. Marshall's Office, Dec. 21st, 1836. 
To the keeper of the Debtor's Jail m New York : 

Sir,-— The five witnesses confined in the Debtor's jail, on account of the suit of 
the United States against J. E. De Souza, were discharged by me from custody on 
the 16th inst, verbally in your office. You are not to consider the United 
States bound for their maintenance since that time. 

S. RAPALJE, Dep. U. S. Marshall. 
(Superscribed) A. B. Fointain, Esq., Keeper of the Debtor's Jail in New York. 

With this we hastened to the prison, found the keeper, presented the note, and 
asked for their release. 
Keeper. — I cannot release them. 

Inquirers. — ^But.'why not ? You said yesterday you would, if we would get 
you such a note from, the marshall. 

K. — I know (with a blush, and some embarrassment) ; but since you were 
here, the captain and the consul have been here, and I am keeping them now 
for them. 

/. — Ah, but have you any authority for doing so } 

K. — Yes ; the authority of the captain and the consul. 

I. — (After some effort to get a definite answer). You hold them, then, simply 
on the request of the captain and consul, and not by virtue of any legal process 
or authority? 

Jr.— Yes. 

J. — And you will not let them go, will you? 
'X— No. 

/. — But have you a right to appropriate the prison to such uses without 
an.thority ? 

IC — I shall risk it (with considerable feeling). They said they would make 
me good. 

We of course left the premises. In the course of the day a habeas corpus 
was issued to the keeper to show cause for their detention ; but^, when about to 
be served the next morning, it was found that he had resigned his charge, and 
that they were then on board the vessel. 

Subsequently, auother habeas corpus was issued to the captain, to show cause 
for their detention on board the vessel ; the object of which was, not to convict 
the captain, but to secure the liberty of the slaves. The case was brought 
before Judge Ulshoeffer, who decided that luider the state law, slaves might be 
brought into the state, not only from the soutliern states, but from foreign coun- 
tries, and kept here nine months, and then taken away. He said, that the act 
of Congress, of 1818, prohibited only the bringing of slaves in to sell them, or to 
hold them as residents ; that this country was not like England ; that we did 
not interfere with the laws of other countries; that a master of a. vessel might 
go to a foreign country where slavery was lawful, and " man his shipjwith slaves, 
and bring them here, and keep them eight months and twenty-nine days, and 
then take them avvay." Of course, the captain was discliarged, and the slaves 
were left in his possession. The decision was not committed to paper, but these 
remarks were taken down with a pencil, by the writer, at the time. ' 
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Such arc t!ie loading facts lU this important case. We come now to tlic work 
of couunent. In doing so, we arc aware that we shall be regarded by many a.s 
very presumptuous, and disrespectful withal to the constituted authorities. 
Some even may charge us with "speaking evil of dignifies." To be sure, on 
other subjects, and in other cases, nothing is more common, and nothing con- 
sidered more proper, than to question, expose, and censure, the doings and 
decisions of public functionaries. This is done, at all times, by any bod}' and 
every body, and witli the utmost frcedotii of remark, however trifling or unim- 
portant the interests at stake. And that public functionary who should complain 
of this as abusive and disrespectful, would be the scorn and contempt of the 
entire community. But when the rights and interests of the colored man are 
concerned ; ah ! now the public functionary is clothed with infallibility: to 
question or censure his doings and decisions is little short of blasphemy ; the 
community arc well-nigh horror-struck at such astonishing rudeness ; and it 
■becomes you, niost reverently, to lay your hand upon your uiouth, and be still ! 
Such, at least is the fact with multitudes. Wc shall not, hov/cver, be kept back, 
by any such feeling, from the discharge of our duty. We mean to know the 
colored man, not as colored, but only as a man ; and therefore, in the present, 
and every similar case, we shall vindicate his cause, and expose and condemn 
the doings ;md decisions of public functionaries with the same unsparing free- 
dom that we would if the party aggrieved were white : and if, in so doing, we 
at, any time do injustice to any person concerned, we shall ever be ready, on due 
information, to make the proper corrections. 



TESTIMONY OF AN EYE-WITNESS. 
From the Herald of Freedom. 

Ln a recent journey through some of the slaveholding states, I availed inyself 
of many opportunities of acquainting myself with the condition and general dis- 
position of that portion of the community in which you are especially interested. 

Though the laws relating to the instruction of slaves are in Maryland far less 
severe than they are in Virginia, 3'et their condition in that state is degraded 
and miserable in the extreu-^ Desertions are becoming alarmingly frequent, 
and the recovery of the fugitives is so hopeless when they have the good fortune 
to get within the limits of Pennsylvania, that tlic slaveholders arc induced, by 
these circumstances, and an increasing inability to render their labour profitable, 
especially on the eastern shore of the Chesapeake, to dispose of them in great 
numbers for the southern market. A gentleman, whose profession as civil engi- 
neer had led him to explore very thoroughly that section of the state, assured 
me that the wretchedness of their condition was inexpressible, and that little 
creatures, whose lives must be the cost, of eight and ten years of age, were daily 
disposed of for the south and west. 

A lady of llagerstown, a slaveowner and accustomed to them from her birth, 
in answer to my inquiry whether those who are well used, were tolerably con- 
tented in their servitude, assured me they were not, that the most fervent, un- 
wavering, undying wish of their hearts, was to be free. In relation to the pun- 
ishments to wiiicli they were subjected, she informed me with a smile, indicative 
of a tloubt how the ijirornialiou ujight sound in the cars of a female from the 
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north, " for ft triilincv ofiencc wc send them to the •whipping-post, and for any- 
tiiinf'' wliich is ver}' bad wo sell them for the south, which is as dreadful to them 
as (loath." T!k' .same lady related a fact whicli oecurred in herclwn family, and 
which gave mc an idea of llie nature of the efinies wliich doom tlie puur slaves 
to an early grave on the banks of the Mississippi or the Chattahouchoe. 

She was owner of a female slave. who:-c husband belonj^ed to a f*-entlc;man 
residing about twenty miles from Hagerstown. Perri was exceedingly attached 
to his wife, and 'Uy walking Saturday night after the close of his hibour. and 
returning on Sunday night, he frequently procured for himself the enjoyment of 
the Sabbath in her society. But these visits of the slave were not agreeable to 
his master and he remonstrated, and finally asked Perri whether he would choose 
to relinquish his visits to Mary or receive a certain number of stripes the morning 
after his return. " I will choose to take the stripes, Massa," said Perri. He 
accordingly continued his visits, at no time encroaching on the hours of labour, 
and as regularly received the threatened punishment for his delinquency-. "Oh, 
Mary,'* said he, " my poor shoulders sufler for these happy visits to you." On 
one occasion he became sick at Hagerstown, and was unable to return. At the 
end of three weeks his master came to him, much exasperated, threw him into 
jail, and after long confinement had him conducted, chained and handcuffed, by 
the place of Mary's residence, and sold him to a slave-dealer for Georgia. 
"Oh," said the lad}', as she finished her story, "you have no idea how much 
trouble wc have with them !" With ill-suppressed indignation I referred to the 
misery of the injured slaves, and she added, " Well, 'tis said they have no more 
feeling than brutes, but I think they have, for 1 thought my Mary would have 
gone distracted !" 

It is but justice to the master to add, that he offered to purchase Mary, and 
her mistress left it with her to decide whether she would leave her or not. But 
she knew his cruelty too well, and the probability that in a fit of passion they 
should soon be separated, and she refused to be sold. 



THE " BLACK ACT" OF CONNECTICUT. 

The Statute Book of Connecticut is even yet defiled with an act which has been 
appropriately styled the " ulack act;" and black enough it is to disgrace the midnight 
of the (lark ages. Our readers will he surprised at some of the provisions of this law, 
which received the approval of the Governor on the iJ4th of ]\Iay, 1833. 

Its preamble sets forth, that, " attempts have been made to establish literary institu- 
tions in tliis state for the instruction of colored persons belonging; to other states and 
countries, which would tend to the great increase of the colored population of the state, 
and thereby to the injury of the people." And for this weighty reason it enacts — " that 
no person shall establish in this state any school, or literary institution, for the instruction 
or education of colored persons, who are not inhabitants of this state, nor instruct in any 
acliool, or other literary institution whatsoever in this state, or harbor or board for tlie 
purpose of attending or being instructed in any such school or literary institution any 
colored person who is not an inhabitant of any town in this state, u-ithout the consent in 
writirigjirst obtained of a majority of the civil authority, and also of the select men of the 
town in which such school or literary institution is situated ; and every person wlio shall 
knowingly do any act forbidden as aforesaid, or shall be aiding thefoin, shall, fur die first 
offence, forfeit and pay to the Treasurer of this state a fine of one hundred dollars, and for 
tlie second offence a fine of two hundred dollars, and so double for every olfence of 
which ho or she shall be convicted." 
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TESTIMONY OF THE 

The General Conference ( Congregational) of 
Maine, at its recent meeting, on motion 
of Mr. Tnppan, 

Resolved, That slave-liok'.ing, as it exists 
in a ])ortion of these United States, is a 
great sin against (jod and man, for which 
the nation ought to humble itself, and for 
the speedy and entire removal of which, 
every Christian ought to pray, and use all 
suitable means within his reach. 



The Presbytery of Indianapolis, at their semi- 
annual meeting, at Sugar Creek Church, 
April 5, 

Resolved, 1 . That all men have a natural 
and unalienable right to liberty, unless the 
right has been forfeited by crime. 

2. That slavery, as it exists in the United 
States, is a great natural, political, and 
moral evil. 

3. That there is good reason to believe, 
that the present difficulties in the Presby- 
terian church, are in part on acco unt of the 
liirge measure in which she has participated 
in the sin of slavery. 

4. That this Presbytery will receive no 
minister as a member who is a slave-holder, 
or who has sold a slave or slaves into un- 
conditional bondage, unless he will first 
make all the reparation that may still be in 
his power. 

5. That it be recommended to the church 
sessions under our care, not to receive any 
person into the communion of the cimrch 
who is a slave-holder, or who has sold a 
slave or slaves into unconditional slavery, 
unless they will first make all the reparation 
that may still be in their power. 

Presbyterian Church. 

The General Assembly, it is true, put 
the slavery question under the table for the 
present ; but we trust it will not be so dis- 
posed of by the individual churches. We 
are glad to see from the last Philanthropist, 
that one church more has acted on the sub- 
ject. VVe trust that others throughout the 
free states will follow the example. 

" At a meeting on the 11th day of July, 
1836, of the members of the Presbyterian 
churcli in New Richmond, Clermont county, 
and state of Ohio, Mr. Dan Davis was 
chosen moderator, und Robert Porter clerk, 
the following preamble and resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : 

" According to the preliminary principles 
laid down in our Book of Discipline, ' the 



CHURCH IN.AMERICA. 

lights of private judgment in all matters 
rhat respect religion, is universal and ina- 
tienable. That in perfect consistency with 
the above principle of common right, 
every church, or union, or association of 
particular churches, is entitled to declare 
the terms of admission into its communion, 
and the qualifications of its ministers and 
members, as well as the whole system of 
its internal government, which Christ hath 
appointed.' 

" Therefore, believing it right for any 
church or society to declare the terras of 
communion and fellowship of such member- 
ship ; and, having come to tho conclusion, 
from the word of God, and the universal 
consciousness of all mankind, that selling, 
and buying, and owning men, women, and 
children, as property, is unjust and unchris- 
tian, and a horrid violation of the commands 
of the Lord our God, who requires all men 
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to deny 
all ungodliness and imrighteousness ; and, 
that to make a genuine profession of religion, 
it is required to give up, immediately, all 
known sin, as the only test of our regenera- 
tion and obedience. 

" Therefore, we do most solemnly entreat 
our sister churches in tlie United Slates, 
who may bo living in the sin of slave-hold- 
ing, to put the evil away from among them 
without delay, tliut they may become what 
God requires of them to be, a holy peojile, 
and zealous of good works j and not to live 
any longer to follow the example of poor 
barbarous Africa, in making slaves of their 
fe!low-men. (For oh ! it's a shame for 
such a thing to be named amongst us, that 
a single Christian, in the United States of 
America, should own a slave)-— 

" Therefore, Resolved, That this church 
hereafter debars all persons from her com- 
munion, who are guilty of holding men, 
women, or children, as property, or who 
advocate the system. That we shall cor- 
dially receive with open arms and Christian 
regard, those churches who may repent 
and forsake the above practice, 

" Resolved, that the above preamble and 
resolutions be recorded in the session-book, 
and duly enforced by the session. 

" Resolved, That the foregoing preamble 
and resolutions be published in the Cincin- 
nati Journal and Luminary, and the Phi- 
lanthroj)ist. 

" Dax Davis, Moderator. 
" A true copy. Robert PoriiKn, Clerk." 
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CHRISTIAN SLAVERY. 

A GENERAL view of Christian slavery will show what yet remains" to 
be done, and justify an earnest appeal to a Christian and anti-slavery 
public, for sympathy and vigorous effort in the work of universal emanci- 
pation. We say nothing in what follows of the slavery of British India. 
There are — ^ 

In the United States 2,500,000 slaves. 

In Brazil 2,000,000 — 

In the Spanish Possessions .... 500,000 — 
In the French Possessions . . . " • 800,000 — 
In the Possessions of Portugal, Denmark, Hol- 
land, &c . 200,000 — 

Add to these, the victims of prejudice in tlie 
United States, — the afflicted and down- 
trodden free (so called) people of color, the 

raasterless slaves of America . . . 500,000 



And we have before us . . . 6,000,000 

(Six millions) of human beings prostrate beneath the hoof of a relentless 
tyranny, for no other crime than the color of their skins ! What mind 
can grasp the amount of injustice, misery, pollution, and soul-murder, 
comprised in this most impious and inhuman system! Five millions 
five hundred thousand human beings held in a state of brutal subjection 
by nominally Christian nations! Odious and diabolical conspiracy against 
the liberties of mankind ! Half of these are found in the far-f:imed 
Republican States of North A.nierica : the land of liberty ; the asylum 
for the oppressed of all nations, — where it is declared, that *^ill men are 
born free and equal," and that " resistance to tyrants is obedience to 
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God." America ! the land of the pilgrims, — the land of Elliott, and 
Edwards, and Hancock, and Adams, and Franklin, and Washington! 
In this land of revivals, and educational and missionarv onerations, and 
saints, and heroes, and pliilosophers, and liberators, there are three mil- 
lions of oppressed human beings : two millions five hundred thousand in 
a state of brutal subjection to the 'avarice, lust, and power of irrespon- 
sible masters, and the rest shut out from every social privilege, on account 
of their connexion (near or remote, it is the same) with the African race. 



CASE OF TWO FEMALE CAPTIVES RESCUED. 
(Fj-om the " Right and Wrong," in Boston.) 

On Saturday, July 30th, a brig was observed to come to one of the wharves, 
and suddenly to put back, in consequence, it seemed, of something said to the 
captain by a man who was waiting his arrival. Some men of color, who 
observed these proceedings, took a boat, with the intention of going on board. 
They were ordered oiF ; but on rowing round the vessel, they discovered it to 
be the Chickasaw, in the Baltimore trade j and, on further examination, per- 
ceived two women making signals of distress to them from the cabin windows. 
They instantly obtained a writ of habeas corpus, by which the women were 
taken from the custody of the captain, and conveyed to Leverett-street jail; 
where they were ministered unto by a few who had not forgotten to " maintain 
the cause of the innocent," nor shrink from the visitation of prisoners ; nor 
neglected the fatherless in their affliction : and who felt the humiUating contrast 
between what men do, and what they ought to do. 

Knowing so many painful facts respecting the seizure of free persons of color 
for slaves, we felt great sympathy with these women, and determined to give 
them, at the trial, whatever comfort our presence might afford. We recollected 
that the same hall had been thronged with ladies to listen to the pleadings of 
Mr. Wirt and Mr. Webster, and that many ladies had even travelled to Salem 
to hear sentence of death pronounced upon the Knapps ; and, therefore, we 
were under no temptation to omit any attention or kindness to these women, on 
the ground that the manner of it was unusual, or considered improper. 

Five members of our Society entered the court-room about 9 o'clock on 
Monday morning, and found the prisoners already there, in consultation with 
their counsel. After the entrance of Judge Shaw, the business commenced 
with a sta,tement from the counsel for the claimant, that these women were the 
property^^of John B. Morris, of Baltimore ; that the constitution contained a 
provision by which they must be returned to him ; and that he, the counsel, 
demanded a reasonable construction of the constitution ! Mr. Sewall, the 
prisoners' counsel, argued in opposition, that in the Bill of Rights, it was laid 
down, as the basis of the practice of the courts of law in Massachusetts, that 
ALL are born free, and have the right of enjoying and defending their liberties. 
This elicited siiglit applause from the audience, who were principally persons of 
color, which they instantly suppressed on finding it was not in order. 

Here Judge Shaw arose to give his decision. He observed that he had, as 
courtesy demanded, listened to the arguments of both gentlemen, though he 
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did not think them applicable to the present case ; the question being simply 
this—Has the captain of the brig Chickasaw a right to 'convert his vessel into a 
prison ? [Here a flurried consultation took place between the agent of the 
claimant and his counsel ; and one of our members, who, from being also one 
of the Society of Friends, has had abundant opportunity to observe the course 
taken by slave-hunters, in cases like the present, beckoned to the person who 
sat nearest to the prison'?rs, and requested him to tell them to wait for nothing 
after they should be discharged ; to listen for their discharge, and depart as 
soon as they received it, as but an instant would intervene before some other 
means would be resorted to, to detain them.] All this occupied but a moment. 
The messenger walked quietly back to his seat by the prisoners ; all parties 
listened uieafchlessly for the decision, the judge still continuing his speech. 
Our blood stood still as he went on ; and the time seemed intenninable. 
"Whence it appears," — said he, at length, — "that the prisoners must be dis- 
charged." All 'rose at the word — the prisoners, the colored women who sur- 
rounded them, the counsel on both sides. The agent extended his hand to 
seize them. A spell seemed to hold them in the same position, one deeply- 
exciting instant. The next, and the room was empty. A single voice among 
the crowd said " Go ! Go !" There was no other noise but the sound of feet, 
and a slight shriek from one of the women, who fainted in the lobby, and was 
carried down stairs. 

The following minutes of a conversation with one of these female captives are 
worth preserving. She said, speaking of the agent — " I was surprised to find 
they called him Turner in court ; for he told me, on board the vessel, that his 
name was William Wilson, and William Wilson I knew was a Methodist min- 
ister in Maryland ; but I had never seen him, and did not know but this man 
was he. He asked to sec my free papers, and as soon as he got them he 
destroyed them. He said I ought to be ashamed to do as I had done. I told 
him. No ; for T had done nothing wrong. He said he knew that, but what 
could I want more than I had always had? Told me, that it was little we 
wanted here below, for life was short." 

Question. Were you ever a slave? 

Ansiver. Yes. 

Q. Were yow happy in slavery ? 
A. No. 

Q. Had you a kind master? 

A. Yes ; I never was whipped since I was a woman grown. 
Q. Why were you not happy, then ? 

A. Could you live always in horror, and be happy ! Master used to say, he 
never would sell us ; but the price of us is rising every day ; people got round 
him, making offers— the Georgia houses were near ; master didn't talk as he 
used to do, about never selling us. Oh, there is nothing but horror to look for- 
ward to in slavery ! 

*««*** 
Q. Why did you come to the North ? 

A. I thought ! should not be in danger of falling into slavery again, if I could 
but get to the free states. I did not expect to meet such troiibles the monient 
I got here ; nor to meet such friends to care forme, cither. 

Q. Did you ever hear of abolitionists ? 



21?0 Case of Two Female Captives Resmed. 

A. (As if the word was one she did not understand) Abolitionists ? No. 
Q. Did you ever hear of colonizationists ? 

A. Yes ; they always come round us as soon as we get free, and ate doing* 
wcllj to persuade us to g*o to Liberia. But they are found out now. Tliey will 
not deceive man}' more so. 

Q. Can you read ? 
A little. 

Q. Were you ever on a plantation ? 

A. 0 my God, yes ; but only on a visit. I never could tell you what they 
sufFer. Most of the slaves that I know are pious. They often meet to pray. 
Two or three will sometimes get together privately, and pray all night for 
deliverance. 

Q. But if they do not know that there are any at the North laboring and 
praying for them, how do they think it is to come ? 

A. They are waiting to see God do it for them in some wonderful manner, as 
he did for the Israelites. No human power can do it. We pray to him, and 
have faith in him only ; for the whole world seems to have forgotten us. 

Q. Did you use to go to church } 

A. Yes. I am a member of the Methodist church. 

Q. Do you think tliat all slaves ought to be free } 

A. (Much surprised) Yes, certainly. 

Q. Would there not be danger of the bad tempered ones killing their masters 
for having kept them so long in slavery ? 

^. (In extreme astonishment) Why, no indeed ! Why should they ? All 
they want is to get free. They are willing to wor'r t they don't want any thing 
wrong. Kill their masters for doing right by them ! 

Q, But is this opinion, that they ought to be free, a common one among the 
slaves ? 

A. (Very solemnly) Yes. Of course, they all know it is wrong to keep them 
in slavery. 

Q. What makes them thin". • so 

A, Of course they think so It staruls to reason. 

Q. Did it not distress you » o leave your friends } 

A. Yes, it was a trying thir g ; but I had rather die tlian go back. 

Q. Would not every thing go to wreck and ruin if the slaves were all mado 
ree ? Would they not be lazy and miserable } 

A. Would not they work better if they had something to show for it.? Just 
think how it would be with yourself; except when people get very old. Oh, 
if you would only take it home to yourself, and think what you should suffer to 
see your old mother obliged to work to the last minute ! It does seem as if, 
when people get worn out, they ought not to work. 

In many conversations, we had an opportunity of witnessing the nice moral 
sense, and the ardent piety of this woman. We showed her some of the anti- 
slavery publications, and she seemed surprised at the correctness of the descrip- 
tion of the condition of slaves. "Only," she added, "it is impossible to put 
such dreadful sufferings properly into print." 

Here w%as the testimony of what American slavery is in its mildest form. 
When we speak of the two millions and a half, how apt are we to forget that 
every one of them has a history which it would shock a Christian to hear 
related! Whether it were of the dancing, singing, degraded slave, degraded 
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into contentment with Lis condition ; whose greatest failure in duty appears, 
according to slaveholdlng morals, in running away, and whose highest virtue lies 
in reverencing as gods the men who live b}' his unrequited toil : the higher 
spirited and higlier gifted being, who is crushed or driven to frenzy by the 
attempts to make him like the first: or the mild and intelligent slave, from whom 
education and the Bible have not been entirely withheld, and whose suffering 
lies chiefly in apprehension. 

These are painful details ; but it is either the sickly sentimentalist, or the 
base denier of human brotherhood, that would sec only the fair-seeming gar- 
ment with which slaveholders invest their system, nor look beneath to mark 
how " the iron enters into the soul," in order the better to devise the means to 
effect its removal. 



AN AFFECTIONATE EXPOSTULATION WITH CHRISTIANS IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

BECAUSE OF THE CONTINUANCE OF NEGRO SLAVERY THROUGHOUT MANY DISTRICTS 

OF THEIR COUNTRY.* 

Christian Brethren, — Among the thirteen millions of human beings who 
inhabit the United States of America, we understand that there are nearly three 
millions who are Africans, either by birth or descent, and that two millions 
three hundred thousand of these are slaves. We :'ead in works descriptive of 
America, that many of these enslaved Africans, mon and women, are herded 
together like cattle, that they may increase their numbers, and provide a supply 
of slaves for the market, where they are sold and bought according to the pro- 
portions of their frame, the elasticity of their muscles, and the vigour of their 
constitution ; put up to sale by outcry, bid for by competitors, and disposed of 
in lots, or severally, at the pleasure of purchasers : every feeling of delicacy, 
every endearment of parental tenderness, and every bond of infantile sympathy 
or dependence, being violated and set at nought. 

We perceive in the accounts furnished of America, whether by natives or 
foreigners, whether friends or foes, that in certain States, every person who is 
deemed to inherit tinj relation, by blood or colour, to the African race, and who 
cannot, by legal documents, prove his freedom, or who enters those States as a 
stranger, is deemed a slave, and subjected to the ignominy, privations, and toils 
— the laceration and bereavements of bondage — the sufferings and sorrows of a 
slave. 

This slavery is described to us as forced servitude — labour without wages, 
and toil without respite, so long as life continues ; during which both men and 
women, the child and the aged, are reduced to this violent constraint, while 
their tapk-raaster is most generally the alone practical judge of the kind, degree, 
and time of labour, and of the subsistence which the slave shall receive. The 
master's conduct proves that he can imprison, beat, scourge, wound, and other- 
wise injure the body, and grieve and vex the spirit of the bondsman, at his own 
' discretion, or depute such power to whom he pleases — even the lowest menial, 
or a fellow-slave ; — that husband and wife, parent and child, brother and sister, 

* This document, we understand, was drawn up by the Rev. A. Somerville, of Dum- 
barton ; and received the signatures of four thousand two hundred persons in the neigh* 
bourhood of Perth, 
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may be severed from each othcr^ and the dearest ties be wrenched asunder, at 
the caprice, for the profit, or to meet the exigencies, of the person called owner 
of the unhappy victims. W e learn, also, that the creditor, the executor, or the 
tax-gatherer, may seize the slave, his familj', wife, cliildren, or parents, or the 
produce of his hands, and sell the whole, together, or in several lots, to un- 
known, unfeeling, and unrighteous men-stealers, who traffic in slaves and the 
souls of men ; while the death of a tyrant brings no relief, and the decease of 
an indulgent possessor may but fulfil the bequest which devises them to a severe 
oppressor and a cruel master, without the power of remonstrance or even the 
right of redemption.— -Brethren, if we were in the vales of Africa, subject to 
such a system, what should we be inclined to do ? And if we thought we 
could break our chains and fetters, forged and rivetted by injustice, and con- 
sulted to take measures for our release, would you call it treason, rebellion, and 
murder ? 

We read in the laws of those States where slavery prevails, that this injustice, 
cruel bondage, and degradation, are not left to the passion or pleasure of the 
master, but that enactments and laws, deliberately framed by legislative councils 
and congresses, are the measure by which the portion of American Africans is 
meted out. That they prohibit the education of negroes in reading, or in the 
means of intellectual improvement or intercourse — that negroes may not teach 
negroes — that schools may not be established or conducted, either by or for 
negroes, or their kindred — that fines, scourging, imprisonment^ and death ave the 
legal penalty for such efibrts. We have heard of amiable females, not related 
by consanguinity to the African, suffering imprisonment for attempts thus to 
ameliorate the condition of the negro. All this is the portion, not of the present 
race only, but the inheritance, the heir-loom of our negro brother, his children, 
and his children's children, for many generations. 

We perceive, too, from your most public and highly oflJicial documents, that, 
while school-houses are built, education provided, and religious instructors and 
facilities for improvement are assured by national treaty to the few thousands 
of red Indians in your land; and while your missionaries are sent to the 
debased Greek, the bigo- ted Mussulman, barbarian Islanders, Chinese idolaters, 
effeminate Hindoos, the Buddhist of Birmah, and even the wanderers in the 
vale of Mississippi, your government contemplates restrictions on your own 
press, brands and calumniates the friends of humanity, and discountenances 
the discussion of the freedom of three millions of your own fellow-subjects, 
who were forced into your service, or carried captive from their father-land, — 
while such measures are recommended as may, it is presumed, secure their 
continued subjection to injustice, oppression, and cruelty. Your missionaries 
are excluded from them as a field of labour; your publications intended for 
them are burned by tumultuous assemblies, or withheld by authorized officials ; 
your places of worship are closed against them; your Christian churches hold 
no visible, or a very doubtful, communion vnth. Christians among them ; or your 
Christian intercourse is distinguished by obscure seats and curtains of conceal- 
ment ; so that when these children of Ethiopia would stretch out their hands 
unto God, and submit themselves to Jesus, your assemblies discountenance 
their approaches, and the arms of many are raised to push them away, and 
compel them to worship without the gate, and become suppliants to the Lord 
God of Sabaoth for deliverance from the oppression of their brethren. — "For it 
was not an enemy that reproached mc ; then I could have borne it : neither 
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was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me ; then I could 
have hid myself from him. But it was thou, a man, mine equal" &c. 

Yet, we have heen told, God has not withheld his grace and Spirit from some 
of tliese poor negroes, hut has brought them into the glorious liberty of the 
gospel, and adopted them into his family, thereby declaring them hk sons and 
daughters. Such of them are, therefore, no more strangers and forejgners, but 
fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God. We hear of their 
congregations for his worship, when, as those that fear the Lord, they speak 
often one to another, and think upon his name ; and although discouraged by 
the brethren of a different skin, and excluded as if they were defiled lepers, 
and ceremonially unclean, yet do they seem to obtain nearness of access to a 
heavenly Father, and a Divine Redeemer, and a gracioiis Comforter. If so, in 
their afflictions he is afflicted ; precious in his sight are their souls. He sees 
their sorrows, numbers their sighs, and puts their tears into his bottle ; and he 
will show in his own good time the truth of that work, " He hath sent Me to 
bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives ; and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound." 

We respectfully inquire, " Are these things so ? Is this picture a true repre- 
sentation of the condition of the negro in your country? or m how many 
districts of your country is it to be witnessed ? Does it prevail where hallowed 
and soul-cheering revivals of religion have been experienced? Are slave- 
dungeons to be found in or near your capital, and within the precincts of your 
legislative halls ? Since you were a federated union, have you joined with your- 
selves ' States' which have been founded on the principle that slaver}' should be 
maintained in them? Have you, indeed, extended your arms of protection to 
the few white planters and merchants, that in those States they may be able to 
bear down, lead captive, and place 'heavy burdens' on hundreds of thousands of 
suppliant negroes ? Have you seen the place of negro worship in your largest city 
torn down, the church of one of your most distinguished preachers rifled, his 
house assaulted, and his person endangered, because he had advocated the 
claims of humanity, and pleaded for the negro? Have you witnessed the 
furious denunciations, the threatenings of slaughter, the conspiracies and con- 
vulsions, which have been used against our countryman and his fellow-labourers 
in your land, because they laboured to convince and enlighten the citizens of 
America, that it was ungenerous, unjust, and disgraceful to hold any man, black 
or white, in bonds and chains, in slavery and oppression, who had committed 
nothing against the people or customs of their fathers ? Are these things known 
to you, and what have you done ?" 

We do not ask, brethren, are you not apprehensive that to uphold such a 
system may be to cherish a viper in your bosom, and nourish with fearful power 
a volcano in the bowels of your country : we need not describe security under 
such circumstances as the confidence of one who hangs over a precipice, or who 
reposes under an impending avalanche ; but we hesitate not to affirm, that to 
maintain slavery is to violate the first laws of nature, and to trample on the 
dearest rights of man, — those rights which no man could give, but which God 
has established in the economy of human existence ; and which, being justly 
called NATURAL rights — such as are Hfe and liberty — need not the aid of human 
laws to become more effectually invested in every man than they are ; neither 
do they receive additional strength when declared by the municipal law to be 
inviolable. Yet we venture to remind you, that " the Declaration of American 



224 



An Expostulation with 



Independence " has uttered, with an emphasis not greater than the importance 
of the subject demands, as self-evident truths, that " all men are created equal ; 
that they are endowed by tlie Creator with certain inalionable rights ; that 
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ; that, to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from 
the consent of the governed : that whenever any form of government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and 
to institute new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and 
organizing its power in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to ofTect 
their safety and happiness." Were weapons of war honourably employed by 
your fathers, seventy years ago, to establish these principles in theory, and 
would they be unjustly wielded b}- three millions of negroes, to illustrate their 
universal application ? 

Mr. Poinsett, one of your distinguished citizens, and a servant of your govern- 
ment, has said — and his language expresses the common feeling of your people 
— that the circumstances to which the United States owe their prosperity "twill 
be found to consist in liberal institutions, wisely and faithfully administered j 
a rigid adherence to the Constitution — without which, one branch of the 
government usurps the prerogatives of another ; a perfect submission to the will 
of the people constitutionally expressed; a universal desire to promote the 
common good, and an intimate union for this end ; a strict and impartial admi- 
nistration of justice ; the Uberty which every one enjoys of employing his time 
and means in improving his condition, without the interference of the govern- 
ment ; the equality of all before the law ; direct and purely popular elections, 
which elevate the character of the mass of the people ; and, lastly, the means 
of education, abundant and cheap, which make the people capable of governing 
fjhiemselves." Is any one of these advantages shared by the negro in your land ? 
But their three millions are a greater number than could be found in all the 
States; when they declared their independence of Britain in the year 1776. 

Mr. Jefferson, another of your most eminent patriots, and for a season a pre- 
sident over all the States, has exclaimed — and hov\r truly ! May not every 
dispassionate observer repeat the exclamation!^ — "What an incomprehensible 
machine is man ! who can endure toil, famine, stripes, imprisonment, and death 
itself, in vindication of his own liberty, and the next moment be deaf to all 
those motives whose power supported him through his trial, and inflict on his 
fellow-men a bondage, one hour of which is fraught with more misery than 
ages of that which he rose in rebellion to oppose. But we must await with 
patience the workings of an overruling Providence, and hope that that is pre- 
paring the deliverance of these our suffering brethren. When the measure of 
their tears shall be full, — when their groans shall have involved heaven itself in 
darkness, — doubtless a God of justice will awaken to their distress, and, by 
diffusing light and liberality among their oppressors, or, at length, by his exter- 
minating thunder, manifest his attention to the things of this world, and that 
they are not left to the guidance of a blind fatality." Do you await, brethren, 
for "the exterminating thunder" till the groans of the negroes "shall have 
involved heaven itself in darkness ? " Are ye reconciled to be found at that 
day among the guilty throng who shall be charged with filling up the measure 
of the Africans' tears ? 

Do not the words of inspiration explicitly tell us, that God "hath made of 
one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face of the earth ? " Are 
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the negroes men ? Does that one blood flow in their veins ? Compare the 
gushing streams -which, run down their furrowed, becjause scourged backs, with 
the smooth iinraffled current which circulates in your own vessels, and you will 
perceive it " one blood." Does not the golden rule prescribe, " Whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them." And were the 
condition of the negroes to be reversed, and were you in bonds in slavery such 
as theirs, what M'ould ye that they should do ? W ould you desire these men 
to render unto you even the measure of youc own dealing toward them for three 
hundred years ? Does not the universal law of our Lord enjoin, " Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself." And who is your neighbour, has been already 
answered by the deeply interesting story of the good Samaritan, after wXiom 
example we have been comm.anded to conform ourselves. 

To you, our fellow-Christians, we say, what is the price with which ye were 
redeemed? Was it not by the blood of him who instructed liis disciples, 
saying, " This is my commandment, that ye love one another as I have loved 
you." He who " was rich, and for our sakes became poor," has enjoined on us 
that we should exhibit the same mind in us which was also in him. But is 
slavery in your country conformable to this stimdard— is it according to this 
rule And is it true that professing Christians advocate, or even palliate, such 
a system ? Are teachers of religion silent on this subject ? Do Christians of 
high profession and serious pretensions to godliness sanction this robberj'^ by 
their practice } Do servants of Christ Jesus partake in the evil deeds of an 
oppression so cruel and unnatural j and minister in holy things, while the "liire 
of the labourers who have reaped down their fields, which is of them kept back 
by fraud, erieth ; and the cries of them who have reaped are entered into the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth ?*'" It is reported commonly among us, brethren, 
that there is such injustice in American churches ! 

Wc have heard of urgent excuses and pretexts for the past conduct and the 
present condition of the public mind among you, and it is not our province to 
judge or set at nought our brethren ,' we cannot weigh every consideration, nor 
estimate every difficulty.— It has been said that each State "retains as its prero- 
gative, legislation for its internal economy; and that the federation of the 
United States cannot interfere by its Congress between the several States and 
their own assemblies : That discussion would occasion intestine commotion — 
perhaps a disruption of the States ; while there would be dang*ir of exciting the 
negroes.— That there are many serious difficulties we believe .; the way of sin is 
down-hill ; and we sympathise with many of you in the impending danger. 
We fear God may himself come forth from his hiding-place, and make inqui- 
sition for blood. We know that the elements of nature, fire and water, are his 
messengers ; and that he holds the hearts as well as the hands of men subser- 
vient to his government, and can make all these his ministering spirits. Much 
of your national prosperity may be involved in his controlling direction of these. 
We have learned that it is then, when men are most in danger of rejoicing in 
their prosperity and the success of thuir achievements, that he comes near them 
to take cognizance of their inconsistencies and transgressions. 

You have already contended with and overcome greater difficulties, than will 
be found in the way of the enfranchisement of the negroes. Your national 
independence was secured amidst many dangers and sacrifices ; but that was 
not to wipe away so foul a stain as slavery is upon your banner. War was 
again brought to your door, but you were enabled to resist the invader. You 
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have opened paths in the forest/ reared cities in the wilderness, and found ports 
in every quarter of the world for your produce and your commerce. You have 
risen from being a colony of outcast pilgrim-fathers to occupy an equality with 
the greatest nations, and to be welcomed as a confederate with the most 
renowned empires on the earth. No menace can daunt you, and no foe dare to 
insult you. Your sails are unfurled, and your standard floats in every region, 
on every sea, and before every wind. You have become great. We have 
perused with admiration your pious resolutions to supply every family in parti- 
cular States with Bibles, and to circulate that sacred volume in every hamlet of 
your favoured laud. We know not if you included the negro race in the 
generous resolution — and yet such a boon would almost appear like heaping 
insult upon injury upon those from whom the laws withhold the privilege of 
learning to read — but if so, then surely we may plead with you for the blessing 
of natural and civil liberty for those who have never forfeited their rights. We 
have been told of your simultaneous subscriptions and zealous efforts for 
missions among the Indians, and for the Mississippi Vale. O could you not put 
forth the same godlike benevolence for the African people Ultimately you 
will find it both more pleasant, and more safe and easy, to do justice, to love 
mercy, to undo the heavy burdens, and let the oppressed go free, than it is to 
do evil with both your hands. With what renovated energy, with what moral 
power, with what hallowed consistency and honourable courage, will you then 
be able to go vp to the work of the Lord, and seek his favour. Then will that 
* righteousness which exalteth a nation be wrought by you in peace ; and the 
career of your glory will be like the path of the just, which shineth brighter 
and brighter until the perfect day. As you have become great, so will you then 
appear groorf ; and your name among the nations will be as ointment poured 
forth. You will have wiped out, from your banner of liberty, that dark stain 
which is pointed at with derision by the scorning of every despot, and every 
enemy of the rights of man. You will no longer be an abettor of the least 
enlightened, the lowest, the most bigotted and barbarian of the nations of the 
earth, in their oppression of their fellow-men ; and it will not be true that you 
give countenance to the most savage traffic, the most appalling cruelties, the 
most iniquitous desolations and bereavements, the most guilty, depraved, and 
ruinous violation of the social and domestic rights, sympathies, and intercourse 
of man, whic^ have been so long practised, and are still, alas! extensively 
inflicted, by men boasting of their civilization, upon the inhabitants of Africa, 
by the ravages of the slave-trade, and the horrors of the middle passage ; when 
these victims of lust and rapine are carried to a western market. Rise, ye 
children of our forefathers — quit you like men — be strong, be just, and fear not. 
Let your righteousness shine forth as the light, and your judgment as the noon- 
day. 



227 



JAMAICA.— RIOTOUS INTERRUPTION OF A BIBLE SOCIETY 

MEETING. 

We understand that a meeting' was held in the Court-House, at St. Ann's 
Bay, on Friday evening, the 25th ult., at which the Rev. Mr. Thompson, agent 
for the British and Foreign Bible Society, and several of the missionaries in that 
parish, were present. The meeting was numerously attended by the apprentices 
in the town and neighbourhood, and but for a few mischievous individuals, no 
doubt much good would have resulted. It is reported that the principal disturber 
of the harmony of the meeting, was the head constable for the parish, the noto- 
rious S. Drake. This man is said to have gone about amongst those negroes who 
were not sufficiently near the platform to hear what was said by the different 
speakers, and told them that the object of the meeting- was to bind the appren- 
tices to serve seven years longer. The infamous fabrication obtained among 
those poor ignorant creatures who knew not how to appreciate the character of 
the Rev. Gentlemen present, and the misled portion of the assembly rushed for- 
ward with clubs, and knocked down the hands of those who supported the 
passing of the resolutions proposed for adoption in the customary way, and, but 
for the prudence of the conductors of the meeting, who, perceiving the confusion 
created, dispensed with this formal passing of the resolutions, Mr. Head- 
Constable might have learnt that he had kindled a fire bej-ond the power of 
himself and his assistants to extinguish. To show how tenacious the apprentices 
are in regard to the point adverted to, we need only to add that the statement 
made, that there was a design in existence to protract the term of apprenticc- 
,ship, has spread throughout the parish, and produced the most intense interest ; 
and though we are credibly informed that the different missionaries have given 
full and explicit explanations to their several congregations, as to the nature and 
design of the meetingat the court-house, with the intention to disabuse the minds 
of the negroes, yet a great deal of manifest suspicion exists among them. We 
should like to know what punishment ought to be considered sufficient for such 
miscreants as those capable of conduct such as we have described. Our readers 
would say, transportation from the island would be too good for them. 

Jamaica Watchman. 



SLAVERY UNDER THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY'. 

There are no papers on Slavery under the head of Bombay in the collection, 
although it is evident that there have been communications from that presidency 
to the Court of Directors, on the subject, and a minute on slavery by Mr. 
Duncan, the Governor of Bombay, is referred to. A few incidental notices on 
slavery in Bombay are, however, intermingled with the Bengal and Madras 
papers, from which we extract the following. 

In 1793 two natives of Tellicherry convicted of decojdng children, and selling 
them as slaves, were sentenced to be flogged through Telhcherry, and then sent 
to Bombay for the purpose of being transported to the Andamans : and the 
Commissioners for Malabar wrote soon after to the chief at Tellicherry : — 

" Finding it asserted by Shamanath that the practice of shipping kidnapped, 
and other natives as slaves, from the several ports on thip coast, is still more or 
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less continued, notwithstanding the various prohibitions wiiich have been issued 
against a practice so nefarious, so destructive, and so inhuman, in whatever 
light considered, we do think it our duty to require your most unremitted atten- 
tion to prevent any such transaction in time to come." 

It had been the custom at Tellicherry, that on the sale of a slave both parties 
should appear before the chief of the factory, and proof was required that the 
slave had been legally acquired by the seller, in default of which the slave was 
liberated; but after the English acquired possession of the whole of Malabar* 
this wholesome custom fell into disuse, and the practice of kidnapping re- 
commenced. 

In 1796, the Bombay government wjis applied to by the king of Johanna, for 
protection against the people of the north of Madagascar, who, assisted by the 
French, had attacked his dominions, and carried off many of his people into 
slavery ; the king olTered to surrender his dominions to the English, but this 
was declined by the Bengal government, who desired that a supply of muskets 
and ammunition should be sent to him, and that his envoys at Bombay might en- 
list any seapoys who were willing to go with them. 

The Bombay government having established a plantation for cassia, &c., at 
Rhandatana, in Malabar, Mr. Brown, the Superintendent, informed the Factor}' 
at Calicut, in 1798, that in consequence of the difficulty he found in procuring a 
sufficient number of labourers, he had purchased according to the custom of the 
country, about forty-five Pooliiars, men, women, and children, whom he found 
very useful. The factory replied that they could not sanction this proceeding, 
till they had the Government's order on the subject, but the latter approving, 
Mr. Brown was authorized to purchase as many Poolliars as he required. This 
led to the encouragement of kidnapping in a large scale, which was afterwards 
brought to light, and has already been described in the Madras papers. 

In 1799, a boy who had been stolen, and kept in slavery for ten years, was li- 
berated on the ground that he had not originally been brought before the chief 
at Tellicherry for registration ; the chief and factory declared at the same time, 
" that the utmost vigilance and pains have been constantly exerted by them to 
put a stop to so nefarious a practice, and that they had in numerous instances 
been successful in discovering persons in a state of slavery, who had been kid- 
napped and sold even as far as Bombay, and had the satisfection of returning 
them to their families." 

In 1808, a man was convicted of steaUng a child at TeUicherr}', and he was 
sentenced to imprisonment and jhard [labour for three years, and to receive 
twenty-four stripes with a rattan. 

In 1812, the Bengal Government with reference to the regulations of 1811, 
prohibiting the importation of slaves into Bengal, and also to the Act of Parlia- 
ment of 1811, directed the Bombay Government to pass a similar regulation, 
which was accordingly done, the importation of slaves being prohibited by land 
and sea. by Regulation 1, of 1813. 

In 1816, the Advocate General at Bombay, gave his opinion that the object of 
the legislature in the Act of 1811, was indisputably to put an end to slavery in 
any shape, within the sphere of British jurisdiction ; this being referred to Ben- 
gal, the Advocate General there gave his opinion that the legislature did not in- 
tend to emancipate those who were at the time slaves, but that the Act of 1811, 
was intended to prevent the trade and traffic in future. The Advocate General 

Bombay, also gave., his,. pj^inionj^ that no person whatever, residing in the 
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British territorj', can either directly or indirectly assist in. restoring any slave who 
may have escaped into the British territories, without incurring the penalty of 
transportation. On these points the Bengal government decided that the Act of 
Parliament did not interfere with the relations already legally existing between 
masters and slaves, and that a slave, by entering the Company's territory/ does 
not become free, and further, that the removal or importation of slaves by land 
is not prohibited. 

Connected with these proceedings Mr. Elphinstone, the Resident at Poonah, 
stated that he had received an application from the widow of Nanah Furn£.vese, 
the late prime minister of the Mahratta State, for the restoration of eight slaves 
of hers, who had fled to Tannah, and that there were similar complaints from 
our own seapoys and followers. Mr. Carnac, the resident at Baroda, also re- 
presented that many slaves had run away from the Guicowars territories, in con- 
sequence of the protection they received in the British dominions, since he had 
entertained doubts of the propriety of interfering in their apprehension. The 
doubts entertained by these gentlemen, and by the Bombay government,' as to 
the propriety of interfering in restoring runaway slaves were, however, set at 
rest by the decision of the Bengal government, as abovementioned, and the 
Governor General observed '* that with reference to the extent to which domestic 
slavery exists in India, under the established laws and usages of the Hindoos 
and Mahommedans, and to the known habits and feelings of the people relative 
to that point, it is desirable that the greatest care should be observed, to guard 
against the prevalence of an impression among the natives that, any general or 
direct interference in the existing relation of master and slaves is contemplated 
by Government." 

In 1819, Capt. Briggs, the political agent in Candeish, informed Mr. Elphin- 
stone that an application having been made to hjm for permission to purchase 
some slaves, he found the slaves in question were some young women and girls, 
who had been purchased in Berar from persons who said they had got them 
during a late scarcity there. Captain Briggs stated that the practice of carrying 
of children from one part of the country to sell in another part, was not unusual 
amongst the Mahratta Wemjarries, who had brought these slaves to Candeish ; 
and he requested to be informed if the practice of carrying about slaves for 
sale, of which many instances had lately been brought to his notice, was still to 
be permitted. To this Mr. Elphinstone replied that, " the sale of slaves as de- 
scribed in the above-mentioned letter is to be permitted, but all attempts to 
carry off young people by force, will be punished in the severest manner." This 
reply being brought to the notice of the Bengal government, Mr. Elphinstone 
was required to state the grounds of his opinion regarding the expediency of 
permitting the sale of slaves ; as " independently of the general question as to to- 
lerating the continuance of slavery, it is supposed to be very difficult to prevent 
the carrying off of young people by force or stealth, and other practices, if the 
sale be permitted." 

Mr. Elphinstone replied, that his ''reason for permitting the sale of slaves 
was the general principle of not interfering with the laws of the country, 
strengthened in this instance by an indistinct recollection of having received 
icstriictions founded on that principle tiifee or four years ago," wlien in doubt 
whether he ought to restore slaves who might take refuge in the cantonments of 
the Poonah subsidiary force. The Bengal government, however, decided, that 
as the importation of slaves by land and sea, and the sale of such slaves, were 
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strictly prohibited under the presidency of Fort William, "his lordship is not 
aware of any sufficient objection to the extension ol" a similar prohibition to the 
territories conquered from the late Peishwa;" and instructions to that effect 
were accordingly issued by the Bombay government. 

Another ease of a similar nature occurred about the same time in Ahmed- 
nuggur, on which Mr. Chaplin, the Commissioner in the Beccan (who had just 
succeeded Mr. Elphinstone), observed, " I conceive that any restrictive measure 
that should at once put a stop to the sale of slaves, would be an innovation 
which would trench materially, not only on long-established customs, but on 
the rights of private property. Whether this species of servitude, or, rather, of 
mild bondage, is eventually to be continued, under certain modifications, or to 
be abolished entirely, is a question which is probably now under consideration ; 
but as the importation of slaves from the Nizams frontier, in consequence of the 
security which prevails there, has of late greatly increased, the subject of your 
letter will be referred to the Hon. the Governor in Council. Whatever eventual 
evil may result from the continuance of the traffic, it is certainly, I think, the 
means, at the present moment, of much actual good, inasmuch as it has the 
effect of preserving the lives of numbers of parents and children who would 
otherwise perish from famine." 

Thus the opinions of both Commissioners in the Deccan were against abo- 
lishing the importation and sale of slaves in the newly-acquired districts ; yet 
the measure was enforced by the Bengal government, and there is no intimation 
of its having been attended with any ill effects. 

There is no direct reference to agricultural slavery in the Bombay provinces 
(from which Tellicherry has been separated, and placed under Madras), from 
which it may be inferred that either it does not exist, or is very rarely to be met 
with ; but from the above notices, scanty as they are, it may be concluded that 
domestic slavery is by no means uncommon. Subjoined arc some notices of 
slavery in Malwa, a part of which belongs to the British, though it is chiefly 
occupied by native princes. 

Extract from Sir John Malcolm's Report on Malwa, dated Feb, 11, 1821. 

Slavery in Malwa is chiefly limited to females ; but there is, perhaps, no pro- 
vince in India where there are so many slaves of this sex. The dancing-girls 
are all purchased when young by the nakins, or heads of the different sects, 
who often lay out large sums in these purchases ; female children and grown-up 
young women are bought by all ranks. Among the Rajport chiefs these slaves 
are very numerous, as also in the homes of the principal Brahmins ; the usage, 
however, descends to the lowest ranks, and few merchants or cultivators with 
any property are without mistresses or servants of this description. Male slaves 
are rare, and never seen but with some men of rank and property, with whom 
they arc usually the confidential servants. There are a variety of ways in which 
slaves are procured in Malwa ; numbers date their condition from a famine or 
scarcity, when men sold their children to those who were able to support them, 
with the natural view of preserving the lives of their offspring, at the same -time 
that they obtained means of protracting their own. A great number of the 
slaves of Malwa (come) from Rajpootana, where the excesses of the Mahrattas 
drove the inhabitants to exile, and to such distress as to be compelled to part 
with their children. But besides these sources of slavery, there are others of a 
TiTtnr«ncfitmirfti~fKsturc. There arc many instances of Rajpoots and men of other 
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tribes, particularly Soandees, selling the children whom they have by their 
slaves, and who are deemed to be born in a state of bondage. This only takes 
place when the father is in distress, or when he is tempted by a large price. 
The sale, however, of the offspring of these women by other fathers than their 
masters is more common. The slaves bred (to use a term suited to their own 
condition) in this manner are not numerous ; but the further demand is supplied 
by the Binjarries, who import females into and from Guzerat and other coun- 
tries, whicli they usually pretend to have bought ; and by the tribe of Gwarriah, 
who have been noticed as open and professed stealers of female children. When 
these slaves are bought, an inquiry is made as to their tribe, and the general 
answer (particularly from the Gwarrialis) is, that they are Rajpoots. The chil- 
dren are taught to make pretensions to high birth, and daily instances occur of 
whole families losing caste in consequence of their being too hastily credited. 
When persons of inferior tribes discover their daughters, or husbands their 
betrothed wives, in the house of Brahmins, which often happens, the latter are 
compelled to undergo long and expensive penances, to recover the purity from 
which they and their family have fallen, in consequence of being defiled by 
intercourse with females so far below them. It is a remarkable fact, and one of 
the few creditable to the late community of the Pindarries, that among the 
numerous prisoners of all ages and sexes whom they took, though they employed 
thein as servants, gave them to their chiefs, and accepted ransoms for them from 
their relations, they never sold them into bondage, nor carried on, like the 
Binjarries, a traffic in slaves. Females in Malwa, except in times of scarcity, 
or general distress from any cause (when they are very cheap), are sold from 
40 to 50, to 100 and 1.50 rupees ; the price is accordant with their appearance. 
They have been at times an article of considerable commerce, many being 
annually sent to the southward, particularly to the Poonah territories, where 
they sold high. This trade, which has of late years decreased, was principally 
carried on by the Mahratta Brahmins, some of whom amassed great "Sums by 
this shameless traffic. Male slaves, it has been stated, are few in Malwa, and 
are generally treated more like adopted children than menials. The case is 
very diffisrent with females, who, almost in every instance, are sold to prosti- 
tution; some, it is true, rise to be favorite mistresses of their master, and 
enjoy both power and luxury, while others are raised by the success in life of 
their sons : but these are exceptions. The dancing-womcB, who are all slaves, 
are condemned to a life of toil and vice for the profit of others, and some of the 
first Rajpoot chiefs and zemindars in Malwa, who have from 50 to 200 female 
slaves in their family, after employing them in all the menial labours of their 
house during the day, send them at night to their own dwellings, where they 
are at liberty to form such connexions as they please : but a large share of the 
profits of that promiscuous intercourse into which they fall is annually exacted 
by their masters, who adds any children they happen to produce to his list of 
slaves. The female slaves in this condition, as well as those of the dancing- 
sets, are not permitted to marry, and often very harshly treated ; so that the 
latter, from this cause, and the connexions they form, are constantly in the 
habit of running away. If discovered, they are always given up, provided the 
deed of purchase can be produced, which with them, above all others, must be 
registered at the cutwall's chabootre, at the period the slave is bought. It is 
not the habit of the native governments of Malwa to lake any cognizance of 
the punishment which masters inflict upon slaves, except such extend to their 
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life, when they are responsible ; they are in some cases cruelly treated, but this 
is not general ; it is, indeed, against the interest of the master to do so, when 
there are so mo,ny ways of escaping from his authority. The state of Malwa 
for the last thirty years has been favourable to the species of slavery described^ 
and that province is filled with the mixed progeny of these unfortunate women. 
This traffic must, however, now decrease, as the Gwarriahs and others who 
carried it on can no longer steal or conceal children with that confidence of 
impunity which they had long done. A few years ago, no man dared leave liis 
own district to inquire after his wife and daughters ; the whole country can be 
now traversed in safety. From this cause, and the discoveries of guilt that 
have recently been made, these stealers of women and children have taken 
alarm, while the restitution to their relatives of slaves, bought at high prices, 
must fleter future purchasers. 



BARBADOES.— WORKING OF THE ABOLITION LAW. 

It would seem as if the abolition law is working in any other way than that 
which is favourable to the apprentices, if we are to judge from a statement which 
appeared in the Neto Times newspaper, published in that island. It appears 
that a female prsedial, named Nancy Hannal, attached to the Osborne's planta- 
tion, is the wife of Thomas Collins, another prandial, attached to a neighbouring 
plantation called Kendal ; that Nancy has always been in the habit of spending 
the time allowed her by law with her husband ; that being far advanced in 
pregnancy, during one of these visits, on Sunday night, she was seized with the 
pangs of labour, which continued to the Friday following, when she was deli- 
vered of her first-born ; that from weakness she was confined to her husband's 
house for four weeks, which, together with the one she was in travail, made five 
weeks she was away from the property to which she belongs. During this time 
the husband made repeated applications to her overseer for surgical aid, nourish- 
ment, food, &c., for Nancy, but was uniformly refused, on the ground that Nancy 
was not on the plantation, and therefore had not entitled herself to any assist- 
ance whatever. Th5 poor fellow Collins was thus compelled to make what 
shifts he could for her recovery, though " when able to work another was to 
enjoy the fruits of her labour." But this was not all ; — after Nancy had come 
out of confinement, and returned to her work at Osborne's, the overseer cited 
her husband, Thomas Collins, before Captain Hutchinson, stipendiary special 
justice of the district, for having harboured his wife Nancy for five weeks. Poor 
Collins was convicted of the harbouring, and sentenced to pay 6s. per day for 
the 26 working days his wife was absent, which, if he fails to pay within a 
given time, he is to be flogged ! The reader will be able to judge in what con- 
sists the difference between the slavery and the apprenticeship of this unfortu- 
nate man. 
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The Foreign Slave Trade ; A Brief Account 
qf its State, of the Treaties which have been 
entered into, and of the Laws enacted for 
its Suppression, from the date of the Englihs 
Abolition Act to the Present Time. Lon- 
don : John Hatchard and Son, 187, Pic- 
cadilly. 1837. 

The work mow before us has just 
been published by some friend of the 
slave, wlio appears thoroughly informed 
on the facts of the whole case, and by 
which the assertion so often made by 
speakers at Anti-slavery Meetings is 
fully substantiated, that, notwithstand- 
ing all the toil and treasure expended 
by Great Britain towards the extirpa- 
tion of the Slave Trade, there is at. the 
present moment actually more of :this 
infernal traffic carried on than at any 
former period. The first part of the 
pamphlet is occupied with summary 
details of the neo'ociations carried on 
between Great Britain and the several 
European governments; but this part 
of the work has been already, or will 
bu in future numbers, referred to in the 
iirtlcles in our pages under the title of 
"Foreign Slave Trade." The latter 
part is devoted to the present condition 
of the traffic in the human species ; the 
several governments by which it is fos- 
tered ; and the markets where, with 
unblusliing effrontery, and in spite of 
*:tipulations, and treaties, and contracts, 
it is yet carried on to a frightful extent. 
It really calls more upon our philoso- 
phy, or forbearance, or Christian prin- 
ciple, than we well know how to meet, 
to be assured, notwithstanding all 
the efforts of British philanthropists, 
and all the negociations of British states- 
men, and all the treasure of the British 
public, that, so fa? from the traffic being 
extinguished, it is actually carried on 
to a more fearful extent than ever; and 
that the very endeavours of our cruisers 
to prevent the evil only aggravate the 
sufferings of the hapless beings who are 
caught in the fangs of these man-mon- 
sters. One almost sickens to belong to 
the same human nature with the beings 
who couid perpetrate the barbarities 
we shall in subsevjueat pages detail; 



but if we sicken at the detail, what 
must it be to endure ? Let us beseech 
our readers, instead of closing the book 
in disgust, to cast about in their minds, 
and ask. Is there no possible way in 
which I can do soraethmg towards the 
removal of this infernal traffic from the 
world in which I live ? Let him talk 
about it in every company he enters ; 
let him implore the God of justice to 
avenge the cry of the oppressed ana 
down-trodden African; and let him. 
encourage, by his countenance and 
contributions, those devoted philanthro- 
pists in this country who are banded 
together to extirpate this hydra evil 
from the human family. 

The appalling facts connected rrhh 
the carrying on this inhuman traffic 
were freely circulated in this country 
during the period that we were parties 
to the guilt ; but many years have since 
transpired, and most of the reading 
public of this day, \ especially the 
younger portion of them, are little 
aware of the atrocities perpetrated, 
from the moment the innocent victims 
are captured and led away from their 
homes, to the close of their miserable 
lives: the following extracts are given 
from travellers of a later date than thoso 
of Mungo Park; and are intended to 
show that the same features of infamy 
and cruelty characterize the trade now, 
as it did in former years. 

Extracts from Major Gray's Travels 
in Africa: 1818 to 1821:— 

"I had an opportunity of witnessing, 
during this short march, the new-raade 
slaves, and the sufferings to which they are 
subjected on their first state of bondage. 
They were hurried along (tied, as I befoie 
stated) at a pace little short of running, to 
enable tliem to keep up with the horsemen, 
who drove them on as Smitbfield drovem 
do fatigued bullocks ; many of tlie womea 
were old, and by no means able to endure 
such treatment. One in particular was ut 
least sixty years old, in the most miserable 
state of "emaciation and debility, nearly 
doubled together, and with difficulty drag- 
ging her tottering limbs nlong. She was 
naked, save from her waist to about half- 
way to her knees ; all this did not prevent 
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her infiumnn cnptor from mnlcing her carry 
a heavy load of water, while with a rope 
about her neck he drove her before his 
horse j and whenever she showed the least 
inclination to stop, he heat her in the most 
unmerciful manner with a sticb. 

" The, suft'erings of the poor slavps during 
a march of nearly eifflit hours, partly under 
an excessively hot sun, and east wind, 
heavily laden with water, of which they 
were allowed to drink very sparingly, and 
travelling barefoot on a hard and^ broken 
soil, covered with thorny underwood, rnay 
be more easily conceived than described. 
One young woman, who had for the first 
time become a mother two days only before 
she was taken, and whose cliild, being 
thought by her captor too young to be woith 
savin^;, was thrown by the monster into its 
burning hut, from whicii the flames had 
just obliged the mother to retreat, suffered 
so much from the swollen state of her bo- 
som, that her moans might frequently bo 
heard at the distance of some hundred 
yards ; when rt^fusing to go on, she im- 
rplored her fiend-like captor to put an end 
■to her existence. 

'* A man also lay down, and neither 
blows, entreaties, nor threats of death, 
could induce him to move. Never did I 
. witnes? (nor indeed did I think it possible 
that a human being could endure) such 
toitures as were inflicted on this man." 

From Major Denharn's narrative : — 

" The ground around the well (at Mesh- 
. roo in Jezzan) is! strewed with human ske- 
letons of tlie staves who have arrived ex- 
hausted witli thirst and fatigue. Every 
few miles a skeleton was seen throu}vh the 
whole day. About sun-set we halted ncav 
a well, within half a mile of Mesliroo. 
Round this spot were lying more than oUe 
hundred skeletons, some of them with the 
. skin still remaining attached to the bones. 
" We bivouacked m the midst of these 
unearthed remains of the victims of perse- 
cuti07i and avarice, after a long day's jour- 
ney of twenty-six miles, in the course of 
which, one of our party counted one hun- 
dred and seven of the skeletons. 

** During the last two days we had passed 
on an average from sixty to eighty or ninety 
skeletons each day ; but the numbers that 
lay about the welts at El Hamraar, were 
countless. 

" If the hundreds, nay, the thousands of 
skeletons, that whiten in the blast between 
this place and IVIoursuh, did not, of them- 
selves,' tell a tale repl<^te 'witlj woe, the dif- 
frrmice of appearance in all shu'es here 
(n here tliey iire fed tolenibly) and tlie state 
- in wl'ich- they usaalty arrive- - ia Fezzan, 



would but too clearly prove the acuteness 
of the sufferings which commence on their 
leaving the negro country." 

Extracts from narratives by Major 
Dcnliam, Capt, Clapperton, and Dr. 
Oudiiey : — 

" Near the wells of Omah, numbers of 
human skeletons, or parts of skeletons, lay 
scattered on the sands, not even a littlo 
sand thrown over them. 

'* While I was dozing on ray horse about 
noon, overcome by the heat of the eixn, 
which at that time of the day always shone 
with great povi'er, 1 was suddenly awoke by 
a crashing under his feet, which startled 
me excessively. I found that my steed 
hud, without any sensation of fear or alarm, 
stepped upon the perfect skeletons of two 
human beings, cracking their brittle bones 
under his leet, and, by one trip of his foot, 
separating a skull from the trunk, which 
rolled on like a ball before him. 

* •» » * * 

"This treat)' of alliance was confirmed 
by the Sheikh's receiving in marriage the 
daughter of the Sultan of Mandara, and the 
marriage-portion was to be the produce of 
an immediate expedition into the Kerdy 
country, called Musgow, to tlie south-east 
of Mandara, by the united force, of th© 
Sheikh and the Sultan. The results -^er© 
as favourable as the most savage confede- 
racy could have anticipated : thi'ee thou- 
sand unfortunate wretches were dragged 
from their native wilds and sold to perpe- 
tual slavery; while probably; doublO that 
number were ^crificed to obtain them. 

" Drrkulla was quickly burnt, and another 
smaller town near it ; and the few- inhabi- 
tants that were found in them> who were 
chiefly infants and aged perswis, unable to 
escape, were put to death without mercy, or 
thrown into the flames. At least twenty 
tJiousand poor creatures were slauglitered, 
and three-fourths of that number, at least, 
driven into slavery."' 

Extract from the narrative of a resi- 
dence at Sierra Leone, by Mr. Ran- 
kin : — 

"The Gulf of Guinea is studded with 
fleets of prison-ships that steal into every 
river, and forcibly convey to the New 
World from the Old the population of king- 
doms. The old and new Calabar, the 
Bonny, Whiduh, and the Gallinns, contri- 
bute m inexbaustsblc supply ibr the French 
islands of the West Indies, Rio Janeiro 
Havannah, and the Brazils ; where, not 
withstanding every opposition and hinder- 
ance from the British cruizers, one hundred 
thousand are supposed to arrive in safety 
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annually, Bve tlmoa that number having' 
been lost by capture or death. 

** To supply an am ual demand of half a 
million, the captives in Ciisunl wsirrure, the 
criminals justly condenkned, and even the 
ofi'ending members of tlio Furrah and the 
Renudas, are insulHcient ; and the first 
evil brought into existence by the export 
trade, consists in the revolting methods 
which it introduces of increasing the num- 
ber of slaves. Wars are promoted, strife 
between tribes, as well as between indivi- 
duals, is sedulously fostered ; seeds of 
liatred are industriously sown, that the 
white man may reap the harvest j laws are 
perverted ; the judge is bribed to sacrifice 
the innocent, by the price given for the 
condemned j false accusations are rewarded 
by unjust sentences. Witchcraft, a crime 
more easily asserted than disproved, is 
found particularly to increase, and the in- 
quisitors discover, in their favorite ordeal 
of boiling oil, or the poisonous red water, a 
convenient assistant to wealth. 

" Nor is this all : kidnapping, tl»e most 
artificial of crimes, becomes a mode of sub- 
sistence ; social feeling melts before dis- 
trust; and a tribe wliere this practice is 
universal, as the Ibbos, may be regarded 
an aggregation of antagonisms," 

The rer)orts of the British Commis- 
sioners at Sierra Leone, at the Havan- 
na, at Rio de Janeiro, and at Surinam, 
— and of the British Consuls in the 
Brazils, at Bahia, at Maranham, at Per- 
nambuco and at Para, have been filled 
from year to year, with representations 
and complaints of the enormous slave- 
trade carried on (with the exception of 
Sierra Leone) at all those places ; and 
■with complaints, not only in most cases 
of the total indifference of the local 
foreign authorities to the representa- 
tions made to them, but of the counte- 
nance actually afforded to those engaged 
in the trad/', in direct defiance of treaties 
and of laws. It would now be useless 
to give extracts in support of this asser-r 
tion at any length ; a reference to the 
slave.-, trade papers annually laid before 
Parliament for nearly twenty years 
past,, will be abundantly sufficient. 
Tvyo or three extracts, however, are 
given as specimens of the reports aU 
luded to, and first from those at Siebra 
Leone. 

Tlie British Commissioners report, 
under the date of January 6, 1834 : — 

" With reference to the encl^^^^ 
we have to draw your Lordship's notice, to 



the number of Spanish vessels which have 
been condomnoa for slaving in the past 
year, and wliich, heujg the nvornge ntmiher 
that have been c milemned here in former 
yeais, wi uld sliow that there has been, un- 
der the flag (if Spain, no diminution in that 
traffic. Seven vessels under t he Spanish 
flag, were three months ago, trading for 
slaves in one river alone,— -that of Calabar ; 
and twenty-two ships, almost all of the 
same nation, were boarded about the same 
period, by Lieutenant Josiah Thompaon| 
then in command of his Majesty's sloop 
' 'i'rinculo,' now commanding his Majesty's 
brig ' Brisk,' some of which had their water 
and their fuel in, and their platforms laid 
for the reception of slaves. 

" The Portuguese slave vessels, the 
' Rosa,' 'Hebe,' and ' Virtude,' that have, 
within the last three years, been condemned 
here for slaving, were all bound for Cuba, 
into which island, during late years, we 
believe, French vessels imported Vreat 
numbers of slaves from Africa. We have, 
however, pleasure in acquainting your 
Lordship, that we have been informed, that 
the flag of France has not been met with 
lately on thi^ coast in connexion with 
slaving, the treaty between France and 
Great Britain having apparently piit an 
end thereto. It has, however, always been 
found, that when by effectual remedies ap- 
plied, the slave-trade has been suppressed 
under one flag, it rears iis head under 
another. A signal proof of the truth of this 
remark is now atforded by Portugal, the 
first nation that entered into a treaty with 
Great Britain for the repression of that 
traffic. 

"The trafiic in slaves under the Portu- 
guese flag, which, for years past, has been 
almost unheard of, appears now to be car- 
ried on to as great an extent as it was be- 
fore Brazil ceased to belong to Portugal. 

" We have been informed, that tliirty 
Portuguese vessels were, a short time past, 
engaged in slaving in the Bights of Benin 
and Biafra, and the rivers emptying them- 
selves therein ; and we are of opinion, that 
the destination of those vessels would be 
to the Island of Cuba. To the flag of Por- 
tugal has thus been transfen-ed the carrying 
of slaves, which had been so successful 
under that of France." 

^nd January, 1836. 
There is nothing in the experience of 
the past year, to show, that the slave-trade 
of Portuga.1 or of Spain has in any degree 
diminished. With regard to the former, 
we have elsewhere cabled the attention of 
your Lordship to the fact, that all the Por- 
tiiguese Tesseis which have been captured 
during the year 1835, fully laden with 
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laves, were fitted out at Prince's Island, England, pursue the business witli impu> 

nd received their papers and clearances nity." 

rom the provisioniil government of that ... /.r^i 

Settlement. But mal-practices of this na- Abstract of Return of Slave Ships 

ture, on the part of her colonial govern- condemned in the Mixed Commission 

meats, have so long been tacitly permitted. Court at Sierra Leone, from 1st Janu- 

or wholly disregarded by Portugal, that we ary, 1827, to 1st January, 1835 : — 
entertain little hope of any further repre- 
sentations on the subject being effectual." 

Extract from an American paper, 1st 
Nov. 1886 

A recent traveller asserts that " the slave- 
trade is in full operation on the coast of 
Africa. But a few weeks ago, forty-five 
■Spanish vessels to the southward, and 
twenty-five to the northward of the line, 
were engaged in this infernal traffic. We 
regret to learn, that these are chiefly Ame- 
rican built, and such swift sailors as almost 
to defy capture. It seems also, that the 
Portuguese to the southward of the line 
are also extensively engaged in the busi- 
ness, and by the effect of a late treaty with 



A TOUCHING INCIDENT. 
( Extracted from the MeadvUle Statesman.) 

Mb. Editor; — 

The following extract from a letter written by a young- man of 
this village to his friend, is a graphic description of a slave scene very common 
in the South. 

"A few miles below Wheeling, on the side of the Ohio river, a signal was 
made to stop for passengers. We did so ; and it proved to be a negro driver, 
with ten or a dozen slaves, each one with his hand chained to that of his fellow. 
The driver informed the captain, that a few miles below he had forty or fifty 
more men, women, and children, that he wished to take on board. We arrived 
at the place about eleven o'clock, p. m. The driver, captain, and two or three 
others, left the boat, and in an hour returned with the negroes; and the scene 
that followed, I am uttterly unable to describe. 

"Here in this small group, the dearest ties of earth, those ties which make this 
wretched life even tolerable, were severed for ever. Mothers and sisters, parents 
and children, wives and husbands, were here to part, to meet no more on earth. 
And, to add to the gloom of this parting scene, it was night, no house near, 
large weeping willows overhung the bank, underneath which the group were 
gathered, and seemed, in silence to weep over the miseries of man. Nothing 
could be heard save the howling of the wind, the splash of the waves as they 
broke upon the shore, mingled with the lamentation of despair The moon, 
that an hour before had shone forth with aU her wonted loveliness, now veiled 
her fac^ behind a lowering cloud, auu all nature seemed to sympathize with the 
scene. 



Vessels. Slaves. Emancipated. 

Spanish 60 16,964 14,778 

Portuguese 38 5,896 5,384 

Netherlands 8 1,573 1,381 

Brazilian ,36 7,596 6,143 



142 32,029 27,686 



Died before emancipation . 3,707 
Landed at other places than Sierra 
Leone, in consequence of their 
bad state, most of whom pro- 
bably died .... 636 

32,029 
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"Among the nuinber that composed the group, I discovered two, whose grief 
appeared inconsolable; their tear-drops were indeed big witli sorrow. The 
woman I should judge to be about twenty, the man (her husband) about twenty- 
five years of age : both were nearly white, could read well, looked intelligent, 
and I learned were professors of religion. She had an infant at her breast. He 
was to go ; she to remain, I was so near them, that I could hear their parting 
words. 

" ' Oh,' said she, * Tom, we cannot part ! You must not leave me.' 

" ' My girl,* replied he, * we must part ; there is no hope for us.* 
< Well, if we must, we must,' said she. 'But here, Tom,'— taking a small 
Bible from her bosom, — 'here is my Bible; take ;t, and give me yours and 
we will keep them as remembrances : they will ever remind us of each other, 
and of that heaven where we sliall again be united.' 

" All were now on board, except this man ; he stood with one foot on the 
plank, the other upon the shore, and she hung around his neck. His master 
ran out of the vessel in a rage, seized him by the throat, tore them asunder, and 
pushed him into the boat. Slie shrieked, fainted, and fell upon the beach : ho 
tore his hair, and beat his breast, in the wildcot paroxysm of despair. The boat 
was moved ; ixnd, amidst the howling of wind, the splash of the wheels, and 
torrents of rain, were heard the groans and lamentations of the party on board 
answered by those on shore. The scene closed; but never by me to be for- 
gotten. Had I possessed, at that moment, the whole earth, I would have freely 
given ail to have restored those unhappy slaves to each other's arms." 



UNITED STATES CONGRESS. 

Seme in the House of Representatives, on the Presentation of a Ladies' Peti- 
tion for the abolition of Slavery and the Slave-trade, at the Seat of Govei-n- 
ment. 

Mr. John Quincy Adams, ex-President of the United States, said he would 
have the honour of presenting to ihe house the petition of 228 women, the 
wives and daughters of his immediate constituents; and as a part of the speech 
which he intended to make, he would take the liberty of reading the petition. 
It was not long, and would not consume much time. 

Mr. Glascock objected to the reception of the petition. 

Mr. A. proceeded to read that the petitioners, inhabitants of South Wejinouth, 
in the State of Massachusetts, impressed with "the sinfulness of slavery, and 
keenly aggrieved by its existence in a part of our country over which Con- 
gress. 

Mr. Pinckney rose to a question of order. Had the gentleman Irom Massa- 
chusetts a right, under the rale, to read the petition } 

The Speaker said the gentleman from Massachusetts had a right to make a 
statement of the contents of the petition. 

Mr. Pinckney desired the decision of the Speaker as to whether a gentlen)an 
had a right to read a petition. 

Mr. Adams said he was reading the petition as a part of his speech, and he 
took this to be one of the privileges of a member of the house. It was a privi- 
lege which he would exercise till he should be deprived of it by some positive 
act. 
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The Speaker repeated that the gentleman from Massaliusetts had a riglit to 
make a brief statement of the contents of the yjetition. It was not for the 
Speaker to decide whether that brief statement should be made in the g'cnde- 
man's own language, or whether he should look over the petition, and take his 
statement from. that. 

Mr. Adams, at the time my friend from South Carolina ■ 

The Speaker said the genileman must proceed to state the contents of the 
petition. 

Mr. Adams. — I am doing so, sir. 

The Speaker. — Not in the opinion of the chair, 

Mr. Adams. — I was at tliis point of the petition. — " Keenly aggrieved by its 
existence in a part of our country over which Congress possesses exclusive 
jurisdiction in all cases \V'hatever." 

Loud cries of " Order, order." 

Mr. A. proceeded. 

** Do most earnestly petition your honourable body" 

Mr. Chambers of Kentucky rose to a point of order. 
Mr. A. proceeded. 

"Immediately to abolish slavery in the district of Columbia/' 

Mr. Chambers reiterated his call to order, and the Speaker told Mr. Adams to 
take his seat. 

Mr. A. proceeded, (with great rapidity of enunciation, and in a very loud 
tone of voice.) 

" And to declare any human being free, who sets foot upon its soil." 
Mr. Chambers insisted on his point of order, and the Speaker again, with great 
earnestness of manner, told the gentleman from Massachusetts to take his seat. 
Whereupon Mr. A. yielded the floor, 

[The confusion in the Hall at this time was so great that scarcely a word could 
be heard by the reporters.] 

The Speaker presented, in writing, the substance of his decision, that it was 
not in order for a member to read the whole petition if objected to, but that he 
had only the right to make a " brief statement of the contents thereof." 

Mr. Adams said he proposed to withdraw his appeal, in order to save the 
time of the House, if the gentleman from Kentucky would permit him to com- 
plete his *' brief statements of the contents" of the petition. It was indeed so 
brief, that to read the petition in its own language was the briefest statement 
that could be made. 

^Ir. A. then read from the petition, that the petitioners "respectfully an- 
nounced their intention to present the same petition j'early before this honor- 
able body, that it might at least be a memorial in the holy cause of human 
freedom, that they had done wh?,t they could." 

These words were read amidst tumultuous cries for order from every part of 
the House. And order having at length been restored, 

Mr. Adams withdrew his appeal. 

[The district of Columbia contains a population of between 7000 and 8000 
slaves, and is, besides, a great depot for slaves. Packets, fitted up as slave- 
ships, are advertised to sail regularly from the port of Alexandria, in the district 
of Columbia, to New Orleans, the great slave-market for Louisiana.] 
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TESTIMONY OF THE 

The Connecticut Baptist Association, at its 
meeting at Norwich, June 8, passed the 
following — 

Resolved, That all eiForts to awaken the 
church of Christ upon the subject of slavery, 
should be made in the spirit of benevolence, 
with entire dependence on the great Dis- 
poser of events, and with fervent prayer to 
him that slavery may be brought to a speedy 
and peaceable termination. 

Resolved, That thostj lavi'S and usages 
which forbid the teaching of the slave to 
read ; which obstruct assemblies among 
them for the worship of God ; which deny 
to them the sanction of marriage, and which 
allow of the forcible separation of parents 
and children, husbands and wives, are to- 
tally inconsistent with the principles of 
benevolence and the spirit of Christianity. 

The Stonington Union Baptist Association, 
at its meeting at Milltown (North Sto- 
nington) Connecticut, appointed a com- 
mittee on the subject of slavery, who 
submitted the following report, which 
was adopted : 

Your committee on the subject of slavery 
would respectfully submit the following 
report : — 

As it regards tlie sin of slavery, there 
can be no difterence of opinion among the 
members of this body. In its theory it is 
directly opposed to every principle of the 
gospel, while in its practice, it presents to 
the liliilanthropist and the Christian the re- 
volting picture of the destruction of soul 
and body in time and in eternity. No less 
than ten thousand of our own Baptist bre- 
thren are groaning under its iron hearted 
oppression, while many of our own country- 
men are denied the word of God, and the 
most essential means of grace, and indivi- 
dually appealing to us, ia the pathetic lan- 
guage of Scripture, " No man careth for my 
soul." God has heard the voice of our 
brother's blood, crying from the ground, 
and has inquired of us, " Where is thy 
brother V We will not insult the Almighty 
with the reply of the guilty Cain, " Am I 
my brother's keeper V We ought rather 
to acknowledge before God, " We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother!" We are 
loudly called upon for these reasons to ex- 
press our sentiments on this subject. 

1. The stand taken by Christians at the 
South, in attempting to justify their guilty 
course by tlie word of God, would make us 
])artakers of tiieir sins were we to remain 
—siU?a*i- -Duty calls iq>on us to record our 
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names against this perversion of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

2. We are compelled to this course by 
our duty to the slave. The Bible requires 
us to " consider those that are in bonds as 
being bound with them.'' W^hile every 
principle of humanity, as well as religion, 
calls upon us to " break every yoke, and let 
the oppressed, go free." We cannot be 
held guiltless till we have done all we can 
consistently do for the emancipation of the 
slave. 

3. Our own personal liberty compels us 
to this course. 

The question has assuined an exceedingly 
important bearing. It no longer is whether 
southern slavery shall continue as it has 
done, but whether we will surrender the 
liberty of speech, and of the press, and of 
conscience, to perpetuate it t Whether the 
mob and southern slave-holders shall be 
our masters, our dictators, in matters of 
faith and practice 1 We cannot be safe till 
this question has received its final answer 
at our hands. Again, we cannot be safe 
while this national sin, this sin of the 
church, is calling to heaven for vengeance. 
If Jefferson said, " I tremble for my 
country, when I remember that God is 
just," much more does it become us as pro- 
fessed Christians, to tremble before a God 
of justice till we have cleared our garments 
of the blood of the slave. Already, in the 
language of Scripture, *' the blood is up to 
the horses' bridles." Every breeze is waft- 
ing to heaven the story of wrong and op- 
pression ; while the angel of mercy is 
weeping over the melancholy picture, and 
divine justice, which has so long held back 
the deserved blow, is rising up to avenge 
the wrongs of the slave ; and woe to them 
whose door-posts are not sprinkled with 
atoning blood. Silence will not insure our 
safety, while this volcano is gathering the 
elements of destruction, kindling up its 
internal fires, and fearfully augmenting our 
danger witli every hour's delay. 

We speak the language of all the civilized 
world, and of the church, yea, more, of 
Almighty God, when we say, slavery must 
cease. Its doom is sealed. We are not 
particularly solicitous about the mariner of 
its abolition. We are willing the South 
should choose how it shall be abolished, 
while they understand it must be done. 
We are willing to consult the safety and 
interest of the master, and the interest of 
the slave, in all the means we employ for 
the abolition of slaverv. 
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In view of the above facts, your com- 
mittee would recommend the following re- 
solutions : 

Resolved, That we consider the crisis in 
the affairs of our nation and of our church, 
caused by the slavery question, to be one 
of fearful moment to everj' patriot and every 
Christian. 



Resolved, That we recommend to the • 
churches to oppose the sin of slavery with 
the unyielding determination it shall cease 
as soon as is practicable ; and yet to do 
this with all the Christian forbearance and 
devout prayer v/hich the importance of the 
question demands. 

Bradley Miner, Chairman, 



WHAT I HAVE SEEN. 

NVATCiiMAN'of Zion ! say, where hast thou been 
Wandering afar in this dark world of sin ? 
Thy voice is yet lifted to trumpet abroad 
The wrongs of the captive— the mandate of God. 

Say, what hast thou seen on thy perilous path ? 
Hast thou met with the foe, in the pride of his wrath 1 
Say, why dost tliou wear on thy spirit this gloom, 
Has virtue no welcome in Freedom's own home ! 

I liave been 'neath the bland and bright Southern sky, 
But its breezes bore to me the captive's quick sigh ; 
I have press'd its soft carpet of flowering green, 
But wept as I look'd on the loveliest scene. 

For I saw the poor slave as he bow'd to his toil. 
To yield, in his shackles, th' oppressor's rich spoil ; 
And methought, as I pass'd him, his spirit awoke. 
And the look that he gave me imploringly spoke. 

I have been in his hut, at the hour of rest, 
His wife by his side, and^their babe on her breast, 
But transient the bliss that a sweet home could yield, 
Tlieir love had no tenure—their pleasures no shield. 

And I saw these doom'd objects in market enroU'd, 
The image of God, in the slave, bought and sold ; 
And I heard the sad groan, the rent bosom's pain, 
The curse of the mai.*ier and clank of the chain. 

And that father's deep murmurs grew 'vengefully loud, 
And the mother's tears fell, like rain from the cloud, 
And conscious of mis'rj, their babe drew its breatii. 
Their parting strife seem'd as the struggles of death. 

Oh ! that sound smote my ear like the wail of the lost, 
And I turned to the temple of God's chosen host ! 
But its song rose like mock'ry on misery's ear, 
For no voice broke the spell of the captive's despair. 

1 Lave left the drear land of the down-trodden slave. 
For what eye there will pity, what arm can save { 
There is hope where the curse has not vdther'd the soul, 
And oppression shall die 'neath its fearless control. 

Oswego, New York Jan. 6, 1B37, 
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INAUGURAL SPEECH OF THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT. 

Since the publication of our last number, the New York papers have 
iurnished Us with the Ex-president's valedictory address to the legislature 
of the United States ; the interest of which is heightened from its being 
the last public act of a man who for many years has acted so conspicuous 
a part on the stormy element of political life. We are also furnished 
ivith the inaugural speech of the New President, Mr. Van Buren^ which 
may be interpreted as a kind of official programme for the whole term of 
his political ascendancy. We see pretty clearly in this address what we are 
to expect, and what we are not to expect, from him, so far as his persoiial 
or public influence may guide' the course of events. With his sentiments 
on the general matters of political discussion which now agitate that por- 
tion of the world, we have nothing to do. On these points some of the 
papers call him the " unpledged President," free to act just as the tide of 
public feeling may hereafter set in. But there is one matter in which he 
is not "unpledged and that is the only one in which we feel any pecu- 
liar interest. He is the abettor of slavery — the determined foe to aholL 
iionis7n, both in principle atid practice ; and from him neither the slave 
nor his advocate have any thing to expect^ except it be^ malice in all its 
moods, and opposition in all its inveteracy. 

The following is that part of the address which relates to the social 
condition of the States, which, though it has already appeared in various 
public channels, may riot have been noticed by all our readers; upon 
which we shall offer a few concluding remarks : — 

" The last, perhaps the greatest, of the prominent sources of discord and dis- 
aster supposed to lurk in our political condition, was the institution of domestic 
<J;)V(\ry„. .-■■Qji.g-i'.>i-ofiitlw>rs >v 'f_To fTpf ply impressed with the delicacy of this 
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subject, and tliey trentcd it with a forbearance so evidently wise, tTiat, in s^iitc 
of every sinister foreboding, it never, until the present period, disturbed tlic 
tranquillity of our common country. Such a result is sufficient evidence of the 
justice and the patriotism of their course j it is evidence not to be mistaken, that 
an adherence to it can prevent all embarrassment from this as well as from every 
other anticipated cause of difficulty or danger. Have not recent events made it 
obvious to the slightest reflection, that the least deviation from this spirit of for- 
bearance is injurious to every interest, that of humanity included ? Amidst the 
violence of existing passions, this generous and fraternal feeling has been some- 
times disregarded ; and, standing as I now do before my counttymen in this 
high place of honor and of trust, I cannot refrain from anxiously invoking ray 
fellow-citizens never to be deaf to its dictates. Perceiving, before my election, 
the deep interest this subject was beginning to excite, I believed it a solemn 
duty fully to make known my sentiments in regard to it ; and now, when every 
motive for misrepresentation has passed away, I trust that will be candidly 
weighed and understood. At least they will be my standard of conduct in the 
path before me. I then declared that, if the desire of those of my countrymen 
who were favorable to my election was gratified, ' I must go into the Presidential 
Chair the inflexible and uncompromising opponent of every attempt, on the part 
of Congress, to abolish slavery in the district of Columbia, against the wishes of the 
slave-holding States; and, also, with a determination equally decided, to resist 
the slightest interference with it in the States where it exists' I submitted also 
to my fellow-citizens, with fulness and frankness, the reasons which led me to 
this determination. The result authorizes me to believe that they have been 
approved, and are confided in, by a majority of the people of the United States, 
including those whom they most immediately afiect. It now only remains to 
add, that no Bill conflictino with these views can ever ueceive my constitu- 
tional SANCTION. 

These opinions have been adopted in the firm belief, that they are in accord- 
ance with the spirit that actuated the venerated fathers of the republic, and tliat 
succeeding experience has proved them to be humane, patriotic, expedient, 
honorable, and just. If the agitation of this subject was intended to reach the 
stability of our institutions, enough has occurred to show that it has signally 
failed ; and that in this, as in every other instance, the apprehensions of the 
timid, and the hopes of the wicked for the destruction of our Government, are 
again destined to be disappointed. Here and there, indeed, scenes of 
dangerous excitement have occurred; terrifying instances of local violence 
have been witnessed ; and a reckless disregard of the consequences of their 
conduct has exposed individuals to popular indignation ; but neither masses of 
the people, por sections of the country, have been swerved from their devotion 
to the bond of union, and the principles it has made sacred. It will ever be thus. 
Such attempts at dangerous agitation may periodically return, but with each the 
object will be better understood. That predominating affection for our political 
system which prevails throughout our territorial limits ; the cahn and enlightened 
Judgment which ultimately governs our people as one vast body; will always be 
at hand to resist and control every effort, foreign or domestic, which aims, or 
would lesid, to overthrow ouc institutions." 

Now, whatever else we may think of this speech, we must call it open 
and honest. There is no mistake about the matter. "We know what 
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Murtin Van Buren is, and where lie is. And, as he might do the abolition 
cause infinitely more damage by disguised friendship than by open hos- 
tility, the friends to equal rights will expend no effort in courting his aid, 
and suffer no mortification in being denied it. The course is all clear 
before them; having nothing to anticipate from the legislature, their 
whole energies will be expended in turning the current of public feeling 
in a right direction; nothing daunted, and nothing doubting, but that, 
when this is fairly set in, legislators, like that accommodating apparatus 
which we attach to the top of our churches, will very soon find which 
way the wind sets. 

We confess, however, that we were not prepared for this impious 
avowal. From private sources, we had reason to expect a different line 
of conduct. When canvassing among the abolitionists, we understand, 
he had so adroitly managed to conceal his sentiments, as to allay all 
apprehension that he was at heart an enemy to their cause ; and that his 
apparent advocacy of slavery was only adopted as an expedient necessary 
to secure his election. But now, all delicacy is done away with; he 
comes out the bold and uncompromising advocate of things as they are ; 
the lander of all the institutions of his country, slavery not excepted ; 
boasting that *Hhe rights of the humblest individuals shall be respected," 
while one-sixth part of the population have no rights at all ; and the 
other five parts no liberty to present a petition on their behalf. Is this 
America, or is it Algiers ? Is it true, that from our cradle upwards we 
have been told that America is the land of liberty ? 

We must, nevertheless, confess ourselves gratified at this open and 
candid avowal on another ground. The acts of its government give the 
stamp to the character of the people. We are now at no loss in what 
category to place the government of the United States. It is a slave- 
STATE ! Semi-iijrants — semiMaves ! The official declaration of its Pre- 
sident has unequivocally stamped the national character. The Americans 
are not slave-holders from necessity, but from choice. It is not an acci- 
dent in their institutions, not an incubus which they would willingly be 
rid of, not a curse entailed upon them from the former governors of their 
country ; but it is what they relish, Avhat they cling to, what they obsti- 
nately defend. The President has thrown his official egis over the whole 
system ; and, at such a moment as this, he would not have jarred the 
harmony by the expression of a sentiment opposed to public feeling ; or 
put into jeopardy that popularity which his elevation had just secured to 
him. 

The true character of a people, like that of an individual, is more cor- 
rectly ascertained by what is the aspect and bearing of their general acts, 
than by any one solitary instance of legislation. And, with this common- 
place sentiment in the mind, let any one look at the tendency of ail the 
recent^ acts of the American Congress. Have they not had an aspect of 
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deeper degradation and cruelty towards the hapless beings that lie Grouchy 
ing beneath their iron sway ? Their one apparent aim is to render their 
property in Imman flesh more valuable and more secure^; and to effect 
this, they break the spirit of the slave by oppression ; they degrade and 
jnsult those whom they cannot oppress ; they foment and increase the 
prejudice against the whole race ; they stop up all the avenues to his 
education and improvement ; they expatriate, either by force or by fraud^ 
those who have broken through these impediments, and who have ren- 
dered themselves dangerous by holding the power which knowledge has 
put into their hands. If there had been the least wish to rid the States 
of this abomination, the aspect of their legislative acts would have looked 
exactly in the opposite direction. Their first object would have been to 
prevent the increase of the evil ; their ports would have been shut against 
all slave-ships ; thoy would have co-operated with Britain in the destruc- 
tion of the African trade : they would have laid a train first for amelio- 
rating, and then gradually annihilating the entire system. But, instead 
of any tendency towards this, what by-stander does not see that God has 
given them up to a spirit of infatuation, the certain presage of destruction ? 
They are yet preserved, and the elements may discover but very faint 
emblems of a gathering storm ; for " the iniquity of the Amorites is not 
yet fuU.*' But those who stand at a distance, and in a more elevated 
and independent situation, cannot help being forcibly struck with the 
analogy of the American people at the present time, and that of the Is- 
raelites in the days qf Rehoboam ; who " forsook the counsel of the old 
men, and spake after the counsel of the young men, who were grown up 
with him. My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; 
my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scor- 
pions." The American people, if they are wise, will consult the sequel 
of |;his history. If they wish not to hear the cry, Every man to your 
tents, O Israel !" they will retrace their steps, and recollect, ^' that righ- 
teousness exalteth a nation ; but that sin is the destruction of any people." 

The recent demonstration will also enlighten us on another subject : it 
will enable us rightly to estimate the canting hypocrisy of those Ameri- 
cans, the Elliot Cressons, and the Breckenridges, who come over intq 
this country^ and tell us, that their countrymen detest slavery as much as 
we do ; and would fiiin make us believe, that if we would but let them 
alpne, they would eventually, but gradually, abolish the whole system. 
Can there be any truth in these tales .J* Is there one atom of demonstra- 
tion in any of the acts of the general legislature, that such is the goal at 
which they are aiming? Will not the recent declaration of the President 
disabuse the judgment of the most credulous, that such is the course, 
however circuitous, they are desirous of pursuing ? And, will it not have 
the effect of compelling every reflecting citizen, unless he is prepared 
tihrough thick and thin tp defend the system, tp abandon the legislature 
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to its own infatuation, and to join the ranks of those who, by more 
direct, a more righteous, and a more feasible procedure, are aiming to rid 
their country of this foul stain upon its character, this canker-w^orm at the 
root of its institutions, this element of combustion that threatens its 
entire overthrow. 

We have not the least fear that this straw in the path will hinder, for 
a moment, the career of that formidable and increasing band of worthies 
who are pledged to the destruction of this abomination in their beloved 
country. They are not the men to flinch at a President's frown, nor to 
desert a cause because men high in influence and oflice cast a malicious 
sneer upon it. All this will rather stimulate than retard ; and we were, 
therefore, not at all surprised, that the very paper which contains the 
President's Speech, should also contain a highly nervous and animated 
appeal, evidently from a man goaded on to greater energy by the oppo- 
sition thrown in his path. The following remarks are copied from the 
Emancipator, of the 9th of March, five days after the Address was 
delivered. 

** The New President has delivered his Inaugural Address, and taken 
on him the oath and the responsibilities of office. So much of the Ad- 
dress as relates to slavery, a large portion of the whole, will be found in 
another column. We have not time or space to say all we could wish in 
relation to it ; but we confess we did not expect the avowal of such sen- 
timents and such determinations, by one who is, or rather was, the son 
of freedom, the advocate of democratic principles and equal rights, and 
once at least the friend of the colored man ; and, least of all, did we 
expect this speech at such a time, and on such an occasion — in an 
Inaugural Address. But the deed is dona. The devil is unmasked. 
In the face of heaven and earth, the President of these United States 
stands forth, avowedly, the enemy of freedom, the opponent of equal 
rights, the defender of slavery, the slanderer of freedom's friends, and 
the instigator and patron of mobs. About to assume the responsibilities 
of the highest office in the gift of a professedl)' free people, he steps forth, 
with tyrant heart, and face of brass, and lips of slander, and declares the 
eflbrt to give freedom to the enslaved, " injurious to every interest, that 
of humamty included," stigmatizes it as dangerous agitation," the fea- 
ture of sinister design, whose *' object will be better understood" from 
time to time', and as opposed to the *' spirit that actuated the venerable 
fathers of the republic ;" speaks of ^'^ scenes of dangerous excitement," 
" terrifying instances of local violence" and " popular indignation," 
wreaking its vengeance on the heads of the friends of freedom, and 
resolves the whole into " a reckless disregard of the consequences of their 
conduct" on their part ; nay, talks of the resistance with which they have 
been met, as the creature of devotion to the bond of union," a " pre. 
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dominating affection for our political system/' a " calm and enlightened 
judgment" of the people, thus inviting and invoking outrage and violence 
on their heads anew ; and then, to put the climax on his guilt and 
infamy, swears himself on 'the altar of slavery, avowing most solemnly, 
that he will give his "constitutional sanction*' to no bill abolishing 
slavery, even within the limits of federal jurisdiction, so long as it is 
" against the wishes of the slave-holding States but, recreant to every 
principle of liberty, justice, and humanity, will, on all occasions, and 
at all hazards, and in the face of a majority even, go with the South. 

" Were these the sentiments, and declarations and determination of a 
Calhoun, or a Mc Duffie, men born and bred in the atmosphere of slavery, 
and with the habits of the slave-holder, they would be in character ; and, 
however we might detest and cry out against the principles, we should at 
least respect the men for honesty in their avowal of them, as well as cease 
to regard that avowal with surprise. But as it is, we can neither respect 
the man nor his principles. So far from it, his conduct in this matter is 
an utter denial and renunciation of his professed principles, as the friend 
of equal rights and the advocate of democracy, and it ought, and we are 
no prophet, or it will cover him with infamy, and make him a stench in 
the nostrils of every honest republican. There is neither honesty, nor 
republicanism, nor manhood in the position he has taken. It is an un- 
blushing declaration, that in a free republic even, the majority shall 
not rule, and that the will of the people shall not be law. It is usurpa- 
tion and tyranny. 

" Very well, if Martin Van Buren can afford thus to slander the friends 
of liberty and equal rights, and invoke on them the fury of the mob, and 
lick the dust and proclaim himself the tool of tyrants, the defender of 
slavery, and swear himself for ever upon her altar, — so be it. And if, in 
consequence, the spirit of slavery grows more rampant in every part of the 
land, louder and more overbearing in its demands at the South and the 
North, more violent and blood-thirsty in its inflictions on the bond and 
the free, trampling all law and all right and all restraint under foot, 
and breaking forth on the right hand and on the left in acts of violence 
and blood, — so be it. We are glad to know the worst — ^to see the flag 
nail^ to the mast. We shall not shrink from the conflict. On the con- 
trary, most cheerfully and resolutely shall we breast us to the onset anew. 
We tell the President, that if he expects to put the question of 
abolition at rest, and secure to himself a quiet administration, by the 
position now taken, he, for once at least, has reckoned without his host. 
At the Presidential nod, let the influence and the machinery of party be 
turned upon us, and under the broad shield of Presidential sanction, let 
" popular indignation,'* at the bidding of hireling presses, pour the vials 
of its \vrath upon us, and outrage follow outrage, and tumult follow 
tumult, and violence follow violence, until the land rocks with commo* 
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tloil, and runs down with blood — we shall meet it. We have sworn our- 
selves upon the altar of freedom ; and under freedom's God, come what 
may, we shall meet it. Not an inch shall we yield, not an effort 
relax, not an agent recall, not a publication suppress. On the contrary, 
we shall multiply our presses and our agents, increase our efforts fifty, 
yea, an hundred fold, and move onward in our struggle for freedom, if 
need be, to the death." 

These- are the right men to urge forward a good work ; and, when 
engaged in a cause that bears so high upon both the social well-being, 
and the eternal welfare of a large portion of their suffering fellows ; a 
cause which is sustained by an enlightened conscience, and the sympa- 
thies of a benevolent heart — a cause so congenial with the spirit of the 
gospel, and so necessary to its ultimate triumphs, they cannot relax — they 
must succeed. The cause is chained to Omnipotence. The power that 
is pledged to the triumphs of the gospel is enlisted on its behalf. Go 
forward, ye men of God! ye friends of the friendless, the degraded, 
the oppressed ! The eyes of God, of angels, and of all civilized nations, 
are upon you. They know the ardour of the contest ; the difficulties and 
dangers that await you ; and will watch your movements with untiring 
anxiety, until ye shall have broken the fetters from every slave in your 
land; and then unite with us in our endeavours to chase this demon 
from every class and every tribe of the human family. 



AMERICAN TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES. 
<* One good turn deserves another." 

Mr. E. C. Delavan, the Secretary of the New York Temperance Society, 
eommunicated to Mr. Buckingham, M. P. for Sheffield, a resolution of the Tem- 
J)erance Societies in America, to prepare a short pamphlet containing the most 
material facts and arguments in support of the Temperance Reformation "which 
has produced such beneficial efibcts on the health and morals of the population 
in that country, and to print a sufiicient number of the pamphlet to furnish a 
copy to every householder in England, Scotland, and Ireland. It was calcu- 
lated that this would require four millions of copies, and would cost, in Ame- 
rica, about 25,000 dollars, or £5,000 sterling*. This sura the American societies 
undertook to raise, provided the Chancellor of the Exchequer in England could 
be prevailed upon to admit the pamphlets free of duty, as they were for gratui- 
tous distribution, and provided the Temperance Societies of England could be 
induced to organize means for their distribution after their arrival in this country. 
Mr. Buclcingham, who was deputed by the American Societies to open a nego- 
ciation with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, appeared to have succeeded in 
his objectj as the Chancellor, in a letter to Mr. Buckingham, liberally consented 
to the introduction of the pamphlets free of duty ; and the Temperance Socie- 
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ties in England, Scotland, and Ireland, of v?hom there are now nearly a tlion~~ 
sand/were proceeding to organize means of distributing the four millions of 
American pamphlets, by ginng one, free of cost, to every householder in the 
kingdom. Scarcely, however, had this gratifying intelligence been sent off to 
America, before a second letter from the Chancellor of the Exchequer to Mr. 
Buckingham, expressed his deep regret that the Lords of the Treasury, with 
whom the confirmation of the Chancellor's decision rested, did not feel them- 
selves justified in acceding to his recommendation, on the ?ground of such a 
proceeding forming a most inconvenient precedent. This is to be deeply 
regretted; for while the government of Canada, impressed with the beneficial 
consequences of their circulation, admit the temperance publications from the 
United States free of duty — and while in England the government admit all the 
most costly foreign works presented to the British Museum free of duty — the 
same privilege is here denied to one of the most munificent, most benevolent, 
and most disinterested gifts ever proffered by the philanthropists of one nation 
to the whole population of another. 

On this magnificent proposal, we beg leave to offer a remark. The 
religioiis community of Britain are not accustomed to ask favours of 
government, with a view to facilitate their Christian and benevolent 
endeavours ; and it is a pity so noble a purpose should be frustrated by 
so trifling an impediment. If the Temperance Societies of America 
choose to carry their object into effect, there is no fear but funds will 
soon be raised here to pay the duty upon the proposed publication, imme- 
diately on its arrival ; and we can assure them that ample facilities shall 
be afforded for their universal dispersion. And in return for so noble a 
donation, we engage to prepare a pamphlet on the inconsistency and sin- 
fulness of slavery in a professedly Christian country , and to furnish them 
with a sufficient supply, provided that on their part they will make satis- 
factory arrangements to "furnish a copy to every householder" in the 
States where slavery prevails. This we consider nothing but a friendly 
interchange of kind offices ; and the moment we are satisfied that the 
above arrangements are made, the pamphlet shall be printed and for- 
warded without delay. We engage, moreover, on the part of our coun- 
trymen, that Lynch4aw shall not be executed upon a single agent 
employed in dispersing these Temperance pamphlets ; but that they 
shall be welcomed in every village and hamlet of the kingdom as bene- 
factors, and entitled, not only to courtesy, but gratitude ; and a similar 
friendly reception will be expected from every agent employed in distri- 
buting our publication among the American states. 
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FOREIGN SLAVE TRADE. 
No. III. 

We continue the papers on this subject for two purposes ; that our 
readers may be in possession of a condensed view of the present state of 
the Slave Trade in the different partt- «^f the world ; and to show the 
untiring anxiety of the friends of the Negro in Britain to open negocia- 
tions between our government and other powers for its suppression. 
At the conclusion of this hasty review, we may offer such reflections as 
necessarily suggest themselves on this appalling subject. 

BRAZIL. 

The Conventions and Treaties entered into with Portugal during the period 
of her union with Brazil, were equally applicable to, and equally binding on, 
both counti'ies, as well during their union, as subsequent to their separation j 
but shortly after that event, the Emperor of Brazil entered into a treaty with 
this country, by which it was stipulated, that at the expiration of three years 
from the exchange of the ratification of the treaty (March 1027), it shall not 
be lawful for the subjects of the Emperor of Brazil to be concerned in the car- 
rying on of the African slave-trade under any pretext or in any manner what- 
soever, and the carrying on of such trade after that period by any person subject 
to His Imperial Majesty, shall be diomed and treated as a pirate." 

In 1831, a decree passed the Legislative Assembly, and received the sanction 
of the Regency, imposing further and more rigid restrictions for the prevention 
of the importation of slaves mto the ports of Brazil, by the 1st article of which 
it is declared, that " All slaves entering the territory on the ports of Brazil, 
coming from abroad, are free," except 1st. slaves enrolled in the service of 
vessels belonging to countries where slavery is allowed ; and 2ndly, those which 
may have escaped from such vessel or territory, who are to be delivered up to 
their masters. 

Notwithstanding the favourable state of the treaties and laws of Brazil relating 
to the slave-trade. Lord Palmerston, in his despatch to our minister at Brazil, 
dated 7th of May, 1833, says— "The Brazilian government must be aware, that 
all the efforts which their wise and beneficent intentions upon this subject have 
given rise to, have hitherto failed, under the existing law, to put an end to the 
illegal traffic of Brazil in slaves from Africa, and it must be obvious therefore, 
that the only mode of meeting the difficulty is, to add some more effectual sti- 
pulation to the treaty now in force upon the subject." 

The negociation thus commenced was for a time unsuccessful. Our ambassa- 
sador, in a despatch to Lord Palmerston dated 16th of October, 1834, makes the 
following statement: "My letter was officially communicated to the Assembly, 
and read to them by the minister, Aureliano, at the same time that he recom- 
mended to their adoption some other measures connected with the more effectual 
suppression of the slave-trade. But the minister, and all his communications, 
were, unfortunately upon this occasion, equally ill-received ; and the reading 
of my letter served only to call forth a violent attack upon the government, for 
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listening to foreign dictation, and upon Great Britain for presuming to give 
advice to Br axil:* 

The British government however, was not at all disheartened by this unfa- 
vourable report, and our ambassador was instructed to renew his efforts to 
obtain the consent of the Brazilian government to additional articles similar to 
those concluded with France and the Netherlands ; and on the 25th of March, 
1835, Mr. Fox informed the Duke of Wellington, that he had every reasonable 
prospect of being able to carry the wishes of His Majesty's government com- 
pletely into effect. He observes : — " The terror that is spreading far and wide 
througli Brazil since the late insurrection of the blacks at Bahia, has rendered 
the present moment favorable for renewing to this government any proposal for 
improving and strengthening the anti-slave trade legislation. TheTeyes of most 
men are beginning to be opened, if not to the infamy of slave dealing, at least 
to the enormous danger of allowing fresh multitudes of Africans, under any 
condition, to be poured daily into the country."* 

On the 4th of August, Mr. Fox, in his despatch to Lord Palmerston, says, — 
" The three additional articles supplementary to the Slave Trade convention 
between Great Britain and Brazil of the 23rd of November, 1886, were signed 
on the 27th ultimo i" and adds, that they were referred to the Chamber of 
Deputies, who had not then reported upon them. But on the 28th of October, 
he says — I am very sorry to say, that the session of the Legislative Chambers 
of Brazil has been closed without their sanction being obtained to the additional 
articles for the more effectual suppression of the slave trade, which were signed, 
on the 27th July last, by Senhor Manoel Alves Branco, and myself, as the pleni- 
potentiaries respectively of His Majesty, and of the Emperor of Brazil. The 
sanction of the Assembly has not been refused, but the session has been closed 
witliout the matter being brought on for discussion."* 

NETHEnLANDS. 

On the 15th of June, 1814, the govcniment of Holland issued a decree, by 
which its subjects arc prohibited from trading in slaves ; and the governors of 
the Dutch forts on the coast of Africa are commanded to suffer no slave trade to 
be carried on by the ships of any nation, and to seize all Dulc.h ships that may 
contravene this decree. And on the 13th of August, 1814, the King of the 
Netherlands entered into a convention with his Britannic Majesty for the sup- 
pression of the trade: but notwithstanding this treaty, and the decree above 
alluded to, a considerable slave trade was c&rried on on the African coast by 
Dutch, subjects ; and there were strong reasons for believing, that the Dutch 
governors on the coast, instead of obeying the orders they had received from 
their government, connived at this traffic. Representations were thereupon 
made to the Dutch government, and subsequently a treaty was entered into 
between the two governments for its more effectual suppression. By this treaty, 
which was signed at the Hague, on the 4th of May, 1818, the mutual right of 
search was agreed to, and mixed courts of justice were established for adjudi- 
cating vessels captured under the treaty ; and on the 20th of November follow- 
ing, the Dutch government passed a law for giving effect to this treaty. 

sun, the treaties and abolition laws of the Netherlands were violated, and 
large importations of slaves into Surinam were even openly permitted by tbe 
local authorities. Our government again remonstrated, with a view to put a 

* Parliamentary Papers, Class li, 18S5, p. 77. 
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stop to this breach of treaties ; and, in consequence, the King of the Nether- 
lands issued a decree on the 21st of April, 1821, which, extraordinary as it may 
appear, in fact tended to open the ports oi that colony still more ■widely for 
their admission. A long negociation ensued between our government and that 
of tlie Netherlands, but they were attended by the usual fate of our negociations 
on this subject, and thousands of new negroes still continued to be imported 
into Surinam, notwithstanding the mixed commission court was established m 
that colony. 

To remedy the deficiencies of the treaty of May, 1818, three additional and 
explanatory articles were agreed upon a^ Brussels, in the months of December, 
1822, and January, 1823. These articles contain the agreement relative to the 
seizure of vessels having had slaves on board, and that relative to equipment, 
together with some additional regulations. 

DENMARK. 

The King of Denmark, by an edict, dated Copenhagen, so early as the 16th 
of March, 1792, decreed, that the slave trade carried on by his subjects should 
" with the beginning of *he year 1803, cease on the African coasts and else- 
where out of the West Indies." 

By an article in the treaty of Kiel, of the 14th of January, 1814, the King of 
Denmark engages to prohibit all his subjects in the most effectual manner, 
and by the most solemn laws, from taking any share in that traffic, although it 
appears that slavers touch at the Island of St. Thomas, where some of the resi- 
dent merchants have had an interest in their speculations. The Danish govern- 
ment has promised to repress this practice, but throws the blame of it on those 
governments, which still tacitly sanction this infamous trafiBc. 

The King of Denmark has acceded to the Conventions recently concluded 
between England and France for the suppression of the slave trade, and a 
treaty to this effect between these three powers was accordingly signed on the 
27th of July, 1834. 

SWEDEN. 

The King of Sweden issued a royal proclamation, bearing the same date with 
the Edict of the King of Denmark (viz. the 16tli of May, 1792) by which the 
subjects of Sweden were also prohibited from trading in slaves after the be- 
ginning of the year 1803. 

It having been discovered, that a considerable trade in slaves was carried on 
under the flag of Sweden, the subject was brought under the notice of the 
Swedish government, and a negociation was set on foot with the view of 
inducing the King of Sweden to adopt measures for its suppression j and on the 
6th November, 1825, a treaty was signed at Stockholm, between the English 
and Swedish governments, by which the King of Sweden engaged to reiterate 
to his subjects, in the most explicit manner, the prohibition already existing to 
their trading in slaves, and to enact penal laws for its suppression. The mutual 
right of search was also agreed to, as was also the article rendering ships liable 
to seizure and condemnation if equipped for the slave trade. 

An additional article, stipulating the breaking up of all ships condemned for 
slave trading, wa.s signed at Stockholm on the 16th of June, 1836. 

A negociation has been entered into with the King of Sweden, to obtain his 
Majesty's accession to the conventions lately entered into between Great Britain 
and France, which there is no doubt will be successful. 
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AUSTRIA, RUSSU, AND PRUSSIA. 

The Emperors of Austria and of Russia, and the King of Prussia, were parties 
to the anti-slavery Declaration of the Congress of Vienna, and to the Resolutions 
of the Congress of Verona. Although there esiists no direct proof, that the 
subjects of these monarchs are, or have been, engaged in the slave trade, still 
their flags have been used by foreigners for the purpose of covering their nefa- 
rious slave-trading transactions. To all representations made to these govern- 
ments on this subject, the utmost attention has been made, and prompt measures 
have been adopted to rectify the evils complained of. 

■ In tte several conferences which have been held, and on other occasions, 
these Sovereigns have been ready to co-operate "with the British government in 
pursuing measures for the final suppression of the slave-trade, and a negociation 
is now pending with them respectively, which there is every reason to expect 
will terminate in thoir accession to the t\iro conventions recently concluded be- 
tween Great Britain and France for that purpose. 

Since the above was. Avritten, the negociation, so far as regards the 
Court of Bremen, has been ratified, and published from the foreign 
ofiice in this country. This document, although emanating from a power 
which has never been very prominent in this nefarious traffic, will be 
read with pleasure by every friend of humanity and justice. Every 
official denunciation of the trade, adopted by the different continental 
governments, not only 'prevents the flag r.i' that country from being adopted 
and stained by the practice, but tends to single out to deeper and more 
marked infamy, those guilty nations which, in defiance of justice, and the 
first dictates of common honesty and human rights, obstinately adhere to 
this blood-stained traffic. 

Foreign Office, April 3. 

A dispatch, dated the 17tli March, 1837, has been received by the Right 
Honourable Viscount Palmerston, G. C. B., his Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Afiairs, from Henry Canning, Esq., his Majesty's Consul Gen- 
eral and Charg6 d' AflTaires at Hamburg, transmitting a law made at Bremen, for 
the prohibition of the slave trade, of which the following is a translation. 

TRANSLATION. 

Although the slave trade is a traffic which has always been foreign to the trade 
and navigation of Bremen, yet the wish lhat our laws should accord in regard 
to it with those of the great sea powers, in order to our becoming a party to 
their treaties for the total abolition of the traffic in slaves, has occasioned us to 
take the subject into careful consideration, and has caused the following penal 
law to be agreed upon at a meeting of the Burger Convent, in Bremen, on the 
4th of November last year : — 

PENAL LAW AGAINST THE TRAFFIC IN SLAVES. 

Art. 1. The traffic known under the name of slave trade, which has for ob- 
ject to provide North and South America, or the West Indies, with negro slaves 
from the African coast, together with all trades in connexion with it, is hereby 
prohibited in the free state of Bremen and its dependencies, and shall be deemed 
criminul. 
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Art. 2. Whosoever, either as owner, freighter, captain, mate, or supercargo, 
fits out or sails a vessel for the purpose of the slave trade mentioned in article 1^ 
or who carries on the slave trade, or allows the fitting out or carrying on through 
any other person, or takes part therein, or assists in the offence as money-lender 
or treasurer, shall, according to circumstances, whether the vessel be stopped 
before her departure from the port of outfit, or after her departure, and even 
before commencing any slave seizures or slave trade, or, lastly, after any actual 
perpetration of slave seizing or slave trading, be condemned to imprisonment in 
the house of correction from one to fifteen years, and to pay a fine of from 
two hundred to five thousand rix dollars, and to the loss of his citizenship and 
all other municipal rights appertaining to him, and of his right to carry the 
Bremen flag. And further, according to circumstances, the confiscation of the 
vessel, her furniture, and cargo also may be made. 

Art. 3. Foreigners who in the territory of Bremen, or on board of Bremen 
vessels, are, guilty of the offences described in the foregoing articles, or who 
make use of the Bremen flag, or who fit out, or cause to be fitted out, on Bre- 
men territory, vessels under foreign flags to carry on the slave trade, shall be 
punished according to the present law. 
^ Art. 4. ■ All other acts tending to violate the prohibition contained in article 
1, which may not have been named in articles 2 and 3, are equally subject to 
fine and imprisonment, according to circumstances, and may equally take away 
the right to carry the Bremen flag. 

The Senate, in promulgating the foregoing law for the observance of every 
body, places confidence in the inhabitants of Bremen, that they will abstain in 
future, as they have done hitherto, from any the most distant participation in the 
dishonourable offence described in the aforesaid law. 

Done at Bremen, in the Assembly of the Senate, on the 16th, and promulgated 
on the 20th February, 1837. 

SAUDINIA, THE TWO SICILIES, AND THE HANSK TOWNS. 

His Sardinian Majesty executed a treaty (in 1834) containing his accession to 
the conventions concluded between Great Britain and France, on the SOtli of 
November, 1831, and 22nd of March, 1833, for the more effectual suppression 
of the slave-trade ; and treaties for the same purpose are in progress, between 
our government and the governments of Naples, and of the Hanse Towns, of 
whose accession to these conventions there can be no doubt. 



HORRORS AND MORTALITY OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 

[Extract from Mr. Rankin's Narrative of a Visit to Sierra Leone, published by 

Bentley, 1836.] 

" Close in shore lay a large schooner, so remarkable from the low, sharp cut 
of her hull, and the excessive rake of her masts, that she seemed amongst the 
other craft as a swallow seems amongst birds. Her deck was crowded with 
naked blacks, whose woolly heads studded the rail. She was a slaver, with a 
large cargo. In the autumn of 1833, this schooner, apparently a Brazilian, and 



254 



Mortality of the Slmve Trade, 



named with the liberty-stirring' appellation 6f * Donna Maria da Gloria/ Iiad left 
Loando, on the slave coast, with a few bales of merchandise, to comply with the 
formalities required by the authorities, from vessels engaged in legal traffic ; for 
the slave-trade under the Brazilian flag is now piracy. No sooner was she out 
of port, than the real object of her voyage declared itself; she hastily received 
on board 480 negroes, who had been mustered in readiness, and sailed for Rio 
Janeiro. 

Off the mouth of that harbour she arrived in November, and was captured 
as a slaver by His Majesty's brig ' Snake/ The ease was brought, in December, 
before the court established there ; and the court decided, that as her Brazilian 
character had not been fully made out, it was incompetent to the final decision 
of the case. It was necessary to apply to the Court of Mixed Commission at 
Sierra Leone for the purpose of adjudication. A second time, therefore, the 
unfortunate dungeon-ship put to sea with her luckless cargo, and again crossed 
the Atlantic amidst the horrors of a two months' voyage. The * Donna Maria 
da Gloria ' having returned to Africa, cast anchor at Freetown in the middle of 
February, 1834, and on arrival found the number reduced by death from 430 to 
335. ' 

" Continuance of misery for several months in a cramped posture, in a pesti- 
lential atmosphere, had not only destroyed many, but had spread disease 
amongst the survivors. Dropsy, eruptions, abscesses, and dysentery were 
making ravages, and ophthalmia was general. Until formally adjudicated by the 
court, the wretched slaves could not be landed, nor even relieved from their 
sickening situation. With the green hills and valleys of the colony close to 
them, they must not leave their prison. I saw them in April ; they had been 
in the harbour two months, and no release had been offered them. But the 
most painful circumstance was the final decision of the court. The slaver was 
proved to have been sailing under Portuguese colors, not Brazilian ; and the 
treaty with the Portuguese prohibits slave traffic to the north of a certain line 
only, whereas the Donna Maria had been captured a few degrees to the south. 
Her capture was decided to have been illegal. She was formally delivered up 
to her slave captain ; and he received from the British authorities written orders 
to the commanders of the British cruizers, guaranteeing her a safe and free pas- 
sage back to the Brazils ; and I saw the evil ship weigh anchor, and leave 
Sierra Leone, the seat of slave liberation, with her large canvas proudly swell- 
ing, and her ensign floating, as if in contempt and triumph. Thus, a third time, 
were the dying wretches carried across the Atlantic, after seven months' confine- 
ment ; few, probably, lived through the passage." 

CASE OF " LA PANTICA." 

"The craft showed Spanish colors, and was named *La Pantica.' \Vq, 
easily leaped on board, as she lay low in the water. The first hasty glance 
around caused a sudden sickness and faintness, followed by an indignation more 
intense than discreet. Before us, lying in a heap huddled together at the foot 
of the foremast, on the bare and filthy deck, lay several human beings in the 
last stage of emaciation — dying. The ship, fore and aft, was thronged with 
men, women, and children, all entirely naked, and disgusting with disease. The 
stench was really insupportable, cleanliness being impossible. I stepped to the 
hatchway, it was secured by iron bars and crosg bars; and pressed against them 
were the heads of slaves below. It appeared that the crowd on deck formed 
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one-third only of the cargo, two-thirds being stowed in a sitting posture below, 
between decks j the men forward, the women aft. Two hundred and seventy- 
four were a t this moment in the little schooner. When captured, three hundred 
and fifteen had been found on board; forty had died during the voyage from 
the old Calabar, where she had been captured by His Majesty's ship, * Fair 
Rosamond,' and one had drowned himself on arrival, probably in fear of being 
* yammed' by the English. It was not, however, until the second visit, on the 
following day, that the misery which reigns in a slave-ship was fully understood. 

" The rainy season had commenced, and, during the night, rain had poured 
heavily down. Nearly a hundred slaves had been exposed to the weather on 
deck, and amongst them the heap of dying skeletons at the foremast. After 
making my way through the clustered mass of women on the quarter-deck, 
I discovered the [slave-captain, who had also been part owner, comfort- 
ably asleep in his cot, undisturbed by the horrors around him. The captives 
were now counted ; their numbers, sex, and age, written down for the informa- 
tion of the Court of Mixed Commission. The task was repulsive. As the hold 
had been divided for the separation of the men and the women, those on deck 
were first counted ; they were then driven forward, crowded as much as pos- 
sible, and the women were drawn up through the small hatchway, from their 
hot, dark confinement. A black boatswain seized them one by one, dragging 
them before us for a moment, when the proper ofiicer in a glance decided the 
age, whether above or under fourteen, and they were instantly swung again by 
the arm into their loathsome cell, where another negro boatswain sat with a 
whip or stick, and forced them to resume the bent and painful attitude necessary 
for the stowage of so large a number. The unfortunate women and girls, in 
general, submitted with quiet resignation, when absence of disease, and* the use 
of their limbs permitted. A month had made their condition familiar to them ; 
one or two were less philosophical, or suffered more acutely than the rest. Their 
shrieks rose faintly from their hidden prison, as violent compulsion alone 
squeezed them into their nook against the curve of the ship's side. I attempted 
to descend, in order to see the accommodation. The height between the floor 
and ceiling was about twenty-two inches. The agony of the position of the 
crouching slaves may be imagined, especially that of the men, whose heads and 
necks are bent down by the boarding above them. Once so fixed, relief by 
motion or change of posture is unattainable. The body frequently stiffens into 
a permanent curve ; and, in the streets of Freetown, I have seen liberated 
slaves in every conceivable state of distortion. One I remember, who trailed 
along his body, with his back to the ground, by means of his hands and ankles. 
Many can never resume the upright posture." 

That such horrible scenes of misery and cruelty should produce the 
most dreadful mortality amongst the negroes, is to be expected ; but the 
following details will show a loss of life exceeding all anticipation. The 
diseases from which the negroes suffer most are smaU-pox, dysentery, 
scurvy., and ophthalmia. 

The mortality on board slave-ships is not unfrequently almost incre- 
dible. Take, for instance, the following cases : — 

" 1835. February.—The * Formidable,' Spanish brig, 200 tons. Tlic prize- 
master, Mr. Halcrow, second acting-master of the * Buzzard,' deposed in the 
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Gommission Courts, that, ' on the 17th day of December, last past, there were 
712 slaves on board the ' Fornaidable that, subsequent to the seizure of the 
said brig, 304 slaves died ! that of that number six threw themselves overboard, 
and were drowned ; 150, or thereabouts, died, from the said brig having been 
struck by lightning, on the 28th day of December last past, and from the effect 
of the shock, vehich descended from the fore and main hatchways (ten of them 
dying instantly) ; and that the remainder of the 304 slaves died from bowel 
cpmplaints/ * 

'^1836. February. — The'Sutil' Spanish slave-schooner, seventy-seven Spanish 
tons, captured by the 'Pelorus,' took on board 836 slaves in Calabar river, 
twenty-seven of whom died on the night she left that river, and seventy-nine 
more before she arrived at Sierra Leone, making a total of 106 deaths, within 
fifty days ; and eighteen more died before condemnation. 

" 1835. March. — The 'Minerva,' alias ' Santa Ana,' Spanish Polacca, bark, took 
726 slaves on board in the Calabar, 186 of whom died on the passage from Cala- 
bar to Sierra Leone, two vyere in a dying state on her arrival, and twenty more 
died before adjudication. 

" 1835. May.— The ' Marte,' Spanish brig, shipped upwards of 600 slaves at 
Loango, on the 26th February, 1836 ; and was captured by the * Skipjack' on 
the 8th April, with 442 slaves on board. On the 19th April, 403, all that re- 
mained alive, were landed at the Havannali ; thus, upwards of 200 deaths appear 
to have occurred from the time of shipping this cargo of human beings, to the 
time of landing them, showing a loss of one-third of their number in forty-seven 
days ! 

"1835. December. — The ' Diligencia,' Spanish schooner, captured by His 
Majesty's ship, 'Champion,* shipped 210 slaves at Mayumba, 21st October, 
1836. Of these, only 120 remained alive on the 12th December, when she was 
brought into the Havanriah, more than half the number shipped having died in 
forty-three days !" 



THE SLAVE'S STORY. 

»Y A MAN WHO HAS BEEN A SLAVE. 
(From the Liberator.) 

Mr. Johnson, a colored man, was introduced, who said he could tell some- 
thing about slavery. He knew what it was : — " I was born in Africa, several 
hundred miles up the Gambia river. Fine country dat ; but we are called 
heathen in dis Christian — ^no, I don't know what to call it — in dis enlightened 
heathen country (Laughter). But the villagers in that coimtry are very kind. 
When you go into house, first question is, have you had any thing to eat ? 
Bring water, you wash, and den eat much you want; and all you got do is tank 
them for it — ^not one fip you pay. If you are sick, nurse you, and make you 
well — not one fip you pay. If you want clothing, one woman put in two knots 
warp, one put in two knots filling, and so on ; den men weave it, and you cut 
just such garment you Uke — ^not one fip you pay. (Applause.) 

• Parliamentary Papers, Class A. 1835, p. 50. 



The Slave's Story. 



257 



"When 1 was nine years old, I was out with my aunt to get figs ; flgs grow 
'wild in dat country. I had to crawl amongst de bushes ; when all at once I 
feel something pull my leg. 1 look around and could see no aunt, nothing but 
man of my own color ; and I never seed my aunt since. Dis man took me to 
Massurdoo (Mesurado !) First white man I ever see was Capt. Boss, of New- 
port, R. I., and I tot he was de devil (Laughter). My own color told me he was 
a man, but I could not believe it. I was brought to Savannah. I could not eat 
corn-meal, not used to it ; so I have little bit rice, and little homony j then go 
out every day to plunder (get something to cat). Dis kept me from being sold, 
till, being the last one, Capt. Boss look for me two days ; den said, you mustn't 
go away to-day; gave me all rice I wanted; set me upon table like dat 
(pointing). Capt. Boss talk to people ; dey look at me, and feel of me. By 
and by man wid mallet begin to talk and swing his mallet ; dey talk once in 
while ; he jabber, jabber, jabber, I no understand ; den he fetch his mallet 
down, and all stop. Capt. Boss said, you go wid dat man. My master was 
Com. Bowen. He was more father than master. He always said he should set 
me free before he died. But he died soon, and I was left by will to his 
nephew. Judge Bowen, from Providence, with instructions that I should be free 
as soon I could take care of myself. But not to dwell, I was in slavery." A 
deep emotion was produced in the audience by this simple narrative. 

He stated some of his experience and observation of the evils of slavery. 
" One day my master was dining with a gentleman who had a wife as black as 
dat hat. A young colored woman, as likely for her color as any lady in dis 
assembly (a laugh), waited on table. She happened to spill a little gravy on 
the gown of her mistress. The gentleman took his carving-knife, dragged her 
out to wood -pile, and cut'hcr head off; den wash his hands, come in and finish 
his dinner like nothing had happened ! Do you call dat a Christian country ? 
I never saw the like in Africa. My master dropped his knife and fork, and eat 
no more. The court was sitting ; he was then a lawyer. He told the thing to 
several, but they only said, ' Tliat is a Northern man, he ain't used to our cus- 
toms ; let him take himself back again, if he don't like our ways.' 

" I have seen a Christian professor, after the communion, have four slaves tied 
together, and whipped raw, and then washed with beef brine. I know eight 
slaves once shut up in a barn one night, to be whippod next morning ; it was 
winter, and they all escaped the lash, for they died ! I have known a man offer 
five hundred dollars for shooting a slave for going to meeting. J. knew one 
Tom Buckine, he was whipped a hundred and fifty lashes, every Monday, and 
washed with brine, for going to meeting. But that did not stop him ; directly 
he was whipped, he would jump over fence, and pray for his master. 

It is common for the slaves to have ' stents,' and if you no do them, you 
get whip. If child cries, and mother has to stop to nurse it, and so the row 
gets behind, the husband helps it along, to keep whip off wife's back, and fre- 
quently gets it on his own ; for who could see a woman whipped for taking 
care of his own child (emotion). Slavery is most crudest ting in de worlds 
Mr. J. here expatiated very sensibly upon the peculiar evils of slavery in this 
country, and ver}' suddenly pointed to Mr. Garrison, and said, " Dat man is do 
Moses raised up for our deliverance ",( tremendous applause). The reporter did 
not perceive the connexion of his narrative of events in Boston with those of 
his previous life. He said, one night as he was going over to Cambridge, lie 
stopped at the toll-bridge, and got into conversation with a man about the diffi- 
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culty of getting pay for certain medical prescriptions, on account of not being a 
licensed physician. This man told him an easier way to get money. " I can 
tell you how you can make five tliousand dollars easily." He took the hint 
(reference was had to the reward for Mr. Garrison's head), and replied — "I 
would not be the man to do that, I would defend him with my blood ; I would 
wear a sword, and cut the man's head off who should offer to touch him." 

He also stated some anecdotes of "Walker's Appeal." " I lent it to a man. 
He said, * I have read your book.' Well how you like ! ' 0, very well, all 
but — '. Well, bring your ' buts' to me ; I've 'got an axe to chop them off" 
(laughter). He afterwards lent it to a Mr. Welch, who also liked it "all hut," 
He proposed the same disposition of his difficulty. Mr. W. also said, 'He 
(Walker) wants to shed blood." He then had this argument with W : — 

" Wa'n't you a transport?" 

" No." 

" Well, your fathers were— banished to an island — dare not go back — death ; 
came to this country; they (English) wanted to put them under 'injunction.' 
Now, how did you get liberty?" 

"Our fathers fought for it." 

" Were vou Christians?" 

" Yes." " 

" What ! and fough*. for liberty ? — God forbid (Applause) ! 0, tread on an 
insect, and if it can do nothing more, he will bite your foot (Applause) . I will 
contend for liberty as long as I live (Applause). This day we are met to help 
the liberty of the slaves. Some say that they had rather be slaves than free. 
What ! if you had a horse would you give him a pint of corn a day ; can a man 
be content wid dat ? Oh ! how many children, boy like dat, go to master's 
crib every Saturday night, and draw out two quarts corn for a week. Man and 
wife draw half a bushel, and two or three herring. What, if you hold 'em up 
in tumb and finger, de wind would blow 'em away, so salt eaten. Masters often 
give servant ninepence to get food for dog; yes, he would pay dog's board, but 
leave slave to take care of himself. 

The narrator was requested to give an account of his escape from slavery. It 
would appear that Judge Bo wen, in some way, took law, in reference to certain 
blacks, and in their behalf, into his own hands, so as to offend his fellow-judge ; 
and matters came to such a pass, that Judge B. drew a pistol upon him in the 
court-house. " They had an ' insurrection ' in court," said Mr, J. (his manner, 
and previous references to "insurrection" caused a great laugh) ; His difficulties 
finally compelled him to come to his native north. The narrator was brought 
along, though still held as a slave. The story became still more interesting and 
amusing, so that the reporters dropped their pens, and enjoyed the sallies of his 
wit with the audience. 



THE BRITISH DEPUTATION. 

By the American " Emancipator," we learn that Messrs. Sturge and 
Scobell, who have been through the West India Islands to witness the 
working of the apprenticeship scheme, are expected in New York, to be 
present at the next Annual Meeting of the Anti-vSlavery Society, to be 
held in that city in May. 
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FEMALE SLAVES IN INDIA. 

( From Bacon's Hindostan.) 

Upon our return to our tents/ he says, 'we found there a man waiting 
our arrival with a very different sort of merchandise to any we had hitherto 
seen. He had with him two young girls, whom he had brought down 
from the Punjab, and these he was anxious to dispose of as slaves ; offer- 
ing the ejdest, who was the least comely of the two, and about sixteen 
years of age, for one hundred and fifty rupees ,• and the other, who had 
really some pretensions to beauty, and was younger by about four years, 
for two hundred. The poor little things, putting their hands before them, 
in attitude of supplication, begged earnestly that we would purchase 
them, declaring that otherwise they should starve, and vowing to be 
faithful and obedient to us. Finding that we were not inclined to 
become purchasers, the man took them away, and the same proffer was 
made at every tent : they were ultimately purchased by a native gentle- 
man, residing in the neighbourhood of Delhi, for about half the sums 
above-mentioned. This traffic in slaves is considered to have been long 
since abolished, but it is still surreptitiously practised throughout the 
upper provinces, and at any of these fairs, girls ^ may be purchased : they 
are generally from Georgia, Cashmeir, Kabul, the Punjab, or Moultan. 

One of my servants, a Musselman, had a slave-girl, whom he had pur- 
chased for the sum of twenty-four rupees, about £2. Her history, as far 
as she was herself acquainted with it, is a very romantic one, and the 
reader will perhaps excuse my giving a slight sketch of it, which may be 
condensed in a very few pages. 

The name of the girl was Rahmea ; she was handsome, not more than 
seventeen or eighteen years of age, a native of Almora; her parents 
were not Ghoorkas, as might be thence naturally inferred, but settlers 
from some large town upon the banks of the Ghinab, in the district of 
Kishtawar ; the girl herself was ignorant of the name of the town. Her 
mother had been exceedingly beautiful, and, though poor by birth, had 
been exalted to great honour and dignity, as the wife, or favourite con- 
cubine, of a petty Rajah, who, by virtue of his comparative wealth, was 
looked upon as the principal man of the town ; but he was a dissipated, 
debauched character, according to his wife's account, and she, therefore, 
thought it no sin to decamp from his bed and board, and furnish herself 
with a more sober, though less consequential, lord and master : and being 
in fear of vengeance from him upon whom she had turned her back, she 
quitted the neighbourhood and fled with her new spouse to Almora. 
Here they continued to live in peace and happiness for several years, 
having a bond of unity in the existence of a little daughter, who was con- 
sidered the beauty of the place. 
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When the daughter had arrived at the age of ten years, she was one day 
playing, with others of her acquaintance, in the neighbourhood of the 
temples, v/hen she was accosted by an old man, in the guise of ajakhir, 
who asked her many questions about her father and mother, their names 
and history; the child unhesitatingly gave the religious man all the 
information in her possession, and further told him that her father lay at 
home sick of an ague, which no medicine would cure. Upon this, the 
holy professor tendered his services, and was gladly conducted by the little 
girl to the habitation of her parents, who, unsuspicious of evil, thankfully 
received the advice and remedies which he proffered them. 

The drugs having been administered, the symptoms of the patient grew 
more and more alarming ; but the loving pair were comforted by ihefak^ 
hir's assurances, that all would be well, and that a very few hours would 
suffice to free the sufferer from his malady. In company with the beau- 
tiful matron, — who, contrary to the general rule among eastern women, 
was still fascinating even though she had been ten years a mother, and 
twice a Avife — the disinterested old priest sat and watched the sick man, 
giving him from time to time fresh draughts to quench his thirst ; until 
at last, as midnight approached, the patient declared his conviction that 
life was fast ebbing, and would no longer credit the assurances of his phy- 
sician. The old stranger was still arguing the point with him, when sud- 
denly the poor man's features became dreadfully convulsed, and after lin- 
gering about an hour in the most exquisite torment, he expired, affirming 
with his last breath that the fakhir had poisoned him. 

Even so,*' said the disguised Rajah, for it was he, the lady's former 
lord ; ** even so ; I have poisoned you : would that your pangs had been 
doubly, ay, ten-fold more excruciating ! And, now, Luchmi," said he^ 
turning to his quondam love, what better fate do you expect from your 
injured master ? Your nose is my first demand, and your matchless! 
daughter is the next and then, at his command, the hut was immedi- 
ately filled with armed men. 

The beautiful Luchmi was gagged, and bound; and her ruthless captor, 
with his own hand, severed her nose from her face ; she was then placed 
on horse-back, under the charge of one of the Rajah's followers, and was 
conveyed away, the daughter knew not whither ; certainly with no very 
happy purpose, for nothing of love or tenderness was seen in the tyrant's 
bearing. There can be little doubt that, if suffered to live, she must 
have been confined for life, her only lot protracted misery ; but there is 
better reason to believe that the ruffian would have destroyed her, when 
the heat of his reproaches and abuse had in a measure evaporated. 

As for the poor child, Rahmea^ she was carried to the Rajah's zenana, 
and continued for a few months an unwilling concubine of the murderer 
of her father ; but having made more than a few attempts at self-destruc- 
tion, she was ultimately cast adrift upon the wide world, with no for- 
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tune but her native comeliness. This gave her value in the eyes of one of 
the Rajah's dependents, who obtained permission to take her into his 
house ; and business soon after carrying him to Delhi, he disposed of her 
to my servant, Secundur Kahn, for the trifle abovementioned, being 
wearied of the poor girl's unbending indifference. 

At the time that Secundur Kahn related this tale to me, the girl had 
become greatly attached to her master, having been with him about six 
years, and being the mother of three fine children : I expressed a wish 
to see her, and my servant instantly complied. She was quite as hand- 
some as he had described her ; but I could elicit from her no intelligible 
replies to my inquiries, touching her history, or that of her mother. This 
apparently did not arise from shyness or stupidity, but from a disinclina- 
tion to conv^ fc ^^on the subject with a stranger, and therefore I forebore 
to probe her l^/ther. 



NARRATIVE OF CHARLES BALL, 

WHO LIVED FORTY YEARS AS A SLAVE IN MARYLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA, 

AND GEORGIA. 

The above is the title of a volume just issued from the New York 
press, the contents of which are amongst the most affecting records of human 
guilt and misery we have ever perused. The style of the extracts which 
we shall make will sufficiently show that the book was not written by the 
slave whose sufferings it narrates. The facts were received from his lips, 
and prepared for the public, by one in whose integrity unbounded confi- 
dence may be placed. 

FIBST SEPARATION FROM HIS MOTHER. 

At the time I was sold I was quite ruked, having never had any clothes in 
my life ; but my new master had brought with him a child's frock, or wrapper, 
belonging to one of his own children ; and, after he purchased me, he dressed 
me in this garment, took me before him on his horse, and started home; but my 
poor mother, when she saw me leaving her for the last time, ran after me, took 
me down from the horse, clasped me in her arms, and wept loudly and bitterly 
over me. My master seemed to pity her, and endeavoured to soothe her distress 
by telling her that he would be a good master to me, and that I should not want 
any thing. She then, still holding me in her arms, walked along the road beside 
the horse, as he moved slowly, and earnestly and imploringly besought my 
master to buy her and the rest of her children, and not permit them to be carried 
away by the negro buyers ; but, whilst thus entreating him to save her and her 
family, the slave-driver who had first bought her came running in pursuit of her 
with a raw hide in his hand. When he overtook us, he told her he was her 
new master now, and ordered her to give that little negro to its owner, and 
come back with him. 

My mother then turned to him and cried, " Oh, master, do not take me from 
my child ! " Withont making any reply, he gave her two or three heavy blows 
on the shoulder with iiis raw hide, snatched me from her arms, handed me to 
my master, and, seizing her hy one arm, dragged her back towards the place of 
sale. luy master then quickened the pace of his horse ; and, as we advanced, 
the cries of my poor parent becnnic more nnxl more infli-stincf. At longth, they 
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died away in the distance, and I never again heard the voice of my poor 
mother. Young as I was, the horrors of that day sank deeply into my heart ; 
and even at this time, though half a century has elapsed, the terrors of the 
scene returned with painful vividness upon my memory. Frightened at the 
sight of the cruelties inflicted upon my poor mother, I forgot my own sorrows 
at parting from her, and clung to my new master as an angel and a saviour, 
when compared with the hardened fiend into whose power she had fallen. Slie 
had been a kind and good mother to me — had warmed me in her bosom in the 
cold nights of winter, and had often divided the scanty pittance of food allowed 
her by her mistress between my brothers, and sisters, and me, and gone supper- 
less to bed herself. Whatevei victuals she could obtain beyond the coarse 
food, salt fish, and corn bread allowed to slaves on the Patuxent and Potomac 
rivers, she carefully distributed among her children, and treated us with all the 
tenderness which her own miserable condition would pennit. I have no doubt 
that she was chained and driven to Carolina, and toiled out the residue of a 
forlorn and famished existence in the rice-swamps or indigo-fields of the South. 

My father never recovered from the effects of the shock which this sudden 
and overwhelming ruin of his family gave him. He had formerly been of a gay, 
social temper ; and when he came to see us on a Saturday night, he always 
brought us a little present, such as the means of a poor slave would allow — 
apples, melons, sweet potatoes, or, if he could procure nothing else, a little 
parched com, which tasted better in our cabin, because he had brought it in. 

SEPARATION FROM HIS FAMILY. 

After the subject of this narrative had been married, and become the 
father of a family, a separation from his wife and family was caused, as 
described below. In reading these extracts, let it be remembered that 
they describe some of those " circumstances" which always have been, 
and always will be, necessarily connected with a state of slavery ; and 
yet we are told that " slavery may and does exist, under circumstances 
which free the slaveholder from the guilt and charge of immorality !" 

My master kept a store at a small village on the bank of the Patuxent river, 

called B , although he resided at some distance, on a farm. One morning 

he rose early, and ordered me to take a yoke of oxen and go to the village, to 
bring home a cart which was there, saying he would follow me. He arrived at 
the village soon after I did, and took his breakfast with his store-keeper. He 
then told me to come into the house and get my breakfast. Whilst I was eating 
in the kitchen, I observed him talking earnestly, but lowly, to a stranger near 
the kitchen-door. I soon after went out, and hitched my oxen to the cart, and 
was about to drive off, when several men came round about me, and amongst 
them the stranger whom I had seen speaking with my master. This man came 
up to me, and, seizing me by the collar, shook me violentl^^, saj'ing J was his 
property, and must go with him to Georgia. At the sound of these words, the 
thoughts of my wife and children riLshed across my mind, and my heart died 
away within me. I saw and knew that my case was hopeless, and that resist- 
ance was vain, as there were near twenty persons present, all of whom were 
ready to assist the man by whom I was kidnapped. I felt incapable of weeping 
or speaking, and in my despair I laughed loudly. My purchaser ordered me to 
cross my hands behind, which were quickly bound with a strong cord ; and he 
then told me that we must set out that very day for the South. I asked if I 
could not be allowed to go to sec my wife and children, or, if this could not be. 
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permitted, if they might not luave leave to come and see me ; but was told that 
I would be able to got another wife at Georgia, 

My new master, whose name I did not hear, took me that same day across 
the Patuxent, where I joined fifty-one other slaves, whom he had bought in 
Maryland. Thirty-two of these were men, and nineteen were women. The 
women were merely tied together with a rojie about the size of a bed-cord, 
which was tied like a halter round the neck of each ; but the men, of whom I 
was the stoutest and strongest, were very differently cajjarisoned. A strong 
iron collar was closely fitted, by means of a padlock, round each of our necks. 
A chain of iron, about a hundred feet in length, was passed through the hasp of 
each padlock, except at the two ends, where ine hasps of the padlocks passed 
through a link of the chain. In addition to' this, we were handcuffed in pairs, 
with iron staples and bolts, with a short chain, about a foot long, uniting the 
handcuffs and their wearers in pairs. In this manner we were cluiined alter- 
nately by the right and left hand ; and the poor njan to whom I was thus 
ironed wept like an infant when the blacksmith, with his heavy hammer, 
fastened the ends of the bolts that kept the staples from slipping from our arms. 
For my own part, I felt indifferent to my ftite. It appeared to me that 'Jie 
worst had come that could come, and that no change of fortune could harm me. 

CASH OF A SLAVE MOTHER. 

As we went out in the morning, I observed several women, who carried their 
young children in their arms to the field. These mothers laid tlieir children at 
the side of the fence, or under the shade of the cotton plants, whilst they were 
at work; and when the rest of us went to get water, they would go to give suck 
to their children, requesting some one to bring them water in gourds, which they 
were careful to carry to the field with them. One young woman did not, like 
the others, leave her child at the end of the row, but had contrived a sort of rude 
knapsack, made of a piece of coarse linen cloth, in which she fastened her child, 
which was very young, upon her back — and in this way carried it all day, and 
performed her task at the hoe with the other people. , •. . 

I pitied this woman ; and as we were going home at night, I came near her, 
and spoke to hear. Perceiving as soon as she spoke, that she had not been 
brought up amongst the slaves of this plantation — for her language was different 
from theirs -I asked her why she did not do as the other women did, and leave 
her child at the end of the row in the shade. "Indeed," said she, "I cannot 
leave my child in the weeds amongst the snakes. What would be my feelings 
if I should leave it there, and a scorpion were to bite it } Besides, my child 
cries so piteously when I leave it alone in the field, that I cannot bear to hear 
it. Poor thing ! I wish we were both in the grave, where all sorrow is forgotten !" 

I asked this woman, who did not appear to be more than twenty years old 
how long she had been here, and where she came from. " I have been here, ' 
said she, " almost two years — and came from the Eastern Shore. I once lived 
as well as any lady in Marj'land, I was born a slave in the family of a gentle- 
man whose name was Le Compt. My master was a man of property — lived on 
his estate, and entertained much company'. My mistress, who was very kind to 
me, made me her nurse, when I was about ten years old, and put me to live 
with her own children. I grew up amongst her daugliters, not as their equal and 
companion, but as a favoured and indulged servant. I wasalwaj's well dres:5cd 
and received a portion of all the delicacies of their table. I wanted nothing, 
and had not the trouble of providing even for myself. I believe there was 
not a happier being in the world than I was. At present none can be more 
wretched." 
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After giving an account of previous hardships and perils, and how slie 
was finally kidnapped and carried off, she thus concludes her story ; 

* WJien we commenced our journey for the South, wc were about sixty in 
number. The men were chained together, but the women were all left quite at 
liberty. At the end of three weeks, we reached Savannah river, opposite the 
town of Augusta, where we were sold out by our owner. Our present master 
was there, and purchased me and another women, who has been at work in the 
field to-day. 

"Soon after I was brought home, the overseer compelled me to be married to 
a man I did not like, He is a native of Africa, and still retains the manners and 
religion of his country. He has not been with us to-day, as he is sick and under 
the care of the doctor. T must hasten home to get my supper, and go to rest — 
and glad I should be if I were never to rise again. 

" I have several times been whipped unmercifully, because I was not strong 
enough to do as much work with the hoe as the other women — who have lived 
all their lives on this plantation, and have been accustomed from their infancy to 
work in the field. 

" For a long time after I was brought here, I thought it would be impossible 
for me to live on the coarse and scanty food with which we are supplied. When 
I contrast my former happiness with my present misery, I pray for death to de- 
liver me from my sufierings.'" 

The Narrative gives an account of the death of this poor woman, which 
took place soon after the conversation above described. 

CAT HAULING. 

He was on a journey with his master, and at a place where they stopped 
over night, he describes a case of cat-hauling. A whole gang of slaves 
had been flogged to make one of them confess that he had stolen a hog. 
Finally, one was fixed upon as the culprit, and the following method 
taken for his punishment : — 

A boy was then ordered to get up, run to the house, and bring a cat, which 
was soon produced. Tlie cat, which was a large grey tom-cat, was then taken 
by the well-dressed gentleman, and placed upon the bare back of the prostrate 
black man, near the shoulder, and forcibly dragged by the tail down the back, 
and along the bare thighs of the sufferer. The eat sunk his nails into the flesh, 
and tore off" pieces of the skin with his teeth. The man roared with the pain of 
this punishment, and would have rolled along the ground, had he not been held 
in his place by the force of four other slaves, each one of whom confined a hand 
or a foot. As soon as the cut was drawn fiom him, the man said he would tell 
who stole the hog, and confessed that he and several others, three of whom were 
then holding, had stolen the hog — killed, dressed, and eaten it. In return for 
this confession, the overseer said he should have another touch of the cat, which 
was again drawn along his buck, not as before, from the head downwards, but 
from below the hips to the head. The man was then permitted to rise, and each 
of those who had been named by him as a participator in stealing the hog, was 
compelled to lie down, and have the cat twice drawn along liis back — first down- 
wards, and then upwards. After the termination of this i)unishment, each of 
the sufferers w.os washed with salt water by a bljick womanj and they were then 
all dismissed. 

This was the most excruciating punishment that I ever saw inflicted on black 
people — and, in my opinion, it is very dangerous, for the claws of the cat are 
poisonous, Jind wounds made by them are ver}' suVtject to inflammation. 
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TO THE SECRETARIES OP COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS. 

It is requested that those Associations, which, in their annual meetings 
at this season of the year, have passed resolutions on the subject of 
American Slavery/, would have the kindness to transmit a copy of them to 
the Editor of this magazine through the medium of the publisher. 
One hundred copies of this publication are gratuitously forwarded to the 
Secretary of the American Anti-Slavery Society, with a request that he 
would take the charge of conveying a copy to each of the Auxiliary 
Anti-Slavery Societies, and the editors of liberal and anti-slavery news- 
papers throughout the states, so that whatever of British feeling may be 
expressed on occasion of these County Associations will be conveyed, 
without any trouble or expense, directly to the parties for whom tliey are 
intended. 

To encourage this expression of British feeling, and to show its im- 
portant bearing on the all-absorbing topic of slavery among professing 
Christians, we bave been favoured with a copy of the following letter 
from the President of the American Anti-slavery Society, addressed to 
George Thompson, Es»q., which Ave have great pleasure in laying before 
our readers. 

To George Thompson, Esq. 

« Dear Sir, 

" For yourself, you know too well the value of Britisli sympathy and 
co-operation to the cause of emancipation on this side of the water, to 
need any fresh assurances from us to urge jou forward in your most use- 
ful and successful labours. But in the failure of the mission which we 
hoped to liave sent to Europe before the present time, it is due to you, and 
the friends of universal emancijiation to whom you have access, that we 
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should not neglect this means of acknowledging our indebtedness for the 
multiplied, cordial, and unreserved ' God-speeds,' which your exertions 
have called forth from Britissh freemen. The resolutions of public meet- 
ings in England and Scotland, the results of the debate at Glasgow, and 
the numerous memorials and remonstrances of your religious bodies sent 
to similar bodies in our country, together with the righteous resolution of 
some of them not to extend Christian fellowship to slaveholders, have 
greatly aided us in promoting that reformation of public sentiment here 
which it is our object to effect. The freedom or slavery of two and a half 
millions of our countrymen is not a national but a human question. It 
interests the friends of freedom in all nations, and the more from the un- 
hallowed connexion of slavery with republican institutions, %nd reformed 
Christianity. With all our outcry against * foreign interference,' reflect- 
ing men among us do not fail to see, that British freemen have a right to 
interfere, both on account of the injury which slavery does them, and the 
power they may exert against it. No crime is more completely under the 
sway of public opinion than slaveholding. Its existence depends upon 
the countenance and support which it receives from the people of non- 
slaveholding countries. To say nothing of the practicability and effective- 
ness of a physical embargo, the slavery of our country needs only be put 
under the moral embargo of the civilized world, to be consigned to its 
grave. Of this our slaveholding fellow-citizens have betrayed themselves 
conscious. They well know that their inheritance of blood must fall from 
their grasp as soon as the English language comes to make slaveholding 
synoujrmous with robbery. And where shall our common mother tongue 
be rectified, if not at the fou^.tain-head ? 

" We entreat the philanthropists of Britain not to grow weary. Let 
them hold up the horrors of American slavery till the desired change 
shall be effected. It will not be time for them to give over their public 
meetings, their remonstrances, their faithful reproofs, tlieir deadly 
thrusts at slavery and prejudice, in every newspaper, magazine, review, 
and literal y work, till southern travellers, who flock to your shores, shall 
find slave} aiding no better passport to good British Society, than forgery 
and highway robbery. And we entreat our British brethren not to forget 
our American prejudice against color — the armour-bearer of slavery. Let 
it not alone till its shame is equal to its sin, 

*' If any argument were needed to give force to these suggestions, it 
would be abundantly sufficient to say that your magnanimous and expan- 
sive efforts for the overthrow of the trans-ocean slave-trade m.ust be in a 
great measure fruitless, till the accomplishment of our object closes the 
market. 

" We repeat, the noble attitude of British Christians in their memorials 
and remonstrances already forwarded to this country, has been of incal- 
culable service to our cause. It hiis contributed largely to bring back our 
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northern churches from the support of slavery — especially of the Baptist^ 
Presbyterian, Congregational, and Methodist denominations — multitudes 
from these churches during the past year have been flocking to our 
standard, and the churches themselves are fast coming up to the position 
of non-fellowship with slaveholders. 

** We entreat you, beloved fellow-labourer in the cause of the despised 
and down-trodden to take to yourself the fullest assurance that your self- 
denying and abundant labours are producing glorious results, and that 
you are no more al)sent from our thoughts and affections while pleading 
for our outraged clients and ourselves in your own land, than you were 
while so powerfully advocating the same cause in ours. Suffer not the 
thought to enter your heart that we shrink from the obloquy which attaches 
to your aid as ' foreign interference,* We set no value upon that national 
prejudice which would bar out the benign and liberalizing influences of 
truth, as you well know we do by that other prejudice, of kindred mean- 
ness, wliich would limit the blessings of free institutions and gospel pri- 
vileges by the colour of the skin. Did we not feel the aid and sympathy 
of British Christians to be of vital importance to our success, we could 
not for a moment tolerate your absence from the United States, where 
many would now listen to you with delight who once encouraged the 
shameful violence which sought to drive you from our shores. 

" With fraternal regard, in behalf of the Executive Committee 
of the American Anti-slavery Society, 

" ARTHUR TAPPAN, President. 



FOREIGN SLAVE TRADE. 
No. III. 
SOUTH AMERICA, 

We notice the efforts made for the suppression of the slave-trade in the 
southern part of the American continent before that of the northern, be- 
cause the feelings excited in the two cases are essentially diflFerent, and 
we reserve the most revolting for the last. It ought to be recollected 
that in most of the newly-formed states of South America, there is so 
little consolidation in their political institutions ; so feeble and ineflicient 
a connexion between the legislative and executive departments of their 
respective governments, that to enact right and equitable laws, and place 
them upon their statute-books, is almost all they are able to accomplish. 
When these laws contravene the established customs and private interests 
of individuals, they will almost of necessity be resisted or avoided ; the 
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cupidity of tlie man will triumph over his allegiance to the state ; and tho 
governm(»nt, having no power to enforce its laws, they will be so often 
violated as to make tL- nx a mere dead letter — a rule for the judgment 
rather than the practice. 

Though a regard to justice may draw this apology from us in reference 
to some of the governments of South America, yet in others there is too 
manifest an indication that they regard all negociation with other states 
ahout the slave-trade as an affair of diplomacy rather than of practice ; 
a token of homage and respect to governments with which they wish to 
maintain terms of amicable intercourse, rather than a matter of practical 
reform among their own people. Still, to have the laws of these various 
nations, many of whom had been cradled and educated in slavery, look in 
a right direction, is an important point gained ; and will be found so, 
when the tide of abolition sentiments shall come to be more thoroughly 
understood and more generally felt. To adapt the practice in conformity 
with the laws of any kingdom, is much easier than to change both law 
and custom. 

The powers in South America with which the British government have 
entered into negociations for the suppression of slavery and the slave-trade, 
are the following : — 

Brazil, in consequence of its former intimate connexion with tlic crown of 
Portugal, has been classed with the powers of Europe. 

Mexico. — ^The supreme executive government of Mexico passed a decree, 
dated 13th July, 1824, by which the slave-trade is abolished ; every ship, whe- 
ther national or foreign, arriving in their ports, is confiscated; the guilty parties 
made liable to a punishment of ten years' imprisonment, and all the slaves on 
board declared ipso facto free. 

Rio de la Plata. — By the 14th article of a treaty made between Great Britain 
and the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata, ratified on the 19th of February, 
1825, the government of those Provinces engaged to co-operate with this Coun- 
try in its endeavours to abolish the slave-trade, and to prohibit in the most 
effectual manner, and by the most solenm laws, all persons residing in tho 
United Provinces, or subject to its jurisdiction, from taking any part in the same. 

Fernambuco. — The. President of Pcrnambuco, issued an Edict in July, 1824, 
by which the slave-trade was suspended, until the Legislative Assembly should 
have finally determined the question. 

Peru.-^On the 12th of August, 1821, the government of Peru issued a Decree 
for the gradual abolition of slavery itself, by which it is declared, that all sons of 
slaves, born and to be bom on the Peruvian territory from the 28th of July, 1821, 
shall be free, and shall enjoy the same rights as other Peruvian citizens. The 
British Consul at Peru has been instructed by Lord Palraerston, in a despatch, 
dated 13th of November, 1835, to negociate a treaty with that government for 
the abolition of the slave-trade. 

Venezuela. — Similar instructions have been sent to our Consul at this place. 
Chili.— On the 11th of October, 1811, the Supreme National Congress of Chili 
"resolved and decreed, that from that day, no slave should be brought into 
Chili; and that all slaves, being on their passage to countries where slavery 
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subsists, who should happen for any reascwi to remain in Chili for six months, 
sliould become and be, ipso facto, free." And it was further " resolved and de- 
creed, that all children born of slaves from the date abote-mentioned, should be free." 

Buenos Ayres. — On the 14th of May, 1812, the Cabildo pubVihed the Superior 
Decree of the government of Buenos Ayres, of the 9th of April preceding, which 
absolutely prohibits the introduction of slaves into the United Provinces. The 
2nd article orders the immediate departure of all slaves which may arrive within 
one year from the 26th of May, 1812 ; and the third article decrees freedom to 
all such as may arrive after that period. 

This Decree is followed by another, dated 2nd February, 1813, by which all 
the children of slaves are declared and holden to be free, who shall be born 
from and after the 31st of January, 1813. By a law of the loth of November, 
1824, the trading in slaves was declared to be piracy. In 1831, however, this 
law was in part annulled, and permission was given for the introduction of slaves 
in the class of servants, — a permission, which it will readily be believed, was 
soon abundantly abused. , The British Consul at Buenos Ayres was not slow in 
making strong remonstrances upon the subject ; and in November, 1833, a De- 
cree was issued, the first article of which is as follows : — " The enactments pro- 
hibiting the traffic are declared to be in full vigour, more especially the law of 
the 15th of November, 1824." By a despatch from the British Consul, dated 
16th of November, 1835, it appears, he was engaged in negoeiating a Conven- 
tion with the government of Buenos Ayres, for the more efiectual suppression of 
the slave-trade. 

Columbia. — On the 19th of July, 1821, the Congress of Columbia passed a law 
for the manumission of slaves, by which, all the children of slaves bctn after the 
publication thereof, are declared to be free. 

By the same law, the introduction of new shives is strictly prohibited, and all 
such as may be surreptitiously introduced, are to be forfeited and to become free. 

Guatemala. — One of the first acts of the Constituent Assembly of Guatemala, 
was the abolition of slavery itself ; which disgrace of a civilized age was annihi- 
lated, so far as this State was concerned, by a decree of the 17th of April, 1824. 
The article is short and expressive, — it is as follows : — 

" Every man in the Republic is free, and no one who takes refuge under its 
laws can be a slave, nor shall any one be accounted a citizen, who carries on the 
slave-trade." 

Monte Video. — The 131st article of the Constitution made all children born 
of slave parents, free, and entirely prohibited the importation or trafiic in slaves, 
after the 10th of September, 1829. By this act, it was considered that slavery 
would become extinct in the present generation. But soon after the abdication 
of tlic Emperor of Brazil, numerous individuals emigrated to the Republic, 
bringing with them their property and slaves ; at first, the government, desirous 
of promoting farther emigration, wilfully shut their eyes to small numbers dis- 
embarking in the character of body servants, &c. In the course, however, of a 
very short time, the slave-dealers at Rio dc Janeiro, ever upon the alert to take 
advantage of circumstances, commenced a traflSc, by introducing slaves under 
the denomination of sailors in Brazilian vessels, or servants to Brazilian passen- 
gers, and claimed protection for this traffic under the interpretation of the word 
property in the 147th article of the constitution, which saya, ** Any individual is 
at liberty to enter the Republic, to reside in it, or to leave it loith his property, 
observing the hiv/s," &c. &c. These claims set up by Brazilian subjects, and 
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supported by their political agent at Monte Video, led to a correspondence *je- 
tween the government and the government of Brazil, which terminiited in the 
adoption, after rather a lengthened debate in the House of Representatives, on 
the 26th of March, 1832, of the following law :— 

Article L —All slaves that shall be introduced into the territory of the Republic 
after the promulgation of the present Ltw, shall, by the same act, be free. Ex- 
cept, 1st, Sailors of foreign vessels entered on the muster roll. 2nd, Slaves to 
foreign agents, — the one and the other shall remain slaves whilst they continue 
in the same service. 3rd, Slaves belonging to passengers, previous to the expi- 
ration of six months, will be protected by the office to which the case belongs. 
4th, Slaves that had belonged to the republic, and shall return with the same 
masters that exported tliem, within the term of two years. 

Article II. — Those slaves excepted in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd cases of the fore- 
going article shall be free, from the moment that their masters shall sell or ex- 
change them. And those slaves comprehended in the 3rd class of the 1st arti- 
cle, if not exported within six months, shall, after the expiration of that term, 
by the said act be free. 

Notwithstanding the slave-trade was thus made illegal, yet, as in all other 
cases, it had little or no^ffect in suppressing it. In the Parliamentary papers 
of last session, we find many remonstrances made to the government of Monte 
Video, by the British consul on the subject, and that he had made an attempt 
to negociate a convention for its more effectual suppression. But it is painful to 
add, there appears at present but little hope of his success. Mr. Consul Hamil- 
ton, in his despatch to Lord Palmerston, dated 23rd July, 1835, says, 

I perceive a most decided reluctance to put down the slave-trade, although 
it is distinctly prohibited by the constitution of the country, and many enact- 
ments hostile to it have subsequently, from time to time, been promulgated ; to- 
gether with a repugnance altogether as unequivocal to all foreign alliance : and 
that if the present Executive had ever, for one moment, in the teeth of that re- 
luctance and that repugnance, seriously and sincerely meditated the entire exe- 
cution of the treaties, it was solely with the hope of accomplishing, with greater 
facility, the long-contemplated loan in England. 

"But the party in the country, who are adverse to these treaties with his 
Majesty, have now acquired a decided ascendancy, and in consequence, the said 
loan, in spite of the heavy embarrassments of the exchequer, has dwindled, when 
placed against the rejection of those treaties, into an object of secondary im- 
portance."* 

Madagascar. '—In 1817 a treaty was concluded with Radama, the King of 
Madagascar, and renev?ed, with additional articles, in 1820, for the final abolition 
of the slave-trade throughout the whole extent of his dominions. 

Muscat.— On the 10th of September, 1822, the Imaum of Muscat signed a 
treaty with Great Britain, by which his Highness engaged, " that all traffic in 
slaves to foreign countries should cease, and be abolished for ever, throughout 
his dominions and dependencies, 

Persian Gulf. — In January, 1820, a general treaty was signed with the Arab 
tribes of the Persian Gulf, containing a declaration, that " the carrying off of 
slaves, — men, women, and children, from the coast of Africa, or elsewhere, and 
the transporting them in vessels, is plunder and piracy, and the friendly Arabs 
shall do nothing of this nature." 

( To he concluded in our next.) 

* See Parlittmentary Piipers. 
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AMERICAN KIDNAPPERS. 

One of the most revolting features in American society is the insecurity 
of life and liberty among the free persons of colour, in the Northern as 
well as the southern states. No free black is safe, even in the city of 
New York, without his parchment certificate about his body, at all times, 
and in all places. A set of miscreants are constantly prowling about, 
who, under colour of searching for runaway slaves, kidnap those who 
never were slaves, and hurry them off into interminable bondage. The 
papers published by the friends of the negro abound with the most fright- 
ful cases of oppression and cruelty of this kind. The laws passed for 
the protection of such persons are too feeble against that universal preju- 
dice which is inherited by almost the entire population ; so that a case of 
wrong which in this country would ring from one end of the land to the 
other, is there but slightly regarded, however deep the interests that are 
involved. 

"Rev. W. Munro, of Portland, and Mr. Forbes, of Boston, concur in declar- 
ing- that the practice of whites to search any coloured persons, bond or freb, 
male or female, whom they meet in the slave-states, is universal ; and indeed 
any one who reflects upon the laws of those states, must he aware that this right 
of search would necessarily result from those laws. This is very important in 
its bearing" on the kidnapping branch of the Domestic Trade. For, generally 
speaking, a free coloured man, deprived of his free papers, can entertain very 
little hope of vindicating his freedom. Where the liberty of a slave is hi ques- 
tion, it is extremely difficult to obtain the testimony of whites to facts in his fa- 
vour, however clear or notorious they may be. Mr. Forbes says, that he has 
known white witnesses, whose love of truth, justice, and humanity impelled 
them to come forward, and enabled them to defy persecution, to give their 
evidence amidst the hisses of the whole court-house. When it is considered 
that the sheriffs and constables or other persons serving subpoenas for witnesses, 
must all be white — that they must be paid— that the negro has very little to pay 
with, and can never, on the score of expense; compete with his master — that even 
if he should be able to bring his witnesses into court, he can seldom, from these 
causes, have legal counsel ; and that at last he is to be judged by slaveholders, 
it must be seen and acknowledged, that any free coloured man, without his cer- 
tificate in his pocket, is a slave, not of one man, but of every man he meets ! 
Such are some of the consequences of substituting a bit of parchment for that 
great law of God, that all men are free ; that universal law, which the Roman 
code in its worst state fully acknowledged, and applied to the condition of slavery 
in that empire ; so that there, in the worst of times, everj' man was presumed 
to be free, until the contrary were proved. Here he is presumed to be a slave, 
unless he proves himself free ! 

" The laws of the slave states concur with private depravity, to keep up this 
abominable trade. Their prisons stand ever ready to fiy open for the accommo- 
dation of soul-sellers and stealers, and to close upon their captives. The statutes 
of the old slave-breeding and slave-trading southern state? provide every means 
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for rendering nian-mercliandizing easy and lucrative. Thus they authorize the 
county courts to issue, under seal, certificates of the good character of any slave 
about to be sold to Georgia, Louisiana, &e. which greatly enhances his mer- 
chantable value, and is analogous to an invoice or bill of health in a lawful com- 
merce. The inhuman, and worse than heathen principles, universal in the 
slave states, that any coloured man shall be taken and deemed to be a slave, 
and shall be incompetent as a witness, whether slave or not, augment prodi- 
giously the facility of enslaving free men. Thus any coloured man may be im- 
prisoned by any white, and if no white witness appear, he must be sold to pay 
the advertising, jail fees, and for apprehending him. The laws in some states 
are so conscientious as to direct that in such cases he shall be sold only for a 
term of years to pay the above expenses ; but all accounts of the practice agree 
that this restriction is generally nugatory. Once sold, they are taken to Georgia 
and other states more south, and disposed of as entire slaves, to those who know 
not the contrary, or disregard it if they do ; and after this they must inevitably 
remain slaves for the residue of their lives. The awful motto was not more ap- 
plicable to Dante's hell : 

" ' 0 ye who enter here, abandon hope!' 

than to the entrance of Georgia or the Mississippi by these unhappy men. 

" It is true that * free papers,' as they are called, are some protection so long 
as they are retained, but what are they worth when every white ruffian has the 
RIGHT of search, and in nine cases out of ten finds those papers, however care- 
fully concealed, and tears them in pieces ? 

Another law, which, if not universal, is very general, in slave states, is that 
a slave, or any person for him, who shall sue for the freedom of the slave, in 
case the action shall fail, shall pay to the master double costs, and no slave can 
prosecute such action without first giving security for costs. 

" With such multiplied impediments in their way, how many free men held 
ill bondage, will be likely to vindicate their freedom ? The negroes must have a 
white man in some states to prosecute for them ; in all, they must have white 
sureties and witnesses, either of which it renders a white man unpopular witli 
his caste to be. Then he has counsel to fee, and clerk's and jury fees to ad- 
vance. All these things require money of men, whose very condition it is to 
have no right to acquire property, and to be incapable of possessing a farthing ! 
Supposing him by some miracle to have surmounted these, still judge and jury 
are slaveholders." 



Mr. Bourne, in his Picture of Slavery, relates, that " nothing is more common 
than for two of these white partners in iniquity, Satan-like, to start upon the 
prowl, and if they find a freeman on the road, to demand his certificate, tear 
it in pieces or secrete it, tie him to one of their horses, hurry to some jail, 
while one whips the citizen along as fast as their horses can travel. There, 
by an understanding with the jailer, who shares in the spoil, aii possibility of 
intercourse with his friends is cut ofF. At the earliest possible period, the captive 
is sold to pay the felonious claims of the law, bought through jugglery by this 
trio of man-stcalers ; and then transferred to some of their accomplices in ini- 
quity, who fill every i^irt of the southern states with fraud, rapine, and blood." 
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The following heart-rending facts will fully confirm the above state- 
ments ; and if they do not awaken British Christians to arise for the help 
of this poor, despised, and down-trodden portion of their fellow-creatures, 
we shall despair of arousing their sympathies on any subject. 

" In the same garret, were a young black widow woman, and an infant at the 
breast, both of whom were born free. Her husband had died a few days pre- 
vious to her seizure, and she was in a state of pregnancy at the time. She stated 
that the man in whose house she resided, together with her brother, and three 
other persons, came into the room where she was in bed, seized and dragged 
her out, fastened a noose round her neck to prevent her from screaming, and 
attempted to blindfold her, which she resisted with such violence that she pre- 
vented them from succeeding. Slie said, while one of them was endeavouring 
to fix the bandage over her eyes, that she Seized his cheek with her teeth, and 
tore a piece of it entirely off. She said one of them struck her head several 
times with a stick of wood, from the wounds of which she was almost entirely 
covered with blood. She showed me a large scar upon her forehead, occasioned 
by one of the blows which a gentleman, who saw her the day previous to the 
seizure, has since informed roe was not there before. She said, while she was 
struggling against them, and screaming, the man in whose house she .Ived 

bawled out, ' Choak the — ! don't let her halloo ; she'll scare my wife ! ' 

Having conquered her by superior force, she said they placed her with the child 
in the chaise, and refusing to dress herself, three of them, leaving the two who 
belonged to the house, carried her off in the condition that she was dragged 
from the bed, to a certain tavern in Maryland, and sold them both to the man- 
dealer, who brought them to the city of Washington. She stated that one of 
her captors drove the carriage, and held the rope which was fixed to her neck, 
and that one rode each side, on horseback ; that while one of them was nego- 
ciating a bargain with her purchaser, he asked her who her master was, and re- 
plying that she had none, her seller beckoned to him to go into another room, 
where the business was adjusted without troubling her with any further inquiries. 
She stated that her purchaser confessed, while on the way to Annapolis, that he 
believed she might have had some claim to freedom, and intimated that he 
Would liave taken her back, if the man of whom he bought her had not run 
away ; but requested her, notwithstanding, to say nothing to any body about 
her being free, which she refused to comply with. She affirmed that he offered 
her for sale to several persons, who refused to purchase her on account of her 
asserting that she was free. She stated that her purchaser had left her in 
Washington for a few weeks, and gone to the Eastern Shore, in search of more 
black people, in order to make up a drove for Georgia. 



" Mr. Jude Hall, a coloured man of New Hampshire, a valiant soldier during 
the whole of the American war, and at the time of his death a pensioner of the 
United States, lost three sons by kidnapping from New England vessels. One 
of them, after ten years* bondage, escaped to England, and wrote from there a 
few years ago, an account of his being sold by his captain, of his continuance in 
slavery during the above period, of his escape thence, and of his success and 
prosperity after arriving in England, where he had become the captain of a 
coasting vessel, and was happily married. This news was received after the 
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death of the father. The other two, if living, are still in slavery, and it is not 
known where.* 



" A coloured seaman of Boston was lately kidnapped at New Orleans, and 
committed to the calaboose, preparatory to being' sold and sent into the interior. 
He supposes that his captain, a Scotchman named Bulklej', was privy to the 
outrage. There he remained in the most filthy and infested of prisons, and be- 
lieves that he should have been in slavery at this time, if he had not been able 
to speak French. Availing himself of this advantage, he conveyed a message? 
through a Creole French soldier who was on guard, to two, friends in the city, 
who obtained his release. 

" This sailor saw in the prison nine coloured men, whom he knew to be free, 
having known several of theui as stewards on board of northern vessels. Two 
of them belonged to Boston, one to Portland, and three to New- York. After 
twenty days, they were to be sold. The witness adds the following remarkable 
declaration, which it is to be hoped may operate, if not as a help to reform this 
horrid abuse, at least as a caution to all coloured seamen, both against their own 
officers, and the caitiffs who infest the shores of tlie Mississippi. 

" There is a continual stream of free coloured persons from Boston, New- York, 
Philadelphia, and other sea-ports of the United States, passing through the cala- 
boose into slavery in the country. 



" James G. Barbadoes, of Boston, a member of the New England Anti-Slavery 
Convention states, among five cases of kidnapping within his own knowledge, 
one was that of his own brother. Wg quote his words : — 

" About eighteen years ago, Robert H. Barbadoes was kidnapped in New 
Orleans, imprisoned, handcuffed and chained, for about five months or longer, 
and deprived every way of communicating his situation to his parents. His 
protection was taken from him, and torn up. He was often severely flogged to 
be made submissive, and deny that he was free born. He was unluckily caught 
with a letter wrote with a stick, and with the blood drawn from his own veins, 
for the purpose of communicating to his father his situation ,• but this project 
failed, for the letter was torn away from him and destroyed, and he very severely 
flogged. He then lost almost every hope ; but at length the above Peter Smitht 
was kidnapped again in this garden of paradise of freedom, and being lodged in 
the same cell with him, he communicated to Smith the particulars of his suffer- 
ings. At the examination of Smith, he was found to have free papers, signed 
by the Governor ; in consequence of which he was set at liberty. He then 
wrote to Barbadoes' parents, and likewise arrived in Boston as soon as the 
letter. Free papers were immediately obtained, and signed by his father and 
Mrs. Mary Turel, Mr. — Giles, and Mr. Thomas Clark, town clerk ; and by the 
Governor of this state demanding him without delay, he was returned to his 
* native town, Boston, where all these other persons belonged. 



The following case is related by Mr. Stanton. 

"A member of this institution, recently visiting among the coloured people of 
Cincinnati, entered a house where was a mother and her little son. Tlie 

* AfScIavit of Robert Roberts of Boston, 
t One of the four persons previously mentioned by Mr, Barbadoes. 
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wretched appearance of the house, and the extreme poverty of its inmates, in- 
duced the visitor to suppose that the husband of tlie woman must be a drunkard. 
He inquired of the boy, who was two or three years old, where his father was ? 
He replied, • Papa stole.' The visitor seemed not to understand, and turning- to 
the mother, said, 'What does he mean?' She then related the following cir- 
cumstances. About two years ago^ one evening, her husband was sitting in the 
house, when two men came in, and profejsing great friendship, persuaded him 
under some pretence to go on board a steam-boat, then lying at the dock, and 
bound down the river. After some hesitation, he consented to go. She heard 
nothing from him for more than a year, but supposed he had been kidnapped. 

Last spring, Dr. , a physician of Cincinnati, being at Natchez, Mississippi, 

saw this negro in a drove of slaves, and recognized him. He ascertained, from 
conversation with him, that he had been driven about from place to place since 
he was decoyed from home by the slave-drivers, — had changed masters two or 
three times, and had once been lodged in jail for safe keeping, where he remained 

some time. When Dr. returned to Cincinnati, he saw the wife of the 

negro, and engaged to take the necessary steps for his liberation. But soon af- 
terwards, this gentleman fell a victim to the cholera, which was then prevailing 
in Cincinnati. No efforts have since been made to recover this negro. No 

tidings have been heard from him since the return of Dr. . He is probably 

now labouthig on some sugar or cotton plantation in Louisiajia, without the 
hope of escaping from slavery, although he is a free born citizen of Philadelphia.'' 



Review :— SLA VERY IN AMERICA : a Reprint op an Appeal 
TO THE Christian Women op the Slave States op America. 
By Angelina E. Grimke, of Charleston, South Carolina. With 
Introduction, Notes, and Appendix, By George Thompson. 

Hamilton and Co. London. 
The above is the title of a pamphlet, a large edition of which has just 
issued from the Edinburgh press, and which we earnestly recommend to 
all who have any sympathy remaining for that large portion of suffering 
humanity who are yet held in the iron fetters of slavery ; and the more 
galling and degrading from the high profession of religion which many of 
their unfeeling taskmasters have assumed. 

This appeal is introduced to the attention of the British reader by 
several useful memoranda on the general subject of slavery, and which 
adapt it to that large class of readers, who, since the passing of the aboli- 
tion act, have not taken much interest in a subject which once absorbed 
their almost entire attention. 

The Appeal is from the pen of Miss Angelina E. Grimk6, of Charles- 
ton, South Carolina (a slave state), a lady of distinguished family con- 
nexions, great moral worth, of peculiarly engaging manners, and undoubted 
piety. " It was my privilege," remarks Mr. Thompson, " to become ac- 
quainted with Miss Grimk^ during a visit to Philadelphia two years ago. 
Her fervent zeal in the cause of the slave, blended with a manner pecu- 
liarly soft and unostentatious, produced a deep impression upon my 
mind. I can bear testimony to the high estimation in which she is held 
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by the wise and good of her native country. She left, I believe, the'state 
of her birth, that she might escape from the polluted atmosphere of slavery, 
and mingle with those who sigh and cry for the abominations which are 
done in the land. With her sister, who shares her zeal, she is devoted to 
the cause of abolition, and is at the present time engaged in delivering 
addresses to select meetings of females on the subject of slavery. Her 
pamphlet is characterized by high unbending principle, sound reasoning, 
just views of the extent of the Divine law, and the spirit of the Gospel, 
and a tone of exquisitely tender and touching expostulation. It is emi- 
nently fitted to affect the conscience of the party addressed. The writer 
is well acquainted with the chief objections urged against emancipation 
and the abolition movement, and has, wisely (lirected her attention to 
these. Her book is an able exposure of the fallacies by which it is sought 
to palliate slavery, and a generous and powerful vindication of the motives 
and measures of the immediate abolitionists. 

The Anti-slavery movement in the United States has called into activity 
a vast amount of mind. There is no one topic, apart from politics, upon 
which so much is written as the subject of slavery j and certainly no 
topic besides, upon which what is written (on the cw/!/-sIavery side), is 
more in accordance with the spirit and precepts of the Gospel. The abo- 
litionists of America, in the prosecution of their great object, have had to 
contend with opposition of every conceivable kind. They have been 
assailed in their persons, their property, and their reputation ; but have, 
nevertheless, evinced, throughout the struggle hitherto, the most heroic 
devotedness to their principles," 

The Appeal opens as follows : — 

" Respected Friends, 

" It is because I feel a deep and tender interest in your present and eternal 
welfare, that I am willing thus publicly to address you. Some of you have 
loved mc as a relative, and some have felt bound to me in Christian sympathy 
and Gospel fellowship ; and even when compelled by a strong sense of duty to 
break those outward bonds of union which bound us together as members of the 
same community, and members of the same religious denomination, you were 
generous enough to give me credit for sincerity as a Christian, though you be- 
lieved I luid been most strangely deceived. I thanked you then for your kind- 
ness, and I ask you now, for the sake of former confidence and former friend- 
ship, to read the following pages in the spirit of calm investigation and fervent 
prayer. It is because you have known me that I write thus unto you. 

" But there are other Christian women scattered over the southern states, and 
these, a very large number of whom have never seen me, and never heard my 
name, and who feel no interest whatever in me. But I feel an interest in you, 
as branches of the same vine, from whose root I daily draw the principle of 
spiritual vitality. Yes ! Sisters in Christ, I feel an interest in you, and often has 
the secret prayer arisen in your behalf,— Lord, ' open thou their eyes, that they 
may see wondrous things out of thy law.' It is, then, because I do feel and do 
pray for j'ou, that I thus address you upon a subject about which, of all others 



Miss Grimke's Slavery in America, 



277 



perhaps, you would rather not hear anything ; but ' would to Gcd you could 
bear with me a little in my folly, and indeed bear with me, for I am jealous over 
you with godly jealousy.' Be not afraid then, to read my Appeal ; it is not 
written in the heat of passion or prejudice, but in that solemn calmness which is 
the result of conviction and duty. It is true, I am going to tell you unwelcome 
truths, but I mean to speak those truths in love ; and remember, Solomon says, 
' faithful are the wounds of a friend.' I do not believe the time has yet come 
when Christian women * will not endure sound doctrine,' even on the subject of 
slavery, if it is spoken to them in tenderness and love j therefore I now address 
you. 

" To all of you, then, known or unknown, relatives or strangers, (for you are 
all one in Christ), I would speak. I have felt for you at this time, when unwel- 
come light is pouring in upon the world on the subject of slavery, — light which 
even Christians would exclude, if they could, from our country, or at any rate 
from the southern portion of it, saying, as its rays strike the rock-bound coasts 
of New England, and scatter their warmth and radiance over her hills and val- 
leys, and from thenee travel onward over the Palisades of the Hudson, and down 
the soft flowing waters of the Delaware, and gild the waves of the Potomac, — 
* Hitherto shalt thou come, and no farther.' I know that even professors of his 
name, who has been emphatically called the * Light of the world,' would, if they 
could, build a wall of adamant around the southern states, whose top might 
reach unto heaven, in order to shut out the light which is bounding from moun- 
tain to mountain, and from the hills to the plains and valleys beneath, through 
the vast extent of our northern states. But believe me when I tell you, their 
attempts will be as utterly fruitless as were the efforts of the builders of Babel ; 
and why ? Because moral, like natural light, is so extremely subtle in its na- 
ture, as to overleap all human barriers, and laugh at the puny efforts of man to 
control it. All the excuses and palliations of this system must inevitably be 
swept iiway, just as other "refuges of lies" have been, by the irresistible torrent 
of a rectified public opinion. * The supporters of the slave system,' says Jona- 
than Dymoiid, in his admirable work on the Principles of Morality, ' will here- 
after be regarded with the same public feeling as he who was an advocate for 
the slave trade now is." It will be, and that very soon, clearly perceived, and 
fully acknowledged by all the virtuous and the candid, that in principle it is as 
sinful to hold a human being in bondage who has been born in Carolina, as one 
who has been born in Africa. All that sophistry of argument which has been 
employed to prove, that, although it is sinful to send to Africa to procure men 
and women as slaves, who have never been in slavery, that still it is not sinful 
to keep those in bondage who have conic down by inheritance, — will be utterly 
overthiovvn. V/e must come back to the good old doctrine of our forefathers, 
who declared to the world this self-evident truth, "that all men are created 
equal, and that they have certain inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness.'* It is even a greater absurdity to suppose a 
man can be legally born a slave under our free republican government, than 
under the petty despotisms of barbarian Africa. If, then, we have no right to 
enslave an African, surely we can have none to enslave an American. If it is a 
self-evident truth that all men, everywhere and of every colour, are born equal, 
and have an inalienable right to liberty, then it is equally true that no man can 
be bom a slave, and no man can ever rightfully ha reduced to involuntary bond- 

* Decision of American Independence, July 4, 1776. 
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age, and held as a slave, however fair maybe the claim of his master or mistress, 
through wills, and title-deeds." 

The fair authoress, then in a spirit of mild and courteous, but convinc- 
ing argumentation, clearly proves the seven following propositions : — 

First, that slavery is contrary to the declaration of American independence. 
Second, that it is contrary to the first charter of human rights given to Adam, 
and rene wed to Noah. Third, that the fact of slavery having been the subject of 
prophecy, furnishes no excuse whatever to slavedealers. Fourth, that no such 
system existed under the patriarchal dispensation. Fifth, that slavery never 
existed under the Jewish dispensation ; but so far otherwise, that every servant 
was placed under the protection of law^ and care taken, not only to prevent all 
involuntary servitude, but all voluntary perpetual bondage. Sixth, that slavery 
in America reduces a man to a thing, a * chattel personal,' rohs him of all his 
rights as a huma:^. being, fetters both his mind and body, and protects the master 
in the most unnatural and unreasonable power, whilst it thi'ows him out of the 
protection of law. Seventh, that slavery is contrary to the example and precepts 
of our holy and merciful Redeemer, and of his apostles." 

To attempt any abridgment or analysis of this argumentation would be 
to break a chain beautiful only in its unity and completeness, and in en- 
forcing it upon, her fair readers, she urges them to four things : — 

« 1st, You can read on this subject. 2d, You can pray over this subject. 
3d, You can speak on this subject. 4th, You can act on this subject." 

Nothing that could issue from our pen would be half so touching and 
impressive as the Appeal of this eloquent and impassioned writer ; we 
shall therefore merely quote a few of the concluding paragraphs ; and 
cannot but rejoice v/hen informed that two or three thousand copies of this 
Appeal have been sent into the slave states, and but few of them returned. 
May the blessing of God render them extensively useful ! 

" But you may say we are women, how can our hearts endure persecution ? 
And why not ? Have not women stood up in all the dignity and strength of 
moral courage to be the leaders of the people, and to bear a faithful testimony for 
the truth whenever the providence of God has called them to do so ? Are there 
no women in that noble army of martyrs who are now singing the song of Moses 
and the Lamb ? Who led out the women of Israel from the house of bondage, 
striking the timbrel, and singing the song of deliverance on the banks of that 
sea, whose waters stood up like walls of crystal, to open a passage for their 
escape ? It was a woman ! Miriam, the prophetess, the sister of Moses and 
Aaron. Who went up with Barak to Kadesh to fight against Jabin, King of 
Canaan into whose hand Israel had been sold because of their iniquities ? It was 
a wmnan! — Deborah the wife of Lapidoth, the judge, as well as the prophetess 
of that backsliding people ; Judges iv. 9. Into whose hands was Sisera, the 
captain of Jabin s host, delivered? Into the hand of a woman, — Jacl, the wife of 
Heber ! Judges vi. 21. Who dared to speak the truth concerning those judg- 
ments which were coming upon Jiidea, when Josiali, alarmed at finding that his 
people " had not kept the word of the Lord, to do after all that was written in 



Miss Grimkes Slavery in America* 



279 



the book of the Law," sent to inquire of the Lord conceming these things ? It 
was a woman, — Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum ; 2 Chron. xxxiv. 
22. Who was chosen to deliver the whole Jewish nation from that murderous 
decree of Persia's King, which wicked Haman had obtained by calumny and 
fraud ? It was a woman ! Esther the Queen. Yes, weak and trembling woman 
was the instrument appointed by God, to reverse the bloody mandate of the 
eastern monarch, and save the whole visible church from destruction. What 
human voice first proclaimed to Mary that she should be the mother of our 
Lord? It was a woman! — Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias ; Luke i. 42, 43. 
Who united with the good old Simeon in giving thanks publicly in the temple^ 
when the child Jesus, was presented there by his parents, " and spake of him to 
all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem }" It was a woman ! — Anna 
the prophetess. Who first proclaimed Christ as the true Messiah in the streets 
of Samaria, once the capital of the ten tribes ? It was a woman I Who minis- 
tered to the Son of God whilst on earth, a despised and persecuted Reformer, in 
the humble garb of a carpenter ? They were women / Who followed the 
rejected King of Israel, as his fainting footsteps trod the road to Calvary? "A 
great company of people and of women and it is remarkable to them alone he 
turned and addressed tlic pathetic language, " Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not 
for me, but weep for yourselves and your children." Ah ! who sent unto the 
Roman Governor when he was set down on the judgment-seat, saying unto liim, 
" Have thou nothing to do with that just man, for I have suffered many things 
this day in a dream because of him ?" It was a woman — the wife of Pihite ! 
Although " he knew tliat for envy the Jews had delivered Christ,*' yet he con- 
sented to surrender the Son of God into the hands of a brutal soldiery, after 
having himself scourged his naked body. Had the wife of Pilate sat upon that 
judgment seat, what would have been the result of the trial of this "just per- 
son?" 

"And who hung round the cross of Jesus on the mountain of Golgotha? Who 
first visited the sepulchre early in the morning on the first day of the week, car- 
rying sweet spice to embalm his precious body, not knowing that it was incor- 
ruptible, and could not be liolden by the bands of death ? These were women ! 
To whom did he first appear after his resurrection ? It was to a woman 
Alary Magdtilcne ; Mark xvi. 6. Who gathered with the apostles to wait at Je- 
rusalem, in praj'er and supplication, for the promise of the Father ;" the spiri- 
tual blessing of the Great High Priest of his Church, who had entered, not 
into the splendid tempk of Solomon, there to offer the blood of bulls and of 
goats, and the smoking censer upon the golden altar, but into heaven itself, 
there to present his intercessions after having "given himself for us, an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour ?" Women were among that 
holy company ; Acts i. 14. And did women wait in vain ? Did those who had 
ministered to his nect^ssitieSj followed in his train, and wept at his crucifixion, 
wait in vain ? No ! No ! Did the cloven tongues of fire descend upon the 
heads of women as well as men ? Yes, my friends, " it sat upon each of them ;" 
Acts ii. 3. Women, as well as men, were to be living stones in the temple of 
grace, and therefore their heads were consecrated by the descent of the Holy 
Ghost, as well as those of men. Were women recognized as fcllow-labourers in 
the gospel field ? They were ! Paul says, in his epistle to the Philippians, " help 
those women who laboured with me in tlie gospel Phil. iv. 3. 

"But this is not all. Roman women were burnt at the stake; their delicate 
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limbs were torn joint from joint by the ferocious beasts of the Amphitheatre, 
and tossed by the wild bull in his fiiry, for the diversion of that idolatrous, war- 
like, and slave-holding people. Yes, women suffered under the ten persecutions 
of heathen Rome, with the most unshrinking constancy and fortitude ; not all 
the. entreaties of friends, nor the claims of new-born infancy, nor the cruel 
threats of enemies, could make them sprinkle one grain of incense upon the 
altars of Roman idols. Come now with me to the beautiful valleys of 
Pifidmont. Whose blood stains the green sward, and decks the wild flowers 
with colours not their own, and smokes on the sword of persecuting France ? 
It is woman^s as well as man's ! Yes, women were accounted as sheep from 
the slaughter, and were cut down as the tender saplings of the wood. 

" But time would fail me to tell of those hundreds and thousands of women 
who perished in the low countries of Holland, when Alva's sword of vengeance 
was unsheathed against the Protestants, when the Catholic Inquisitions of 
Europe became the merciless executioners of vindictive wrath upon those who 
dared to worship God, instead of bowing down in holy adoration before " my 
Lord God, the Pope," and when England, too, burnt her Ann- Ascoes at J the 
stake of martyrdom. Suffice it to say, that the Church, after having been driven 
from Judea to Rome, and from Rome to Piedmont, and from Piedmont to Eng- 
land, and from England to Holland, at last stretched her fainting wings over the 
dark bosom of the Atlantic ; and found, on the shores of a great wilderness, a 
refuge from tyranny and oppression, as she thought ; but even here (the warm 
blush of shame mantles my chetk as I write it), even here, woman was beaten, 
and banished, imprisoned, and hung upon the gallows, a trophy to the 
Cross ! 

" And what, I would ask in conclusion, have women done for the great and 
glorious cause of Emancipation ? Who wrote that pamphlet which moved 
the heart of Wilberforce to pray over the wrongs, and his tongue to plead the 
cause of the oppressed African } It was a woman, Elizabeth Heyrick. Who 
laboured assiduously to keep the sufferings of the slave continually before the 
British public ? They were women. And how did they do it ? By their needles, 
paint-brushes, and pens ; by .speaking the truth, and petitioning Parliament for 
the Abolition of Slavery, And what was the effect of their labours ? Read it in 
the Emancipation bill of Great Britain. Read it in the present state of her 
West I^idia Colonies. Read it in the impulse which has been given to the cause 
of freedom in the United States of America. Have English women, then, done 
so much for the negro, and shall American women do nothing? Oh no i Already 
are there sixty female Anti-Slavery Societies in operation. These are doing just 
what the English women did : telling the story of the coloured man's wrongs ; 
praying for his deliverance ; and presenting his kneeling image constantly before 
the public eye on bags and needle-books, card-racks, pen-wipers, pin-cushions, 
&c. Even the children of the north have inscribed on their handy-work, " May 
the points of our needles prick the slaveholder's conscience." Some of the 
reports of these Societies exhibit not only considerable talent, but a deep sense 
of religious duty, and a determination to persevere through evil as well as good 
report, until every scourge and every shackle is buried under the feet of the 
manumitted slave. 

But why, my dear friends, have I thus been endeavouring to lead you through 
the history of more than three thousand years, and to point you to that 
great cloud of witnesses who have gone before, "from works to rewards?" 
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Have I been seeking to magnify the sufferings and exalt the character of 
woman, that she "might have praise of men?" No ! no ! my object has been 
to arouse you, as the wives and mothers, the daughters and sisters of the 
South, to. a sense of your duty as women, on that great subject which has already 
shaken our country from the St. Lawrence and the lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, 
and from the Mississippi to the shores of the Atlantic ; and will continue 
mightily to shake it, until the polluted temple of slavery fall and crumble into 
ruin. I would say unto each one of you, " What meanest thou, 0 sleeper ! 
arise and call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us that we 
perish not." Perceive you not that dark cloud of vengeance which hangs over 
our boasting Republic ? Saw you not the lightnings of Heaven's wrath in the 
flame which leaped from the Indian's torch to the roof of yonder dwelling, arid 
lighted with its horrid glare the darkness of midnight.^ Heard you not the 
thunders of Divine anger, as the distant roar of the cannon came rolling onward 
from the Texian country, where Protestant American rebels are fighting with 
Mexican Republicans — ^for what? For the re-establishment of Slavery j| yes! of 
American Slavery in the bosom of a Catholic Republic, where that system of 
robbery, violence, and wrong had been legally abolished for seven years. Yes ! 
citizens of the United States, after plundering Mexico of her land, are now 
engaged in deadly conflict for the privilege of fastening chains, and collars, and 
manacles—upon whom? upon the subjects of some foreign prince? No! 
upon native-born American Republican citizens, although the fathers of these 
very men declared to the whole world, while struggling to free themselves from 
the three-penny taxes of an English king, that they believed it to be a self- 
evident truth, that all men were created equal, and had an unalienable right to 
liberty. 

Well may the poet exclaim in bitter sarcasm, 

" The fustian flag that proudly waves, 
In solemn mockery o'er a land of slaves." 

Can you not, my friends, understand the signs of the times ? Do you not see 
the sword of retributive justice hanging over the South, or are you still slumber- 
ing at your posts ? Are there no Shiphrahs, no Puahs among you, who will dare, 
in Christian firmness and Christian meekness, to refuse to obey the wicked laws 
which require woman to enslave, to degrade, and to brutalize woman ? Are 
there no Miriams who would rejoice to lead out the captive daughters of the 
Southern States to liberty and light ? Are there no Huldahs there who will dare 
to speak the truth concerning the sins of the people, and those judgments, 
■which it requires no prophet's eye to see, must follow, if repentance is not 
speedily sought ? Is there no EsSher among you who wiU plead for the poor 
devoted slave ? Read the history of this Persian queen, it is full of instruction ; 
she at first refused to plead for the Jews ; but hear the words of Mordecai, 
" Think not within thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's house more than 
all the Jews, for if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there 
enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place : but thou and 
thy father's house shall be destroyed.^' Listen, too, to her magnanimous reply to 
this TiowpTful appeal : " / will go in unto the king, which is not according to 
law; and if I pensh, I perish." Yes ! if there were but one Esther at the South, 
she might save her country from ruin ; but let the Christian women there arise, 
as the Christian women of Great Britain did, in the majesty of moral power, and 
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that salvation is certain. Let them embody themselves in societies, and send 
petitions up to their different legislatures, entreating their husbands, fathers, bro- 
thers, and sons, to abolish the institution of slavery ; no longer to subject 
woman to the scourge and the chain, to mental darkness and moral degradation ; 
no longer to tear husbands from' their wives, and children from their 
parents ; no longer to make men, women, and children work without wages ; 
no longer to make their lives bitter in hard bondage ; no longer to reduce 
American citizens to the abject condition of slaves, of " chattels personal no 
longer to barter the image of God in human shambles for corruptible things such 
as silver and gold. 

The women of the South can overthrow this horrible system of oppression and 
cruelty, licentiousness and wrong. Such appeals to your legislatures would be 
irresistible, for there is something in the heart of man which will bend under 
moral suasion. There is a swift witness for truth in his bosom, which will 
respond to truth when it is uttered with calmness and dignity. If you could ob- 
tain but six signatures to such a petition in only one state, I would say, send up 
that petition, and be not in tne least discouraged by the scoffs and jeers of the 
heartless, or the resolution of the house to lay it on the table. It will be a 
great thing if the subject can be introduced into your legislatures in any way, 
even by women, and they will be the most likely to introduce it there in the 
best possible manner, as a matter of morals and religion, not of expediency or 
politics. You may petition, too, the different ecclesiastical bodies of the slave 
states. Slavery must be attacked with the whole power of truth and the sword 
of the Spirit. You must take it up on Christian ground, and fight against it with 
Christian weapons, whilst your feet are shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace. And you are now loudly called upon by the cries of the widow and 
the orphan, to arise and gird yourselves for this great moral conflict with 
the whole armour of righteousness, upon the right hand and on the left. 

Another encouragement for you to labour, my friends, is, that you will have 
the praj'ers and co-operation of English and Northern philanthropists. You will 
never bend your knees in supplication at the throne of grace for the overthrow 
.of slavery, without meeting there the spirits of other Christians, who will mingle 
their voices with yours, as the morning or evening sacrifice ascends to God. Yes, 
the. spirit of prayer and of supplication has been poured out upon many, many 
hearts; there are wrestling Jacobs who will not let go of the prophetic promises 
of deliverance for the captive, and the opening of prison doors to them that are 
bound. There are Pauls who are saying, in reference to this subject, " Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do ?" There are Marys sitting in the house now, 
who are ready to arise and go forth in this work, as soon as the message is 
brought, " The master is come, and calleth for thee !" And [there are Marthas, 
too, who have already gone out to meet Jesus, as he b6nds his footsteps to their 
brother's grave, and weeps, not over the lifeless body of Lazarus bound hand 
and foot in grave-clothes, but over the politically and intellectually lifeless 
slave, bound hand and foot in the iron chains of oppression and ignorance. Some 
may be ready to ^say as Martha did, who seemed to expect nothing but sjmipathy 
from Jesus, Lord, by this time he stinketh, for he hath been dead four days.'* 
She thought it useless to remove the stone and expose the lostlisome body of her 
brother ; she could not believe that so great a miracle could be wrought, as to 
raise. that putrified body into life ; but " Jesus said. Take ye away the stone; 
and when they had taken away the stone where the dead was laid, and uncov- 
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ered the body of Lazarus^ then it was that *5 Jesus lifted up his eyes and' said^ 
Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me," &c. " And when he had thus 
spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth." Yes, some may be 
ready to say of the coloured race, How can they ever be raised politically and 
intellectually, they have been dead four hundred years ? But we have nothing 
to do with hov/ this is to be done ; our business is to take away the stone which 
has covered up the dead body of our brother, to expose the putrid carcase, to show 
how that body has been bound with the grave-clothes of heathen ignorance, 
and his face with the napkin of prejudice, and having done all it was our duty 
to do, to stand by the negro's grave, in humble faith and holy hope, waiting to 
hear the life-giving command of Lazarus, come forth." This is just what 
Anti-Slavery Societies are doing ; they are taking away the stone from the 
mouth of the tomb of slavery, where lies the putrid carcase of our brother. They 
want the pure light of heaven to shine into that dark and gloomy cave j they 
want all men to see how that dead body has been bound, how that face has been 
wrapped in the napkin of prejudice ; and shall they wait beside that grave in 
vain ? Is not Jesus still the resurrection and the life ? Did He come to proclaim 
liberty to the captive, and the opening of prison doors to them that are bound in 
vain ? Did He promise to give beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness unto them that mourn in 
Zion, and will He refuse to beautify the mind, anoint the head, and throw 
around the captive negro the mantle of praise for that spirit of heaviness, which 
has so long bound him down to the ground ? Or, shall we not rather say with 
the prophet, the zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform this ?" Yes, his pro- 
mises are sure, ^.nd amen in Clirist Jesus, that he will assemble her that halteth, 
and gather her that is driven out, and her that is afflicted. ■ 

Sisters in Christ, I have done. As a Southerner, I have felt it was my duty 
to address you. I have endeavoured to set before you the exceeding sinfuhiess 
of slavery, and to point you to the example of those noble Iwomen who have 
been raised up in the church to effect great revolutions, and to suffer for the 
truth's sake. I have appealed to your sympathies as women, to your sense of 
duty as Christian women. I have attempted to vindicate the Abolitionists, to 
prove the entire safety of immediate Emancipation, and to plead the cause of 
the"'poor and oppressed. I have done — I have sowed the seeds of truth, but I 
well know, that even if an Apollos were to follow in my steps to water them, ''God 
only can give the increase." To Him, then, who is able to prosper the work of 
his servant's hand, I commend this appeal in fervent prayer, that as he " hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty," 
so He may cause his blessing to descend and carry conviction to the hearts of 
many Lydias through these speaking pages. Farewell — count me not your 
" enemy because I have told you the truth," but believe me in unfeigned af- 
fection, 

Your sjTnpathizing Friend, 

ANGELINA E. GRIMKE. 

Americans i Can ye not discern the signs of the tTmes ? When such 
thrilling sentiments are uttered, not by the tongue of a practised rhetori- 
cian, in the exciting presence of an acclaiming audience, but by a female. 
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a virtuous retiring female* under the simple impulse of a iioly^ and bene- 
volent, and righteous cause ? Are ye so blind as not to know wha 
all this means ? In your rage to degrade your peasantry into brutes, 
have ye banished from your own libraries, and your oivii memories, e\ery 
trace of the revolutions which history records ? Can the whole world see 
the doom that awaits you, and you remain the perverse and besotted vic- 
tims of your own infatuation ? Never, since time began, were the indi- 
cations of national convulsion so clear and convincing — written with a 
sunbeam, which the whole world can look up and decipher — as in the pre- 
sent aspect of the American States. Their only hope of rescue lies in 
the peaceful and benign, yet vigorous efforts of the Anti-Slavery cause. 
This is the only rainbow of promise for the western world. If the coun- 
sels of interested politicians, and the authority of an infatuated Presi- 
dent, shall push matters to extremities, before the friends of human kind 
have had time to leaven the mass of the public mind with their just and 
god-like principles, then will the States rise up in fearful contention with 
each other, and scenes of bloodshed witnessed by the fair heavens on 
a larger theatre than when Alexander attempted to span the world. But 
we bode better things, though we thus speak. The character of the 
American mihd, and of republican society the extent to which the prin- 
ciples "of the religion of peace and love are diffused among them, and the 
long-continued habit of deferring to public opinion rather than to brute 
force, augur a more benign conclusion to the conflict that is now raging 
among them. May the great God, who holdeth the reins of universal 
dominion, bring this contest to such an issue as shall restore every human 
being to his dignity as a man, and open the way for the clear progress of 
the religion of justice, benevolence, and love \ 



SLAVERY A DIVINE INSTITUTION. 

We solicit the attention of our readers to the facts contained in the following 
letter. They are facts, stated by a North Carolina farmer. 

Mr. Editor. — I frequently hear the assertion, and that from ministers of the 
jjospd — " The Bible sanctions slavery." " Slavery existed in the days of our 
Saviour and his apostles, and it was worse than the slavery which exists among 
us; and the Saviour and his apostles, so far from condemning it, prescribed rules 
to regulate it.'* These are the words of a respectable Presbyterian minister, 
living in a populous town in one of the slaveholding states. And we find minis- 
ters of the Presbyterian church, who hold 30 or more of their fellow-mortals as 
goods and chattels, who are not sufiered to learn to read the Bible, which sanc- 
tion this " divine institution and ruling elders in the same churcli, who, for 
the sake of gain, make a business of driving to market immortal beings. Per- 
mit me, Mr. Editor, to give you a few extracts from a letter, written by a 
respectable farmer living in North Carolina, dated Jan. 8th, 1837. 

" Sir, in aniSwer to your questions, 1 would say, as respects the education of 
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blacks, I know of none that are taught to read. The Rev. J. S. A. has 30 or 
more, and there is not one of them that can read a word ! 

" I know of none that I think would liberate their slaves even if the laws of 
the land would permit. The prices are too high for slaveholders to lose eight or 
ten hundred dollars by giving them liberty. Some of the anti-slavery publica- 
tions reach us. The ministers, to whom they are mostly directed, leave them in 
the Post Office. You ask, are slaves permitted to attend church } Oh, yes, 

Mr. always (on the Sabbath) takes one to watch his horse and have him 

harnessed in the chaise by the time the benediction is pronounced. As respects 
missionary operations, our people are quite liberal. They will sell one soul to 
enable them to send the gospel to another. Some of us are very full of love for 
the poor heathen whom we have never seen, but the poor heathen whom we see 
every day, we have lost all feelings of humanity towards them. 

"About eighteen months ago, A. H., one of the most influential elders in 

G church, bought (including some of his own raising) 28 slaves, and 

in the usual style, accompanied by his son, E. another member of the church, 
drove them to Alabama and Mississippi, and sold them. He returned home and 
purchased another drove of about the same quantity. This the son superintended 
to market last fall, and returned about six weeks ago. Both he and the father 
are now engaged, buying another drove for the Orleans and Mississippi market, 
A few days ago, the father was about purchasing a slave who had a wife and 
family. The slave declared he would die before he would be taken from his 
wife and family, and sold to the cotton planter. He was ordered oflP to work. 
Two white boys were sent after a load of wood to the place he was sent to. 
There they found the poor man hanging by the neck to the bough of a tree by 
a rope which his own hands had tied. His spirit was gone. The master had 
lost one thousand dollars which he was to have had on delivering him up next 
morning. 

The people here appear like maniacs after negroes and gold dust. The 
principal topic is, ' Who is giving the best price for negroes,' * I have two, three, 
or more for sale,' or, ' I wish to buy two or three to work at my gold mine,' Sec." 

J. B. willed his Mack man Tom to go to Liberia, but he refused to leave his 
wife and children, and the heirs sold him for 400 dollars. He is fifty-eight years 
of Kge. 



THE BAPTIST UNION. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Baptist Union, held in Devonshire Square 
Chapel, London, on Thursday, May 4th, the following resolution, on the motion 
of the Rev. Dr. Price, seconded by the Rev. W. Brock, of Norwich, was unani- 
mously agreed to ; — 

" I. That this Meeting regard with high approbation in point of principle, and 
with sincere congratulation in point of success, the operations undertaken in the 
United States for the abolition of slavery ; that they deeply sympathize with the 
American Abolitionists in the difiiculties with which they have to contend, as 
arising esneciJilly from the attitude of the highest authorities in the States ; but 
that they desire heartily to cheer them on in an attempt which has never been 
made without awakening appalling opposition, and can never be persevered in 
without signal success. 
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" II. Thdt a letter to the Baptist churches in America be prepared forthwith, 
earnestly imploring tliem to give, without delay, all the benefit of their active 
and zealous co-operation to the labours of those enlightened philanthropists in 
the United States, who are endeavouring to free their country from the reproach 
and guilt which are involved in a maintenance of their slave system." 

The Rev. W. Brock, in seconding the above Resolutions, expressed himself 
thus : — In discharging the duty, sir, which is thus devolved upon me, I beg the 
attention of the meeting to the phraseology of this motion. We are about to 
address the church of America ; to call upon the Americans — not so much as 
men as Christians — ^to beseech them to adopt a certain course of conduct, by 
the love which they owe to the Saviour of mankind. And thus we are avoiding 
a charge which sometimes has been made, that wc are interfering with the poli- 
tical, with the inter-national affairs of America. We are doing no such thing ; 
unless, indeed, most indirectly, by causing those who constitute the Church of 
Christ, to exercise the privileges which they legitimately possess. It is with the 
church that we remonstrate, and, for the present at least, with the church alone. 
And, sir, we are about to remonstrate, and to entreat our Christian brethren to 
do what they can in a constitutional manKer. They tell us, themselves, that 
Congress cannot abolish slavery — that each state must act for itself. Now, this 
bemg the fact, their duty, we conceive, is clear ; and our task, in urging them 
to its discharge, is clear too. Let them, sir, use their influence upon all who 
solicit their suffrages, at every election ; let them say to every candidate, in re- 
lation to slavery, what each of us means to say to our candidates, in relation to 
Church-rates, " Are you resolved upon its abolition — upon its utter, its unquali- 
fied, its immediate abolition ; because, if not, you are not my man ?" Let them 
make up their minds to push this question, and to act consistently with them- 
selves; and thus, although they may not soon succeed, they will deserve a simi- 
lar eulogium to that which our Lord pronounced upon the women : " They hav 
done what they could." But, sir, they must succeed ; despite Van Buren's 
oracular and presidential opposition, they must succeed. I hold in my hand his 
inaugural address, in which I find he avows himself " the inflexible and uncom- 
promising opponent" of the abolitionists. I shouM like to stand front to front 
with Van Bur en, in order to remind him of a few things, which, to our minds, 
are especially dear. I believe the Duke of Wellington once declared himself 
*'the inflexible and uncompromising opponent" of reform. And he was a firm 
and inflexible opponent, sir; but somehow we have reform. Thanks to the in- 
domitable spirit of the British people, we have reform. I believe Mr. Canninj^- 
once declared himself " the inflexible and uncompromising opponent*' of the 
Test and Corporation Act repeal; and he was an inflexible man. But, despite 
his inflexibility, those unrighteous acts were repealed. Thanks to the indomitable 
spirit of Christian principle, the sacred rite of our religion is no longer " an office 
key, apicklock toaplace." I believe a certain party in the VV est Indies once declared 
themselves " the inflexible and uncompromising opponents'' of the missionary 
cause. And verily by their acts they showed themselves to be inflexible men. 
But the missionary cause is still existing there. Thanks to a gracious Providence, 
the men who denounced our missionaries — the men who demolished our chapels 
— are constrained to hold their peace, or, what is better, to join in the support of 
the cause which they once resolved to destroy. I believe there was an English 
king who once declared himself " the inflexible and uncompromising opponent" 
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of ihe advancing tide ; and as, invested with all the paraphernalia of British 
royalty, he seated himself in majesty on the shore, he seemed to be an inflexi- 
ble man. But, somehow, the tide advanced and reduced him to the extremely 
awkward dilemma of yielding his inflexibility, or of being destroyed by the 
power which he had defied. Thus, Sir, precisely thus, will Van Buren. He has 
deemed it right to imitate Canute in the occupation of his position, and he will 
doubtless be compelled to imitate him by abandoning it without much delay. 
The stern magnificence of the republican President will no more be able to resist 
the rising of American emotion and of American resolve, than was the gaudier 
magnificence of the EngEsh monarch able to resist the advancing tide. The tide 
of American emotion is rising — already it toucheth the feet of the haughty 
republican ; and, urged onwards by Christian principle, and sustained by the 
power of God, unless he retire it will overwhelm him in ruinous disgrace. To 
contribute to that emotion — to assist in counterworking Van Buren's inflexi- 
bility — to secure the emancipation of every slave in the United States, is the 
object of the resolution which 1 now second with all my heart. 



ADDRESS OF THE BRISTOL ASSOCIATION OF BAPTIST 

CHURCHES. 

The following address was unanimously adopted by the parties on whose be- 
half it is signed, on Thursday, May 18th, 1837 : — 

The ministers and messengers of the Bristol Association of Baptist churches, 
met at Providence Chapel, Westbury-Leigh, Wilts, May 17th and 18th, 1837, to 
the members of the same denomination, in the United States of America, who 
are associated with Abolitionists of that country, for the deliverance of the slaves 
and coloured people from Slavery and oppression. 

Christian Brethren, 

Many of you have learnt from the resolution of our last anniversary meet- 
ing, that we cordially sympathize in the sentiments of great numbers of our 
countrjTnen respecting the monstrous system of slavery, and its attendant evils, 
still existing in so many states of your otherwise favoured and happy republic. 
We had been accustomed to refer to the rapid multiplication and prosperity of 
the churches of our denomination in the United States, as a striking exemplifi- 
cation of the evidence borne by Scripture in favour of its distinguishing pecu- 
liarities, and of the extent to which they may be reasonably expected to prevail, 
wherever the principles of Christianity and the rights of men shall be fully 
recognized. You may appreciate our astonishment and grief when we learnt 
that so large a portion of these churches and their pastors are not merely the 
apologists of this atrocious system, but its administrators and participants in its 
revolting and tremendous responsibilities. We felt as if the denomination, so 
providentially and so signally honoured in the persons of its missionaries, as a 
means of hastening the downfal of negro slavery in the British dependencies, 
was especially called upon to purge themselves from any participation in the 
guilt of its abettors, wherever found, by making common cause with the aboli- 
tionists of America. 

With this view we unanimously adopted the resolutions of last year, and it 
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affords us great pleasure to find that our associations generally entertained the 
same feeling, and adopted a similar mode of expressing it. We have learnt^ 
with much satisfaction, that this demonstration has contributed to induce many 
of bur brethren openly to plead for the deliverance of the oppressed. Our satis- 
faction would have been greatly increased, had all the churches among you, not 
personally implicated in its evils, evinced their sense of justice and re ligion, by 
protesting against the revolting abomination, and joining in the cry for its ex- 
tinction. Their not having done so is a powerful reason for our again adverting 
to the painful subject, and assuring you of the delight which your conduct, un- 
Aet circumstances so trying to your integrity and consistency, has afforded us. 
We devoutly pray, and confidently hope, that every succeeding year may wit- 
ness accessions to your number, and that complete and speedy success, may 
crown your efforts. 

We deeply sympathize in the increasing embarrassments and new sources of 
discouragement which recent political demonstrations must occasion to you and 
your coadjutors ; but we wish to assure you that we are far from auguring that 
they will retard or diminish the success that awaits you. Be not dismayed by 
the unseemly manner in which you have been denounced to your countrymen 
by those who, from their station and responsibilities, ought to have been supe- 
rior to party prejudice, and, by the influence necessarily accompanying their 
office, to allay, instead of fomenting, the animosities raging around them. Suffer 
not the violence of your traducers, to betray you into measures in any respect 
inconsistent with the heaven -descended principles on which your cause; is 
founded, and which, partaking of the immortality and omnipotence of their 
Divine Author, will live and triumph when your persecutors shall have been for- 
gotten. To be branded as the enemies of your country, and as unworthy of the 
respect and confidence of your fellow-citizens, simply because you are the friends 
of the oppressed, is an honour for which you may be grateful, since, in all ages, 
and countries, it has attached to many who are now regarded as the greatest 
benefactors of their species, and the lights and ornaments of the world. Our 
best sympathies and most fervent prayers attend you. Strong in the justice of 
your cause, and assured of the approbation of the Most High, we trust that the 
increasing difficulties of your position will only prompt you to more vigorous 
and persevering efforts for the attainment of the object on which your hearts are 
set, and we doubt not that you shall assuredly reap if you faint not. 
Signed on their behalf, at the unanimous request 

of tH« Association, SHEM EVANS, 

Moderator. 

The Resolutions of the Worcestershire, and other Associations, in our next. 
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And, marvdloQS though it seem, this monster, when 

It took the name of slavery, as oft 

It did, had advocates to plead its cause ; 

Beings that walked erect, and spoke like men ; 

Of Christian parentage descended too, 

And dipped in the baptismal font, as eigu 

Of dedication to the Prince who bowed 

To death, to set the sin^bound prisoner free. . 
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ADDRESS TO THE READER ON THE CONDITION OP 
THE APPRENTICES IN OUR COLONIES. 

This publication was undertaken principatlly with a view to awaken 
attention to the fact, that in the republican States of America, and among 
the Christian Churches in that land, Slavery, with all its train of 
abominations and curses, was not only permitted to exist, but even pallia- 
ted and justified from the press, the platform, and the pulpit ; and the 
Scriptures themselves called in to defend the system. Upon the passing 
of the Abolition Act in this country, having, as we supposed, washed our 
hands of all participation in the foul crime, we found ourselves in circum- 
stances, and it was equally the dictate of principle and benevolence, to 
look abroad, and exert our energies for its destruction wherever in other 
countries it had struck its pestilential roots. But we now find ourselves 
mistaken. Slavery, under another name, still exists in our own colonies; 
and whatever disgrace it may attach to our country, the world must know 
that the twenty millions which this country has paid, was not for the ex- 
tinction of Slavery, but for the change of its name. The narrative of 
James Williams, which is attached to the present number, and which 
cannot be read without a mixture of horror and disgust, fully confirms the 
suspicion long entertained, that the system is not dead, nor does it even 
sleep ; but that slavery at the present moment, with ail its attendant 
horrors and wrongs, its accumulated miseries and wretchedness, exists in 
undisturbed dominion in our own colonies, and among the subjects of our 
own Queen. Before we pretend therefore to take out the mote from our 
brother's eye, we must take out the beam from our own. America will 
not receive a lesson from us, regarding a crime of which we ourselves are 
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equally guilty. And mortifying as it may be, and however paralyzing to 
the friends of the Negro in other lands, the facts of the ease must be pub- 
lishedi and kno^vn to the world. 

Be it known, therefore, that when the government of Britain passed the 
great Abolition Act, by paying twenty millions as the price of the negroes' 
ransom, and for which they have had the plaudits of all the civilized world., 
the legislators of our country had power enough to extract the money out 
of the pockets of the British people, but had not power enough, or principle 
enough, to carry their own laws into execution. Slavery, while dead in 
law, still lives in practice. The people have been duped, most miserably 
duped ; and the poor victims abroad will be sacrificed to the Moloch of 
oppression, if we do not instantly arise and demand that the contract shall 
be regarded by the planter as the terms of it have been fulfilled by the 
English people. The conviction, long since entertained by the enlightened 
advocate of the oppressed, is forced upon us with irresistible power, that 
Slaver 1/ is a thing ijnpossible to mend : there must be Slavery in all its 
entireness, or no slavery at all. There is no middle process — no graduating 
step. Every man must be his own master, or subject to the unrestrained 
dominion of another. The system of slavery is so antisocial and disorgan- 
izing, so effectually eats out the very vitals of sound principle, that no 
foreign legislature can ever reach (to any practical purpose) those who 
are under its blighting, and pestilential influence. It so brutalizes', both 
master and slave, as to throw both of them, beyond the power of public 
opinion to reach, or of laws to control. 

The case is therefore clearly before the religious public of Great 
Britain. Either the poor emaciated slave must wear out the remainder 
of his bondage under c slow process of murder, many of them never to 
see the auspicious morning of freedom ; or we must arouse ourselves, and 
raise again that anti-slavery agitation which obtained the abolition laAv of 
1834. Can we reconcile ourselves coolly to look on, with a full knowledge 
of these facts before our eyes, and see these victims of oppression, whose 
ransom we have so dearly purchased, ground down to death in the house 
of bondage ? It must not be ! 

That agency which abolished Slavery in law, must again be resuscitated 
to abolish it in fact. And the present is the most favourable moment for 
effecting this high purpose. We are on the eve of a general election as 
we were when the nation was aroused on a former occasion. Our repre- 
sentatives must be told that the cursed apprenticeship-scheme is nothing 
but slavery in disguise — that it must be forthwith abandoned. The dis- 
senter must forget his grievances, or at least hold them in comparative 
abeyance; the proud heritor of the national glory must be told 
that his country is disgraced by making laws, which those for whom they 
are made,, laugh at rather than obey ; the reformer must see to it, that what 
he has already acheivedTs carfieltiYito^^ other objects. 
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We call then upon our Anti-slavery Societies, one and all, to re-organize 
themselves. They have been cheated out of the result of their former la- 
bours, and they must to work again. Arduous and disheartening as the 
labour may be, it must be dono. The lives of thousands, and the comforts 
of tens of thousands are at stake. The last year of the apprenticeship will 
be by far the worst of all. When the tyrant can get no more out of his 
slave, he will have no motive for mercy. His last stripe will reach the 
heart. Again, we implore our fellow Christians to rise, and to demand 
that the benign purposes of the abolition law may be carried into effect. 
Already have Liverpool, Birmingham, and Glasgow responded to the call. 
In a few days a Public Meeting will be held in London, when we implore 
every friend to the honour of his country, and every man having a spark 
of compassion for the oppressed and heart-broken among his fellow crea- 
tures, to lend the aid of his presence and support. The disclosures which 
Mr. Sturge (the Howard of the age) and others will then make, must 
awaken zeal in the most torpid heart, and utter a voice which the colonial 
office of our country M'ill not dare to stifle or disregard. 

Should any be disposed to urge that it is not worth while to petition 
now, as the period of full emancipation is so near at hand, let him read 
the following Address signed by fifteen of our Missionaries, and presented 
to Mr. Sturge just before he left the island of Jamaica. They know the 
facts and the urgency of the case, and are men whose character and whose 
credit is far beyond the 'shafts of calumny to reach. — What is their lan- 
guage ? 

"We cannot refrain expressing our deliberate opinion of the total imfitness of 
the apprenticeship system as an act of preparation for freedom ; and that it is to 
the unparalleled patience of the apprentices, and not to its tolerant spirit, 
that the present peaceful and prosperous state of the island is attributable. 

" To you we unhesitatingly declare our belief, that this mockery of freedom is 
worthless as a preparation for that state to which it can have no possible affinity ; 
that, while it represses the energy of the negro, it has rendered him distrustful 
of the British public, by whom he considers himself to have been cheated by a 
name ; tliat it has entailed, and is still entailing, excessive suffering, especially 
on the mother, and her helpless and unavoidably neglected offspring ; and that, 
to secure its termination, no eflbrt can be considered too great. 

**We, do therefore, most earnestly entreat you, on your return to your na- 
tive land, to exert your influence to effect the total abandonment of this system 
in 1838. 

"But if every effort fail in procuring the aoolition of the term of apprentice- 
ship to the predial apprentices, that those advantages may at least be secured to 
them to which they are entitled by the provisions, imperfect as they are, of the 
Act for the Abolition of Slavery. 

"We further urge you to watch with vigilance any law which may be intro- 
djiced in the Imperial Parliament, or passed by any of the colonial legisla- 
tures, to curtail the liberty of the negro after tlie termiiiation of the present sys- 
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tem ; and any enactments of a restrictive and oppressive nature, calculated to 
keep them more degraded than any others of their fellovt^-subjects for one mo- 
ment beyond that period. 

''Your own observations in this colony must, we think, have convinced you 
that the costly apparatus by which it was intended to secure a measure of pro- 
tection to the negro, is in many instances made instrumental in carrying on a 
system of coerciofi and oppression as odious as that from which he was intended 
to be freed. 

"We cannot but express our regret at the apathy manifested of late by some 
of those friends in England, who so long and so zealously exerted themselves in 
behalf of the injured sons and daughters of Africa, and must consider that the 
responsibility rests on them, who ha^ve the power to obtain justice for this still 
injured people, for any consequences that may take place j meanwhile we shall 
continue to exert our influence to tranquillize their minds under every disap- 
pointment, and to induce them to bear with patience the wrongs they are called 
upon to suffer. 

'* Is the abridgment of suffering such as we know to be inflicted, by the space 
of two years — the abridgment of it by that period to so large a number of our 
fellow-creatures — not worth being in earnest about? I envy not any man the 
possession of a heart that allows him to think or say so. Were it months instead 
of years we should do what in us lies to effect the deliverance. If we do not 
succeed, we at least enjoy the satisfactory reflection of having done our duty." 



TO BRITAIN. 

Britain slaveholder still ? Well does the name 

Comport with deeds of honour and of fame ! 

And is it thus ? — and dost thou know it is. 

Yet shrinkest not to bear a stain like this ? 

Thou didst, thou dost ; and with a boon wouldst buy 

The heaven-sent gift of natal liberty ! 

But thou hast bought its title, not itself. 

For still thy sons are hoarding human pelf. 

Content to/j^ubly cheat thee — of thy gold, 

And, of the freedom they so basely sold ! 

Arouse thee from thy lethargy. Why sleep 
Thy boasting senators o'er crimes so deep ? 
What were they bandied round from hand to hand. 
No home to shelter in a tyrant-land ; 
The minions of some despot-driver's nod, 
Without a guardian, 'taost without a God ! . 
What were they doomed to bear the horrid lash, 
Each thong a stroke, and every stroke a gash ? 
What were they severed from some valued heart, 
Till every snapping fibre seem'd to start, 
Wounding as wounded : — and each wound a pain 
That life would sink beneath, if tried again ? 
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Oh, there are sorrows in a negro's tear, 
That lifeless apathy would writhe to hear ! 
Yet, Britain, thou dost mock, with pageant-pride, 
A spot that leprodiaes all beside ! 

Weep, if thy eyes are marbled not ; — and own 

The God-heard echo of a negro's groan ! 

True sympathy is feeling with — then /or ; 

The eye must see, before the /land can draw ; 

The head must know before the heart cdn feel; 

Look, then, and weep ; — and while thou weepest kneel, 

That all the millions of the slaughtered dead. 

Rise not, to breathe their curses o'er thy head ! 

But long this stigma will not blot thy page ; 
The present shame, disgust the future, age ; 
Britannia cannot smile when blood is spilt, 
Nor dye her hands in never-dying guilt ; 
Nor where our banner in its proudness waves, 
VICTORIA'S name resound. The Queen or Si-aves ! 

T. S. E. 



FOREIGN SLAVE TRADE. 
No. IV. 
AMERICA. 

Having in previous numbers reviewed the state of our slave trad? treaties 
with all the governments of the continent of Europe and in the South American 
States, we now turn to the United States of North America, and as briefly as 
possible, state what has been done in regard to the abolition of the slave trade 
in this quarter of the globe. Here, the direful curse of slavery is not confuieu 
to distant colonies, nor the traffic in men, women, and children, carried on in 
distant coasts only, but slavery exists in hei very bosom, and the accursed 
trade in mankind, is carried on here, on the same terms, and with as little com- 
punction, as the trade in the beasts of the field, or in the productions of the 
soil. Slavery and the Slave-Trade exist in most of the States, and both are 
protected and fostered by them all. Of her domestic slavery, and of the 
buying and selling of her own subjects, however, it is not intended to treat in 
these pages, but to confine them to statements regarding the African branch of 
her slave trade. 

No fewer than nine acts, having for their ostensible object the abolition of 
the foreign slave trade, have been passed by the Legislature of the United 
States, between the 22nd of March, 1794, and the 6th of May, 1820; that of 
the earliest date prohibited "the carrying on of the slave-trade to any foreign 
place or country and that of the last date declared the slave-trade to be 
piracy, and afiixed the punishment of death to the crime. Thus all that can be 
effected by mere enactments, appears to have been done, but still the American 
slave-trade has flourished on the African coast. How is this } Some solution 
of the question may perhaps be found in the state of her treaties with this 
country. 
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The senate of the United States appeared at one period to have entertained 
a similar opinion ; for in the year 1807 they adopted the following resolution, 
viz : — 

"That the committee^ to whom was referred the petition of the comrnittee of 
the yearly meeting of the Society of Friends at Baltimore, be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the laws of the United States on the 
subject of the African slave-trade, as more effectually to prevent the said trade 
from being carried on by the citizens of the United States under foreign flags ; 
and also into the expediency of the United States taking measures, in concert 
with other nations, for the entire abolition of the said trade." 

From the spirit evinced by this resolution, hopes were entertained that the 
government of America might be induced to enter into a treaty with this 
country for the suppression of the slave-trade, and that the important measure 
of a mutual right of search might be agreed to, — a measure which appeared to 
afford the only means of securing the effectual execution of the laws already 
passed for that purpose. Accordingly,, in June, 1818, Lord Castlereagh ad- 
dressed a letter to Mr. Rush, the American minister in London, stating the 
necessity which existed for some effectual coacert being established amongst 
the principal maritime powers, to prevent their respective flags being made a 
cover for an illicit slave trade, and showing, that whatever might be the state of 
the law on this subject , the evil would continue to exist ; and that in propor- 
tion as it assumed a contraband form, would be carried on under the moat ag- 
gravated circumstances of cruelty and desolation. His lordship referred to the 
treaties already concluded with other powers for this purpose, and urged on the 
attention of the American government the advantages to be derived from their 
acceding to a mutual right of search. To this despatch, an answer was return- 
ed in the following December, by order of the President, which stated, that the 
American government was desirous of a total abolition of the foreign slave-trade, 
but declined to enter into any treaty for its suppression. Year after year has 
the illicit American slave-trade continued to flourish ; and year after year, have 
the advances made by this country for a treaty for affording mutual facilit^s 
for its suppression, met with like failure. The last effort was made in concert; 
with the King of France, who joined the British government in inviting Ame- 
rica to accede to the conventions lately concluded between the two former 
powers ; with how little success, the following letter from the French minister 
to Earl Granville will show. It is a remarkable document in the history of the 
slave trade : it is as follows, viz. : — 

Paris, 11th January, 1836. 

M. l'Ambassadeuu. — I received with the letter which your excellency did 
me the honour to write to me on the 3d inst., copies of two despatches and of 
their enclosures, from the minister of his Britannic Majesty at Washington, 
relative to the refusal of the American government to accede to the Conventions 
between France and Great Britain for the repression of the slave trade. 

The Cabinet of his Britannic Majesty will doubtless agree with us in consi- 
dering, that any further effort to induce the government of the United States to 
accede to these Conventions, as offering for the present at least, no chance cf 
success 

(Signed) «DE RIGNY/' 
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Thus the government of America is the only civilized government on record 
which has refused, and that too on a mere point of etiquette, to make a concession 
to the universal desire of all Christian men ; and has positively declared that 
*^under no condition, in no form, and with no restrictions, will the Uni^cd 
StJites enter into any convention or treaty, or make any combined efforts, of 
any sort or kind, with other nations for tho suppression of a traffic" which she 
has denounced as piracy, and declared those engaged in it to be worthy of 
death. 

The result is natural. — Private advices from the coast state, that already is 
the American flag taking place of the Spanish and French flags, which are fast 
disappearing in consequence of the late treaties. In a short time, therefore, it 
is probable, that the flag of America will cover the whole of the slave trade. 



For the foregoing hasty glance at the steps wliich have been taken by the 
English government for the suppression of the traffic in man, we are principally 
indebted to the publications of the Anti-Slavery Society ; the reflections which 
arise from the review are of the most melancholy character. That such efforts 
should be necessary to prevent man from being the oppressor and murderer of 
his fellow man, presents a woful picture of human nature ; and that the efforts 
which the philanthropists of Britain have rmdo should after all be attended 
with scarcely any permanently good effects, shows how much more potent man 
is to evil than he is to good. But of all the melancholy and sickening v:"v. 5 
which the benevolent mind can take of this affair, is, that the system Is 
carried on, and that too on its widest basis, and most malignant character, 
by men with the Bible in their hand, and the words justice, righteousness and 
mercy, issuing from their lips ! This exhibition of incongruities however is hap- 
pily confined to one spot. There is only one nation under heaven that we 
know, professing to feel and act out the evangelical truths of the Bible, have ever 
tried to mix up such opposites as the gospel and slavery. This is however at- 
tempted on a very large scale in the Southern States of America. A cowskin 
or whip in one hand, and a Bible in the other — teaching for the good of the 
soul one day, and seUing both body and soul the next — inculcating tho relative 
duties, and then violently rending them asunder for mere gain, arc objects not 
transacted in the back regions, out of the notice and beyond the reprobation of 
intelligent and reflecting men, but in their towns and cities — ^yea, within sight 
of their very capitol, and under the very eye of their legislators. 0 ! if there arc 
any sights upon earth that might tempt the infernal spirits from their dungeons 
to witness and to rejoice over, surely it must be the exhibition of such bare-faced 
hypocrisy, ^ ich horrid inconsistency ! 

But we shall be told that the Americans have long since by law abolished 
the African Slave Trade : — so far, they did well. But what was their motive 
in domg this ? Is it not evident that it arose from no conviction of the moral 
obliquity of the practice, not from any high sense of national justice and honour ; 
but from the low and sordid dictates of convenience. If the former had been 
the motive, why do they now stand out as .almost if not the only nation under 
heaven who refuse to co-operate with Britain in the anniiiilation of the traffic ; 
why do they not go hand in hand with us in this higli moral enterprize ? We 
iisk nothing of them on the high seas which we arc not wilUng to concede in re- 
turn ; we should inflict upon them an onlcal to which we are not mo,?t willing 
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to subject ourselves : and therefore it can be no feeling of national pride or jea- 
lousy. Is it not evident, that to the slave system itself they are wedded by an 
indissoluble bond ; and that every inierference with it, direct or indirect, shall be 
watched with an eagle's eye ? 

But what credit can a nation gain for the annihilation of the foreign slave 
trade, when what is ludicrously called the domestic slave trade, is carried on by 
law, and to an indefinite extent ? What a pitiable relief to a broken-hearted hus- 
band, or wife, or parent, to know that the object of affection is not taken beyond the 
wide seas ; that the man-stealer is not a foreigner but a native ! What a chill- 
ing consolation to see that the coffle of manacled and soul-stricken relatives are 
not put into a large slave-ship and carried to another continent, but into a flat- 
bottomed long boat, conveyed along the streams of the Mississippi, and only 
landed in another State ! The^ hope of ever seeing each other again is just as 
desperate in the one case as in the other — The separation is for life in each ; and 
when these separations do take place, they are almost always destined to a south- 
em latitude, where it is known to every disconsolate parent, that the servi- 
tude is more severe, the treatment more cruel, and the hope of ransom more 
hopeless. 

To object to the foreign slave-trade therefore, on any considerations of mora- 
lity, or justice, or feeling of any kind or degree, and to indulge in such brutal 
practices as these, is most obviously to strain at a gnat and to swallow a camel. 
Yea, it is worse ; it is doing that to their own countrymen, to their own servants, 
to their fellow-worshippers in the same temple, to the professors of the same 
faith and hope, that which they will not do to the uncivilized natives of another 
continent. When will this people, the admiration of the world in many things, 
see tliis their national sin, and wash their hands of so foul a disgrace 

A review of the negociations for the suppression of the slave trade compels us 
also to the melancholy conclusion, that to expect to extinguish slavery by 
cutting off the supply of slaves, k utterly futile and hopeless. If ever the trade 
in African slaves is annihilated, it must be by cutting off the market for them. 
Nothing less than the extinction of slavery will ever stop the slave trade. Thus 
is a conviction to which almost every enlightened philanthropist, as the result 
of a long and expensive process, has at length arrived. To attempt to stop the 
trade while such a nation as America, with her almost boundless shores and in- 
numerable harbours, winks at the trafiic, and refuses to subject her flag to any 
inspection,, is a wasteful expenditure of property and effort. The combined 
fleet of Europe, and the whole property of the world could not effect it. No : 
we must expend our energies in another direction. We must appeal to their ho- 
nour — to their sense of right and wrong — to their justice — to their religion — to 
their conscience. We must shame them out of practices fit only for savages, 
«nd the barbarous ages of the world. We must teach them by our example 
and by argument that the system is just as injurious to their interests as it is 
disgraceful to their character ; that it is a mighty obstruction to their spiritual 
welfare, and to the progress of the gospel ; that to attempt to bolster up the sys- 
tem by preventing discussion, by persecution, or gagging the press, is worthy 
only the meridian of Rome, or a college of Cardinals= And if we are permitted 
to do nothing else we will pray for them and weep over them ; and earnestly 
watch the efforts of those of her enlightened children who see their national sin ; 
and are in earnest in attempting to wipe it from the national conscience. 
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ANNEXATION OP TEXAS TO THE UNITED STATES. 

The readers of English newspapers cannot be entirely ignorant of the 
movements which have recently taken place in regard to this portion of 
the Mexican republic. It has frequently been introduced into our se- 
nate ; and whether regarded in its political or its moral aspect, is an affair 
in which no man who is adequately alive to the character and progress of 
society, ought or can feel uninterested. 

Whatever pleasure is enjoyed at the diffusion of knowledge, and civili- 
zation, and religion, among any portions of the human family, must of ne^ 
cessity be reversed, when we see a host of cruel marauders break in upon 
an unoffending state, introduce among them by force habits of lawless 
violence, robbery, and murder, extend the range of oppression and injus- 
tice, and throw back to an almost indefinite period all hope of rescuing 
the human family from the crime and curse of slavery. 

Especially is this change in the political relations of this part of . the 
world all-important to the United States, as it is of sufficient extent to 
partition off into six or eight states, each of which would be based upon 
the slave system, and each send its representatives to Congress, thus 
throwing the balance of power most completely in favour of slave-holding 
and despotic measures. 

We have for some time wished to introduce this subject before our 
readers, but the history of it embraces such a length of time and such a 
multitude of contingent events, as to have rendered it out of our power 
to compress it into the limits which our pages would admit. The great mo- 
ral cause of the revolution is however so admirably brought out in the fol- 
lowingarticle from the Ohio Philanthropist edited by J, G. Birney, Esq. 
that it supersedes the necessity of any labour of ours ; and it moreover is 
important that the aspect and leaning of the American government 
towards the slave question should be known to all the world, that it may 
take its proper place in the category of nations, at the head of the arbi- 
trary and despotic sovereignties of the world ; a people that '* frame mis- 
chief by a law that have " used oppression, and exercised robbery, and 
have vexed the poor and needy ; yea, have oppressed the stranger wrong- 
fully." This is their character among all nations who know what true 
liberty is, and who have learned that first lesson in Christian raorals, "to 
do to others as we should wish others to do to us." 

It may be necessary to state to some of our readers, that Texas is a 
part of the great continent of North America, immediately contiguous to 
the United States. It is that portion of tJie Mexican territory comprised 
between the Mouths and the Sources of the Sabine, Rio del Norte, and 
Arkansas, or Red Rivers. It is bounded on the east and north-east by 
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Louisiana and Arkansas ; on the west and south-west by the Mexican 
States of Coahuila, Tamaulipas, and New Mexico ; on the south by the 
Gulf of Mexico ; and on the north by the Red River. 

From the Ohio Philanthroput, April 2Qf.h. 
Report of the\Committee of the Harrisburgh Convention, on the relations of the 

United States and Texas, 

Considering this subject as one of the highest importance at the present mo- 
me'iit, your Committee have deemed it advisable to give it a thorough investi- 
gation ; and in doing so, they have found it necessary to recur to the proceedings 
of those concerned in it as far back as the period of the termination of the 
"Missouri Contest," — This is, indeed, absolutely requisite to furnish a correct 
idea of the subject in all its bearings. It shall be done, however, as concisely 
as the nature of things connected with it will permit. 

From various public documents and well authenticated statements now be- 
fore your Committee, they gather the following important facts and circum- 
stances' : 

The question of separating the Territory of Texas from the republic of 
Mexico, for the especial purpose of adding strength to the slaveholding party in 
the United States, was» not distinctly acted upon (though long eutcrtained by 
many) until the year 1820. By the decision of Congress, in the admission of 
Missouri to the rank of a state in this confederacy, the system of slavery was 
positively interdicted in all the remaining territory in the United States above 
the line of 36 degrees and 30 minutes of north latitude. This narrowed down 
the region, in which the establishment of new slave states was contemplated, to 
the circumscribed limits of Arkansas and Florida. As the slaveholders foresaw 
that, in process of time, the numerical strength of the free states would balance 
that of the slaveholding states in the national councils, even with the advantage 
they possessed of voting by proxy for three-fifths of their human "propertj-," 
they now resolved to obtain the territory of Texas, to preserve their preponde- 
rating influence, if it should be in their power. 

The first conspicuous advocate of this measure, who took a decided stand 
upon the principle aforesaid, was a distinguished political writer in Missouri. 
He treated largely upon the subject, and his sentiments were extensively pro- 
mulgated by the press in all the slaveholding states, &c. Many others, without 
distinction of political party, soon united with him in attempting, by various 
means, to impress on the minds of the slaveholders the necessity of the acquisi- 
tion of Texas. But as no legal claim to this territory could be sustained by this 
government, efforts were made to obtain a cession of it from Mexico, for a pe- 
cuniary consideration. This overture was promptly rejected by the Mexican 
authorities, and other means were devised for the accomplishment of the object. 

Previous to this period, several persons from the United States had obtained 
extensive grants of land from the Mexican government, for the establishment of 
settlements in Texas, and every exertion was now made, to throw in a popula- 
tion that would favour the slaveholding interest. — The system of slavery had 
been abolished throughout Mexico ; but these new settlers, proceeding mostly 
from the adjoining slaveholding states, evaded the laws relating to this subject 
with impunity, in consequence of internal difficulties then existing in the Mexi- 
can Republic. 
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At length the settlers and adventurers applied to the General Government of 
Mexico for the privilege of organizing a state within the limits of Texas. They 
generally, though privately avowed the intention of re-establishing the system of 
slavery, in contravention of the national laws. Their application was rejected ; 
and they soon thereafter took up arms and declared their independence of the 
Mexican republic. Many individuals and military companies, strongly armed 
and equipped, proceeded immediately from the United States, to participate in 
the contest : — and^by a fortuitous circumstance (the capture of the chief com- 
mander of the Mexican forces) they have been enabled to maintain their ground 
for a time. By their own statements, we learn that their army consists almost 
wholly of citizens of this country. Influential slaveholders have made great 
exertions to furnish means, both in men and money, to promote the insurrection ; 
while the insurgents have adopted a constitution, legalizing slavery in its most 
horrible forms. They have also proposed an immediate acknowledgment of 
their assumed government, and its union with the states of this Confederacy. 
In addition to these views of the subject before us, we must not omit to notice 
the following facts and circumstances : — ^The slaveholders are seconded in their 
efforts by the great land speculators in our free states, in the hope of realizing 
immense fortunes by the most extensive swindling operations. The slave-trade 
with the inhabitants of the United States having been declared legal by the in- 
surgents, and an extensive market for slaves being thus opened, a powerful im- 
pulse is given to both the American and foreign trafiic in human flesh. Tlie pe- 
cuniary profits of this traffic set at defiance all laws enacted by the different 
Christian nations for its suppression. Slaves from the African coast are fre- 
quently taken into the Texas country, as well as Louisiana, by way of Cuba. 
The high prices offered for them also encourage the practice of kidnapping free 
coloured persons in the United States ; and even in the cities of Philadelphia, 
and New York, regular establishments are kept up for the incarceration of its 
victims, and the barter of human blood and souls. 

Your committee is thus fully warranted in asserting, from evidence abundant 
and conclusive, that the proposal for the recognition of the independence of 
Texas, and its annexation to the United States, is a grand scheme of the slave- 
holding party in this country to extend their power and perpetuate the atroci- 
ties of their oppressive system with all its abominations, to an indefinite period. 
— And they conclude with the recommendation that this Convention enter its 
solemn protest against the measure, as one calculated to injure the cause of hu- 
manity, retard the glorious work of reformation, and endanger the peace and 
tranquiUity of the United States. 

The following resolutions and memorial are also submitted to the Convention 
for its consideration and adoption. 

B. LuNDY, Chairman, 
Resolved, That all Anti-Slavery Societies, and friends of the cause, throughout 
the United States, be requested to use proper exertions for the dissemination of 
correct information upon the subject of the contemplated re-establishment of 
slavery in Texas, &c. — and also that they endeavour to impress upon the minds 
of the people, generally, a sense of the danger whiih menaces our free institu- 
tions from that source. 

Resolved. That the following memorial and remonstrance be presented to the 
Congress of the United States, at as early a period as may be practicable, during 
the present session of that body. 
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MEMOIUAL 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress 

assembled. 

The meinorial of the Convention for tlie formation of an Anti-Slavery Society 
for the state of Pennsylvania, assembled at Harrisburg, respectfully sheweth : 

That 3-our memorialists have learned with sorrow and alarm, that a proposi- 
tion is now before your honourable body, to recognise the independence of the 
government assumed to be established by the insurgents of Texas, Against this 
measure your memorialists, in behalf of themselves, of the thousands whoni' they 
represent, and of the principles long cherished by the people of Pennsylvania ; 
in the name of liberty, justice, and humanity, enter their solemn and united 
protest. 

Facts, incontrovertible, which have come to the knowledge of your memorial- 
ists,, warrant the belief that the insurrection in Texas has been aided by citizens 
in these United States : That its main object — the grand cause of the move- 
ment as evinced by the sentiments and conduct of its advocates, and by the 
very condition of their assembled Government, is the RE-ESTABLisnMEiNX of Do- 
mestic Slavery — the re-opening of an immense Slave Market — to set up anew 
the shambles foe human flesh where the abhorrent traffic had been arrested and 
abolished by the legitimate authorities of Mexico— and finally, to annex the ter- 
ritory to the United States : — From a regard to the national honour — ^for the 
character of the age in which we live — for their obligations to posterity — and 
above all to the God of justice, 3'our memorialists feel themselves called upon as 
Pennsylvanians, the representatives of freemen and Christians, to offer their re- 
monstrance against any act, on the part of the country of which they are citi- 
zens, which sliall sanction or recognize a government which owes its origin 
to the base and unl' allowed purpose of re-establishing slavery on the soil of li- 
berty. 

Your memorialists, therefore, respectfully but earnestly entreat your honour- 
able body, to reject tlie proposition for the recognition of the Government as- 
sumed to be established by the insurgents of Texas, as well as all attempts that 
may be made to connect it with the United States. And as in duty bound, &c. 

Siirned in and on behalf of the Convention. 

F. Julius Lemoyne, President. 

The preceding article appears to have been drawn up previous to the 
election of the President, and the assembling of the Congress. The fol- 
lowing is from the "Philadelphia National Enquirer," written im- 
mediately after the recognition of the Texian States by the American 
Government, and expresses in indignant language the feelings of the 
right-minded patriots of that country on this disgraceful transaction. 

The deed is done! Notwithstanding all that has been said, and written, and 
printod; notwithstanding it has been clearly proven that the Declaration of In- 
dependence in Texas was the work of a lawless, marauding banditti from the 
United States ; notwithstanding this was known to the government, and the 
gre.'it mass of the people of this Union : and although a majority of our senators 
in Congress were thoroughly impressed with the truth of this, and were de- 
cidedly opposed to the recognition of the sovereignty of the PIRATE POWER ; 
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yet, in the face of all this, our honest citizens have been deceived and be- 
trayed by their representatives ! the Slaveholding Usurpers have carried their 
point ! ! the nation is committed in support of their monstrous crimcj disgraced 
in the eyes of the world, and subjected to the vengeance of unerring justice ! ! ! 

Our paper of last week had but just gone to press, when the surprising news 
was received that the senate of the United States had passed Walker's resolu- 
tions, acknowledging the Independence of Texas, by a vote of 23 to 19 ! Every 
item of previous information from Washington had led to an opposite conclu- 
sion. It was well understood that a plurality of senators were opposed to the 
measure. And yet when it came to a decision, it resulted as above men- 
tioned ! 

Thus the deed is done ! So far as the accrediting of TWO Ministers Pleni- 
potentiary from the Pirate Government^ and the appointment of a Charge d' Af- 
faires to it by our own, can sanction the monstrous scheme of national marauding 
and national aggrandizement, — it is done! J The second grand step is now 
taken by the slaveholding party, which has most eflPectually exercised its malign 
influence over our government, for the robbery and dismemberment of the 
Mexican Republic. The next, and final step, will be an application to Congress - 
for the annexation of the territory to the United States. This will be done, the 
first moment that an opportunity is presented. 



CAUSE OF THE LATE AMERICAN PANIC. 

In the Annual Report of the American Anti-slavery Society, held the 
9th of May last, there is a statement of one of the causes which has led 
to the present derangement of the commercial afliiirs of that country 
which merits the attention, not of that nation only, but of every nation 
that has any thing to do, directly or indirectly, with the accursed and 
heaven-denounced system of slavery. Its effects are as insidious and as 
ramified as the plague ; and its consequences are entailed, not only upon the 
hands polluted with the blood-stained system, but like the plague, its 
curse lies concealed in many instances in the very wares and merchandize 
Avhich are raised by its adoption. 

The following passage occurs in the Report, an abstract of which has 
been forwarded to this country : — 

"The present collapse of commercial credit, as it has been in some degree 
brought about by slavery, so it will not fail to re-act upon it for the , relief of the 
slave. The capitalists, and mercantile men of Great Britain and our northern 
cities, anxious to share the plunder of the poor slaves in the shape of profits on 
cotton, have outbid each other in offering premiums to slaveholding rapacity 
and prodigality in the shape of advances and long credits, till their enormously 
distended bubbles meeting others similarly inflated, by some slight jar, all have 
burst together, and men are wondering after the localities of their departed glc- 
ries. One of the reasons of the present pressure, is that slaveholders have bor- 
rowed immense sums which they are unable to pay. Take the affairs of a 
single cotton planting state, as an illustration. Mississippi has doubtless received 
her full share or one fourth part of the 250,000 slaves said to have been carried 
by last 3' ear's traffic into the four southern cotton planting states. But sup- 
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pose, to allow for some exaggeration, that she has received but 50,000 and tlie 
price which has often risen to 1600 and 2000 dollars per head, has averaged 800 
dollars — and we have an outlay for slave labour of 40,000,000 dollars more than 
the value of the whole cotton crop of the country at the present price. But this 
year's importiition of slaves is only the last term of a series. The state must 
have been already in debt vastly beyond her resources. To pay this debt, she 
relied ultimately on the cotton crop, but immediately on the advances of cotton 
foctors and the banking capital she had invited from abroad. That capital is 
said to amount nominally to 10,f500,000 dollars based on 2,000,000 dollars of 
specie. Tiie circulation is said to be 60,000,000 dollars. Is it any wonder that 
these slaveholders, who to keep up with their prodigaUty, rapacity, and debt, 
were obliged to swell every silver dollar of their borrowed money into 30 dollars 
of paper, should at last be unable to pay ? And is it not to be expected that 
before northern capitalists recover their share of this debt, their admiration of 
tlie peculiar institutions of the South will be essentially abated.''" 



TESTIMONY OF BRITISH CHRISTIANS AGAINST SLAVERY. 
Address of the Members cf the Pri'shyterian Synod of Ireland distinguished by 

tlie name of Seceders, to their brother Christians of the American Church. 

Dear Bhethkf.n in Christ, — W e have long looked to your country with in- 
tense and increasing interest, not us the home of liberty, or the scene of an im- 
mense experiment in which the destinies of the world are involved, but as ex- 
hibiting tlie sublimity of Christian enterprise, encircling the world, and embrac- 
ing the whole human family. Resolutions such as have been passed and carried 
into operation by your Bible, Missionary, and Temperance Societies, have given 
to America a sublimity and a glory which her great rivers, lakes, and mountains, 
her great statesmen, and her free institutions could never have imparted ; and 
while we reflect with thankfulness on all you iiave already done, we look for- 
ward with high hope to enlarging fields of still nobler and holier enterprise. 
One melancholy consideration, however, mingles with all our sympathies to- 
wards you ; while we hold up your bright example, that the world may rejoice 
in its light, our hearts sink at the reflection, that America, the land of liberty, is 
also the land of the slave ; and that while her ships sail on the bosom of all the 
seas, trophies of temperance-emancipation, and her missionaries in all lands 
proclaim "liberty to tlie captive, and the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound,'' the victims of her oppression pine at home ; and cruel prejudice and 
heartless i*'^f-intcrest hold in degrading bondage tens of thousands, wlio have 
proved themselves worthy of every fright and privilege of man. Brethren, 
we have no wish to dwell on the many and aggravated wrongs inflicted by 
you on your countrymen in slaver}-, nor to denounce in harsh terms the 
unjust and uncliristian policy to which your pride or your fear has driven you ; 
we address you in love, and it is because we love you, and rejoice in the great 
things God has done by you, that we speak to you plainly and boldl}', beseech- 
ing you by the God of the spirits of all flesh, and by the spirit of hhn in whom 
the bond and free are one, to let the oppressed go free and to break every yoke. 

»T iiciLi mi; ptiiii Oi la pKtLii *» «^ ivinjv* liUliiJlig ui iiiipo^aiuiiiLi«^a , J Ou iiUvc 

yourselves taught us that "What ought to be done can be done, and should be 
done now." American Christians have already accomplished what fear and 
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selfishness called iinpossibilities, and tlsej will aecomplisli more ; the same tnitli 
-which has returned triumphant from many a field can conquer still, and we 
shall not wait long, lill the foul blot on America s fair fame, the dark, unseemly 
plague-spot, be wiped away for ever. Then shall the mouths of the gainsayers 
be stoppec, and your example shine in unsullied lustre ; then shall your light 
break forth as the morning, and your health shall spring forth speedily ; your 
righteousness shall go before you, and the glory of the Lord shall be your rere- 
ward. If you take away from the midst of you the yoke, the putting forth of 
the finger and speaking vanity ; if 3'ou draw forth your soul to the hungry, and 
satisfy the afflicted soul, then shall your ligltt rise in obscurity, and your dark- 
ness be as the noon da}-. The Lord hasten it in his time. 

(Signed) John Edgah, D. D. 

Professor of Divinity, Royal College, Belfast. 

At an Annual Meeting of the Liverpool Auxiliary to the Baptist Missionary 
Society, held in Byrom street Chapel, on June 13, 18.37, 

John Cropper, Jun., Esq., in the Chair, 
It was moved by the Rev. B. Godwin, seconded by the Rev. C. M, Birrell, 
and carried unanimously. 

That this meeting, having heard the authenticated statements of George 
Thomson, Esq., feels deeply afflicted and indignant that the Act, passed witli a 
view to effect the immediate Abolition of Slavery, has proved so far nugatory as 
to have placed those now called Apprentices in a State little better, and in many 
respects worse, than it was before Twenty Millions of British money were paid 
for their perfect liberation ; — and that therefore this meeting pledges itself, in 
the strength of Almighty God, not to relax in efTorts until justice be rendered to 
the Slave and to the British people." John Cuoppeb, Chairman. 



Letter from the Berks and West London Association of Baptist Churches in 
England, to the baptized churches in the United Slates. 

Dear Brethren, — At our recent assembly which was held at Chelsea, on the 
16th and 17th of Ma}' last, we bcre you afTectionately on our hearts, in all that 
relates to your purity, peace, and prosperity : but we cherished an especial sym- 
pathy with you in that great conflict with wretchedness and sin, under the form 
of Slavery in which we rejoice to know that, to a great extent, you are engaged. 
And upon this subject we address you. 

In slavery, as subsisting in the land you occupy, you see an evil which has 
sprung from causes over which you had no control, and for the origination of 
you are not responsible. Your position in relation to it is highly critical and 
important. It has a direct tendency to modify, and of course to deteriorate, the 
aspect of Christianity among j'ou. The members of the churches are taken, of 
necessity out of a community, whose tone of general sentiment is acted on by 
the existence of Slavery among them, and in many eases out of a community, of 
actual slaveholders. 

Hence there is obviously a danger lest the temper of the churches should be 
far less elevated on this sulycct than it ought to be ; lest the ministry of the gos 
pel, and the discipline of the churches should be lowered ui accommodation to 
it ; and lest this injustice and iniquity should obtain first a toleration, and tlien 
a sanction, where it ought to be most deeply bewailed, and most promptly re- 
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nounced. We are not desirous of making ourselves judges how far the tempo- 
rary toleration of slavery by the professed disciples of Christ may be (as it has 
been alleged to be in part) inevitable ; it is enough for us to know, that it can 
be so only in part. In what part the toleration of slavery by Christians or by 
Christian churches is inevitable, is a question of casuistry, admitting, doubtless, 
of different answers in different circumstances, but requiring to be answered 
with scrupulous and resohite fidelity in all. The answer to it In any given case 
depends very much upon the feelings ; very much on the tenderness of the con- 
science ; on the spirit of love, on the sense of justice, and on the readiness to 
make sacrifices when duty calls for them. But it cannot, surely, be disguised 
from you, that the prevalence of slavery in a community tends to blunt all these 
feelings, and to generate a race of Christians even, in whom they shall be ex- 
tremely defective and inoperative. The gospel ministry itself may become so 
modified as to lose its adaptation to the cure of this evil, inasmuch as the minis- 
ters may be infected by it, and the people may be unwilling to hear "sound doc- 
trine." Christianity^ which is essentially adverse to slavery, and is destined to 
be not only its enemy, but its conqueror, may thus unhappily become its patron 
and ally ; and be made to cherish under her wings the dreadful mischiefs which 
she is fitted and called to destroy. Do not be offended with us, dear brethren, 
if we warn you against so obvious and so serious a danger. No greater evil to 
the world can arise, in any respect, than a lowering of the tone of Christianity 
by its professed disciples : and in no case could the evil be greater, than in refe- 
rence to slavery — a system of iniquity and misery so widely prevalent, and so 
deeply rooted, as to require the strongest influences of the gospel for its over- 
throw. Let us entreat you, therefore, to watch over the purity of the churches 
and the faithfulness of the ministry. Guard yourselves from a wish to have 
■withheld from you any part of the counsel of God. Not only suffer from j-our 
ministers, but enjoin them to bring forth the clearest statements, the most 
searching inquiries, the most weighty motives, by which your minds may be 
enlightened and quickened in regard to your own duty, and by which, also, the 
just and salutary influence of the gospel may affect the opinions of the commu- 
nity at large. 

The caution and entreaty we have thus ventured to address to you, acquire 
greater importance from the consideration, that in the influence of Christianity 
Res the only hope of the abolition of slavery. No other power is at work for it 
now. But this has begun to operate, and tS already working with a mighty and 
most promising energy. Many of you have taken a prominent and noble part 
in the struggle, and we trust all will shortly do so. We rejoice to know that 
your hands have not been more deeply stained with this sin than those of other 
communities of Christians ; and that in endeavouring to wipe away the stain, 
none are more forward. Our heart's desire is to encourage you in your exertions. 
We see in them the spirit of Christ, and w^e love his ima^e in you. We share 
in your hostility to the powers of darkness, and are helping together with you 
in prayer. We sympathise in your trials and obstructions, whether arising fiom 
popular violence, or the hostile attitude of the civil power. But we know you 
will persevere. The voice of millions in Great Britain cheers you on to the at- 
tack ; and we blend our voice with the general acclamation. You must be suc- 
cessful L you be stedfast. There have been many battles fought in defence of 
slavery, but the defenders of it have never triumphed. They have been doomed 
to see their bulwarks, one after another, give way, and their victims, mass after 
mass, escape from the tyrant's grasp. And so it shall be still. And if, in the 
United States, there shall be fought the severest batde, there also shall be gain- 
ed the most glorious victory. Whoever may linger in this holy war, do you, 
dear brethren, even to a man, be in the van'of the array that shall achieve it. 
The God of all power and might go before .you and be your rereward ! 

Signed by order and on behalf of the Association, 

Joseph Tvtfo, Secretary. 

WallingfoYd, Berks, June, 1.5, 1837. 

Other bodies of Christians have publi'?hcd similar testimonies, which we 
must reserve to a future opportunify. 
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APOLOGY FOR SLAVEHOLDINO. 

From the merited abhorrence with which the entire system of slavery 
is viewed in this country, it is to many persons a matter perplexing be- 
yond conception, how any Christian, can be brought to adopt or justify such 
a species of cruelty and wrong. No man^ acquainted with the workings of 
the human mind, but will be ready to concede, that there must be some 
process of reasoning by which even the slave-dealer and the man-thief 
justifies his conduct to himself. Habitually to violate his conscience is 
what no man can do for any length of time. Tt would be a source of tor- 
ment to him more than sufficient to counterbalance all the gains of 
injustice, or the sweets of arbitrary power. It would be to arm a fiend 
vidthin him whose voice would antedate the misery of the damned. There 
must be a process, however hollow and delusive it may be, by which the 
abettors of this system justify it to themselves ; and more especially is 
this evident, when we recollect the length of time, and the extent of 
country, in which it has been practised ; and that it has been but very 
recently that any general and open demonstration of public feeling has 
been exhibited against it. Even at the present moment, the active op- 
ponents of slavery form but a small proportion of the people of the north ; 
and in the south, scarcely such a man is to be found ; and those who are 
there, dare not open their lips on the subject. It appears, therefore, only 
an act of justice, that we should devote a page or two of our work to per- 
mit so large a class of professing Christians, ministers of the gospel, officers 
of Christian churches, and indeed more than one-half of the entire pro- 
fessing population of America, to justify themselves, in their own lan- 
guage, before their fellow-Christians in other parts of the world. This 
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we will now permit them to do ,* and, moreover, we will bespeak them a 
careful and candid consideration on the part of our readers ; and we will 
not prejudice their cause by any animadversions of our own, either by 
way of prologue or epilogue, but leave their own statements to make 
their own impression. The iirst of the following papers is from the pen 
of the Rev. Mr. Plumeu, a leading minister of the Presbyterian deno- 
mination, apparently written in his official capacity, and obviously intended 
to embody the statements of that body of Christians with which he stands 
connected. 

MR. PLUMER'S REASONS, 
Before the Presbyterian Convention at Philadelphia^ for leaving the Subject of 

Slavery untouched. 

1. When the compact, under -which the General Assembly has attained to its 
present importance, was formed, every presbytery entering into tlie agreement 
(with not more than, one exception, if hideed there was one) existed in a state 
under whose laws domestic slavery was established. It is incredible that in 
that compact it was ever contemplated to censure what was a common practice 
in nearly or quite all our presbyteries. Our first reason therefore is, that such 
action would be unconstitutional, and therefore wrong. 

2. Ail such action is contrary to the example and teachings of Christ and his 
apostles. It is not even pretended thai they ever moved the question of the 
lawfulness of slavery. On the contrary, all they say on the subject is soothing 
to every feeling of asperity or jealousy or distrust, either in master or slave. 

3. It is impossible to enter on the subject without immediately interfering 
with the polities of the land. No question now before the American people is 
more intermingled with political interests and parties and legislation than is 
this* It is confessed that to agitate the subject of the basis of representation in 
any of our state legislatures, would justly clothe this body and the whole of the 
Presbyterian church with odium and suspicion. We know full well, however, 
that the foregoing subject might be far more safely discussed here, than that 
whose introduction we wish to prevent. Either of the foregoing reasons would 
Sx our purposes on this subject. But we have other reasons which tend greatly 
to strengthen our determmation, such as, 

4. That any action on this subject not asked for by us, necessarily proceeds 
upon a heavy indictment against the morality of the people of the slave-holding 
states. It immediately arraigns us as guilty, and puts us upon our defence. The 
people most concerned in the question of slavery, ought to be the party wishing 
for action. But we have never asked for any thing to be done b}' tlie Assembly 
on this subject. If there be any immorality in the maimer of holding slaves un- 
der the laws or contrary to the laws of any state, the church session or the pres- 
bytery is the proper court in which to commence process, and not the Assembly, 
which is the court of final judicature. — We utterly refuse to be accused or tried 
en masse for any thing. 

6. The men most ready and prominent in agitating the subject viete, in Paul's 
time, men who knew little or nothing of it, but raved about questions. ' We 
have no reason to believe that human nature is ehauged for the better, and we 
do believe that if those who now agitate the subject, understood it, they would 
immediately desist. 
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6. We would be basely recreant to our own good and that of our semnts, if 
we should meet to discuss this subject any where, and especially out of the 
bounds of our respective stfites. We mean to govern and control under our aw- 
ful responsibility to God alone, both our children and our servants, and do for 
them that which we believe to be most for their and our benefit, without for a 
moment tolerating any interference with our domestic relations. 

7. We testify what we do know, that nought but evil, pure, unmixed and 
dreadful evil, has resulted to bond and free, black and white, throughout all the 
slaveholding states, from the excitement which has prevailed on the subject 
out of those states, and we are determined not to increase evils already so dis- 
tressing. 

8. All that we, who reside in the slaveholding states, say and do on the whole 
subject is habitually so perverted, and our motives are so misrepresented, that 
we think it best to avoid all discussion and action, except such as may be ne- 
cessary for self-defence. Even were it proper at any time to say or do aught 
on the subject, the public mind is now ill prepared to receive, in a good temper, 
any thing that may come from us or from any other qu.^rter on the subject. 

9. In a delegated body as large as the Assembly there will always be some 
who will avail themselves of the opportunity, which discussion preceding other 
action afiPords, to make irritating and Jiisulting speeches. Feeling no direct or 
immediate responsibility to those who are peculiarly aggrieved by such remarks, 
they will even be wanton and cruel. We have no idea of needlessly permitting 
ourselves to be placed in a situation so unpleasant. 

10. Should the Assembly, after discussion, pass any vote on the subject^ even 
by a large majority, nobody will be bound by such vote except so far as it may 
favor their peculiar views. Consequently, a battle fought one year will be re- 
newed the rext, until the meeting of this body shall be the grand anniversary 
for biting and devouring one another. Our wish is to leave off contention before 
it be meddled with — to quit quarrelling before we begin it, inasmuch as strife 
always goes hand in hand with every evil work. 

11. Every concession, which for the sake of peace and union we may at any 
time have made, has been grossly misconstrued into a consciousness of guilt, a 
confession that wc had a bad cause. We have no doubt that such would be the 
abuse of any concession which we might now make. We wish it fully under- 
stood that we have nothing whatever to concede on any branch of the subject. 

12. To admit any action on the subject would render us ridiculous in the eyes 
of those who have no interest in the general subject, contemptible in the eyes of 
our enemies, a:nd odious to our own dear people and fellow-citizens of the slave- 
holding states. 

13. Wc foresee very great evils which must arise unless this whole subject bo 
immediately put to rest. For ourselves, we are determined to avoid these evils. 
The agitators of this subject will unquestionably overrun some portion of our 
land with incalculable calamities unless speedily checked ; and we, in common 
with all our fellow-citizens in the South, are determined that our respective sec- 
tions of the land shall not be the field of ruin. If calamity must come, it sliall 
be to those portions of the laud, where good men, professing neutrality and 
lackinc firmness to resist the torrent, have let in the overflowia?" seourfye. — 

14. Any discussion not miserably tame, however cool, kind, scriptural, and 
defensive it might be on our part, would necessarily inflame passions already 
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overheated, and would fan an excitement which we believe to be, in its origin, 
principles, and spirit, fierce, impertinent, reckless, and v/icked. 

16. We are perfectly well satisfied with our own previous and present course 
in relation to this whole subject.— We have no cases of conscience to submit to 
the Assembly, or any other body of men, or any branch of it. Our consciences 
accuse us not. We do not, therefore, wish anythinn^ to be done in a matter res- 
pecting which we have no scruples to relieve, but have a very plain course 
marked out before us. 

16. We do firmly believe, thut the recent excitement on this whole sub- 
ject owes its origin and maintenance, in no small degree, to several unworthy 
causes. The first is a spurious and feverish philanthropy. Tliis has affected 
some. , The second is a fanaticism, deep, and dark, and wild, and mahgnant, 
which has engaged a few. The third is a design of wily, partisan politicians, 
who wish to produce a certain state of things in the country, well understood by 
themselves. This has had great influence. We are fully determined, in reliance 
upon God, never to be the factors or the subjects of such influences as these. 

17. Finally, should the Assembly take up this subject and legislate upon it, 
and decide that slaveholding is a sin, then, of course, the persons who should 
thus vote would wish the southern churches cut off* for immorality, and the 
southern churches would all feel themselves instructed by the apostle Paul to 

withdraw from such." Thus our church would be rent asunder, and southern 
and northern Presbyterians and Congregationalists could no longer meet even in 
a social way, and hail each as brethren. Well, the work of division thus begun 
must go on, and soon another, and another, and yet another denomination will 
divide by North and South. Thus the strong bond of religious friendship will 
be broken. Then nothing is left to be done to finish the work, except to arouse 
and inflame the infidelity and the animahsm of North and South against each other, 
give the tocsin of disunion a blast, i..ud rend the star-spangled banner in twain, 
and soon the hostile forces will be marshalled against each other, and the 
Potomac will be dyed with blood. Can it be that the righteous Judge of all the 
earth has so dreadful a controversy with the Presbyterian church of the United 
States as to give her up to the folly and madness of being the first to hoist the gate, 
and let this flo'4 of desolation roll in. God forbid that a punishment so terrible 
should await u ! 

These are sc ae of our views. Though 1 have the pleasure of knowing that I 
have uttered sentiments approved, to a letter, by several good men, both in the 
South and in the North, yet my name alone is to be connected with these state- 
ments. The Lord give wisdom and grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in these days, when men's hearts arc failing them for looking for those *hings 
which shall come to pass. 



The following article is an abstract of two discourses, preached by an 
episcopal clergyman, by which we have an insight into the kind of theology 
adapted to the atmosphere of a slave state. 

" This is the title of two discourses, delivered on Sunday, Nov. 27, 1836, in 
Christ Church, Raleigh, N. C, by Geo. W. Freeman, Rector of the church. A 
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committee of the Senate, then in sesr^ion, requested their publication. Bishop 
Ives, in a note to the author, says he listened to the discourses ' with most un- 
feigned pleasure,' and desires their publication *from a conviction of their 
being urgently called for at the present time.' — Botli sermons are from this text : 
Col. iv. 1. Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal, knowing 
tJtat ye also have a master in heaven. 

" The author argues that the word rendered servant, in the text and elsewhere 
in the Scriptures, means slaves ; that it is one of the penal consequences of sin 
— an effect of ' that doom ' — Cursed is the ground for thy sake, SfC. ; that Abra- 
ham was a slaveholder ; that ' not a word, disapproving the practice, ever fell 
from his (the Saviour's) lips ; that the apostles, though they frequently spoke of 
slavery, yet never did it * with one word of disapprobation that Paul reclaimed 
and sent back to his master * a fugitive slave that slavery ' was sanctioned by 
God himself ;' that the slaves have great reason to be contented and thankful, 
that the curse pronounced upon Ham has been changed into a blessing with re- 
gard to them, in consequence of their introduction into this country from Africa. 

" The conclusion then is, says the author, * no man, nor set of men, in our 
day are entitled to pronounce it WRONG ' — and ' we may add that slavery, as 
it exists at the present day, is agreeable to the order of Divine Puovidbnce. 

" The preacher next addresses masters, on their duties to their slaves ; that 
they be not overworked, or unmercifully punished j but, on the contrary, that as 
' the labourer is always worthy of his hire,' the just * hire ' of these people is, ' at 
the least, a complete and comfortable support ; and that oral instruction should 
be given, especially to the children ; because * if after all we should fail of mak- 
ing our slaves sincere and humble Christians, still we might well hope to succeed 
in making them more useful servants and better menJ 

" The preacher concludes by reminding masters (he being one) that they have 
'a master in heaven,' even Jesus Christ, who will one day appear as their Judge, 
and require of them to give a strict account of their stewardship .' That he is 
master of the slave in the same sense as he is their master; that both are his 
property; both bought 'with a price,' even the price of his own precious blood; 
both redeemed by the same merciful Lord, 'and shall receive our final account 
from the same mouth.' The discourses are concluded with the parable of the 
King who would take account of his servants, and the injunction of the Saviour, 
* He that hath ears to hear let him hoar.' 

''Reader, to this complexion will all slaveholding preachers come at last. 
Slavery must be defended from the Bible. The ' institution ' must be upheld as 
one of mercy, as a blessing to slaves, to the masters, and to the country." 



SLAVERY THE CAUSE OF THE AMERICAN PANIC. 

A paper was inserted in our last number on the cause of the late Ame- 
rican panic. Since that publication was issued, the papers received from 
America frpm different parts of the Union, fully corroborate the vie\v 
there given ; and its importance fully justifies us in laying the following 
additional statements before our readers. 

The foUomng description of the melancholy and desperate condition of 
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one of the Slave States is extracted from the *'Ohio Philanthropist" 
of May 19th. Providence is evidently teaching those by his frowns who 
refuse to receive instruction from his word. 

" Tho news from Mississippi is of the most disheartening character. Letters 
from g-entlenien of the h^j-hest standing, in various quarters of that state, tell of 
things that would not have been dreamed of two months ago, 

" Negroes that three months since cost 1200 to 1500 dollars each, can be 
bought in any part of Mississippi for 250 to 300 dollars cash. This description 
of property, whose increased value depended entirely upon the late exorbitant 
prices of cotton, has there come down to a level with the present depreciated 
rates of the great staple, leaving the unfortunate purchaser minus thousands. 
The loss on this kind of property alone is enough to bankrupt the State. But 
the misfortune does not stop here. 

" The planters had anticipated their crops, and received and expended three 
fourths of their value months ago. On the delivery of the cotton so bought and 
paid for, they mutually came forward, and expected to mortgage as it were, 
their labour, capital, and time, for the next twelve months, in order to procure 
sufficient of the necessaries of life for the support of their negroes, and get 
means for carrying on their plantations, pitching their crops, &c. To their sur- 
prise, the 4th of March and its attendant destruction came upon all their ex- 
pectations, and crushed them in an instant. They are now left without provi- 
sions and the means of living and using their industry, for the present year. In 
this dilemma, planters whose crops have been from 100 to 700 bales, find them- 
selves forced to sacrifice many of their slaves in order to get the common neces- 
saries of life for the support of themselves and the rest of their negroes. In one 
instance, a small planter whose hopes ran high last winter, and who owned 
twenty- two slaves, sold three of his best men, for which he had actually paid 
3200 dollars, for 850 dollars, to buy pork and corn for the remainder. In many 
places, heavy planters compel their slaves to fish for the means of subsistence, 
rather than sell them at such ruinous rates. There are at this moment thousands 
of slaves in Mississippi, that know not where the next morsel is to come from. 
The master must be ruined to save the wretches from being starved." 



From the Friend of Man, May 31. 

" Rival politicians have exhausted their ingenuity to trace out and expose 
what they conceive to be the principal cause of our present distress. It is re- 
markable that they have not hit upon a single supposed case, that is not itself, 
a well known and undeniable effect of slaveholding. 

During the forty-eight years since the establishment of the Federal Constitu- 
tion, there have been only two short periods, of four years each, in which a 
slaveholding administration and a slax^eholding policy have not governed this 
people, and what marvel if the interests of free labour and free commerce should 
suffer under their rule ? Wc have established tariffs and repealed them ; we 
have chartered national banks and unchartered them, and we have manaofcd 
every other department of political and financial §conomy, just as the dominant 
statesman of the South have seen /it to dictate. And the South moulds her 
policy to suit the interests of slaveholding. She holds the sway because the 
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Constitution gives her a disproportionate representation in compliment to her 
policy o{ slaveholding. Just so far, therefore, as the commercial distresses of 
the country are the result of a bad national policy (if it be so), just so lar they 
are the result oi slaveholding. 

" Another class of politicians very confidently trace our present embarrass- 
ments to an inflated paper money and extended credit system. They affirm 
that the producing classes are made the prey of overgrown and disproportionate 
hordes of traffickers and speculators, who prefer to live by their wits instead of 
their hands — who choose to earn their bread by converting the agricultural pro- 
ducts of the country, its barrels of flour and its bales of cotton, into so many 
boxes of dice, or packs of cards, to gamble with, instead of adding to their num- 
ber by their own honest labour — who even cut up the soil of the country into 
one vast chess-board, dotted with anticipated villages, and checkered with the 
intersecting streets of cities yet to be buUt, that they may themselves pocket to- 
day, the earnings of the labourer that is to cut down the forests and build the 
cities of coming generations, half a century hence. 

" There is reason to believe that these causes exist, and have had their share 
in producing our present troubles. But these causes are only the ^ects of a 
previously existing cause. Sober and patient industry once characterized the 
descendants of the pilgrims. Whose example has set them agog to live without 
labour, upon the labour of the producing classes ? It is the example of the 
slaveholder! What has made honest industry disreputable .5* Slaveholding ! 
Where was the first lesson learned, that it was more honourable to live in idle- 
ness than to subsist by labour ? Among slaveholders. Where did the mania of 
gaming commence, that has swept so fearfully over our country Among slave- 
holders. Who first invented the device of carrjdng to market, to-day, the earn- 
ings of the labourers whose work was to be performed in coming years ? The 
slaveholders ! 

" There are times when even merchants, in all their hurry and bustle, are 
obliged to pursue, and look at the fundamental principles and facts by which all 
the pecuniary matters of a community must ultimately be governed. Such a 
crisis is the present. We have just returned from the city of New York. Such 
a change in public sentiment and feeling we never before witnessed. Heaven 
grant the impression may be salutary and abiding. 

"We sauntered slowly, one day, through the centre of mercantile operations 
in New York. We contrasted the present appearance of things with the eager 
bustle and joyous anticipations of a year ago. An old. acquaintance tapped us 
gently on the shoulder. He had been a merchant in the city for a number 
of years. We had known him when he commenced the race of life with no 
capital but his industry and good name. We had known him when he num- 
bered, by estimation, his hundreds of thousands. He was among the ardent 
opposers of abolitionists in 1834. in these trying times he always eyed us 
askance, or, what was more commonly the case, took care to let his eye 
rest on some other objeci, when wc were passing each other on the side 
walk. But now, it was not so. We had heard his name mentioned among 
the list of the recent failures. His youthful acquaintances — though abolition- 
ists, were not unheeded by him, novi;. Immediately after the first salutation, 
he began, — * well — these times are doing more for abolition in one day, than 
all your societies in a year. I should have been a rich man, if IJiad learned 
wit enough not to trust the slaveholders.' 
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"Parting with this man, we stept into the countinghouse of a friend who 
has a large establishment and a partner in one of the cities of the South. 
To this gentleman I had never broached the ' delicate subject ' of abolition- 
ism, well knowing that it was his utter abomination. But he now introduced 
it himself. *A few months ago,' said he, 'the Richmond Enquirer was 
boasting that the South had one hold upon the North, which would bring 
them to terms. That hook was commerce. The North could be made to 
put down the abolitionists, when they saw it was the only means of securing 
southern custom. But now,' contmued the merchant, Uhe North has got 
its belly full of southern custom. Southern debts, on an average, are not 
worth ten cents on a dollar, nor are they likely to be, for a quarter of a 
century to come. No! 'Sot. never' [added he, with great emphasis] 'so 
long as the slave system continues, and so long as Northern merchants re- 
tain their senses, or remember the catastrophe of 1837.' 

" The following item will serve as an illustration of what we are now 
saying. And the testimony comes from the citadel of the slaveholder. 

Bankruptcy of New Orleans. 
From the New Orleaus Bee of the 15th May. 

"The liabilities of the cotton fectors and buyers are commensurate with 
the exports of the city — say seventy-five millions ; including the responsi- 
bilities of the actual planters, the amount may be one hundred millions. 
But, taking into consideration the amount due on land or real estate specu- 
lation, the actual indebtedness of New Orleans may be fairly estimated at 
two hundred millions. From what sources can this amount be presently 
produced? Acceptances have been given twelve months in advance on 
crops ; cotton buyers will lose nearly forty per cent on their purchases and 
exportations ; and land speculators are from five to twenty-five years in ad- 
vance of the productiveness of their lands and lots. Factors have nothing 
for their acceptances ; planters can make nothing by the present price of 
cotton — eight to ten cents per pound ; buyers must lose on exportation, in 
consequence of the depressed condition of the Liverpool and Havre mar- 
kets; and the land and lot speculators have only a representative value of 
about one dollar in twenty, 

' Relief is therefore almost impossible ; and some of the most discreet and 
experienced citizens judge it preferable to allow the evils of their present 
onward and fearful course, which may probably continue for six or eight 
months longer. The commercial horizon is so obscured, that scarcely a ray 
of hope glimmers in the vista. All is darkness, doubt, and despair." 



^ The " Market has fallen. — One of the chief sources from whence our 
Southeni " brethren " derive their wealth in prosperous times, and to which they 
could always resort for relief in times of embarrassment like the present, seems 
to have almost entirely failed them, if we may credit the accounts given in theij 
own papers. They can not sell one another^ for any thing like a decent price ! 
Only think ; a MAN will not fetch more than about 150 dollars now, though 
iust as fat and lioaJthy as he was a vear asro. when he would brine 1200 dollars ! 

Wliat a falling off is here ! Why, we begin to think there are no decent men 
at the South ; for if there were, they would command better prices. — From the 
Republican Monitor. 



313 



AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

This Society held its fourth anniversary at the Broadway Tabernacle, on Tues- 
day morning, May 0th, ARTHUR TAPPAN, President, in the chair. Prayer, 
and reading the Scriptures, by Rev. LEICESTER A. SAWYER, of New Haven, 
Conn. The Report of the Executive Committee was read by the Corresponding 
Secretary, Elizur Wright, Junr. 

AhUract of the Fourth Annual Report. 

The Report commences with a tribute to the memory of the venerable George 
Benson, one of the Society's Vice Presidents, and Thomas Shipley, and Edwin 
P. Atlee, two of its most active and devoted managers ; which it improves as an 
admonition that the time is short in which we can plead the cause of the Lord's 
outraged and down-trodden poor. It proceeds to state that 483 new Societies 
have been organized during the year, making the whole number 1006. State 
Societies have been organized in Michigan and Pennsylvania, while those already 
existing in seven other states, have prosecuted their labors with increasing zeal, 
energy, and success. The number of presses wholly or in part devoted to the 
propagation of Anti-Slavery doctrines, has been greatly multiplied ; while op- 
posing presses have, in numerous instances, given marked indications of their 
sensibility to an approaching turn in the tide of public feeling. 

The amount of funds placed in the hands of the Committee has not lieen a^r 
^reat as waf. expected at the last anniversary. The total receipts have been 
i6,567 dollars 92 cents, being an increase over the receipts of last year, of 10,701 
dollars 62 cents. Of this, a much larger sum than las: year has been expended 
on the support of living agents. The issues from the press have been as follows, 



viz. :- 



Antl-SIavery Record 
Human Rights 
Emancipator 

Total 



103,000 
189,400 
168,120 

669,887 



Bound volumes . • • 7,877 

Tracts and pamphlets . 47,260 

Circulars, &c. . ■ • 4,100 

Prints . . . 10.490 

Anti-Slavery Magazine . . 9,000 

Slaves' Friend . . 180,160 

Upwards of seventy agents have been appointed during the year, sixty-five 
of whom have been in the service of the society for longer or shorter penod^ 
Their success is most marked and cheering. Three of the agents have devoted 
themselves exclusively to encouraging our coloured brethren in the free states, 
in their laudable efforts to rise, by education and virtuous industry, above the 
cruel prciudicc which is crushing them in the dust, and through their degrada- 
tion, darkening the despair of the slave. The statistics of our coloured popula- 
tion, their grievances, and the obstacles which have opposed their advancement, 
have been searched out. They have been encouraged to form societies for mu- 
tual assistance and improvement, to support schools, to put their children where 
they can acquire trades, and to apply themselves to more in«epen«en« an^ 
substantial occupations than those to which they are chiefly devoted in our 
lar^c cities. In the western states they are inclined to purchase, clear and cul- 
tivate the public lands ; and the good effect of their zeal and success m th« 
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enterprise, both upon themselves and their white neighbours, begins to bc^hap- 
pily developed. - 

The ngent in Ohio, \vho, for the sake of encouragin£v coloured men to become 
cultivators of (he soil, has placed his head-quarters in the wilderness, twelve 
miles from any post-office, writes : People are coming and buying every week. 
My wife gets new plots from the land office every now^ and then, that she may 
be able to give them directions where to look for lots." He says of the colored 
people of that state, whom he has laboriously searched out, " The abolition 
breeze that lias blown over them, has been like the Spirit of God upon Adam's 
lifeless clay." The following, among other facts which he states, shows how the 
new life manifests itself. '^One man (in SpringQeld) who was a slave till he 
was about forty ye.'irs old, has built a school-house at liis own expense, on his 
own lot, which is occupied by a school with 30 scholars. J. Wise (iu the 
vicinity of Springfield) bought himself in Virginia. He rents a farm, raised a 
thousand bushels of com last j'ear, &c. I met him driving his team of four 
horses to the village, with a load of brick. He has two children yet in slaverj^." 
"William Roberts also rents a farm, raised 4000 bushels of corn last year." 

Nirarod Morgan, a blacksmith, owns his shop, house and lot." " I have found 
some very good farmers. One man, in Butler county, has taken the premium 
at the .igricultural fair, for three years, for the best sheep. I should consider it 
an honour to any man to have so well cidtivated a farm as his. I have noticed 
that such men have generally the good will and respect of the whole neighbour- 
hood where they reside." Thus let coloured men become farmers, and strike 
their roots deep in our free soil, and they will inftdlibly rise above that prejudice 
which now makes us even hesitate to publish these simple facts, lest thcj' should 
call forth mobocratic vengeance, to defeat the experiment. 

One agent has been employed to investigate the condition and prospects of 
the colored people in Upper Canada, where he finds a population of about 10,000, 
almost entirely fugitives from American oppression. Having crossed the line 
wiih no other wealth than their bodies and souls, many of them have made 
themselves quite comfortable, and some of them have become even wealthy. 
Several schools have sprung up amongst them, by the efforts of the agent. Full 
and satisfactory evidence of tbeir good behaviour and value as citizens, has been 
given hy the highest civil authorities, and by men of standing of different sects 
and parties. Says the Hon. R. G. Dun/op, member of the Provincial Parlia- 
ment, for the county of Huron, " There are not, in his majesty's dominions, a 
more loyal, honest, industrious, temperate, and independent class of citizens 
than the colored people of Upper Canada." Says W. L. Makcnzie, Esq., also 
a member of Parliament, and the well knov/n leader of the lleform party, "As 
a people, they are as well behaved as a majority of the whites, and perhaps 
more temperate. The value of this testimony will be appreciated, when it is 
taken into account that the blacks of Upper Canada, are, to a man, Anti-Re- 
formersy fearing lest Republican ism should carry them back to what they sufTered 
in the United States." 

"•'Says John II. Divnt, Esq., Receiver General of the province, and resident 
in Toronto, where there is a colored population of GOO per!?on=s: "Although I 
have been in the habit of daily contributing my assistance to a vast number of 
destitute poor, ever since my residence in this province, now seventeen years, I 
do not remember ever having been solicited for alms, by more than one or two 
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people of color during the whole course of that period." — Many of these self- 
em.'incipated people are found to be very inttjlligent, and capable of throwing 
much light upon the House of Bondage from which thej' have escaped. Their 
statements of the horrors of slavery which they have felt and seen, are so full, 
definite, and circumstantial, with names, dates, and places, that, unless con- 
tradicted by more thana mere denial, they must conmiand our belief. 

Several iflourishing and anti-slavery societies have been formed in the pro- 
vince, to cooperate with us in the moral warfare, and to bar out that prejudice 
which some of our white republicans are industriously exporting. 

One agent has been exclusively devoted to the dissemination of anti-slavery 
principles among children and youth, and with gratifying success. On looking 
into our present generation of revised and improved school books, it will be 
seen that those faithful finger-boards, which used to point the young mind to- 
wards righteousness and liberty, and away from 1^ SLAVERY, us from a den 
of abominations, are mostly torn down, and in their stead, in some of the 
popular reading books and geographies, pleasant lanes arc opened, througli 
which '^Southern institutions look beautiful in the distance. Here is poison- 
ing at the fountain ! Had we expended ten times, nay, one hundred times, the 
efforts we have, to administer the antidote, we could not have been justly 
chargeable with overestimating the importance of the measure. Slaveholders 
dread the yoimg abolitionists more thaii the old. 

Reference is here made to the deputation sent to the West Indies, the facts 
respecting which have alre.ndy been published. They proceed to give a tribute 
of commendation to the Misses Grimk^,and to the labours of George Thomjison, 
in Great Britain ; and in regard to his debate with Mr. Breckcnridge, the testi- 
mony of Dr. Wardlaw is given. Reference is also made to the many earnest 
and faithful remonstrances which have been received from British Clirisfiaiis. 
Among the cheering results of Anti-Slavery action at home, it is mentioned as 
peculiarly encouraging that there has been great accession to our ranks of truly 
religious people of every denomination of Christians, indicated ly the thorough 
going anti-slavery resolutions passed and published by a multitude of religious 
bodies. Reference is also made to the action of several state legislatures, to 
show that the effect of Anti-Slavery operations is beginning to be felt upon large 
masses of the people. Nor are tliere wanting tokens that abolitionism is doing 
a good work within the bosom of the poor soul-enslaved South — kindling up 
thoughts which it would be death to speak now, but which, in spite of death, 
will burst forth anon. Many individuals, from the midst of slavery, have given 
the most solemn assurances that abolition principles are spreading among the 
white population of the South. " Don't give it up—don't bow do»'.n to slavery 
— you have thousands at the South, who are secretly praying fur you," said a 
Southern minister, on the adjournment of the New York Annual Conference of 
last year, to a minister who had been threatened with censure for assisting in 
the circulation of an aboUtion paper. *' There is even now more of it [Abolition- 
ism] at the South, than prudence will permit to be openly avowed," says the 
Watchman, a paper printed at Stdisbury, North Carolina. 

The Report also alludes to the present commercial distress, as having been in 
a great measure brought about by the great advances made by Northern and 
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slaves ; ;ind exprc,s,';e!> the bollcf that it will ultimately restilt in benefit to 
tlie poor slave. 
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After alluding to various indications of pro-slavery feeling at tlie North, 
the Report concludes: All these things show the need and the efficiency of 
moral means at the North. Did time permit, we might dwell on the im- 
portant political measures to which Northern moral pow^er is applicable. 
While abolitionists will most anxiously refrain fiom organizing themselves 
.into a political party, and turning from their great work to promote the 
election of favorites, they will not abstain from using all their poHtical power 
to accomplish such objects as the preservation of their right of petition to 
every human being in the land, the abolition of slavery wherever Congress 
has the. power, the exclusion of new slave states, and especially the annexa- 
tion of Texas, the removal of all political disabilities, on account of colour, 
the extension of the right of trial by jury, and the recognition of Haytian 
independence. 

While reading the Report, Mr. Wright presented the celebrated remon- 
.strance from the people of Dunbarton and the Vale of Leven, in Scotland, 
which w^as unrolled and extended up and down the orchestra, disclosing 
upwards of 4,000 original signatures. 



Revikvv : — A Narrative of the Adventures and Escape of Moses Roper, 
from American Slavery. Darton, Harvey, and Darton. pp. 106, 

Moses Roper was the son of a slave in North Carolina : his master stood, as is 
very frequently the case in Slave States, in the double relation of father and 
master ; and, bearing too strong a resemblance to his father, both mother and 
child were sold soon after his birth. When about six or seven years old, he was 
sold again, and separated from his mother. His purchaser was a negro trader, 
who carried him southward ; and after several sales and barters, he was purchased 
by Mr. Gooch, a cotton planter in South Carolina. 

The impression which will be made upon every reader of this narrative, will 
be. Is it true ? Those who know nothing of slavery but what they will find 
here, will say it is impossible ; and it certainly requires a credulity almost bor- 
dering on weakness, to receive the whole as truth. That a human being should 
be able to endure such hardships, that he should have been able so frequently to 
escape the vigilance of his owners — that his tale should have been preserved 
with such minuteness of particulars, and that by a person who, during a great 
portion of the period referred to could neither read nor write, is almost beyond 
the bounds of belief. And yet, on the other hand, what conceivable motive 
can there be for deception. Before arriving on this country, whither he fled as 
the only place of perfect safety, he was strongly recommended by several very 
respectable ministers in America, to the friends of religion in Britain ; he has 
now for some time been in constant intercourse with us. He has stood the 
ordeal of the most severe examination, he has been solemnly warned of the 
consequences of deception ; how ic would tend to his own injury, as well as the 
cause of freedom in general ; in this scrutiny we have personally joined ; and can 
affirm, that however incredible the tale may appear, we arc perfectly unable to 
its statements, and can suggest no possible motive which should actuate the 
narrator to mislead his friends by statements which were not true. The work 



Review : — Adventures and Escape of Moses Roper. 317 



will very soon be circulated among the very people whose conduct is so fully 
exposed; and though we cannot expect that they will plead guilty to the charge 
thus brought against them, an opportunity will be afforded them of disproving 
them if they can ; and if they cannot, perhaps it may have some effect on their 
hearts, when they know that enormities like those practised on this poor un- 
tunate being, are known to thousands of their fellow-professing Christians in 
Britain, with whom they would wish to stand on terms of friendly intercourse, 
and mutual respect. 

" As soon as Mr. Gooch got me home, he immediately put me on his cotton 
plantation to work, and put me under overseers, gave me allowance of bread and 
meat with the other slaves, which was not half enough for me to live upon, and very la- 
borious work ; here my heart was almost broke with grief .at leaving my fellow-slaves. 
I\lr. Gooch did not mind my grief, for he flogged me nearly every day and very severely . 
Mr. Gooch bought me for his son-in-law, Mr. Hammans, about five miles from his resi- 
dence. This man had but two slaves besides myself, he treated me very kindly for a 
week or two, but in summer when cotton was ready to hoe, he gave me task work con- 
nected with tliis department, which I could not get done, not having worked on cotton 
farms before. When I failed in my task he commenced flogging me, and set me to work 
without any shirt, in the cotton field in a very hot sun, in the month of July. In August, 
Mr. Condell, his overseer, gave me a task at pulling fodder ; having finished my task 
before night, I left tlie field, the rain came on which soaked the fodder, on discovering 
this, he threatened to flog me for not getting in the fodder before the rain eame. This 
was the first time I attempted to run away, knowing that I should get a flogging. I was 
then between thirteen and fourteen years of age, I ran away to the woods half naked, I 
was caught by a slave-holder, who put me in Lancaster Gaol. When they put slaves in 
gaol they advertize for their masters to own them ; but if the master does not claim his 
slave in six months from the time of imprisonment, the slave is sold for gaol fees. When 
tlie slave runs away, the master always adopts a more vigorous system of flogging, this 
was the case in the present instance. After this, having determined from my youth to 
gain my freedom, I made several attempts, was caught and got a severe flogging each 
time. Mr Hammans was a very sevej e and cruel master, and his wife still worse, she 
used to tie me up anf' flog me while naked." 

" After Mr. Hammans saw that I was determined to die in the woods, 'and not 
live with him, he tried to obtain a piece of land from his father-in-law, Mr. Gooch ; not 
having the means of pmchasing it, he exchanged me for the land. 

** As soon as Mr. Gooch had possession of me again, knowing that I was averse to 
going back to him, he chained me by the neck to his chaise. In this manner, he took 
me tG iiis home at Mac Daniel's Ferry, [in the county of Chester, a distance of fifteen 
miles. After which, he put me into a swamp, to cut trees, the.heaviest work which men 
of twenty-five or thirty years of age have to do, I being but sixteen. Here I was on 
very short allowance of food, and having heavy work, was too weak to fulfil my tasks. 
For this I got many severe floggings ; and after I had got my irons off, I made another 
attempt at running away. He took my irons oft" in the full anticipation tliat I could ne- 
ver get across the Catarba River, even when at liberty. On tliis I procured a small In- 
dian canoe, which was tied to a tree, and ultimately got across the river in it. I then 
wandered through the wilderness for several days without any food, and but a drop of 
water to allay my thirst, till I became so^starved, that I was obliged to go to a house to 
beg for something to eat, when I was captured, and again imprisoned." 

" Mr. Gooch having heard of me through an advertisement, sent liis son after me ; he 
tied me up, and took me back to his father. Mr. Gooch then obtained the assistance of 
another sliive -holder, :md tied me up in. his' blacksmith's shop, and gave mo fifty lashes 
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■with a cow hide. He then put a long chain, weighing twenty-five pounds, round iny 
neck, and sent me into a field, into which he followed me with the cow hide, intending 
to set his slaves to flog me again. Knowing this, and dreading to suflTer again in this 
way, I gave him the slip, and got out of his sight, he having stopped to speak with the 
other slave-holder." 

" I got to a canal on the Catarha River, on the banks of which, and near to a lock, I 
procured a stone and a piece]of iron, with Which I forced the ting off my chain, and got 
it off, and then crossed the river, and walked about twenty miles, when I fell in with a 
slave-holder named Ballad, who had married the sister of Mr. Hammans. I knew that 
he was not so cruel as Mr. Gooch, and, therefore, begged of him to buy me. Mr. Ballad, 
■who was one of the best planters in the neighbourhood, said, tliat he was not able to buy 
me, and stated that he was obliged to take me back to my master, on account of the heavy 
fine attaching to a man harbouiing a slave. Mr. Ballad proceeded to take me back \ as 
we came in sight of Mr. Gooch's, all the treatment that 1 had met with there came for- 
cibi)'^ on my mind, the powerful influence of which is beyond description. On my knees 
with tears in my eyes, with terror in my countenance, and fervency in all my features, 1 
implored Mr, Ballad to buy me, but he again refused, and I was taken back to my dread- 
ed and cruel master. Having reached Mr. Gooch's, he proceeded to punish me. This 
he did by first tying my wrists together and placing them over the knees, lie then put a 
stick through, under my knees and over my arms, and having thus secured ■(ny arms, he 
proceeded to flog me^ and gave me 500 lashes oh my bare back. Hiis may appear incred- 
ible, but the marks which they left at ])resent remain on my body, a standing testiraony 
to the truth of this statement of his severity. He then chained me down in a log-pen with 
a 40 lb. chain, and made me lie on the damp earth all night. In the morning after his 
breakfast, he came to me, and without giving me any breakfast, tied me to a large heavy 
barrow, which is usually drawn by a horse, and made me drag it to the cotton field for 
the horse to use in the field. 

" After this, though still determined in my own mind to escape, I stayed with him 
several months, during which he frequently flogged me, but not so severely as before re- 
lated. During this time J had an opportunity for recovering ray health, and using means 
to heal my ■wounds. My master's cruelty was not confined to me, it was his general 
conduct to all his slaves. I might relate many instances to substantiate this, but will 
confine myself to one or two. Mr. Gooch, it is proper to observe, was a member of a 
Baptist Church, called Black Jack Meeting House, in Cashaw county, which church I 
attended for several years, but was never inside. This is accounted for by tlie fact, that 
the coloured population are not permitted to mix with tlie white population. Mr. Gooch 
Lad a slave named Phil, who was a member of a Methodist church ; this man was be- 
tween seventy and eighty years of age ; he was so feeble that he could not accomplish 
his tasks, for which his master used to chain him round the neck, and run him down a 
steep hill ; this treatment he never relinquished to the time of his death. 

lu tlie subsequent stages of this narrative, after recording many of tlie revolting 
features of slavery, he elTected his escape, never more to be retaken, and ■u'as 
recommended to some oi the friends of tlie slave in Great Britain. Tlic narrat ive 
is sold for the benefit of the sufferer, that he may enjoy the advantages of.;ui 
English education, and be in some, future stage of life, serviceable to the interests 
of those of his fcllow-crcaturcs yet in a state of hopeless bcndage. 



NATIONAL CONSISTENCY. 

An American Exposition of Acts xvii. 26, " God hath made of one blood all nations 
of men, for to dwell on all the face of the earth" 



american declarations. 
We hold these truths to he 
sklf-evident, that all men are cre- 
ated equal ; that they are endowed 
by the creator with certain una- 
LIENABLE niOIlTS ; THAT AMONG THESE 
ARE LlTEj LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF 

HAPriNESS." — Declaration of Independ- 
ence. 

" All men arc by nature equally free 
and independent, and have certain in- 
herent rights ; of which, when they 
enter into a state of society, they can- 
not, by any compact, deprive or divest 
their posterity ; namely, the enjoyment 
of life and liberty, with the means of 
acquiring and possessing property, and 
pursuing and obtaining happiness and 
safety." — Virginia. 

" Through divine goodness, all men 
have by nature, the rights of worship- 
ping and serving their Creator, accord- 
ing to tlie dictates of their consciences, 
of enjoj'ing and defending life and li- 
berty, and acquiring and protecting 
reputation and property, and, in gene- 
ral, of obtaining objects suitable to 
their condition, Avithout injury by one 
to another ; and these rights are es- 
sential to their welfare." — Delaware. 

" All men are born equally free and 
independent ; all men have certain na- 
tural, essential, and inherent rights ; 
among which are, the enjojing and 
defending life and liberty, acquiring, 
possessing, and protectiiig, property ; 
and, in a w^ord, of seeking and obtain- 
ing happiness." — New Hampshire, 

"All men are born equally free and 
independent, and have certain inherent 
and indefeasible righfs, among which 
are those of enjoying and defending 
life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, 
and protecting property and reputa- 
tion, and of pursuing their own happi- 
noss.."—Penmylvan{a. 



AMERICAN PRACTICE. 

1 . " Negroes. — A lot of uncommonly 
likely negroes for sale — fellows and 
boys. Sold for no fault. Inquire," &c. 

2. " Ten dollars reward. — Run away 
from the subscriber, a boy named 
January ; rather chunky built ; with 
thick cheeks or jaws. The small part 
of his rlglit leg having been broken, or 
badly hurt, shows differently from the 
left, which is notable ; and he says 
done by a horse when he was small. 
Any person that will bring him to me, 
or lodge hun in some safe gaol, so that 

I may get him, shall have the above 
reward from nie. Wilhani Watson/' 

.3. " Negro men wanted. — Cash will 
be paid for negro men from 1 8 to SO 
years old. Apply at the store of Gra- 
ham and Hope." 

4, Negroes wanted. — Cash will be 
paid for likely negroes of both sexes, 
from the age of 10 to 20 years. Per- 
sons having such to dispose of may ap- 
ply to Hugh M'Donald." 

5. Brought to Augusta gaol, on the 
17th inst. a negro man who calls him- 
self Kilcy. The owner is requested to 
come forward, pay exjienses, and take 
him from gaol.' 

0. " This day, the Gth inst., will be 
sold, at the north of the Exchange, at 

I I o'clock, a wench about 38 years old, 
a field hand, with her child 10 months 
old. x\lso a wench, 45 years old: a 
good dairy woman, j)oultry minder, 
and nurse. Conditions, cash." 

7. " Cash ! cash ! cash ! — The high- 
est prices will be given for negroes of 
every description. Apply in Beaufain 
Street, one door from Conn'ng-street. 

8. " Fifty dollars reward. — Run 
awa}' from the subscriber, his negro 
woman, Patsey, about 45 years old* 
She has two scars on the right cheek, 
made by the whip. The above reward 
will be given to any person who will 
deliver her to the subscriber : or 25, if 
in any goal, so th.at I can get her. If 
she was not stolen, ii is expecleu that 
she has endeavoured to get back to 
Virginia, where she was raised. She 
was bought of John Lane, a negro 
speculator. — Henry Bird." 
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RESOLUTIONS PASSED ON THE SUBJECT OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. 

At tlie Annmi Meeting of the Bucks Association of Baptist Chvrches held at 
Chenies, May 11, 1837, the following resolution was unanimously adopted: — 
That the members of this Association feel unabated anxiety for the speedy 
abolition of slavery in the United States of America, and again affectionately 
and strongly urge upon their brethren in that country the duty of exerting all 
their influence for the removal of so great an evil ; at the same time expressing 
a fervent hope, that on no occasion, and by no party, carnal passions may be 
substituted for those spiritual weapons which are '^mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds.*' 



Resolutions of the South Devon and Cornwall Association of Baptist Churches, 
held in St. Austell, May 10 and 11, 1837. 

May 11. — The sub-committee appointed to draw \ip resolutions on ihe sub- 
ject of American Slavery, submitted the following, which were imanimously 
adopted. 

I. That the principles and objects of the North American Anti-Slavery Society 
command the cordial approval of this Association. 

II. That, as the inaugural address of the lately elected President of the United 
States manifestly tends to strengthen the pro-slavery interests in that country, 
and to discourage the friends of abolition, we feel ourselves called on to renew 
our decided testimony in behalf of the cause of justice, humanity, and froeidom ; 
and to beseech all our Christian brethren in America, to lend their consenta- 
neous and undying efforts to the universal and total abolition of slavery in their 
oWB land, and throughout the world. 

III. That copies of these resolutions be transmitted to the Editor of "Slaverv 
in America," for insertion in that work. 

(Signed) John Nicholson, President. 

W, FiTz-Ea BuRCHELL, Secretary. 



Resolution of the Worcestershire Baptist Association. 

" This Association embrace the present occasion afforded by this annual 
meeting to express their tender Christian sympathy with such of their Baptist 
brethren in America as arc abolitionists, under the very trying circumstances in 
which they arc placed. In thus renewing the expression of their good-will to 
their trans-atlantic brethren, they would take the liberty of reminding them that 
the American President is not the first who has issued his mandate, forbidding 
the disciples of Christ to speak any more in their Master's name ; and that, in 
their belief, his high behest will prove equally futile with the fulminations of the 
Sanhedrim, and of the Vatican, with every other despotism, both ancient and 
modern. And this association assure their American brethren, that they will be 
borne on their hearts at a throne of grace, during the interesting and tremendous 
conflict in which they are engaged, till the great victory in the cause of truth 
and righteousness, peace and love, shall be achieved." 



J. Haddor,, Castle Street. Finsbury. 



